Oration by Sidney Rigdon, first counselor to Joseph Smith, on July 4, 1838,
Far West, Missouri. Mormon "Declaration of Independence" against

persecutors.

We take God and all the holy angels to witness this day, that we
warn all men in the name of Jesus Christ, to come on us no more
forever. For from this hour, we will bear it no more, our rights shall no
more be trampled on with impunity. The man or the set of men, who
attempts it, does it at the expense of their lives. And that mob that
comes on us to disturb us; it shall be between us and them a war of
extermination; for we will follow them till the last drop of their blood is
spilled, or else they will have to exterminate us: for we will carry the
seat of war to their own houses, and their own families, and one party or
the other shall be utterly destroyed.—Remember it then all MEN.

We will never be the aggressors, we will infringe on the rights of
no people; but shall stand for our own until death. We claim our own
rights, and are willing that all others shall enjoy theirs.

No man shall be at liberty to come into our streets, to threaten us

with mobs, for if he does, he shall atone for it before he leaves the place,



neither shall he be at liberty, to vilify and slander any of us, for suffer it

we will not in this place.



