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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE

Sources of Soviet-American Tension

At the heart of the rivalry between the United States and the Soviet
Union in the 1940s was a fundamental difference in the ways the great
powers envisioned the postwar world. One vision, first openly outlined in
the Atlantic Charter in 1941, was of a world in which nations abandoned
their traditional beliefs in military alliances and spheres of influence and
governed their relations with one another through democratic processes,
with an international organization serving as the arbiter of disputes and
the protector of every nation’s right of self-determination. That vision
appealed to many Americans, including Franklin
Roosevelt.

The other vision was that of the Soviet Union and to some extent of
Great Britain. Both Stalin and Churchill had signed the Atlantic Charter.
But Britain had always been uneasy about the implications of self-
determination for its own enormous empire. And the Soviet Union was
determined to create a secure sphere for itself in Central and Eastern
Europe as protection against possible future aggression from the West.
Both Churchill and Stalin, therefore, tended to envision a postwar struc-
ture vaguely similar to the traditional European balance of power, in
which the great powers would control areas of strategic interest to them.
Gradually, the differences between these two positions would turn the
peacemaking process into a form of warfare.

Smericar Portwar Vicion

Wartime Diplomacy

Serious strains had already begun to develop in the alliance with the
Soviet Union in January 1943, when Roosevelt and Churchill met in
Casablanca, Morocco, to discuss Allied strategy. The two leaders could
not accept Stalin’s most important demand—the immediate opening of
a second front in western Kurope. But they tried to reassure Stalin by
announcing that they would accept nothing less than the unconditional
surrender of the Axis powers, thus indicating that they would not nego-
tiate a separate peace with Hitler and leave the Soviets to fight on
alone. '

In November 1943, Roosevelt and Churchill traveled to Teheran,
Iran, for their first meeting with Stalin. By now, however, Roosevelt’s most
effective bargaining tool—Stalin’s need for American assistance against
Germany-—had been largely removed. The German advance against
Russia had been halted; Soviet forces were now launching their own west-
ward offensive. Nevertheless, the Teheran Confer-
ence seemed in most respects a success. Stalin
agreed to an American request that the Soviet Union enter the war in the
Pacific soon after the end of hostilities in Europe. Roosevelt, in turn,
promised that an Anglo-American second front would be established
within six months.

Teheran Conference
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#) were shocked at the physical appearance of
Roosevelt had

L was in fact gravely ill. Two months
be an unrealistically optimistic report

stwar peace, he died. (Bettmann/Corbis)

VALTA, 1945 Churchill {Jeffy and Stalin (vigh
Franklin Roosevelt {cemter) when he arrived for their critical meeting at Yalta.

enough energy £o perform capably at the conference, but
later, not long after he gave Congress what wrned out

of the prospects for po

On other matters, however, the origins of future disagreements were

already visible. Most important was the question of Poland. Roosevelt and
Churchill were willing to agree T0 2 movement of the Soviet border west-
ward, allowing Stalin to apnex some historically Polish territory. But they
differed sharply on the nature of the postwar government in the portion of
Poland that would remain independent. Roosevelt and Churchill supported
the claims of the Polish govenunent—in—e)dle that had been functioning in
London since 1940; Stalin wished to install another, pro—communist exile
lin, in the Soviet Union. The

government that had spent the war in Lub
three leaders left the Teheran Conference with the issue unresolved.

Yalta

More than a year later, in February 1945, Roosevelt joined Churchill and
Sealin for a peace conference in the Soviet city of Yalta. In return for

Sealin’s renewed promise to enter the Pacific war, Roosevelt agreed that

the Soviet Union should receive some of the Pacific territory that Russia

had lost in the 1904-1905 Russo-Japanese War.

_ The.negotiators ?dso_ agreed to a plan fOr aMEW 4 i esions Ectablivhed

international organization, OnN€ that had been

hammered out the previous sumumer at 2 conference in Washington, D.C.

The new United Nations would contain a General Assembly, in which

every member would be represented, and a Security Council, with per-
of the five major POWers (the United States,

manent representatives
Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and China), each of which would have
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veto power. The Security Council would also have temporary delegates
from several other nations. These agreements became the basis of the
United Nations charter, drafted at a conference of fifty nations beginning
April 25, 1945, in San Francisco. In sharp contrast to the American rejec-
tion of the League of Nations a generation before, the United States Sen-
ate ratified the charter in July by a vote of 80 to 2. (It was, many inter-
nationalists believed, a “second chance” to create a stable world order.)
On other issues, however, the Yalta Conference produced no real
accord. Basic disagreement remained about the postwar Polish govern-
ment. Stalin, whose armies now occupied Poland, had already installed a
Birecreoments aver Polased government composed of the pro-CommMInNist
& “[ ublin” Poles. Roosevelt and Churchill insisted
that the pro-Western “London” Poles must be allowed a place in the War-
saw regime. Roosevelt envisioned a government based on free, democratic
elections—which both he and Stalin recognized the pro-Western forces
would win. Stalin agreed only to a vague compromise by which an unspec-
ified number of pro-Western Poles would be granted a place in the gov-
ernment. He reluctandly consented to hold “free and unfettered elections”
in Poland on an unspecified future date. They did not take place for more
than forty years.
Nor was there agreement about Germany. Roosevelt seemed to want
a reconstructed and reunited Germany. Stalin wanted to impose heavy
reparations on Germany and to ensure a permanent dismemberment of
the nation. "The final agreement was, like the Polish accord, vague and
unstable. The decision on reparations would be referred fo a future com-
mission. The United States, Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union
would each conirol its own “zone of occupation” in Germany—the zones
to be determined by the position of troops at the end of the war. Berlin,
the German capital, was already well inside the Soviet zone, but because
of its symbolic importance it would itself be divided into four occupied
sectors. At an unspecified date, Germany would be reunited. As for the
rest of Europe, the conference produced a murky accord on the estab-
lishment of governments “broadly representative of all democratic ele-
ments” and “responsible to the will of the people.”
Prablens of e Yalta St The Yalta accords, m other words, were less a
settlement of postwar issues than a set of loose
principles that sidestepped the most difficult questions. Roosevelt,
Churchill, and Stalin returned home from the conference each apparently
convinced that he had signed an important agreement. But the Soviet
interpretation of the accords differed so sharply from the Anglo-American
interpretation that the illusion endured only briefly. In the wecks follow-
ing the Yalta Conference, Roosevelt watched with growing alarm as the
Soviet Union moved systematically to establish pro-communist govern-
ments in one Central or Eastern European nation after another and as
Stalin refused to make the changes in Poland that the president believed
he had promised. Still believing the differences could be settled, Roosevelt
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|eft Washington early in the spring for a vacation at his retreat in Warm
Springs, Georgia. There, on April 12, 1945, he suffered a sudden, massive

stroke and died.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE PEACE .

