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To THE READER,
«MMi«

It will be eafily perceived, that the com-

piler of the following work has, with great labour an4

pains, ranfacked the treafures of ecclefiaftical hiltory,

ancient and modern, to bring into view what is here

prefented to the
public.

She claims no other merit, than that of having hon^

eflly and impartially collected the fenfe of the different

feels, as it is given by the authors, to whom Ihe refers ;

nor was it a vain ambition of appearing as an author,
that put her upon writing ;

her own fatisfa^lion and
amufement being the only object. Having yielded how-
ever to its publication, at the defire of feveral judicious

friends, flie has alfo done violence to her own inclina-

tion, by prefixing her name.

The world has been abfurdly accuftomed to entertain

but a moderate opinion of female abilities, and to af-

cribe their pretended productions to the craft and policy
of defigning men ; either to excite admiration or fcreeu

their weaknefs from cenfure : whereas unbiaffed reafon

mud allov/, if an invidious comparifon between the fexes

is in any refpeft juflifiable, it cannot be grounded upon
a defect of natiu'al abihty, but upon the different, and

perhaps faulty mode of female education ; for under
fimilar culture, and with equal advantages, it is far from

being certain, that the female m.ind would not admit a

meafure of improvement, which w^ould at leafl equal, and

perhaps in many inflances eclipfe, the boafted glory of

the other fex.

There have been female writers, and hiftorians, who
have been defervedly honoured in the literary world.—^

The celebrated Mrs. Maccauley Graham, who has

lately
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lately honoured our country with her prefencc, is a living

example.

The writer of this compendium having been from her

youth fond of books, has made herfelf acquainted with

the Greek and Latin tongues, which may fufficiently ac-

count for fo frequent a ufe of terms in thofe languages.

However the volume may be received by thofe, who
are verfed in the hifloric page, it may at leafi: be ufeful

and entertaining to thofe, who have neither leifure nor

opportunity to perufe the numerous volumes, from which
the whole is colleded.—With regard to many of the an*

cient feds, it is well known httle has been preferved, and-

therefore httle can be here expeded.
—With tefpedt to

others, fuch as defire further information, are directed

by references to the volumes, and generally to the pages,
where their inquifitive minds may be fatisfied.

It is truly aflonifhing, that fo great a variety of faith

and pradlice fhould be derived, with equal confidence of

their different abettors, from one and the fame revelation"

from heaven : but while we have the lively oracles, wc
are not to adopt any of the numerous fchemes of re*

ligion, further than they have a manifeft foundation in

the facred pages. To the law and to the teflimony ;
if

they fpeak not according to this word, hov/ever fpecicus
their lyftems may appear,

" there is no light in them.'^

With cordial wifhes for the divine illumination of the

Holy Spirit, by which the facred fcriptures were indited,

and a univerfai prevalence of the knowledge and pradice
of pure and undefiled religion before God and the

Father,

I am the reader's moft obedient

Humble fervant,

THOMAS ER£NTI5S«



DEDICATION.

MEDFIELD, AUGUST 2y l8o!,

SIR,

Impressed with a fenfe of your con-

defcenfion, in permitting me to prefix your

name to a fecond edition of this work, I am

ambitious, that the prefent fhould make its pub-

lic appearance under the fame dignified and re-

fpedable patronage,

I AM the rather induced to avail myfelf a

fecond time of the honour, which your name

hath conferred on my Compendium, fince your

important talents and commanding virtues have

becom.e more confpicuous, by having been dif-

played from a ftation of greater eminence.

Nor can I forbear to boaft, as an additional

motive, the perfonal acquaintance, with v/hich

you have honoured me, and which hath brought

to my own knowledge the juftice of your exalted

reputation, and given me a ftriking view of the

union of moral and intelle^ftual excellence.
* Long
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Long may your country be bleft vata the

falutary influence of your example, while you

enjoy the grateful benedid:ions of the virtuous

and enlightened part of your fellow-citizens,

and the fmiles of an approving confcience, in

reflecting on your difniterefted and perfevering

exertions for the welfare and honour of the

American republic,

I AM, with profound refped.

Sir,

' Your much obliged,

and very humble fervant,

HANNAH ADA.MS,

JOHN ADAMS, -s

late Freftdeni of the United States, 3



x^dv-eriucmeni.

1 HE reader will be pleafed to obferve,

that the following rules have been carefully adher-

ed to through the whole of this performance.

I ft. To avoid giving the leaft preference ofone

denomination above another : omitting thofe paf-

fages in the authors cited, where they pafs their

judgment on the fentiments, of which they give an.

account : confequently the making ufe of any fucli

appellations, as Heretics, Schifmatics, Enthufiafts,

Fanatics, &c. is carefully avoided.

