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CHAPTER 2

The author’s bivth and paventage— His being kidnapped with his sisler—
Therr separation—Susprise ab meeting agam—Are finally separated—
Account of the different places and incidents the author met with Hill hs
arrival on the coast— The effect the sight of a slave-ship had on him—He
sails for the West Indies — Hovrors of a slave-ship— Arrives at Barbadoes,
where the cargo is sold and dispersed.

I hope the reader will not think 1 have trespassed on his patience m
introducing myself to hira with some account of the manners and customs
of my country. They had been implanted in me with great care, and made
an impression on my mind, which time could not erase, and which all the
adversity and variety of fortune I have since experienced, served only to
rivet and record: for, whether the love of one’s country be real or
imaginary, or a lesson of reason, or an instinct of nature, I still look back
with pleasure on the first scenes of my life, though that pleasure has been
for the most part mingled with sorrow.

1 have already acquainted the reader with the timeé and place of my
birth. My father, besides many slaves, had a numerous family, of which
seven lived to grow up, including myself and sisler, who was the only
daughter. As I was the youngest of the sons, 1 became, of course, the
greatest favorite with my mother, and was always with her; and she used
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to take particular pains to form my mind.* I was trained up from my earliest
years in the art of war: my daily exercise was shooting and throwing
javelins, and-my mother adorned me with emblems, after the manner of
our greatest warriors. In this way I grew up till 1 had turned the age of
eleven, when an end was put to my happiness in the following manner:
Generally, when the grown people in the neighborhood were gone far in
the fields to labor, the children assembled together in some of the neigh-
boring premises to play; and commonly some of us used to get up a tree to
look out for any assailant, or kidnapper, that might come upon us-—for
they sometimes took those opportunities of our parents’ absence, to
attack and carry off as many as they could seize. One day as [ was
walching at the top of a tree in our yard, | saw one of those pecple come
into the yard of our next neighbor but one, to kidnap, there being many
stout young people in it. Immediately on this I gave the alarm of the rogue,
and he was surrounded by the stoutest of thern, who entangled him with
cords, so that he could not escape, till some of the grown people came and
secured him. But, alas! ere long it was my fate to be thus attacked, and to
be carried off, when none of the grown people were nigh.

One day, when all our people were gone out to their works as usual, and
only 1 and my dear sister were left to mind the house, two men and a
woman got over our walls, and in a moment seized us both, and, without
giving us time to cry out, ot make resistance, they stopped our mouths,
and ran off with us into the nearest wood. Here they tied our hands, and
continued to carry us as far as they could, till night came on, when we
reached a small house, where the robbers halted for refreshment, and
spent the night. We were then unbound, but were unable to take any food;
and, being quite overpowered by fatigue and grief, our only relief was
some sleep, which allayed our misfortune for a short time. The next
morning we left the house, and continued travelling all the day. For a long
time we had kept the woods, but at last we came into a road which 1
believed I knew. I had now some hopes of being delivered; for we had
advanced but a little way before 1 discovered some people at a distance, on
which T began to cry out for their assistance; but my cries had no other
effect than to make them tie me faster and stop my mouth, and then they
put me into a large sack. They also stopped my sister's mouth, and tied
her hands; and in this manner we proceeded till we were out of sight of
these people. When we went to rest the following night, they offered us

! Acholonu identifies Equiano’s father as Ichiec Ekwealuo, born about 1700, and his mother
as Nwansoro, from the vittage of Ul. (Acholonu, Igbo Roots, 42-43.)
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somme victuals, but we refused it; and the only comfort we had was in being
in one another's arms all that night, and bathing each other with our tears.
But alas! we were soon deprived of even the small comfort of weeping
together.

The next day proved a day of greater sorrow than I had yet ex-
perienced: for my sister and I were then separated, while we lay clasped in
each other’s arms. It was in vain that we besought them not to part us; she
was torn from me, and imimediately carried away, while I was left in a state
of distraction not to be described. I cried and grieved continually; and for
several days did not eat anything but what they forced into my mouth. At
length, after many days’ travelling, duning which 1 had often change'd
masters, I got into the hands of a chieftain, i a very pleasant country. This
man had two wives and some children, and they all used me extremely
well, and did all they could do to comfort me; particularly the first wife,
who was something like my mother. Although I was a great many days’
journey from my father’s house, yet these people spoke gxactly the same
language with us. This first master of mine, as [ may call him, was 2 smith,
and my principal employment was working his bellows, which were the
sarne kind as 1 had seen in my vicinity. They were in some respects not
unlike the stoves here in gentlemen’s kitchens, and were covered over
with leather: and in the middle of that leather a stick was fixed, and 2
person stood up, and wotked it in the same manner as is done to pump
water out of a cask with a hand pump. I believe it was gold he worked, fo_r
it was of a lovely bright yellow color, and was worn by the women on their
wrists and ankles.

I was there 1 suppose about a month, and they at last used to trust me
some little distance from the house. This liberty I used in embracing every
opportunity to inquire the way to my own home; and I also sometirpes, for
the same purpose, went with the maidens, in the cool of the evenings, to
bring pitchers of water from the springs for the use of the house. I had also
remarked where the sun rose in the morning, and set in the evening, as {
had travelled along; and I had observed that my father's house was
towards the rising of the sun. I therefore determined to seize the first
opportunity of making my escape, and to shape my course for that quarter;
for I was quite oppressed and weighed down by grief after my mother and
friends; and my love of liberty, ever great, was strengthened by the
mortifying circumstance of not daring to eat with the free-born children,
although 1 was mostly their companion.

