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Qam.unﬁ._oa are up fourfold. Rusk concluded: “On the present
basis, they are not going to come out of it like they had
hoped.” . , .
Om course, he said, a question is: “What are the big brothers
going to do?” The evidence is that they are “more cautious
in action than in words.” “It’s a tough game we’re. playing
and we could be wrong,” he warned. And he added quickly:
. “The President cannot rely on a guess on this subject.”
“Everybody can say, ‘Sorry, boss, I was wrong,’ » except hirm:
Those who make policy, Rusk continued, can “draw no
ao.nE.bm_ conclusion about what the other side will not do.
Decisions have to be based on all contingencies and all con:
sequences of various alternatives.” “If the other side is as con-
cerned as they ought to be in similar fashion, maybe we’ll get
some peace out of it at some point.” - .

In response to a question of mine; Rusk switched back to

the subject of the hearings held by the Senate Committee on:

mo.nammb Relations. He stated with some heat that Senator Ful-
bright declares we ought to offer “the other side” something.
Yet, Rusk said, “‘nobody is offering us anything,.”

As our talk on Vietnam was aﬁmém to a close, Rusk
seemed to sum up his feelings on the critics, He said plain-
E@ﬁ. “We’re caught between the hawks and the doves.” .

- The next morning, I had an appointment at the White
moc..m.n to see the President. He greeted me in his oval office
and immediately led the way into what he had called, the _mmm
time I saw him, his “little office,”” a place he can retreat to
just off the main room. Mr. Johnson asked me if he could get
me a soft drink; he was having -one. I accepted. I sat on a
small sofa. The President sat in an easy chair facing me: Press
Secretary Bill Moyers, who had joined us, sat across from us.
 The President turned to me, his mind plainly on the Amer-
ican soldiers in Vietnam and bégan to talk.

He was proud, he said, that we had moved between 150,000
wba 200,000 men into Vietnam with “the greatest efficiency
in the history of the world.” He spoke of the medical fa-’
cilities which had been built and of the care which is waiting .-
for our wounded when they arrive from the field. General-
Westmoreland, he said, has called our Army ““the most mobile”’

under any flag, the best-equipped and the one with the most
firepower per man.” He said he had asked Westmoreland if
he was short of anything and he had replied that he was short
of nothing that affects the effectiveness or morale of our men.

The President returned to thoughts of the casualties. “We
have,” he said, “the lowest ratio of dead to wounded we've
ever had,” and he attributed that to the mobility of our forces.

He marveled at how, through the use of helicopters, it is pos:

‘sible to move a man from the battleficld to a hospital in 30

minutes to an hour. He had praise not only for the medical

“people but also for the search-and-rescue units. .
" Then Mr. Johnson alluded to the Vietcong losses. He said
_they had suffered close to 30,000 killed, wounded, missing

and captured in two months. “We don’t think Hanoi has yet

realized how serious it is,” he observed gravely. “They are
‘looking at things through rose-colored glasses, intoxicated

perhaps by the debate back here.”” He said it will take awhile’

' for “their own casualties to catch up with them.”
. The President shared with.me the weekly cable to him from
* Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge in Saigon, which had just

arrived. Tt was labeled “Secret Nodis” (¢“Nodis™ is Govern-
.ment language for “not for distribution”). It summarized for

the President the important events of the week. It contained
" the information, for instance, that in one battle Vietcong ma-

chine-gunners had been found dead manacled to their weap-

~ons. Lodge also reported that he bad had lanch with some

clements of the First Cavalry Division and that one soldier
had told him he found it easier to understand the draft-card
burners than the prominent men who seemed willing to carry
on the debate at home interminably. : .