The new president, Harry S. Truman, had almost no familiarity with inter-
nationat issues. Nor did he share Roosevelt’s apparent faith in Soviet flex-
ibility. Truman sided instead with the many people inside the government
who considered the Soviet Union fundamentally untrustworthy and viewed
Stalin himself with suspicion and even loathing.

The Failure of Potsdam

Truman had been in office only a few days before he decided to “get tough”
with the Soviet Union. On April 23, he met with Soviet Foreign Minister
Molotov and sharply chastsed him for violations of the Yalta accords. In
fact, Truman had litde leverage. Russian forces already occupied Poland and
much of the rest of Central and Fastern Burope. (Germany was already
divided among the conquering nations. The United States was still engaged
in a war in the Pacific and was neither able nor willing to enter into a sec-
ond conflict in Europe. Truman insisted that the United States should be

able to get “85 percent” of what it wanted, buthe o0 s
was ultimately forced to settle for much less. gt o Severest
He conceded first on Peland. ‘When Stalin made a few minor conces-
sions to the pro-Western exiles, Truman recognized the Warsaw govern-
ment, hoping that noncommunist forces might gradually expand their
influence there. Until the 1980s, they did not. To settle other questions,
Potsdam, in Russian-occupied Germany, with

Truman met in July at
Churchill (who, after elections in Britain in the midst of the talks, was
Truman reluc-

replaced as prime minister by Clement Attlee) and Stalin.
tantly accepted the adjustments of the Polish-German border that Stalin
had long demanded; he refused, however, to permit the Russians to claim
ons from the American, French, and British zones of Germany.
This stance effectively confirmed that Germany would remain divided.
The western zones ultimately united into one nation, friendly to the
United States, and the Russian zone survived as another nation, with 2

pro-Soviet, comipunist government.

any reparat
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Chione Kokl insurmountable obstacle: the Chinese government

B of Chiang Kai-shek. Chiang was generally friendly
to the United States, but his government was corrupt and incompetent
with feeble popular support. Ever since 1927, the nationalist government
he headed had been engaged in a bitter rivalry with the communist
armies of Mao Zedong. By 1945, Mao was in control of one-fourth of
the population.

Some Americans urged the government to try to find a “third force”
to support as an alternative to either Chiang or Mao. Truman, however,
decided reluctantly that he had no choice but to continue supporting Chi-
ang. For the next several years the United States continued to pump
money and weapons to Chiang, even as it was becoming clear that the
cause was lost. But Truman was not prepared to intervene militarily to
save the nationalist regime.

Instead, the American government began to consider an alternative
to China as the strong, pro-Western force in Asia: a revived Japan. Aban-
doning the strict occupation policies of the first years after the war (when
General Douglas MacArthur had governed the nation), the United States
lifted restrictions on industrial development and encouraged rapid eco-

nomic growth in Japan. The vision of an open,
Topan Rectored united vgvorld was g‘ivgng way in Asia, as it waI; in
Europe, to an acceptance of a divided world with a strong, pro-American
sphere of influence.

The Containment Doctrine

By the end of 1945, a new American foreign policy was slowly emerging.
It became known as containment. Rather than attempting to create 2 uni-
fied, “open” world, the United States and its allies would work to “con-
tain” the threat of further Soviet expansion.

The new doctrine emerged in part as a response to events in Europe
in 1946. In Turkey, Stalin was trying to win control over the vital sea lanes
to the Mediterranean. In Greece, communist forces were threatening the
pro-Western government; the British had announced they could no longer
provide assistance. Faced with these challenges, Truman decided to enun-
ciate a firm new policy. In doing so, he drew from the ideas of the influ-
ential American diplomat George F. Kennan, who had warned not long
after the war that the only viable American response to Soviet power was
“a long-term, patient but firm and vigilant containment of Russian expan-
sive tendencies.” On March 12, 1947, Truman appeared before Congress
and wsed Kennan’s warnings as the basis of what became known as the
Thonn Doctrine Truman Doctrine. “I believe,” he argued, “that it

must be the policy of the United States to support
free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities
or by outside pressures.” In the same speech he requested $400 million for
aid to Greece and Turkey, which Congress quickly approved.

The An
Turkey and |
More impo:
would survi

Although th
within the T
the left belie
fact, the caus
not, as defen

A less vi
from many 1
wias 100 wea
should be “r
ing communi
Increasing en
organizations

Neither ¢
1940s and 19
competing ch

An integral p
ECONONIIC rec
humanitarian
remain an ec
rebuild; and a
But above all
could be don
Western Eurc
rapidly growir
In June 19
to provide ec
Soviet Union)
Russia and its
sixteen Wester
FiOIl there was
m Czechoslova
Communist got
Economic Coo
the Marshall P
next three year:
$12 billion of .

€conomic reviv:




1e Chinese government
7 was generally friendly
rrupt and incompetent
nationalist government

with the communist
»ntrol of one-fourth of

7 to find a “third force”
Vlap. Truman, however,
ntinue supporting Chi-
zes continued to pump
ecoming clear that the
1 intervene militarily to

consider an alternative
: a revived Japan. Aban-
sars after the war (when
tion), the United States
encouraged rapid eco-
[he vision of an open,
-y in Asia, as it was in
a strong, pro-American

ine
cy was slowly emerging.

empting to create a uni-
es would work to “con-

nse to events in Europe
>l over the vital sea lanes
ses were threatening the
3ed they could no longer
tuman decided to enun-
1 the ideas of the influ-
10 had warned not long
nse to Soviet power was
ament of Russian expan-
speared before Congress
it became known as the
sve,” he argued, “that it
E'Tnited States to support
ion by armed minorities
«quested $400 million for
ly approved.

761
The Cold War

The American commitment ultimately helped ease Soviet pressure on
Turkey and helped the Greek government defeat the commurist insurgents.
More important, it established a basis for American foreign policy that

would survive for more than thirty years.

