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5. Piet Heyn Captures 'the Spanish Fleet, 1628, 1847

Cardinal De la Cueva to His Majesty, Brussels, 2 December 1628.

Majesty,

The news received from Holland, namely that the rebels have captured the
fleet and silver of New Spain, has had ruinous effects here, because no one thinks
it possible that the money supply is sufficient for our army and fleet, and because
they believe that the enemy, in possession of so much treasure, will display even
greater courage, thereby and through the general rebellion, which—they surely
suppose—shall follow the termination of wages, for now, at the moment, one sees
open unrest amongst the soldiers everywhere, and we have news that especially in
Zandvliet and in Damme some soldiers have adopted a very bold attitude, for they
do not doubt that great disasters shall occur. And indeed there is now more than
ever reason to fear, because of what I have just related, and because now there is no
relief, for we lost the credit that we enjoyed and the money at hand, and everything
that can be borrowed is already borrowed. And therefore I considered it necessary

Source: Samuel Pierre L'Honoré Naber and Irene A. Wright, eds., Piet Heyn en de Zilvervioot, Bescheiden
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translation for this volume by Danny Noorlander; De Zilvervloot (http://ingeb.org/songs/hebjevan.html).
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to take this opportunity to explain it to Your Majesty, for I know that many loyalists
here, fearing disaster and expecting it, begin to worry for their safety and so it is
easy to understand what the unfaithful will do, who are numerous, and who we
know are always seeking a chance to carry out what they have long desired. And
because it is true that most of these provinces consider Your Majesty a foreigner
and the rebels their countrymen, whom they envy for their freedom, which they so
prize, not inclined to obey anyone, least of all those who are not their countrymen,
from which flow the difficulties and clear peril that would exist should anyone here
attempt to obtain money by the extraordinary means that men elsewhere in similar
circumstances have tried, it now appears necessary that Your Majesty command
that all necessities be directly provided, to avoid what surely will follow the news,
namely a general rebellion of the soldiers and the revolt of the obedient provinces
that will be the immediate result thereof and at the same time an attack with much
damage, as it is easy to foresee. And everything shall cease if this army just receives
its pay, so that it, as necessary, can begin a campaign. And if by these circumstances,
which the obedient and disobedient subjects deem hopeless, they display great cour-
age, that would then have an effect of uncommon meaning for the safety of these
provinces and even for Your Majesty, not only for prestige, but for the glory with
which Your Majesty’s greatness before all eyes would be veiled. And now is the best
time to show it.
God protect Your Majesty.

The Silverfleet (De Zilvervloot)

aw (Tifle 17 1.5, 1:Did you hear about the silver fleet?

The silver fleet of Spain?

Which carried many Spanish “matten” [coins]
Plus small apples of Orange

Piet Hein, Piet Hein

Piet Hein his name is short

His deeds are grand, his deeds are grand

He won the Silverfleet!

2. Did Piet Hein then not speak an earnest word:
“Well my lads of Orange,

Come on, let’s board this and that Spanish ship
And seize those Spanish coins!”

Piet Hein, Piet Hein

Piet Hein his name is short

His deeds are grand, his deeds are grand

He won the Silverfleet!

3. Did the lads not climb the rigging like cats?
And did they not fight like lions?

They put the Spanish to serious shame

All the way to Spain their cries rang out
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Piet Hein, Piet Hein

Piet Hein his name 1s short

His deeds are grand, his deeds are grand
He won the Silverfleet!

4. If ever another such a silver fleet appeared

Say, would you go after it just like that?

Or would you keep yourselves safe and out of harm'’s way,
quietly in your hammocks?

‘Well, Dutch blood,

That blood still has the courage!

We may not be tall, we may not be tall, [but]

We would win the Silverfleet