2d. To give a few of the arguments of the

principal fedts, from their own authors, where they
could be obtained.

«k •

3d. To endeavour to give the fentiments of

every fed in the general colledive fenfe of that de-

nomination.

4th. To give the whole as much as poffible, in

the words of the authors from which the compila-
tion is made, and where that could not be done with-

out too great prolixity, to take the utmoft care not

to mifreprefent the ideas.
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land, and Pruflia,* tolerate and protecl: them, Spain,

Portugal, and fome of the Italian ftates, are flill, how-

ever, totally averfe to their dwelling among them.j
The office of prieft, among the Jews, is flill confmed

to the family of Aaron
; but they know not of any lineal

defcendants of David. +

The creed of the Jewifh nation appears to be the famo

as it was, when their famous Mofes Mamonides, fix hun-

dred years ago, abridged the Talmud, which contained

the body of their canon and civil law. They are as

numerous as they have been for many centuries pad.
The mofl of them refide in the eaflern continents and in

the adjacent countries. §

David Levi, a learned Jew, who, in 1796, publifhed
" DilTertations on the Prophecies of the Old Teftament,'*

obferves, in that work, that ^' Deifm and infidelity have

made fuch large flrides in the world, that they have, at

length, reached even to the Jewifh nation ; many of

whom are, at this time, fo greatly infe£led with Skepti-

cifm, by reading Bolingbroke, Hume, Voltaire, &c. that

they fcarcely believe in a revelation
; much lefs have

they any hope in their future reftoration,"
\

DEISTS,
The Deiils are fpread all over Europe, and have mul-

tiplied prodigioufly among the higher rank, in mofl na*

tions : but the fentiments, which are diflinguifhed by
this title, were formerly rarely embrace4 among the

common people. ||
rr-v

* In Berlin, tlie Jews are now
enjoying Hngnl^r honours, as men of genlu»

jfnd ftudy. The late Mofes Mendelfohn, by the force of his reafoning, has been
J\irnamed the Jewifli Socrates ; and by the amenity of his didlion, the Jewi(h
Plato. Bloch, a Jewifli phyfician, was the firft naturalift of the age : Kerz 1«

a profefibr, with four hundred auditors ; Mainon, a profound metaphyficlan,
There are Jewifli poets, and Jewifli artilh, of eminence ; and, which perhapi
tiift no where but in Berlin, a Jewifli academy of fciences, and Jewifli LiU

crary Journal, compofed in Hebrew. See Vaurier, or the Sketches of thil

Times, vol. ii. p. 249.

-j- Encyclopedia, vol. i%. p. 143,

\ Monthly Magazine, vol. viii. 1799, p. 615.

§ See a Century Sermon, by the Rev. Mr. Backus of Sommerm

{!
Volt'air'.:'* Univerfal Hiftory, vol. ii.

p. 2$^,
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The name of Deids Is faid to have been firfl afuimed,
about the middle of the fixteenth century, by fome gen-
tlemen in France and Italy, in order to avoid the impu-
tation of Atheifm. One of the firll authors, who made
ufe of this name, was Peter Viret, a celebrated divine^

who, in a work which was pubHfhed in 1563, fpeaks of

fome perfons in that time, who were called by a new
name, that of Deifls. Thefe, he tells us, profeflTed to

believe a God, but fhewed no regard to Jefus Chrifb,

and confidered the dodtrines of the apoftles and evan-

gelifts, as fables and dreams.

The Lord Edward Herbert, baron of Cherbury, who
flourifhed in the feventeenth century, has been regarded
as the mod eminent of the Deiflical writers, and appears
to be one of the hrft, who formed Deifm into a fyftem ;

and alTerted the fufficiency, univerfality, and abfolute

perfection of natural religion, with a view to difcard all

extraordinary revelation, as ufelefs and needlefs.. He
reduced this unlverfal religion to five articles, which he

frequently mentioned in his works.

I. That there is one Supreme God.

II. lliat he is chiefly to be w^orihipped.

III. That piety and virtue are the principal parts of

his worfliip.

IV. That we mud repent of our fms ; and if we do

fo, God will pardon us.

V. That there are rewards for good men, and pun-
ifhments for bad men, in a future date.*

The Deids are clalTed, by fome of their own v/riters,

into two forts, Mortal and Immortal Deijis, The latter

acknowledge a future date
;

the former deny it, or, at

lead, represent it as a very uncertain thing.
The learned Dr. Clarke, taking the denomination in

the mod extenfive fignification, didinguiflies Deids into

four forts. The fird are, fuch as pretend to believe the

exidence of an infinite, eternal, independent, intelligent

Being ; and who, to avoid the name of Epicurean Athe-

ids,
•

J^eland's View of Deiftical Writers, vol. i, p. J, 3,
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ifts, teach alfo, that this Supreme Being made the world ;

though, at the fame time, they agree with the Epicure-
ans in this, that they fancy God does not at all concern
himfelf in the government of the world, nor has any
regard to, or care of, what is done therein.