The cable also expressed the concern of the American com-
munity in Saigon that this is “the only war we’ve fought in
this céntury where important men kept flailing policy after it
‘has been debated and decided.” o :
;" Mr. Johnson spoke sadly about some of the ‘opposition.
Senator Fulbright and the others, some ‘of the strongest crit-
ics, he noted, had voted for the SEATO treaty—under the pro-
visions of which the United States defends the legality of its
presence in Vietnam. Mr. Johnson and John F. Kennedy had
been ill at the time the treaty was before the Senate, although
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Presi d that he would have voted for it. “I , HE.DQIENH are the chances that China will come in?—for
MWMSHM WMM._ MMHMMMM%H :mrn said, “but I intend to keep it.”? - he spoke it and answered it: “I don’t think anybody knows.
1 I 2 R
He told me how he had gone to Congress for the resolution-

. I'm no expert, Of course, if we spit in her face, that’s one
f ort in August, 1964, informing the lawmakers that “he thing; but if we don’t, most experts don’t believe she will want
of supp ) > .

i take-off as well as the landing.” He to get invalved that way. In the meantime, though, what are
QNJMMMnMFWHMQEWMSWM_Mn ww_wn_a. give President Eisenhower: a we supposed to m_ol,mn. vﬁ.&ﬁna in fear? That is what they

. n.xw.?n resolution to protect Taiwan. He continued calmly:” - [the Oom:dcb_m.n& would like us to do.”
mﬂﬂ inherited this involvement, this commitment, and we are - .Zo..% the President referred to wh
EQM m want Congress to go with us.”” The Communists need show."A solid 10 per cent, he explai
to know where we stand. _
I asked: Mr. President, how do you account for the oppo-

at the public-opinion polls
ned, “are hotheads—Gold-
water types™; 10 per cent “‘are ready to run.” “We can never
change their tinds—and it’s a mistake to think we can. Every

" . ing torial and otherwise? He replied concession we have made to the critics has been met with

mEOB..,M : E,o mmwmwm;mlﬁmmww of “cultural alienation™ in it, by. " another demand and-—they will never be satisfied. I have lis-

Em.ﬂ h Mnn anwbm a mmnmnm that the Vietnamese “are not our tened to them patiently: now T have to prosecute our policies

MUM of wnuhw_n that they’re.an ancient people unconcerned to the best of my ability, hoping they will realize what is at
1L . : » :

with changg mma. reform, that they are so different from us mﬁpwn.. o ./ - . | o

chat it would be. impossible for us to help them: This led him again to pose a question and to answer it:

e : is i i uestion, but I have When is it going to be over?

o _.ﬂmw. ,@:mwamdm n_ummﬂ_unwwwwwm M.Enm of our policy. “When Churchill said we shall fight on the beaches, and in -
peard ﬁEm o%yb.&mn MM& mmw. ‘Concentrate on Europe. Our the streets, he did not say when it would be over. When the
.Hrnu.\ N eparable. OE.‘ customs are common.’ i - aggressor changes his mind, it will be over—but not be-
Q.,nww_ hese b EM : a Un. sincere, but I believe they are wrong,. fore—not unless the American people succumb to the tenip-
. Hr..omm @aoﬁﬂn an that the n_unm:o to be independent is as tation to take the easy way out. I can’t say ‘when this will be
They %WMH mo ression They think the hope of catching up over—I would have to take the Fifth Amendment if asked to
nﬂ%?& smBmMm m.mgnan.ms|oﬂ European—exclusively. What answer that one precisely,” he quipped. . S
e’ nr ing for is not Europcan or Asian or American—it’s " But the President tried to answer the question for e, any-
b i nbm o everywhere. We want to give peaceful - way. He said General Westmorcland is more optimistic. The
Wwwﬂmmom_wmsmn% MMG MwOHW. 5«%&» mm. it has in Furope.” (At oné - North Vietnamese -casualties are very heavy. The defections

- . ‘o i vious sorrow, that India ar¢ doubling——‘‘averaging 1,700 a month, with 2,000 this
point, the Breaident ,mom:%nﬂm uwmmn_ﬁmmww this year as the entire month.” “After the Alamo, no one thought Sam Houston
may lose m.m ﬁmﬂ.w ﬂw M :w ) Y o IR . would wind up so quick,” he said in an aside. And then he
_uows_mﬂo%so _Qﬁnﬂom to the subject of the Senate heafings. “mused, “Who knows how long, how much?” The important