Opposition 0 Containment

Although the containment policy attracted broad, nonpartisan support

within the Uhnited States, it was not without critics. Many Americans on

the left believed that containment was unjustifiably belligerent and was, 10

fact, the canse of an unnecessary breakdown of American-Soviet relations,

not, as defenders of containment believed, a resualt of that breakdown.

A less visible but more widely held objection to containment came

from many more conservative Americans who believed that containment
was too weak a response o communism. America’s goal, they believed,

should be “rolling back” the borders of communism, not simply contain-
ing communism within them. Many of these critics also opposed America’s

increasing engagement with the United Natons and other international

organizations.
Neither of these views had much influence on American policy in the
1940s and 1950s, but both survived to become the basis of important and -

competing challenges t© containment in the 1960s and beyond.

The Marshall Plan

An integral part of the containment policy was 2 proposal to aid in the

economic reconstruction of Western Burope. There were many motives:

humanitarian concern for the European people; 2 fear that Europe would

remain an econoric drain on the United States if it could not quickly
an market for American goods.

rebuild; and a desire for a strong Europe
But above all, American policymakers believed that unless something
could be done t0 strengthen the shaky pro-American governments in

Western Burope, those governments might fall under the control of

rapidly growing domestic cotumunist parties.
Tn June 1947, Secretary of State George C. Marshall announced 2 plan
to provide economic assistance to all European nations (including the
Soviet Union) that would join in drafting a program for recovery. Although

Russia and its Jastern satellites quickly and predictably rejected the plan,
ted. Whatever opposi-

sixteen Western Furopean nations eagerly participa
tion there was in the United States largely vanished after a sudden coup
in Czechoslovakia in February 1948, which established a Soviet-dominated
communist government. In April, Congress approved the creation of the
Fconomic Cooperation Administration, the agency that would administer
the Marshall Plan, as it became known. Over the
next three years, the Marshall Plan channeled over
$12 billion of American aid into Europe, helping to spark 2 substantal

Mmf&e’iyg Enrspe

cconomic revival. By the end of 1950, European industrial production had
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risen 64 percent, COmURIst strength in the member nations had declined,
and opportunities for American trade had revived.

Mobilization at Home

In 1948, at the president’s request, Congress approved a new military draft
and revived the Selective Service System. In the meantime, the United

States, having failed to reach agreem

national control of nuclear weapons,

research, elevating nuclear weaponry to 2 cent
nal. The Atomic Energy Commission, estab
supervisory body charped with overseeing.a
military alike. And in 1950, the Truman a
development of the new hydrogen bomb, a fuclear weapon far more pow-

erful than those used in 1945.
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DIVIDED EUROPE AFTER WORLD WAR I This map shows the sharp division that emerged in
Europe after World War II between the area under the contrel of the Soviet Union, and the area
allied with the United States. In the east, Soviet control or influence extended into all the nations
shaded gold—including the eastern half of Germany. In the west and south, the green-shaded
nations were allied with the United States as members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
{NATO). The countries shaded brown were aligned with neither of the two superpowers. The
small map in the upper right shows the division of Berlin among the various occupying powers at
the end of the war. Eventually, the American, British, and French sectors were combined to
create West Berlin, a city governed by West Germany but endrely surrounded by communist
Fast Germany. «+ How did the West prevent Enst Germany from absorbing West Berlin?

people alive. In the spring of 1949, Stalin lifted the now ineffective
blockade. And in October, the division of Germany into two nations—
the Federal Republic in the west and the Democratic Republic in the
East—became official.

The crisis in Berlin accelerated the consolidation of what was already
in effect an alliance among the United States and the countries of West-
ern Europe. On April 4, 1949, twelve natons signed an agreement estab-
lishing the North Adantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and declaring

(text continues on page 763)
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DEBATING THE PAST _

"The Cold War |
For more than a decade after thi:-beg’-inﬁing of the Cold War, few historians saw
any reason to challenge the official American interpretation of its origins. The
breakdown of relations between the United States and the Soviet Union was,
most agreed, a direct result of Soviet expansionism and of Stalin's violation of the .

wartime agreements forged at Yalta and Potsdam. The Soviet imposition of com-

“munist regimes in Eastern Europe was part of a larger ideological design to spread
‘communism throughout

the world.: American policy was the logital and neces-
sary response: a firm commitment to-oppose Soviet expansionism and to keep
Ammnerican forces in a continual state of readiness. - " ' .
Disillusionment with the official justifications for the Cold War-began to
find expression even in the late 1950s, when ‘anticommunist -sentiment in..
America remained strong and pervasive. William Appleman Williams’s The
Tragedy of American Diplomacy (1959) insisted that the -Cold. War was simply
the most recent version of .a .consistent American effort in the;'tw_et;tietll_'cenJ _
-tary to presérve an “open door” for American trade in-world markets. The

confrontation with the Soviet Union; he argued; was less. a response: to Soviet. -
aggressive designs than an expréssion of the Amierican belief in the necessity-

of capitalist expansion. . . . S AR : :
" A the Vietnam War grew larger and more unpopuilar in the 1960s, the
scholarly critique. of the Cold War quickly gained intensity. Walter T.aFeber’s
Awmerica, Russia, and the Cold War, first published in 1967, maintained that Amer-
ica’s supposedly idealistic internationalism at the close of the ‘war was.in reality
an effort to ensure a postwar order shaped in the Amnerican image—with every
nation open to' American influence (and. to- American trade). That was why the

United States was so apt to misinterpret Soviet policy, much of which _'re_f,'ﬂé_‘cted-
a perfectly reasonable commitment to.ensure the security of the Soviet-Union
itself, as part of 4 larger aggressive design., .~ w0 e

The revisionist interpretations-of the;'CQId_'-W@'_ﬁ}ﬁ;_I;@tﬁely p_I;:Odile.:'d.'a '

reaction of their own: what has' comie to be known as “postrevisionist” schol-
arship. Theé-most important works- iil this school have ‘attempted tostrike a
balance between orthodoxy and revisionism and to identify areas of blame and

patterns. of misconceptions on both sides-of the”conflict.’An important early. -
statement of this. approach was John Lewis: Gaddis, The Unitéd States: and the. .