While I was projecting my escape, one day an unlucky event happened,
which quite disconcerted my plan, and put an end to my hopes. I used to be
sometimes employed in assisting an elderly slave to cook and take care of
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the poultry; and one morning, while I was feeding some chickens, I
happened to toss a small pebble at one of them, which hit it on the middle,
and directly killed it. The old slave, having soon after missed the chicken,
inquired after it; and on my relating the accident (for I told her the truth,
for my mother would never suffer me to telt a lie), she flew into a violent
passion, and threatened that I should suffer for it; and, my master being
out, she immediately went and told her mistress what I had done. This
alarmed me very much, and I expected an instant flogging, which to me
was uncommonly dreadful, for I had seldom been beaten at home. 1
therefore resolved to fly; and accordingly I ran into a thicket that was hard
by, and hid myself in the bushes. Soon afterwards my mistress and the
slave returned, and, not seeing me, they searched all the house, but not
finding me, and [ not making answer when they called to me, they thought
I had run away, and the whole neighborhood was raised in the pursuit
of me.

In that part of the country, as in ours, the houses and villages were
skirted with woods, or shrubberies, and the bushes were so thick that a
man could readily conceal himself in them, so as to elude the strictest
search. The neighbors continued the whole day looking for me, and
several times many of them came within a few yards of the place where I
lay hid. I expected every moment, when I heard 2 rustling among the
trees, to be found out, and purushed by my master; but they never
discovered me, though they were often so near that I even heard their
conjectures as they were {ooking about for me; and 1 now learned from
them that any attempts to return home would be hopeless. Most of them
supposed I had fled towards home; but the distance was so great, and the
way so intricate, that they thought I could never reach it, and that I should
be lost in the woods. When I heard this [ was seized with a violent panic,
and abandoned myself to despair. Night, too, began to approach, and
aggravated all my fears. I had before entertained hopes of getting home,
and had determined when it should be dark to make the attempt; but I was
now convinced 1t was fruitless, and began to consider that, if possibly I
could escape all other animals, I could not those of the human kind; and
that, not knowing the way, I must perish in the woods. Thus was I like the
hunted deer—

Every leaf and every whisp'ring breath,
Convey'd a foe, and every foe a death.

I heard frequent rustlings among the leaves, and being pretty sure they
were snakes, I expected every instant to be stung by them. This increased
my anguish, and the horror of my situation becarne now quite insupport-



50 THE INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF OLAUDAH EQUIANO

able. [ at length quitted the thicket, very faint and hungry, for I had not
eaten or drank anything all the day, and crept to my master’s kitchen, from
whence I set out at first, which was an open shed, and laid myself down ip
the ashes with an anxious wish for death, to relieve me from all my pams. [
was scarcely awake in the moming, when the old woman slave, who was
the first up, came to light the fire, and saw me in the fireplace. She was
very much surprised to see me, and could scarcely believe her own eyes.
She now promised to intercede for me, and went for her master, who soon
after came, and, having slightly reprimanded me, ordered me to be taken
care of, and not il treated.

Soon after this, my master’s only daughter, and child by his first wife,

-sickened and died, which affected him so much that for sometime he was
almost frantic, and really would have killed himself, had he not been
watched and prevented. However, in a short time afterwards he recov-
ered, and I was again sold. [ was now carried to the left of the sun’s nising,
through many dreary wastes and dismal woods, amidst the hideous roar-
ings of wild beasts. The people 1 was sold to used to carry me very often,
when [ was tired, either on their shoulders or on their backs. | saw many
convenient well-built sheds along the road, at proper distances, to
accommodate the merchants and travellers, who lay in those buildings
along with their wives, who often accompany them; and they always go
well armed.

From the time [ left my own nation, 1 always found somebody that
understood me till T came to the sea coast, The languages of different
nations did not totally differ, nor were they so copious as those of the
Europeans, particularly the English. They were therefore easily learned;
and, while I was journeying thus through Africa, [ acquired two or three
different tongues. In this manner I had been travelling for a considerable
time, when, one evening, to my great surpnse, whom should I see
brought to the house where [ was but my dear sister! As soon as she saw
me, she gave a loud shnek, and ran into my arms—I was quite over-
powered; neither of us could speak, but, for a considerable time, clung to
each other in mutual embraces, unable (o do anything but weep. Our
meeting affected all who saw us; and, indeed, [ must acknowledge, in
honor of those sable destroyers of human rights, that I never met with any
il treatrent, or saw any offered to their slaves, except tying them, when
necessary, to keep them from running away.

When these people knew we were brother and sistey, they indulged us
to be together; and the man, to whom [ supposed we belonged, lay with
us, he in the middle, while she and I held one another by the hands across
his breast all night; and thus for a while we forgot our misfortunes, in the
joy of being together; but even this small comfort was soon to have an end;
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for scarcely had the fatal morning appeared when she was again torn from
me forever! [ was now more miserable, if possible, than before. The small
relief which her presence gave me from pain, was gone, and the wretched-
ness of my situation was redoubled by my anxiety after her fate, and my
apprehensions lest her sufferings should be greater than mine, when I
could not be with her to alleviate them. Yes, thou dear partner of all my
childish sports! thou sharer of my joys and sorrows! happy should [ have
ever esteemed myself to encounter every misery for you and to procure
your freedom by the sacrifice of my own. Though you were early forced
from my arms, your image has been always riveted in my heart, from
which neither time nor fortune have been able to remove it; so that, while
the thoughts of your sufferings have damped my prosperity, they have
mingled with adversity and increased its bitterness. To that Heaven which
protects the weak from the strong, 1 commit the care of your innocence
and virtues, if they have not already received their full reward, and if your
youth and delicacy have not long since fallen victims to the violence of the
African trader, the pestilential stench of a Guinea ship, the seasoning m the
European colonies, or the lash and lust of a brutat and unrelenting over-
seer. :

1 did not long remam after my sister. I was again sold, and carried
through a number of places, till after travelling a considerable time, I came
to a town called Tinmah, in the most beautiful country [ had yet seen in
Africa.? It was extremely rich, and there were many rivalets which flowed
through it, and suppled a large pond in the centre of the town, where the
people washed. Here [ saw for the first time cocoanuts, which I thought
superior to any nuts I had ever tasted before; and the trees, which were
loaded, were also interspersed among the houses, which had commodious
shades adjoining, and were in the same manner as ours, the insides being
neatly plastered and whitewashed. Here [ also saw and tasted for the first
time, sugar-cane. Their money consisted of little white shells, the size of
the finger nail. I was sold here for one hundred and seventy-two of them,
by a merchant who hved and brought me there.

