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now be put to their misery; and that they may be raised from the
condition, of brutes, to which they are at present degraded, to the
rights and situation of men,%® and be%® admitted to partake of
the blessings of your Majesty’s happy government; so shall your
Majesty enjoy the heart-felt pleasure of procuring happiness to
millions, and be rewarded in the grateful prayers of themselves,
and of their posterity.

And may the all-bountiful Creator shower on your Majesty, and
the Royal Family, every blessing that this world can afford, and
every fulness of joy which divine revelation has promised us in the
next.

I 'am your Majesty’s most dutiful and devoted servant to

command,
GUSTAVUS VASSA,
The oppressed Ethiopian.

No. 53, Baldwin’s-Gardens.

The negro consolidated act, made by the assembly of Jamaica -

last year, and the new act of amendment now in agitation there,
contain a proof of the existence of those charges that have been
made against the planters relative to the treatment of their slaves.560

I hope to have the satisfaction of seeing the renovation of lib-
erty and justice, resting on the British government, to vindicate
the honour of our common nature. These are concerns which do
not perhaps belong to any particular office: but, to speak more
seriously to every man of sentiment, actions like these are the just
and sure foundation of future fame; a reversion,*! though remote,
1s coveted by some noble minds as a substantial good. It is upon
these grounds that I hope and expect the attention of gentlemen
in power. These are designs consonant to the elevation of their
rank, and the dignity of their stations: they are ends suitable to
the nature of a free and generous government; and, connected
with views of empire and dominion, suited to the benevolence
and solid merit of the legislature. It is a pursuit of substantial
greatness.—May the time come—at least the speculation to me
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is pleasing—when the sable people shall gratefully commemorate
the auspicious aera of extensive freedom: then shall those per-
sons®” particularly be named with praise and honour, who gen-
erously proposed and stood forth in the cause of humanity, liberty,
and good policy; and brought to the ear of the legislature designs
worthy of royal patronage and adoption.5®* May Heaven make the
British senators the dispersers of light, liberty and science, to
the uttermost parts of the earth: then will be glory to God on the
highest, on earth peace, and good-will to men.—Glory, honour,
peace, &c. to every soul of man that worketh good; to the Britons
first, (because to them the Gospel is preached), and also to the
nations. “Those that honour their Maker have mercy on the
poor.”®* “It is righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a re-
proach to any people:% destruction shall be to the workers of
iniquity,*® and the wicked shall fall by their own wickedness.”¢67
May the blessings of the Lord be upon the heads of all those who
commiserated the cases of the oppressed negroes, and the fear of
God prolong their days; and may their expectations be filled with
gladness! “The liberal devise liberal things, and by liberal things
shall stand,” Isaiah xxxii. 8. They can say with pious Job, “Did
not I weep for him that was in trouble; Was not my soul grieved
for the poor?” Job xxx. 25.

“®As the inhuman traffic of slavery is now taken into®® the
consideration of the British legislature, I doubt not, if a system of

‘commerce was established in Africa, the demand for manufactures

would most rapidly augment, as the native inhabitants would7
insensibly adopt the British fashions, manners, customs, &c. In
proportion to the civilization, so will be the consumption of
British manufactures.

The wear and tear of a continent, nearly twice as large as Eu-
rope, and rich in vegetable and mineral productions, is much eas-
ier conceived than calculated.

A case in point—It cost the Aborigines of Britain little or
nothing in clothing, &c. The difference between their forefathers
and the present generation, in point of consumption, is literally
infinite. The supposition is most obvious. It will be equally im-
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mense in Africa—The same cause, viz. civilization, will ever have
the same effect.

It is trading upon safe grounds. A copurrersial intercourse with
Afriga opens an inexhaustible soulﬁtma}mf”ﬁiﬁ‘ufac—
~tliring interests of Great Britain,*”’ and to all which the slave-trade
/i/s:’ﬁﬁwbjgg_tion. vvvvvv ' )
If I am not misinformed, the manufacturing interest is equal, if
not superior, to the landed interest, as to the value, for reasons

which will soon appear. The abolition of slavery, so diabolical, :

_and diametrically opposite tg\v?rmé"ﬁfé“iﬁ’téfésted—peeplﬁs‘s%rt.
The mantifacturers of this country must aind will, 1n the nature

and reason of thmg{,—HaT)}éjz{ fall and constant ‘é.;nploy, by supplying

_};h@,u.AfEica\rlvnlg_tﬂk_ets. - B -
Population, the bowels and surface of Africa, abound in valu-

able and useful returns; the hidden -treasures of centuries will be

brought to light and into circulation,. Industry, enterprize, and
mining, will have their fall scope, proportionably as they civilize.
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In a word, it lays open an endless field of commerce to the British

manufacturers and merchant adventurers. The manufacturing in-
terest and the general Thiterests are synonimous. The abolition of
slavery would be in reality an universal good.