The fecond fort of Deifts are thofe, who believe not

only the being, but alfo the providence of God, with

refpedt to the natural world
; but who, not allowing

any difference between moral good and evil, deny that

God takes any notice of the morally good and evil ac-r

tions of men ; thefe things depending, as they imagine,
on the arbitrary conftitution of human laws.

A third fort of Deifts there are, who believe in the

natural attributes of God, and his all-governing provi^

dence, and have fome notion of his moral perfedions
^Ifo ; yet deny the immortality of the foul ; believing,
that men perifh entirely at death, and that one generation
fhall perpetually fucceed another, without any future

jreftoration or renovation of things.
A fourth, and the laft fort of Deifts, are fuch as be-

lieve the exiftence of a Supreme Being, together with

his providence in the government of the world, as alfo

all the obligations of natural religion ;
but fo far only,

as thefe things are difcoverable by the light of nature

alone, without believing any divine revelation.

Some of the Deifts have attempted to overthrow the

Chriftian difpenfation, by reprefenting the abfolute per-
fection of natural religion. Others, as Blount, Collins,
and Morgan, have endeavoured to gain the fame pur^

pofe, by attacking particular parts of the Chriftian

fcheme ; by explaining away the literal fenfe and mean-

ing of certain paiTages ;
or by placing one portion of

the facred canon in oppofition to the other. A third

clafs, wherein we meet with the names of Shaftfbury,
and of Bolingbroke, advancing farther in their progrefs,

expunge from their creed the dodrine of future exift^

ence, and annihilate among them all the moral perfect

p.ons of the Deity. /

Jilaiiy
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Many of the modern Deifls in Europe are faid to be
of that clafs, who deny the immortality of the foul, and

any future ftate of exiHence.

The Deifls of the prefent day are diflinguifhed by
their zealous efforts to diffufe the principles of

infidelity

among the common people. Hume, Bohngbroke, and

Gibbon, addreffed themfelves folely to the. more pohfh-
ed clafTes of the community ;

and would have thought
their refined fpeculations debafed by an attempt to enlill

difciples among the populace. But of late, the writings
of Paine and others, have diffuied infidelity among the

lower clafTes of fociety ;* and Deifm has even led to

Atheifm, or a difbelief of all fuperior powers.
Iceland's View of Deiftlcal Writers, vol. i. p. 2, 3.

Broughton's Hiftorical Library, vol. i. p. 216^
Voltaire's Univerfal Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 259.

Ogilvie's Inquiry, p, 57.

Hall's Sermon on Modern Infidelity.

SKEPTICS.
This fed derive their name from the Greek verb,

T4.i^Toy,aiy to confider^ from their leading character, which

is, to call in queflion the truth of every fyflem of opin-

ions adopted by other fects, and maintain, that every

thing is uncertain, f t

* Prefxdent Dwi^ht, in his Ccnturial Sernion, delivered January 7, iSoi,

energetically defcribes the various attempts, which modern infidels make nfc

of, to fpreaa their fcntiments. "Their writings," fays he,
" have afliuned ev-

ery form, and treated every fubjecl of thought. From the lofty phiiofophical

difcourfe, it has defcended through all the intervening gradations to the newf-

paper paragraph ; from the fermon to the catechifm ; from regular hiftory to

the anecdote ; from the epic poem to the fong ; from the formal fatire to the

jeft of the buffoon. Efforts in vail numbers have alfo been made, to ditfufc

infidelity in a remark, unexpe<£bedly found in a difcourfe, where a totally dif-

ferent fubje(£t was under confideration ; in a note fubjcined to a paper on criti-

cifm, or politics ; in a hint in a book of travels ; or a flroke in a letter of civil-

ity. In thefe, and the like c^es, the reader was intended to be taken by fur-

prife, and to yield his judgment, before that he was aware that he was called

to judge. The number and variety of the efforts have alfo been incrcafed

beyond example ;
have poured from innumerable preflcs, and from all civil-

ized countries ; have been fold at the loweft prices, and given gratuitoiifly ; and
have been circulated with, vaft induftry, and by innumerable hands, through
chriftendom. The intention of this amazing multitude of exertions, has

plainly been, to aftonifh and difcourage their advcrfaries, to amaze and over-

whehn their readers, and to perfuade infcnhbly the maf* of mankind, that the

y/orld was converted" to Infidelity."

f Gale's Court of the Gentiles.