1 had been about two or three days at his house, when a wealthy widow,
a neighbor of his, came there one evening, and brought with her an only
son, a young gentleman about my own age and size. Here they saw me;
and, having taken a fancy to me, I was bought of the merchant, and went
home with them. Her house and premises were situated close to one of
those rivulets I have mentioned, and were the finest I ever saw in Africa:
they were very extensive, and she had a number of slaves to attend her.

2 Possibly Utuma, Uty Etim, or Tinan, vilages on the border beiween 1bo and lbibio.
{Acholonu, Igho Roots, 7-9.)
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The next day I was washed and perfumed, and when meal time came, |
was led into the preserce of my mistress, and ate and drank before her
with her son. This filled me with astonishment; and 1 could scarce help
expressing my surprise that the young gentleman should suffer me, who
was bound, to eat with him who was free; and not only so, but that he
would not at any time either eat or drink til [ had taken {irst, because I was
the eldest, which was agreeable to our custom. Indeed, every thing here,
and all their treatment of me, made me forget that I was a slave. The
language of these people resembled ours so nearly, that we understood
each other perfectly. They had also the very same customs as we. The_re
were likewise slaves daily to attend us, while my young master and [, with

- other boys, sported with our darts and bows and arrows, as I had been
used to do at home. In this resemblance to my former happy state, [
passed about two months; and I now began to think | was to t?e adopted
into the family, and was beginning to be reconciled to my situation, :_md to
forget by degrees my misfortunes, when all at once the delusion van}shed;
for, without the least previous knowledge, one morning early, while my
dear master and companion was still asleep, | was awakened out of my
reverie to fresh sorrow, and hurried away even amongst the un-
circumcised. :

Thus, at the very moment | dreamed of the greatest happiness, [ foun_d
myself most miserable; and it seemed as  fortune wished to give me this
taste of joy only to render the reverse more poignant. The change [ now
experienced was as painful as it was sudden and unexpected. It_was a
change indeed, from a state of bliss to a scene which is inexpressible l:{y
me, as it discovered to me an element I had never before beheld, and till
then had no idea of, and wherein such instances of hardship and cruelty
continually occurred, as I can never reflect on but with horror.

All the nations and people I had hitherto passed through, resembled our
own in their manners, customs, and language; but I came at length to a
country, the inhabitants of which differed from us in all those particulars. I
was very much struck with this difference, especially when 1 came among
a people who did not circumncise, and ate without washing their hands.
They cooked also in iron pots, and had European cutlasses and cross
bows, which were unknown to us, and fought with their fists among
themselves. Their women were not so modest as ours, for they ate, and
drank, and slept with their men. But above all, I was amazed to see no
sacrifices or offerings among them. In some of those places the people
ornamented themselves with scars, and likewise filed their teeth very
sharp. They wanted sometimes to ornament me in the same manner, but I
would not suffer them: hoping that I might some time be among a people
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who did not thas disfigure themselves, as 1 thought they did. At last I came
to the banks of a farge river which was covered with canroes, in which the
peopie appeared to live with their househotd utensils, and provisions of all
kinds. I was beyond measure astonished at this, as I had never before seen
any water larger than a pond or a nvulet; and my surprise was mingled
with no small fear when 1 was put mfo one of these canoes, and we began
to paddle and move along the river. We continued going on thus till night,
and when we came to land, and made fires on the banks, each family by
themselves; some dragged their canoes on shore, others stayed and
cooked in theirs, and laid in them alf night. Those on the land had mats, of
which they made tents, some in the shape of little houses; in these we
slept; and after the morning meal, we embarked again and proceeded as
before. I was often very much astonished to see some of the women, as
well as the men, jump into the water, dive to the bottom, come up again,
and swim about.

Thus I continued fo travel, sometimes by land, sometimes by water,
through different countries and various nations, till, at the end of six or
seven months after I had been kidnapped, | arrived at the sea coast. It
would be tedious and uninteresting to relate all the incidents which befell
me during this journey, and which I have not yet forgotten; of the various
hands I passed through, and the manners and customs of all the different
people among whom | lived —1 shall therefore only observe, that in all the
places where | was, the soil was exceedingly rich; the pumpkins, eadas,
plantains, yams, &c. &c., were in great abundance, and of incredible size.
There were also vast quantities of different gums, though not used for any
purpose, and everywhere a great deai of tobacco. The cotton even grew
quite wild, and there was plenty of red-wood. I saw no mechanics what-
ever in all the way, except such as I have mentioned. The chief employ-
ment in all these countries was agriculture, and both the males and
females, as with us, were brought up to it, and trained m the arts of war.

The first object which saluted my eyes when I arrived on the coast, was
the sea, and a slave ship, which was then riding at anchor, and waiting for
its cargo. These fiilled me with astonishment, which was soon converted
into terror, when I was carried on board. I was immediately handled, and
tossed up to see if I were sound, by some of the crew; and 1 was now
persuaded that I had gotten into a world of bad spirits, and that they were
going to kill me. Their complexions, too, differing so much from ours, their
long hair, and the language they spoke (which was very different from any
1 bad ever heard), united to confirm me in this belief. Indeed, such were
the horrors of my views and fears at the moment, that, if ten thousand
worlds had been my own, I would have freely parted with them all to have
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exchanged my condition with that of the meanest slave in my own country.
When [ locked round the ship too, and saw a large furnance of copper
boiling, and a muititude of black people of every description chained
together, every one of their countenances expressing dejection and sor-
row, I no longer doubted of my fate; and, quite overpowered with horror
and anguish, I fell motionless on the deck and fainted. When I recovered a
little, I found some black people about me, who I believed were some of
those who had brought me on board, and had been receiving their pay;
they talked to me in order to cheer me, but all in vain. [ asked them if we
were not to be eaten by those white men with horrible looks, red faces,
and long hair. They told me [ was not, and one of the crew brought me a
small portion of spiritucus liquor in a wine glass; but being afraid of him, I
would not take it out of his hand. One of the blacks therefore Look it from
him and gave it to me, and [ took a little down my palate, which, instead of
reviving me, as they thought it would, threw me into the greatest con-
sternation at the strange feeling it produced, having never tasted any such
liquor before. Soon after this, the blacks who brought me on board went
off, and left me abandoned to despair.