Cold War, 1941-1947.(1972), which argued that-“neither side can bear sole’
responsibility for the onset of the Cold War:” ‘Both sides: had limited optons, -

given their own -political constraints and: their own preconceptions. Other:

postrevisionist works—by Thomas G. Paterson, Melvyn Teffler, William Tiub-
" man, and others—have elaborated on ways-in which:the United-States and the

Soviet Union acted in response.to genuine, if not necessarily accurate, jeliefs-
about the intentions. of the other. “The United. States' and the Soviet Union. -
were. doomed to be antagonists,” Ermest May wrote. in 1984.. “There probably-

was never any real possibility that the post-1945 relationship could be anything
but hostility verging o conflict.” = -7 ST e e
Since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, scholars have hiad access to newly

released Russian archives: that have esriched—although' not' fundamentally

altered—the way historians view the Cold War. Johi Lewis Gaddis; in We Now:
- Know: Rethinking Cold War History (1998) and The Cold War (2005) ‘portrays
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Cold War __soméwh:_af more &a;igéfqﬁS, than hlsown g:_arlier_'stl_idi,es_,fénd tho_s_ébf_ '
many other:scholars, had portrayed, and argues that the strong: anticommunist .

: positi_ons__-df Margaret Tha‘_tc;hcr,f'_Ronald ‘Reagan, and Pope John Paul 1 had a

larger jmpact on.the’ weakening of the Soviet- Union'than previously under-

- stood. Similarly assisted by newly released archives, Arne Westad, in The Global .

Cold War, ‘roots the origins .of the fd_angerousii.nsi_:ab_ility in the séo_—_call_g.’d Third
World in the ':fre_qu_er_;t'int'c'_r'vént_i{:uris of both the Soviet Union and the United

(text continued from page 763)

+that an armed attack against one member would be considered an attack
against all. The NATO countries would, moreover, maintain a standing
military force in Europe to defend against what many believed was the
threat of a Soviet invasion. The formation of NATO eventually spurred
(he Soviet Union to create an alliance of its own with the communist gov-

emments in Eastern Europe, as formalized in 1955 by the Warsaw Pact.

Reevaluating Cold War Policy

In September 1949, the Soviet Union successfully exploded its first atomic
weapon, years earlier than predicted, shocking and frightening many
Americans. So did the collapse of Chiang Kai-shek’s nationalist govern-
ment in China, which occurred with startling speed in the last months of
1949. Chiang fled with his political allies and the remnants of his army
to the offshore island of Formosa (Taiwan), and the entire Chinese main-
land came under the control of a communist government  that many
Americans believed to be an extension of the Soviet Union. The United
States refused to recognize the new communist regime.

Tn this atmosphere of escalating crisis, Truman called for a thorough
review of American foreign policy. The result, a ] .
National Security Counci%nreport, issued in 1950 Cuntaisment Expanded
and commonly lmown as NSC-68, outlined a shift in the American posi-
tion. The first statements of the containment doctrine—the writings of
George Kennan, the Truman Doctrine speech-—had made at least some
distinetions between areas of vital interest to the United States and areas
of less importance to the nation’s foreign policy and had called on Amer-
ica to shate the burden of containment with its allies. But NSC-68 argued
that the United States could no longer rely on other nations to take the
initiative in resisting communism. It must move on its own to stop com-
munist expansion virtually anywhere it occurred, regardless of the intrin-
sic strategic or econoric value of the lands in question. Among other
things, the report called for a major expansion of American military
power, with a defense budget almost four times the previously projected

figure.
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HARRY AND BESS TRUMAN AT HOME Senator Harry Truman and his wife Bess pose for
photographers in the kitchen of their Washington apartment, suggesting the “common man”
image that Truman retained throughout his public life. The picture was taken shortly before the
1944 Democratic National Convention, which would nomipate Truman for vice president. Less
than a year later, the Trumans would be living in the White House. (Bentmann/Corbis)

AMERICA AFTER THE WAR

The crises overseas were not the only frustrations the American people
encountered after the war. The nation also faced serious, if short-lived,
economic difficulties in adapting to peace. And it suffered from an excep-
tionally heated political climate that produced a new wave of insecurity

and repression.

The Problems of Reconversion

Despite widespread predictions that the end of the war would return
America to depression conditions, economic growth continued after 1945.
Pent-up consumer demand from workers who had accumulated substan-

tial savings during the war helped spur the boom. So did a $6 billion tax
cut. The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944,

goil better known as the GI Bill of Rights, provided
housing, education, and job training subsidies to veterans and increased
spending even further.
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The GI Bill expressed the progressive hopes of many Americans who
wanted to see the government do more to assist its citizens. But it also
expressed some of the enduring inequalities in American life. Few GI Bill
benefits were available to women, even though many women had assisted
the war effort in important ways. And while the GI Bill jtself did not
discriminate against African Americans, its provisions giving local gov-
ernments jurisdiction allowed southern states, in particular, to deny or
limit benefits to black veterans. .

This flood of consumer demand contributed to more than two years
of serious inflation, during which prices rose at annual rates of 14 to 15
percent. Compounding the.economic difficultics was a sharp rise in labor
unrest. By the end of 1945, major strikes had occurred in the automobile,
electrical, and steel industries. In April 1946, John L. Lewis led the
United Mine Workers out on strike, shutting down the coal fields for
forty days. Truman finally forced -coal producdon ok :
to resume by ordering government seizure of the T
mines. But in the process, he pressured mine owners to grant the union
most of its demands. Almost simultaneously, the nation’s railroads suffered
a total shutdown—the first in the nation’s history—as two major unions
walked out on strike. By threatening to use the army to run the trains,
Truman pressured the strikers hack to work after only a few days.

Reconversion was particularly difficult for the millions of women and
minorities who had entered the work force during the war. With veterans
retarning home, employers tended to push women, African Americans,
Hispanics, and others out of the plants to make room for white males.
Some war workers, particularly women, left the work force voluntarily, out
of a desire to return to their former domestic lives. But as many as 80 per-
¢ent of women workers, and virtually all black and TTispanic males, wanted
to continue working. The postwar inflation, the pressure to meet the

owing expectations of a high-consumption society, the rising divorce rate
(which left many women responsible for their own economic well-being)—
all combined to create a high demand for paid employment among
women. As they found themselves excluded from industrial jobs, there-
fore, women workers moved increasingly into other areas of the economy

(above all, the service sector).