Mr, Johnson rey with “no alternative plan, no alterna: - thing is: Arc we right or wrong? ““l believe we are right,”
H.rn Senators ummmﬂn ﬂm_o:_o_ have recommended that we with: I broke in to ask him to tell me about the ncw phase of the
P n&m the enclave idea, that we bomb North “war. His face lit up spontaneously. The war is two-pronged,
&”msw Emﬁ ﬁmu mnwnmr»ﬁ we strike OEDM. with nuclear weapon. e said. He made two fists. He thrust one forward signifying
Vietnam harder, o t was, “We’re going to getinto a war with the military side and then the other signifying the economic
wzm m?wp.. “EM WME sﬁ.m the only ones who had given an and social side. This was the side he plainly wanted to talk
Mw:u.m.,ﬁ ‘o the aw%mnn_mnw we face out there! bout. He said proudly: “I want to leave the footprints of

: OHMNW.HHM& dent anticipated the question I had next i America there. I want the

m to say, “This is what the Americans
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left—schools and hospitals and dams.”” Shortly afterward, he
said: “We can turn the Mekong into a Tennessee Valley.”
The President talked of the income. of the Vietnamese as
“$65 a year,” and of how they need schools, health measures
‘and agricultural assistance. “We can teach them to read and
write,” he said with elation. He explained that we are trying
to introduce television in Vietnam. He said the domestic help
at Lodge’s quarters were wide-eyed in amazement when they
first saw TV, beamed from a plane. He rose out of his chair,
his own eyes wide and with his arms raised to illustrate how
amazed they probably-had looked. Then he said softly: “T
remember the first time I heard radio.” w .
The President continued. He saild he was asking Ambassa-
dor William Porter to be in the economic and social field a
counterpart to General Westmoreland. The work of uplifting

South Vietnam, he said, is “tough.” “You build schools and -

hospitals and the Communists tear them down. That is just
one more reason [ get so frustrated when people charge that
- we should be more syrfipathetic to the Vietcong. Whar has
happened to American liberalism that it would ignore such

tactics? There are times when it seems the Vietcong have more.

negotiators in their behalf than our soldiers do.”
. As to the Vietcong in negotiations, Mr. Johnson said so-

berly: “We’ll work out a way for them to be heard—if Hanoi
will let them—or if they want to. But history makes it clear-

that when you bring the Communists in, they can chew you
up if you are not as smart or as prepared as they are.”

Mr. Johnson shifted now to his impressions of Premier Ky

Ky, the President said with delight, “sounded like Rex
Tugwell.”* ‘T asked him what he meant, and he recalled

that Tugwell in the early days of the New Deal had said that -

we must “‘roll up our sleeves and remake America.” Ky, in the

President’s opinion, “is talking like Tugwell—we’re hoping he -

can perform like Tugwell.”

As for the South Vietnamese @no_En" “They have 700,000"
men fighting. We’re not giving them up.” He insisted: “Were
fighting for a special "objective. We don’t’ want to destroy-

*Rexford G. Tugwell, one of Franklin D; Roosevelt’s Brain Trusters and .
later Governor of Puerto Rico, helped to frame the Agricultural Adjustment -

Act.
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China or North Vietham. We just want to have them leave

these people alone.” ,

To illustrate, he reminded himself of how, years ago, Huey
Long had gone into Arkansas to campaign for Hattie Caraway
for m.rn Senate.* He told the story with zest and in lively detail,
reminding us that the only thing Long wanted to do was “just
to protect this poor little helpless woman from those powertil
interests arrayed against her.” ,

. g Johnson: returned to the matter of our strategy, QOur
aim in bombing, he said, is “not to destroy or kill civilians
but simply to stop Hanoi from bringing the stuff down into
the South.” He said he had been advised by General Eisen-
hower to let the Communists know there are no sanctuaries
from which aggression can be directed.:

And, again, Mr. Johnson repeated his main idea: “They”
must stop their aggression. “If they’ll go home tomorrow.
we’ll come home.” o . ,

.,.H.H»nw.._..n.OE.mS»ﬁ the first woman U.S. Senator, was mEu.oEnn& 1o her late
husband’s seat in 1931, She won her first full term in 1933 by defeating six male

© opponents in n_ﬂn. Democratic primary, with the support of both ED R, then
- Presidential candidate, and Senator Huey Long, the Louisiana Kingfish, facher

of Senator Russell Long. She was defeated in the 10 : by §
J- W. Fulbright. _ . 44 primary by Senator

The New York Times Magaziine, March 20, 1966
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