1 now saw myself deprived of all chance of relurning to my native
country, or even the least glimpse of hope of gaining the shore, which 1
now considered as friendly; and I even wished for my former sfavery in
preference to my present situation, which was filled with horrors of every
kind, still heightened by my ignorance of what 1 was to undergo. I was not
long suffered to indulge my grief; 1 was soon put down under the decks,
and there I received such a salutation in my nostrls as 1 had never
experienced in my life: so that, with the loathsomeness of the stench, and
crying together, | became so sick and low that [ was not able to eat, nor
had I the least desire to taste anything. I now wished for the last friend,
death, to relieve me; but soon, to my grief, two of the white men offered
me eatables; and, on my refusing to eat, one of them held me fast by the
hands, and laid me across, I think, the windlass, and tied my feet, while the
other flogged me severely. I had never experienced anything of this kind
before, and, although not being used to the water, I naturally feared that
element the first time [ saw it, vet, nevertheless. could I have got over
the nettings, I would have jumped over the side, but I could not; and be-
sides, the crew used to watch us very closely who were not chained down
to the decks, lest we should leap into the water; and 1 have seen some
of these poor African prisoners most severely cut, for attempting to do
s0, and hourly whipped for not eating. This indeed was often the case with
myself.

In a little time after, amongst the poor chained men, I found some of
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my own nation, which in a small degree gave ease to my mind. [ inquired of
these what was to be done with us? They gave me to understand, we were
to be carried to these white people’s country to work for them. [ then was
a little revived, and thought, if it were no worse than working, my situation
was not so desperate; but still I feared I should be put Lo death, the white
people looked and acted, as I thought, in so savage a manner; for [ had
never seen among any people such instances of brutal cruelty; and this not
only shown towards us blacks, but also to some of the whites themselves.
One white man in particufar  saw, when we were permitted to be on deck,
flogged so unmercifully with a large rope near the foremast, that he died in
consequence of it; and they tossed him over the side as they would have
done a brute. This made me fear these people the more; and 1 expected
nothing less than to be treated in the same mamner. [ could not help
expressing my fears and apprehensions to some of my countrymen; [
asked them if these people had no country, but lived in this hollow place
(the ship)? They told me they did not, but came from a distant one.
“Then,” said I, “how comes it in all our country we never heard of them?”
They told me because they lived so very far off. I then asked where were
their women? had they any like themselves? | was told they had. “And
why,” said 1, “do we not see them?” They answered, because they were
left behind. I asked how the vessel could go? They told me they could not
tell; but that there was cloth put upon the masts by the help of the ropes [
saw, and then the vessel went on; and the white men had some spell or
magic they put in the water when they liked, 1n order to stop the vessel. |
was exceedingly amazed at this account, and really thought they wexe
spirits. I therefore wished much to be from amongst them, for | expected
they would sacrifice me; but my wishes were vain—for we were so
quartered that it was impossible for any of us to make our escape.

While we stayed on the coast I was mostly on deck; and one day, to my
great astonishment, [ saw one of these vessels coming in with the sails up.
As soon as the whites saw if, they gave a great shout, at which we were
amazed; and the more 50, as the vessel appeared larger by approaching
nearer. At last, she came to an anchor m my sight, and when the anchor
was let go, | and my countrymen who saw it, were lost in astonishment to
observe the vessel stop—and were now convinced it was done by magic.
Soon after this the other ship got her boats out, and they carme on board of
us, and the people of both ships seemed very glad to see each other.
Several of the strangers also shook hands with us black people, and made
motions with their hands, signifying I suppose, we were to go to their
country, but we did not understand them.

At last, when the ship we were in, had got in all her cargo, they made
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ready with many fearful noises, and we were all put under deck, so that we
could not see how they managed the vessel. But this disappointment was
the least of my sorrow. The stench of the hold while we were on the coast
was so intolerably loathsome, that it was dangerous to remain there for
any time, and some of us had been permitted to stay on the deck for the
fresh air; but now that the whole ship’s cargo were confined together, it
became absolutely pestilential. The closeness of the place, and the heat of
the climate, added to the number In the ship, which was so crowded that
each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. This pro-
duced copious perspirations, so that the air soon became unfit for respira-
tion, from a variety of loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness among
-the slaves, of which many died — thus falling victims to the improvident
avarice, as | may call it, of their purchasers. This wretched situation was
again aggravated by the galling of the chains, now became insupportable,
and the Alth of the necessary tubs,® into which the children often fell, and
were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the women, and the groans of the
dying, rendered the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivable. Happily
perhaps, for myself, I was soon reduced so low here that it was thought
necessary to keep me almost always on deck; and from my extreme youth
1 was not put in fetters. In this situation [ expected every hour to share the
fate of my companions, some of whom were almost daily brought upon
deck at the point of death, which I began to hope would soon put an end to
my miseries. Often did I think many of the inhabitants of the deep much
more happy than myself. I envied them the freedom they enjoyed, and as
often wished I could change my condition for theirs. Every circumstance {
met with, served only to render my state more painful, and heightened my
apprehensions, and my opinion of the cruelty of the whites.