The Fair Deal Rejected

Days after the Japanese surrender, Truman submitted to Congress a
twenty-one-point domestic program outlining what he later named the
«“Fair Deal.” It called for expansion of Social Security benefits, the rais-
ing of the legal minimum wage from 40 to 65 cents an hour, a program
to ensure full employment through aggressive use of federal spending and

investrnent, a permanent Fair Employment Practices Act, public housing .

and sham clearance, long-range environmental and public works planning,
and government promotion f scientific research. Weeks later he added
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other proposals: federal aid to education, government health insurance

and prepaid medical care, fanding for the St. Lawrence Seaway, and

natonalization of atomic energy. :
ams fell victim to the same public and

But most of Truman’s progr
congressional conservatism that had crippled the last years of the New
as the

Deal. Indeed, that conservatism seemed to be intensifying,
November 1946 congressional elections suggested. Using the simple but

devastating slogan “Had Enough?” the Republican Party won control of

both houses of Congress, which quickly moved to reduce government

spending and chip away at New Deal reforms. Its most notable action

was its assault on the Wagner Act of 1935, in the form of the Labor-

Management Relations Act of 1947, better known as the Taft-Hartley
Act. It made illegal the closed shop (a workplace in which no one can be
hired without first being a member of a union). And although it contin-
ued to permit-the creation of union shops (in which workers must join
a union after being

i laws prohibiting even that. The Taft-Hardey Act
e also empowered the president to call for a ten-
week “cooling=off” period before 2 strike by issuing an injunction against
any work:stoppage that endangered national safety or health. OQutraged
workers and union leaders denounced the measure as “slave labor bill.”
Truman vetoed it. But both houses easily overruled him the same day.
The Taft-Hartley Act did not destroy the labor movement. But it did
damage weaker unions in relatively lightly organized industries such as
chericals and textiles, and it made much more difficult the organizing

of workers who had never been union members at all, especially in the

South and the West.

The Election of 1948

Truman and his advisers believed that the American public was not ready
to abandon the achievements of the New Deal, despite the 1946 election
results. As they planned their strategy for the 1948 campaign, therefore,
they hoped to appeal to enduring Democratic Joyalties. Throughout 1948,
Traman proposed one reform measure after another (including, on
February 2, the first major civil rights bill of the century). To no one’s
surprise, Congress ignored or defeated thein all, but the president was

building campaign issues for the fall.

There remained, however, the problemé of Truman’s personal
sumption among much of the electorate that he.

Purty facked stature and that his administration was weak
T and inept—and the deep divisions within the
Democratic Party. At the Democratic Convention that summer, two fac
tions abandoned the party altogether. Angered by Troman’s proposed civil
rights bill and by the approval at the convention of a civil rights plank i
the platform (engineered by Hubert Humphrey, the reform mayor of

unpopularity—the as

hired), it permitted states to pass “right-to-work”
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¢ (53% of electorate voling)

Electoral vote  Popular vote . (%)

Harry 5. Truman {Pemacratic) 303 24,105,695  (49.5)
Thomas E. Dewey (Republican) | 189 21,969,170 (45.1)

Strom Thurmond (States’ Rights) 39 1,169,021 (2.1)

Henry A. Wallace (Progressive) . . S 1156108 (24)

'

5

e

5388 Other candidates (Communist,

S5 prohibition, Socilist Labor, Liberty) . 272713 —

ELECTION OF 1948 Despite the widespread expectation that the Republican candidate, Thomas
Dewey, would easily defeat Truman in 1948, the president in fact won 2 substantial re-election
victory that year. This map shows the broad geographic reach of Truman's victory. Dewey swept
most of the Northeast, but Traman doginated almost everywhere else. Strom Thurmond, the
States’ Rights candidate, carried four states in the South. ¢ What bad prompted Thurmond to

desert the Democratic Party and run for president on bis vam?

@ For an interactive version of this map go to www.mhhe.com/unfinishednation5
ch29maps

Minneapolis), Southern conservatives walked out and formed the States’
Rights (or “Dixiecrat”) Party, with Governor Strom Thurmond of South
Carolina as its nominee. At the same time, some members of the party’
left wing—contemptuous of what they considered Truman’s ineffectual
leadership and his excessively confrontational stance toward the Soviet
Union—joined the new Progressive Party, whose candidate was Henry
A. Wallace. '

Many Democratic liberals who were unhappy with Truman were unwill-
ing to leave the party. The Americans for Demo- .o
cratic Action (ADA), a coalition of anticommunist m
Liberals, tried to entice Dwight D. Eisenhower, :
the popular war hero, to contest the nomination. Only after Eisenhower
refused did liberals concede the nomination to “Truman. The Republicans,
in the meantime, once again nominated Governor ‘Thomas E. Dewey of
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New York. Austere, dignified, and competent, be seemed to offer an unbeat-
able alternative to the president. Loom

Only ‘Truman, it sometimes appeared, believed he could win. As the’ the g‘[
campaign gathered momentum, he became more and more aggressive, tarn- July 1
ing the fire away from himself and toward Dewey and the “do-nothing, Amer
good-for-nothing” Republican Congress, which was, he told voters, respon- and as
sible for fueling inflation and abandoning workers and common people. 'To image
damatize his point,he called Congress into special session in July to give the ri
it a chance, he said, to enact the liberal measures the Republicans had techne
recently ‘written into their platform. Congress met for two weeks and, pre- T
dictably, managed to pass almost nothing. . was ol

S On election night, to the surprise of almost '

S iy everyone, he won a narrow but decisive and dramatic leizzn:
victory: 49.5 percent of the popular vote to Dewey’s 45.1 percent (with the charac
two splinter parties dividing the small remainder evenly between them), and indivic
an electoral margin of 303 to 189. Democrats, in the meantime, had decade
regained both houses of Congress by substantial margins. ing pi

