Elizabethan Precedents




































Royal Proclamation Deporting Blacks from the Kingdom, 11 July 1596.

“An open le[tt]re to the L[ord] Maiour of London and th'alermen his brethren, And to all
other Maiours, Sheryfes, &e. Her Ma]jes]tie understanding that there are of late divers
Blackmoores brought into the Realme, of which kinde of people there are all read here to
manie, consideringe howe God hath blessed this land w[i]th great increase of people of
our owne Nation as anie Countrie in the world, wherof manie for want of Service and
meanes to sett them on worck fall to Idlenesse and to great extremytie; Her Ma[jesty']s
pleasure therefore ys, that those !dnde of people should be sent forthe of the lande. And
for that purpose there ys direction given to this bearer Edwarde Banes to take of those
Blackmoores that in this last voyage under Sir Thomas Baskervile, were brought into this
Realme to the nomber of Tenn, to be Transported by him out of the Realme. Wherein |
wee Req[uire] you to be aydinge & Assysting unto him as he shall have occacion, and
thereof not to faile.”

Royal proclamation deporting blacks from kingdom, 18 July 1596

"An opcn warrant to the L[ord] Maiour of London and to all other vyceadmyralles,
Maiours and other publicke officers whatsoever to whom yt may appertaine. Whereas
Casper van Senden a merchant of Lubeck did by his labor and travell procure 89 of her
Ma[jest's] subiectes that were detayned prisoners in Spaine and Portugall to be released,
and brought them hither into this Realme at his owne cost and charges, for the w[hi]ch
his expences and declaration of his honest minde towards those prizoners, he only
desireth to have lycense to take up so many Blackamoores here in this Realme and to
transport them into Spaine and Portugall. Her Ma[jes]ty in regard of the charitable
affection the supli[ant] hathe shewed being a stranger to worke the delivery

of our contrymen that were there in great misery and thralldom and to bring them home
to their native contry, and that the same could riot be don w[i]thout great expence and
also considering the reasonableness of his requestes to transport so many Blackamoores
from hence doth thincke yt a very good exchange and that those kinde of people may be
well spared in this Realme being so populous and numbers of hable persons the subiects
of the land and xpian [Christian] people that perishe for want of service, whereby
through their labor they might be mayntained. They are therefore in their L[ordshi]ps'
name req[ui]red to aide and assist him to take up suche Blackamores as he shall finde
wl[i]thin this Realme wl[i]Jth consent of their masters, who we doubt not considering her
Maljesty's] good pleasure to have those kindes of people sent out of the lande & the good
deserving of the stranger towardes her Ma[jesty's] subiectes, and that they shall doe
charitable and like Christians rather to be served b y"their owne contrymen then with
those kynde of people, will yilde those in their possession to him."



Royal Proclamation Deporting Blacks from the Kingdom. January 1601/02

“Whereas the Queen’s Majesty, tendering the good and welfare of her own natural
subjects, greatly distressed in these hard times of dearth, is highly discontented to
understand the great Numbers of Negroes and blackamoors which (as she has been
informed) are carried into this realm since the troubles between her highness and the
King of Spain; who are fostered and powered here, to the great annoyance of her own
liege people that which co[vet] the relief which these people consume, as also for that
most of them are infidels having no understanding of Christ or his Gospels; hath given a
special commandment that the said kind of people shall be with all speed avoided and
discharged out of this her majesty’s realm; and to that end and purpose hath appointed
Casper Van Senden, merchant of Lubeck for their speedy transportation, a man that hath
somewhat deserved this realm in respect that by his own labor and charge he hath
relieved and brought from Spain divers of our English nation who otherwise would have
perished there.

These shall therefore be to will and require you and every of you to aid and assist the said
Casper Van Seden or his assignees to taking such Negroes and blackamoors to be
transported as aforesaid he shall find within the realm of England.”

From Paul Baynes (d. 1617), An Entire Commentary Upon the Whole Epistle of the
Apostle Paul to the Ephesians: Wherein the Text is Learnedly and Fruitfully Opened,
with a Logicall Analysis, Spirituall and Holy Observations, Confutation of
Arminianisme and Popery, and Sound Edification for the Diligent Reader (London,
1643)

“For the first, service is a state of subjection, grounded partly in the curse of God for sin;
partly in Civill constitution ; for though it bee not a sinfull condition, yet it is a miserable
condition, which entreth through sinne. Now servants are either more slavish, or else
more free and liberall: the first are such whose bodies are perpetually put under the power
of the Master, as Blackmores with us; of which kinds servants are made sometime[s]
forcibly, as in captivity: sometime[s] voluntarily, as when one doth willingly make
himselfe over: sometime[s] naturally, as the children of [such] servants are borne the
slaves of their Masters; and this was the most frequent kinde of service, wherein parties
are upon certaine termes or conditions for a certaine time onely under the power of a
man: such are our Apprentices, Journeymen, maidservants, etc.”