One day they had taken a number of fishes; and when they had killed
and satisfied themselves with as many as they thought fit, to our astonish-
ment who were on deck, rather than give any of them to us to eat, as we
expected, they tossed the remainmg fish into the sea again, aithough we
begged and prayed for some as well as we could, but in vain; and some
of my countrymen, being pressed by hunger, took an opportunity, when
they thought ro one saw them, of trying to get a little privately; but they
were discovered, and the attempt procured them some very severe
floggngs.

One day, when we had a smooth sea and moderate wind, two of my
wearied countrymen who were chained together (I was near thern at the
time), preferring death to such a life of misery, soraehow made through

3Latrines.
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the nettings and jumped into the sea; irnmediately, another quite dejected
fellow, who, on account of his illness, was suffered to be out of irons, also
followed their example; and [ believe many more would very soon have
done the same, if they had not been prevented by the ship’s crew, who
were instantly alarmed. Those of us that were the most active, were in a
moment put down under the deck; and there was such a noise and
confusion amongst the people of the ship as I never heard before, to stop
her, and get the boat out to go after the slaves. However, two of the
wretches were drowned, but they got the other, and afterwards flogged
him unmercifully, for thus attempting to prefer death to slavery. In this
manner we continued to undergo rore hardships than I can now relate,
hardships which are jnseparable from this accursed trade, Many a time we
were near suffocation from the want of fresh air, which we were often
without for whole days together. This, and the stench of the necessary
tubs, carried off many.

During our passage, | first saw flying fishes, which surprised me very
much; they used frequently to fly across the ship, and many of them fell on
the deck. I also now first saw the use of the quadrant; [ had often with
astonishment seen the mariners make observations with it, and I could not
think what it meant. They at last took notice of my surprise; and one of
them, willing to increase it, as well as to gratify my curiosity, made me one
day leok through it. The clouds appeared to me to be land, which dis-
appeared as they passed along. This heightened my wonder; and I was
now more persuaded than ever, that I was in another world, and that
every thing about me was magic.

At last we came in sight of the isiand of Barbadoes, at which the whites
on board gave a great shout, and made many signs of joy to us. We did not
know what to think of this; but as the vessel drew nearer, we plainly saw
the harbor, and other ships of different kinds and sizes, and we soon
anchored amongst them, off Bridgetown. Many merchants and planters
now came on board, though it was in the evening. They put us in separate
parcels, and examined us attentively. They also made us jump, and pointed
to the land, signifying we were to go there. We thought by this, we should
be eaten by these ugly men, as they appeared to us; and, when soon after
we were all put down under the deck again, there was much dread and
tremnbling among us, and nothing but bitter cries to be heard all the night
from these apprehensions, insomuch, that at last the white people got
some old slaves from the land to pacify us. They told us we were not to be
eaten, but to work, and were soon to go on land, where we should see
many of our country people. This report eased us much. And sure enough,
soon after we were landed, there came to us Africans of all languages.
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We were conducted immediately to the merchant’s yard, where we
were all pent up together, like so many sheep in a fold, without regard
to sex or age. As every object was new to me, everything I saw filled
e with surprise. What struck me firsi, was, that the houses were built
with bricks and stories, and in every other respect different from those
I had seen in Africa; but I was still more astonished on seeing people
on horseback. I did not know what this could mean; and, indeed, 1
thought these people were full of nothing but magical arts. While I was
in this astonishment, one of my fellow prisoners spoke to a couniryman
of his, about the horses, who said they were the same kind they had in
their country. I understood them, though they were from a distant
. part of Africa; and [ thought it odd 1 had not seen any horses there,
but afterwards, when [ came to converse with different Africans, I found
they had many horses amongst them, and much larger than those 1
then saw.

We were not many days in the merchant’s custody, before we were
sold after their usual manner, which is this: On a signal given (as the beat
of a drum), the buyers rush at once into the yard where the slaves are
confined, and make choice of that parcel they like best. The noise and
clamor with which this is attended, and the eagerness visible i the
countenances of the buyers, serve not a Little to increase the apprehension
of terrified Africans, who may well be supposed to consider them as the
ministers of that destruction to which they think themselves devoted. In
this manner, without scruple, are relations and friends separated, most of
them never to see each other again.

I remember, in the vessel in which I was brought over, in the men’s
apartraent, there were several brothers, who, in the sale, were sold in
different lots; and it was very moving on this occasion, to see and hear
their cries at parting. O, ye nominal Christians! might not an African ask
you— Learned you this from your God, who says unto you, Do unto all
men as you would men should do unto you? Is it not enough that we are
torn from our country and friends, to toil for your luxury and lust of gain?
Must every tender feeling be likewise sacnficed to your avarice? Are the
dearest friends and relations, now rendered more dear by their separation
from their kindred, still to be parted from each other, and thus prevented
from cheering the gloom of slavery, with the small comfort of being
together, and mingling their sufferings and sorrows? Why are parents to
lose their children, brothers their sisters, or husbands their wives? Surely,
this is 2 new refinement in cruelty, which, whife it has no advantage to
atone for it, thus aggravates distress, and adds fresh horrors even to the
wretchedness of slavery.
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CHAPTER 3

T!w author s carvied lo Virgimia—His distress—Surprise at seeing a
picture and a watch—1Is bought by Caplain Pascal, and sets out for En-
gland— His lerror during the voyage— Arrives in England— His wonder ot
a fall of snow—1Is sent to Guernsey, and in some time goes on-board a ship of
war with his master—Some account of the expedition against Louisburg
under the command of Admiral Boscawen, in 1758.

I now totally lost the small remains of comfort I had enjoyed in conversing
with my countrymen; the women too, who used to wash and take care of
me were all gone different ways, and I never saw one of them afterwards.