. nuclea

. The Fair Deal Revived 1950s

Despite the Democratic victories, the Eighty-first Congress was lictle ' trayals
more hospitable to Truman’s Fair Deal reform. Truman did win some depict
important victoties, to be sure. Congress raised the legal minimum wage i St
from 40 cents to 75 cents an hour. It approved an important expansion WEIpO
of the Social Security system, increasing benefits by 75 percent and . buildir
extending them to 10 million additional people. And it passed the - of nuc
National Housing Act of 1949, which provided for the construction of ' system
810,000 units of low-income housing accompanied by long-term rent ' water :
subsidies. . , S Ameri
But on other issues—national health insurance and aid to education Ar
among them—Truman made little progress. Nor was he able to persuade _dazzles
Congress to accept the civil rights legislation he proposed in 1949, legis- tions t
Jation that would make lynching a federal crime, provide federal protec- tific ke
tion of black voting rights, abolish the poll tax, and establish a new Fair lead it
Employment Practices Commission to curb discrimination in hiring. . - Hirost:
Southern Democrats filibustered to kill the bill. R knowle
Undeterred, Truman proceeded on his own to battle several forms cruelty

of racial discrimination. He orderedan end .to discrimination in the Tt
- hiring of government employees. He began to dismantle segregation atom,”
within the armed forces. And he allowed the Justice Department to be comple
come actively involved in court battles against discriminatory statute ~ mately
The Supreme Court, in the meantime, signaled its own growing aware ?\EOD‘EI'C
uclea

ormiment ESS of the issue by ruling, in Shelley v. Kraem
s (1948), that courts could not be used to enforc
private “covenants” meant to bar blacks from res

idential neighborhoods.

s
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The Nuclear Age

Looming over the many struggles of the postwar years

~ the great and terrible mushroom clouds that had risen ove
cities of Hiroshima

 July 1945 and over the ruined Japanese
ineri ted these terrible new instruments of
and awe, but also with expectation. Postwar
the nuclear war that many Ameri
¢he rivalry with the Soviet Union, and the bright image
rechnological future that atomic power might help to

The fear of nuclear weapons appeared widely in pop

image of

was often disguised. The late 1940s and

film moir, a kind of filmmaking that originated in
France and had been named for the dark lighting
enre. American film noir portraye

characteristic of the g

individuals in an impersonal world—a staple of

decades—but also suggested the menacing charact
times, popular fears addressed

lebrated television show of the
which featored dramatic pot-
comic books, which
d from destruction.

blic because awareness of nuclear
chools and office
or the possibility

ing possibility of vast destruction. Some
nuclear fear explicitly—for example, the ce
1950s and early 1960s, The Twilight Zone,
trayals ‘of the aftermath of nuclear war; or postwar
depicted powerful superheroes saving the worl

Such images resonated with the pu
uile-into their daily lives. S

weapons was increasingly b

The Cold War

carly 1930s were

buildings held regular air raid drills, to prepare people

of nuclear attack. Radio stations regularly te:
systems, which stood in readiness for war.
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On June 24, 1950, the armies of communist North Korea swept across
their southern border and invaded the pro-Western half of the Korean
peninsula. Within days, they had occupied much of South Korea, includ-
ing Seoul, its capital. Almost immediately, the United States committed
itself to the conflict.

The Divided Peninsula

When World War II ended, both the United States and the Soviet
Union had troops in Korea fighting the Japanese; neither army was will-
ing to leave. Instead, they divided the nation, supposedly temporarily,

e Chinese and North Karean counterattack 7
(Mov. 26, 1950-Jan. 24, 1951} i
Final UN counterattack
(Jan. 25-April 21,1951}

UN counterattack Fert
(Sept. 15, 1950-Nov. 24, 1550} |

SR Aoy

T YellewSea

‘THE KORFAN WAR, 1950-1953 These two maps illustrate the changing fortunes of UN forces
(which were mostly American) in Korea during the 1950-1953 war. The map at the left shows the
- extent of the North Korean invasion of the South in 1950; communist forces for a time controlled

all of Korea except a small area around Pusan in the southeast. On September 15, 1950, UN woops

under Douglas MacArthur landed in force at Inchon and soon drove the North Koreans back across
the border. MacArthur then pursued the North Koreans well into their own territory. The map at
right shows the very different circumstances once the Chinese entered the war in November 1950.
Chinese forces drove the UN army back helow the 38th parallel and, briefly, deep fnto South
Korea, below Seoul. The UN troops fought back to the prewar border between North and South
Korea late in 1951, but the war then bogged down fnto a stalemate that continued for a year and
ahalf. & What impact did the Korean War have on American politics in the early 195057
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WINTER IN KOREA, 1950 An American soldier trudges to the crest of an icy andl embattled
hing in North Korea between American divisions and Chisese communist "

ridge during bitter fig]
forces, who had entered the war as the United Nations forces approached the Korean-Chinese

border. (The National Archives and Records Admeini ration)

along the 38th parallel. The Russians finally departed in 1949, leaving
behind a communist government in the north with a strong, Soviet-

equipped army. The Americans left a few months later, handing control
to the pro-Western government: of Syngman e
Rhee. Anticommunist but only nominally demo- e
cratic, he used his relatively small military primarily to'suppress internal

opposition.

"The relative weakness of the south offered a strong temptation to
nationalists in the North Korean government who wanted to reunite the
country, particularly after the American government implied that it did
not consider South Korea within its own “defense perimeter.” The Soviets
and Chinese did not order the invasion, but they did not uy to stop it
and supported the offensive once it began. . '

Almost immediately on June 27, 1950, the president ordered Jimited
American military assistance to South Korea, and on the same day he
appealed to the United Nations to intervene. The Soviet Union was
boycotting the Security Council at the time (to protest the council’s refusal
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to recognize the new communist government of China) and was thus
unable to exercise its veto power. As a result, American delegates were able
to win UN agreement to 2 resolution calling for international assistance
to the Rhee govermnent On June 30, the United States ordered its own
ground forces into Korea, and Truman appointed General Douglas
MacArthur to command the UN operations there. (Several other nations
provided assistance and troops, but the “UN” armies were, in fact, over-
whelmingly American.)

4 After a surprise Ametican invasion at Inchon

T ' in September had routed the North Korean forces
from the south and sent them fleeing back across the 38th parallel,
Truman gave MacArthur permission to pursue the communists into their
own territory. Hoping now to create “a unified, independent and demo-
cratic Korea,” the President had moved beyond simple containment to an
attempted rollback of communist power.

From Invasion to Stalemate

For several weeks, MacArthur’s invasion of North Korea proceeded
smoothly. On October 19, the capital, Pyongyang, fell to the UN forces.
. Victory seemed near—until the Chinese government, alarmed by the
movement of American forces toward its border, intervened. In early
o November, cight divisions of the Chinese army
; T entered the war. The UN offensive stalled and
then collapsed. Through December 1950, outnumbered American forces
_were forced into a rapid, bitter retreat. Within weeks, communist forces
had pushed the Americans back below the 38th parallel once again and
had recaptured the South Korean capital of Seoul. By mid-January 1951
the rout had ceased; and by March the UN armies had managed to regain
much of the territory they had recently lost, taking back Seoul and push-
ing the communists north of the 38th paralle! for the second time. With
that, the war turned into a protracted stalemate. .