Tortures, murder, and every other imaginable barbarity and
iniquity are practised upon the poor slaves with impunity. hope
the' slave-trade will be abolished. I pray it may be an event at
hand. The great body of manufacturers, uniting in the cause, will
considerably facilitate and expedite it; and, as I have already stated,
it is most substantially their interest and advantage, and as such
the nation’s at large, (except those persons concerned in the
manufacturing neck-yokes, collars, chains, hand-cuffs, leg-bolts,
drags,572 thumb-screws, iron-muzzles, and coffins; cats, scourges,
and other instruments of torture used in the slave trade). In a short
time one sentiment alone will prevail, from motives of interest as
well as justice and humanity. Europe contains one hundred and
twenty millions of inhabitants. Query.—How many millions doth
Africa contain? Supposing the Africans, collectively and individ-

- . - o Erem—, . . e Mzéf
will give a most rapid extension of mantfaetures; which fstotally

.
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ually, to expend 5/ a head in raiment and furniture yearly when
civilized, &c. an immensity beyond the reach of imagination!

This I conceive to be a theory founded upon facts, and there-
fore an infallible one. If the blacks were permitted to remain in
their own country, they would double themselves every fifteen
years. In proportion to such increase will be the demand for man-
ufactures. Cotton and indigo grow spontaneously in most parts of
Africa; a consideration this of no small consequence to the man-
ufacturing towns of Great Britain. It opens a most immense, glo-
rious, and happy prospect—the clothing, &c. of a continent ten
thousand miles in circumference, and immensely rich in produc-
tions of every denomination in return for manufactures.

7Since the first publication of my Narrative, I have been in a
great variety of scenes in many parts of Great Britain, Ireland, and
Scotland, an account of which might well be added here;*”* but
as this would swell the volume too much,®® I shall only observe
in general, that in May 1791, I sailed from Liverpool to Dublin
where I was very kindly received, and from thence to Cork, and
then travelled over many counties in Ireland. I was every where
exceedingly well treated, by persons of all ranks. I found the peo-
ple extremely hospitable, particularly in Belfast, where I took my
passage on board of a vessel for Clyde, on the 29th of January,
and arrived at Greenock on the 30th. Soon after I returned to
London, where I found persons of note from Holland and Ger-
many, who requested me to go there; and I was glad to hear that
an edition of my Narrative had been printed in both places, also
in New York. I remained in London till I heard the debate in
the house of Commons on the Slave Trade, April the 2d and 3d.
I then went to Soham in Cambridgeshire, and was married on the
7th of April to Miss Cullen, daughter of James and Ann Cullen,

- late of Ely.%7

[ have only therefore to request the reader’s indulgence, and
conclude. I am far from the vanity of thinking there is any merit
in this Narrative; I hope censure will be suspended, when it is
considered that it was written by one who was as unwilling as
unable to adorn the plainness of truth by the colouring of imag-

&




236 OLAUDAH EQUIANO

ination. My life and fortune have been extremely chequered, and
my adventures various. Even those I have related are considerably
abridged. If any incident in this little work should appear unin-
teresting and trifling to most readers, I can only say, as my excuse
for mentioning it, that almost every event of my life made an
impression on my mind, and influenced my conduct. I early ac- -
customed myself to look at the hand of God in the minutest
occurrence, and to learn from it a lesson of morality and religion;
and in this light every circumstance I have related was to me of
importance. After all, what makes any event important, unless by
it’s observation we become better and wiser, and learn “to do
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly before God!”*”” To
those who are possessed of this spirit, there is scarcely any book
or incident so trifling that does not afford some profit, while to
others the experience of ages seems of no use; and even to pour
out to them the treasures of wisdom is throwing the jewels of
instruction away.®’8

THE END.