I stayed in this island for a few days, I believe it could not be above a
fortnight, when [, and some few more slaves that were not saleable
amongst the rest, from very much fretting, were shipped off in a sioop for
North America. On the passage we were better treated than when we
were comning from Africa, and we had plenty of rice and fat pork, We were
landed up a river a good way from the sea, about Virginia county, where
we saw few or none of our native Africans, and not one soul who could talk
to me. 1 was a few weeks weeding grass and gathering stones in a
plantation; and at last all my companions were distributed different ways,
and only myself was left. I was now exceedingly miserable, and thought
myself worse off than any of the rest of my companions, for they could talk
to_each other, but I had no person to speak to that I could understand. In
this state, I was constantly grieving and pining, and wishing for death
rather than anything else.

While I was in this plantation, the gentleman, to whom I suppose the
estate belonged, being unwell, I was one day sent for to his dwelling-house
to fan him; when I came into the room where he was I was very much
affrighted at some things [ saw, and the more so as I had seen a black
woman slave as I came through the house, who was cooking the dinner,
and t.he poor creature was cruelly lcaded with varous kinds of iron
machines; she had one particularly on her head, which locked her mouth so
fast that she could scarcely speak; and could not eat nor drink. I was much
astonished and shocked at this contirivance, which [ afterwards learned
was called the iron muzzle. Soon after I had a fan put in my hand, to fan the
gentleman while he slept; and so I did indeed with great fear. While he was
fast asleep I indulged myself a great deal in looking about the room, which
to me appeared very fine and curious.

The first object that engaged my attention was a watch which hung on
the chinney, and was going. I was quite surprised at the noise it made, and
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was afraid it would tell the gentleman anything I might do amiss; and when
I immediately after observed a picture hanging in the room, which
appeared constantly to look at me, I was still more affrighted, having never
seen such things as these before. At one time I thought it was something
relative to magic; and not seeing it move, I thought it might be some way
the whites had to keep their great men when they died, and offer them
ibations as we used to do our friendly spirits. In this state of anxiety }
remained till my master awoke, when I wag dismissed out of the room, to
my no small satisfaction and relief; for I thought that these peopie were all
made up of wonders.

In this place T was called Jacob; but on board the African Snow, I was

- called Michael. I had been some time in this miserable, forlorn, and much
dejected state, without having anyone to talk to, which made my life a
burden, when the kind and unkrown hand of the Creator (who in every
deed leads the blind in a way they know not) now began to appear, to my
comfort; for one day the captain of a merchant ship, called the Industrious
Bee, came on some business to my master’s house. This gentleman,
whose name was Michael Henry Pascal, was a lieutenant in the Royal
Navy, but now commanded this trading ship, which was somewhere in the
confines of the county many miles off, While he was at my master’s house,
it happened that he saw me, and liked me 50 well that he made a purchase
of me. I think [ have often heard him say he gave thirty or forty pounds
sterling for me; but I do not remember which. However, he meant me for
a present to some of his friends in England: and as I was sent accordingly
from the house of my then master (one Mr. Campbell) to the place where
the ship fay; I was conducted on horseback by an eldetly black man (a
mode of travelling which appeared very odd to me). When I arrived I was
carried on hoard 2 fine large ship, loaded with tobacco, &c., and just ready
to sail for England.

1 now thought my condition much mended; I had sails to lie on, and
plenty of good victuals to eat; and everybody on board used me very
kindly, quite contrary to what I had seen of any white people before; [
therefore began to think that they were not all of the same disposition. A
few days after I was on board we szited for England. I was still at a loss to
conjecture my destiny. By this time, however, I could smatter a little
imperfect English; and I wanted to know as well as I could where we were
gomg. Some of the people of the ship used to tell me they were going te
carry me back to my own country, and this made me very happy. I was
quite rejoiced at the idea of going back, and thought if I could get home
what wonders I should have to tell. Bui I was reserved for another fate,
and was soon undeceived when we came within sight of the English coast.
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While 1 was on board this ship, my captain and master named me
Gustavus Vassa. 1 at that time began to understand him a little, and
refused to be called so, and told him as well as I could that I would be called
Jacob; but he said [ should not, and still called me Gustavus: and when 1
refused to answer to my new name, which I at first did, it gained me many
a cuff; so at length I submitted, and by which I have been known ever
since.

The ship had a very long passage; and on that account we had very
short allowance of provisions. Towards the last, we had only one pound
and a half of bread per week, and about the same quantity of meat, and one
quart of water a day. We spoke with only one vessel the whole time we
were at sea, and but once we caught a few fishes. In our extremities the
captain and people told me in jest they would kill and eat me; but I thought
them in earnest, and was depressed beyond measure, expecting every
moment to be my last. While I was in this situation, one evening they
caught, with a good deal of trouble, a large shark, and got it on board. This
gladdened my poor heart exceedingly, as I thought it would serve the
people to eat instead of their eatmg me; but very soon, to my astonish-
ment, they cut off a small part of the tail, and tossed the rest over the side.
This renewed my consternation; and I did not know what to think of these
white people, though I very much feared they would kill and eat me.

There was on board the ship a young lad who had never been at sea
before, about four or five years older than myself; his name was Richard
Baker. He was a native of America, had received an excellent education,
and was of a most amiable temper. Soon after I went on board, he showed
me a great deal of partiality and attention, and in return [ grew extremely
fond of him. We at length became mseparable; and, for the space of two
years, he was of very great use to me, and was my constant companion
and instructor. Although this dear youth had many slaves of his own, yet
he and I have gone through many sufferings together on shipboard; and we
have many nights lain in each other’s bosoms when we were in great
distress. Thus such a friendship was cemented between us as we cher-
ished till his death, which, to my very great sorrow, happened in the year
1759, when he was up the Archipelago, on board his Majesty’s ship the
Preston: an event which [ have never ceased to regret, as I lost at once a
kind interpreter, an agreeable companion, and 2 faithful friend; who, at the
age of fifteen, discovered a mind superior to prejudice; and who was not

! Gustavus Ericksson Vasa, 2 Swedish nobleman, led a successful revolt against Danish
rule in the 1520s; as Gustavus 1 he ruled Sweden from 1523 to 1560. At the time of Equiano’s
capture Henry Brooke’s Gustavus Vasa, the Deliverer of His Country was a popular English

play.
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ashamead to notice, to associale wath, and to be the friend and instructor of
one who was ignorant, a stranger, of a different complexion, and a slave!