From the start, Truman had been determined to avoid a direct conflict -
with China, which he feared might lead to a new world war. Once China -
entered the war, he began seeking a negotiated solution to the souggle.
But General MacArthur had ideas of his own. The United States was really
fighting the Chinese, MacArthur argued. It should, therefore, attack China
itself, if not through an actual invasion, then at least by bombing com-
munist forces massing north of the Chinese border or even using atomic
weapons. In March 1951, he indicated his unhappiness in a public letter
to House Republican leader Joseph W. Martin that concluded: “There is
no substitute for victory.” His position had wide popular support. The
release ‘of the Martin letter struck the president as intolerable insubordi- -
nation. On April 11, 1951, he relieved MacArthur of his command. >

Sixty-nine percent of the American people supported MacArthur, a
Gallup poll reported. When the general returtied to the United States.
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er in 1951, he was greeted with wild enthustasm.
iblic criticism' of Truman finally abated some-

at when a number of prominent military figures, S -
cluding General Omar Bradley, publicly supported the president’s

. decision. But substantial hostility toward Truman remained. In the mean-

time, the Korean stalemate continued. Negotiations between the opposing

forces began at Panmunjom in July 1951, but the talks—and the war—

dragged on undl 1953.

_ 5 Limited Mobilization
Just as the war in Korea produced only a limited American military com-
itment abroad, so it created only a limited economic mobilization at home.
Truman set up the Office of Defense Mobilization to fight inflation
by holding down prices and discouraging high union wage demnands.
When these cautious regulatory efforts failed, the president took more
drastic action. Railroad workers walked off the job in 1951, and Truman,
who considered the workers’ demands inflationary, ordered the govern-
ment to seize control of the railroads. In 1952, during 2 natdonwide steel
strike, Truman seized the steel mills, citing his powers as commander in
chief. But in a 6-to-3 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that the presi-
dent had exceeded his authority, and Trursan was forced to relent.

The Korean War significantly boosted economic growth by pumping
the economy at a point when many believed

e war had other, less welcome effects. It
America’s position in the world
te contin--

new government funds into
it was about to decline. But th
came at a time of rising insecurity about
and intensified anxiety about communism. As the long stalema
ued, producing 140,000 American dead and
wounded, frustration turned to anger. The United
States, which had recently won the greatest war in '
history, scemed unable to conchide what many Americans considered a
minor border skirmish in a small country. Many began to believe that
something must be deeply wrong—not only in Korea but within the
United States as well. Such fears contributed to the rise of the second

major campaign of the century against domestic communism.

_ THE CRUSADE AGAINST SUBVERSION

Why did the American people develop a growing fear of internal com-
rmunist subversion—a fear that by the early 1950s had reached the point
but no single defini-

of near hysteria? There are many possible answers,
tive explanation.

One factor was obvious. Communism was 1ot an imagined enemy. It
had tangible shape, in Joset Stalin and the Soviet Union. Adding to the

~
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concern were the Korean stalemate, the “loss” of China, and the Soviet
developmeént of an atomic bomb. Searching for someone to blame, many
began to believe that there was 2 communist conspiracy within American
borders. But there were other factors as well, rooted in events in American

domestic politics.

HUAC and Alger Hiss

Much of the anticommunist furor emerged out of the search by the
Republican Party for an issue with which to atrack the Democrats, and
out of the efforts of the Democrats to take that issue away from them.
Beginning in 1947, the House Un-American Activities Comimittee
(HUAC) held widely publicized investigations to prove that, under
Democratic rule, the government had tolerated (if not actually encour-
aged) communist subversion. The committee turned first to the movie
industry, arguing that communists had infiltrated Hollywood 2nd tainted
Ametican flms with propaganda. Writers and producers, some of them
forimer communists, were called to testify; and when some of them (*the

B

Trving Kaufman sentenced them to death. (Bettrmann/Corbis)

THE ROSENBERGS Julius and Ethel Rosenberg leave federal court in 1 police van after being -
convicted in March 1951 of transmitting atomic secreis to the Soviet Union. A week later, Judge
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refused to. answer ti i
fused to. answer questlons The “Hhi

Jollywood Ten”)

s, they were sent to jail for contempt. Others were barred from

More alarming to the public-was HUAC’ investigation into charges

- of disloyalty Jeveled against a former high-ranking member of the State

Department: Alger Hiss. In 1948, Whittaker Chambers, a former com-
fmunist agent, now 2 conservative editor at Time magazine, told the com-

 mittee that Hiss had passed classified State Department documents to him

in 1937 and 1938. When Hiss sued bim for slander, Chambers produced
microfilms of the documents (called - the “pumpkin papers,” because

" Chambers had kept them hidden in a pumpkin in his vegetable garden).

Hiss could not be tried for espionage because of the statute of limitations
(which protects ‘ndividuals from prosecution for most crimes after seven
years have passed). But Jargely because of the relentless efforts of Richard
M. Nixon, a freshman congressman from California and a member of
HUAC, Hiss was convicted of perjury and served several years in prison.
The Hiss case not only discredited a prominent young diplomat; it cast
suspicion on a generation of liberal Democrats. It also transformed Nixon
‘1to a national figure and helped him win a Senate seat in 1950.

The Federal Loyalty Programt and the Rosenberg Case

Partly to protect itself against Republican attacks, partly to encourage sup-
port for the president’s foreign policy initiatives, the Truman administra-
tion in 1947 initiated a widely publicized program to review the “loyalty”
of federal employees. By 1951, more than 2,000 government employees
had resigned under pressure and 212 had been dismissed.

“The Federal Employee Loyalty Program - helped launch 2 major
assault on subversion throughout the government—and beyond. The’
attorney general established a widely cited list of supposedly subversive"
organizations. The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBD);
J. Edgar Hoover, investigated and harassed alleged s
radicals. In 1950, Congress passed the McCarran e
Internal Security Act, which, among other restric- -
tions on “subversive” activity, required that all communist organizations
register with the governmeit and publish their records. Congress édsily
overrode Truman’s veto of the bill.