My master had lodged in his mother’s house in America; he respected
him very much, and made him always eat with him in the cabin. He used
often to tell him jocularly that be would kill and eat me. Sometimes he
would say to me-—the black people were not good to eat, and would ask
me f we did not eat people in my country. 1 said, No; then he said he wouid
kill Dick (as he ahways called hum) first, and afterwards me. Though this
hearing relieved my mind a little as to myself, I was alarmed for Dick, and
whenever he was called [ used to be very much afraid he was to be killed;
and I would peep and watch to see if they were going to kill him; nor was |
free from this consternation till we made the land.

One night we lost a man overboard; and the cries and noise were s0
great and confused, W stopping the ship, that I, who did not know what
was the matter, began, as usual, to be very much afraid, and to think they
weye going to make an offering with me, and perform some magic; which I
still believed they dealt in. As the waves were very high, ] thought the
Ruler of the seas was angry, and I expected to be offered up to appease
him. This filled my mind with agony, and I could not any more, that night,
close my eyes again to rest. However, when daylight appeared, 1 was a
little eased in my mind; but still, every time | was called, I used to think it
was to be killed. Some time after this, we saw some very large fish, which
[ afterwards found were called grampusses. They looked to me ex-
ceedingly terrible, and made their appearance just at dusk, and were so
near as to blow the water on the ship’s deck. I believed them to be the
rulers of the sea; and as the white peoplé did not make any offerings at any
time, 1 thought they were angry with them; and, at last, what confirmed
my belief was, the wind just then died away, and a calm ensued, and in
consequence of it the ship stopped going. I supposed that the fish had
performed this, and I hid myself in the fore part of the ship, through fear of
being offered up to appease them, every minute peeping and quaking; but
my good friend Dick came shortly towards me, and I took an opportunity
to ask hirn, as well as | could, what these fish were. Not being able to talk
much English, I could but just make him understand my question; and not
at all, when 1 asked him if any offerings were to be made to them;
however, he told me these fish would swallow anybody which sufficientty
alarmed me. Here he was called away by the captain, who was leaning
over the quarter-deck railing, and looking at the fish; and most of the
people were busied in getting a barrel of pitch? to light for them to play

?Black tarlike substance used to seal the hull of a ship.
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with. The captain now called me to him, having learmed some of my
apprehensions from Dick; and having diverted himself and others for some
time with my fears, which appeared ludicrous enough in my crying and
trembling, he dismissed me. The barrel of pitch was now lighted and put
over the side into the water. By this time it was just dark, and the fish
went after it; and, to my great joy, | saw them no more.

However, all my alarms began to subside when we got sight of jand; and
at last the ship arrived at Falmouth, after a passage of thirteen weeks.
Every heart on board seemed gladdened on our reaching the shore, and
none more than mine. The captain immediately went on shore, and sent on
board some fresh provisions, which we wanted very much. We made good
use of them, and our famine was soon turned into feasting, almost without
ending. It was about the beginning of the spring 1757, when { arrived in
England, and I was near twelve years of age at that time. [ was very much
struck with the buildings and the pavement of the streets in Falmouth;
and, indeed, every object I saw, filled me with new surpnse.

One morning, when I got upon deck, [ saw it covered all over with the
snow that fell over night. As I had never seen anything of the kind before, [
thought it was salt: so I immediately ran down to the mate, and desired
him, as well as | could, to come and see how somebody in the night had
thrown salt all over the deck. He, knowing what it was, desired me to
bring some of it down to him. Accordingly I took up 2 handful of it, which I
found very cold indeed; and when I brought it to him he desired me to taste
it. 1 did so, and I was surprised beyond measure. I then asked him what it
was; he told me it was snow, but I could not in anywise understand him.
He asked me, if we had no such thing in my country; I told him, No. I then
asked him the use of it, and who made it; he told me a great man in the
heavens, called God. But here again I was to all intents and purposes at a
loss to understand him; and the more so, when a little after I saw the air
filled with it, in a heavy shower, which fell down on the same day.

After this I went to church; and having never been at such a place
before, 1 was again amazed at seeing and hearing the service. 1 asked all T
could about it, and they gave me to understand it was worshipping God,
who made us and al! things. [ was still at a great loss, and soon got into an
endless field of inquiries, as well as 1 was able to speak and ask about
things. However, my little friend Dick used to be my best interpreter; for I
could make free with him, and he always instructed me with pleasure. And
from what I could understand by him of this God, and in seeing these white
people did not sell one another as we did, I was much pleased; and in this I

- thought they were much happier than we Africans. [ was astonished at the

wisdom of the white people in all things I saw; but was amazed at their not
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sacrificing, or making any offerings, and eating with unwashed hands, and
touching the dead. 1 likewise could not help remarking the particular
slenderness of their women, which I did not at first like; and I thought they
were not so modest and shame-faced as the African women.

I had often seen my master and Dick employed m reading; and I had a
great curiosity to talk to the books as [ thought they did, and so to learn
how all things had a beginning. For that purpose I have often taken up a
book, and have talked to it, and then put my ears to it, when alone, in
hopes it would answer me; and I have been very much concerned when I
found it remained silent.

My master lodged at the house of a gentlerman in Falmouth, who had a
_fine little daughter about six or seven years of age, and she grew pro-
digiously fond of me, ingomuch that we used to eat together, and had
servants to wait on us. I was so much caressed by this family that it often
reminded me of the treatment 1 had received from my little noble African
master. After I had been here a few days, 1 was sent on board of the ship;
but the child cried so much after me that nothing could pacify her till 1 was
sent for again. It is ludicrous enough, that [ began to fear I should be
betrothed to this young lady; and when my master asked me if [ would stay
there with her behind him, as he was going away with the ship, which had
taken in the tobacco again, I cried immediately, and said I would not leave
him. At last, by stealth, one night I was sent on board the ship again; and in
a little time we sailed for Guemsey, where she was in part owned by a
merchant, one Nicholas Doberry.