The successful Soviet detonation of an atomic bomb in 1949, earlier
than generally expected, suggested to some that there had been 2 con-
spiracy to pass American atomic secrets to the Russians. In 1950, Klaus
Fuchs, a young British scientist, seemed to confirm those fears when he
testified that he had delivered to the Russians details of the bomb’s
manufacture. The case ultimately moved to an obscure New York couple,

(text comtinues on Page 779"
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Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, members of the Communist Party. The gov-
ernment claimed the Rosenbergs had received secret information from
Ethel’s brother, 2 machinist on the Manhattan Project in New Mexico,
and had passed it on to the Soviet Union through other agents (includ-
ing Fuchs). The Rosenbergs were convicted and, on April 5, 1951, sen-
tenced to death. After two vears of appeals and public protests, they died
in the electric chair on June 19, 1953. -

Al these factors—the HUAC investigations, the Hiss trial, the Joyalty”
investigations, the McCarran Act, the Rosenberg case—combined with
other concerns by the early 1950s to create a fear of communist subver-
sion that seemed to grip the entire country. State and local governments,
the judiciary, schools and universitics, labor unions—all sought to purge
themselves of real or imagined subversives. It was a S PGl
climate that made possible the rise of an extraordi- Growing Soar of Sx
nary public figure.

McCarthyism

Joseph McCarthy was an undistinguished, first-term Republican senator
from Wisconsin when, in February 1950, in the midst of a speech in
Wheeling, West Virginia, he lifted up a sheet of paper and claimed to
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“hold in my hand” a list of 205 known communists currently working in
the American State Department. No person of comparable stature had
ever made so bold a charge against the federal government. In the months
to come, as McCarthy repeated and expanded on his accusations, he
emerged as the nation’s most prominent leader of the crusade against
domestic subversion. : '

Within weeks of his charges against the State Department, McCarthy
leveled accusations at other agencies. After 1952, with the Republicans in
control of the Senate and McCarthy now the chairman of 2 special
subcommittee, he conducted highly publicized investigations of alleged
subversion in many areas of the government. McCarthy never produced
conclusive evidence that any federal employee was a communist. But 2
i growing constituency adored him nevertheless for
i Searig Foparity [oo coarse, “fearless” assaults on a government
establishment that many considered arfogant, effete, even traitorous.
Republicans, in particular, rallied to his claims that the Democrats had
been responsible for “twenty years of treason” and that only a change of
parties could rid the country 5f subversion. McCarthy, in short, provided
his followers with an issue into which they could channel a wide range of
resentments: fear of communism, animosity toward the country’s “eastern
establishment,” and frustrated partisan ambitions. ¥or a time, McCarthy
intimidated all but a few people from opposing him. Even the highly pop-

ular Dwight D. Eisenhower, running for president in 1952, did not speak

out against him, although he disliked McCarthy’s tactics and was outraged
at, among other things, McCarthy’s attacks on General George Marshall.

The Republican Revival

Public frustration over the stalemate in Korea and popular fears of inter-
nal subversion combined to make 1952 a bad year, for the Democratic Party.
Truman, now deeply unpopular, withdrew from the presidential contest.
The party united instead behind Governor Adhai E. Stevenson of linois.
Stevenson’s dignity, wit, and eloquence made him a beloved figure to many
liberals and intellectuals. But those same qualities seemed only to fuel
Republican charges that Stevenson lacked the strength or the will to com-
bat communism sufficiently. -
Stevenson’s greatest problem, however, was the Republican candidate
opposing him. Rejecting the offorts of .conservatives to nominate Robert
"Tift or Douglas MacArthur, the Republicans turned to a man who had no
previous identification with the party: General Dwight D. Eisenhower—
military hero, commander of NATO, president of Columbia University—
who won nomination on the first ballot. He chose as his running mate the
young California senator who had gained national prominence through his
crusade against Alger Hiss: Richard M. Nixon. -
" TIn the fall campaign, Eisenhower attracted support through his genial-
ity and his statesmanlike pledges to settle the Korean ¢

onflict. Nixon (after
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surviving early accusations of financial improprieties, which he effectively
neutralized in a famous television address, the “Checkers speech”)
exploited the issue of domestic anticommunism by attacking the Demo-
crats for “cowardice” and “appeasement.” The response at the polls was
overwhelming. Eisenhower won both a popular and
an electoral landslide: 55 percent of the popular =
vote to Stevenson’s 44 percent, 442 electoral votes to Stevenson’s 89.

Republicans gained control of both houses of Congress for the first time
since 1946.

Even during World War 11, when the United States and the Soviet Union
were allies, it was evident to leaders in both nations that America and
Russia had quite different visions of what the postwar world should look
like. Very quickly after the war ended, the once fruitful relationship
between the world’s greatest powers quickly soured. Americans came to
believe that the Soviet Union was an expansionist tyranny little different
from Hitler’s Germany. Soviets came to believe that the United States was
tying to protect its own dominance in the world by encircling the Soviet
Union. The result of these tensions was what became known by the end
of the 1940s as the Cold War.

In the early years of the Cold War, the United States constructed a
series of policies designed to prevent both war and Soviet aggression. It
helped rebuild the shattered economies of Western Europe through the
Marshail Plan, to stabilize those nations and prevent them from becom-
ing communist. America embraced a2 new foreign policy~~known as
containment—-that committed it to keep the Soviet Union from expand-
ing its influence further into the world. The United States and Western
Furope formed a strong and enduring alliance, NATO, to defend Europe
against possible Soviet advances. '

In 1950, the armed forces of communist North Korea launched an
invasion of the noncommunist South; and to most Americans the conflict
quickly came to be seen as a test of American resolve. The Korean War
was long, costly, and unpopular, with many military setbacks and frustra-
tions. In the end, however, the United States—working through the
United Nations—managed to drive the North Koreans out of the -south
and stabilize the original division of the peninsula.

The Korean War hardened American foreign policy into a much
more rigidly anticommunist form. It undermined the Truman adminis-
tration, and the Democratic Party, and helped strengthen conservatives
and Republicans. It greatly strengthened an already powerful crusade
against communists, and -those believed to be communists, within the
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United States—a crusade often kmown as McCarthyism, because of the
notoriety of Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin, the most celebrated
leader of the effort. '

America after World War 11 was indisputably the wealthiest and most
powerful nation in the world. But in the harshi climate of the Cold War,
neither wealth nor power could dispel deep anxieties and bitter divisions.
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