As I was now amongst a people who had not their faces scarred, like
some of the African nation where [ had been, I was very glad I did not let
them ormament me in that manner when I was with them. When we
arrived at Guernsey, my master placed me to board and lodge with one of
his mates, who had a wife and family there; and some months afterwards
he went to England, and left me in care of this mate, together with my
friend Dick. This mate had a little daughter, aged about five or six years,
with whom I used to be much defighted. I had often observed that when
her mother washed her face it looked very rosy, but when she washed
mine it did not look so. I therefore tned oftentimes myself if 1 could not by
washing make my face of the same color as my little play-mate, Mary, but
it was all in vain; and I now began to be mortified at the difference in our
coniplexions. This woman behaved to me with great kindness and atten-
tion, and taught me everything in the same manner as she did her own
child, and, indeed, in every respect, treated rue as such. I remained here
till the summer of the year 1757, when my master, being appointed first
lieutenant of his Majesty's ship the Roebuck, sent for Dick and me, and his
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old mate. On this we all left Guernsey, and set out for England in a sloop,
bound for London.

As we were coming up towards the Nore,® where the Roebuck lay, a
man-of-war’s hoat came along side to press® our people, on which each
man run to hide himself. I was very much frightened at this, though I did
not know what it meant, or what to think or do, However 1 went and hid
myself also under a hencoop. Immediately afterwards, the press-gang
came on board with their swords drawn, and searched all about, pulled the
people out by force, and put them into the boat. At last I was found out
also; the man that found me held me up by the heels while they all made
their sport of me, 1 roaring and crying out all the time most lustily; but at

_last the mate, who was my conductor, seeing this, came to my assistance,

and did all he could to pacify me; but all to very little purpose, till | had seen
the boat go off. Soon afterwards we came to the Nore, where the Roebuck
lay; and, to our great joy, my master came on board to us, and brought us
to the ship.

When | went on board this targe ship, 1 was amazed indeed to see the
quantity of men and the guns. However, my surprise began to diminish as
my knowledge increased; and I ceased to feel those apprehensions and
alarms which had taken such strong possession of me when [ first came
among the Europeans, and for some time after. I began now to pass to an
opposite extreme; I was so far from being afraid of anything new which I
saw, that after I had been some time in this ship, I even began to long for
an engagement. My griefs, too, which in young minds are not perpetual,
were now wearing away; and 1 soon enjoyed myself pretty well, and felt
tolerably easy in my present situation. There was a number of boys on
board, which still made it more agreeable; for we were always together,
and a great part of our lime was spent in play.

1 remained in this ship a considerable time, during which we made
several cruises, and visited a variety of places; among others we were
twice in Holland, and brought over several persons of distinction from it,
whose names I do not now remember. On the passage, one day, for the
diversion of those gentlemen, all the boys were called on the quarter-deck,
and were paired proportionably, and then made to fight; after which the
gentlemen gave the combatants from five to nine shillings each. This was
the first time I ever fought with a white boy; and I never knew what it was
to have a bloody nose before. This made me fight most desperately, I
suppose considerably more than an hour; and at last, both of us being

31sland near the mouth of the Thames.
4+To force into service. To obtain sailors for the British navy, press-gangs would travel
through the countryside and the seaport towns impressing ren into service.
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weary, we were parted. | had a great deal of this kind of sport after-
wards, in which the captain and the ship’s company used very much to en-
courage me.

Sometime afterwards, the ship went to Leith in Scotland, and from
thence to the Orkneys, where I was surprised in seeing scarcely any night;
and from thence we salled with a great fleet, full of soldiers, for England.
All this time we had never come to an engagement, though we were
frequently cruising off the coast of France; during which we chased many
vessels, and took in all seventeen prizes. I had been learning many of the
maneuvres of the ship during our cruise; and 1 was several times made to
fire the guns. One evening, off Havre de Grace, just as it was growing
dark, we were standing off shore, and met with a fine large French built
frigate. We got all things immediately ready for fighting; and I now
expected 1 should be gratified in seeing an engagement, which I had so
long wished for in vain. But the very moment the word of command was
given to fire, we heard those on board the other ship cry, “Haul down the
jib”; and in that instant she hoisted English colors. There was instantly
with us an amazing cry of — “Avast!” or stop firing; and I think one or two
guns had been let off, but happily they did no mischief. We had hailed them
several times, but they not hearing, we received no answer, which was
the cause of our firing. The boat was then sent on board of her, and she
proved to be the Ambuscade, man-of-war, to my no small disappointment.

We returned to Portsmouth, without having been in any action, just at
the trial of Admiral Byng® (whom I saw several times during it); and my
master having left the ship, and gone to London for promotion, Dick and I
were put on board the Savage, sloop-of-war, and we went in her (o assist
in bringing off the St. George, man-of-war, that had run ashore somewhere
on the coast. After staying a few weeks on board the Savage, Dick and I
were sent on shore at Deal, where we remained some short time, till my
master sent for us to London, the place I had long desired exceedingly to
see. We therefore both with great pleasure got into a wagon, and came to
London, where we were received by a Mr. Guerin, a relation of my
master. This gentleman had two sisters, very amiable ladies, who took
much notice and great care of me.

Though I had desired so much to see London, when ] arnived in it [ was

% Admiral Jobn Byng (1704-1757) had been sent to relieve Fort St. Phlip on Minorca in
1756. He was unable to do so, and the islang surrendered to the French, An embarrassed
English government, unprepared for the war it had begun, tried Byng for cowardice and
neghgence. His court-martial at Portsmouth (December 28, 1756-January 27, 1757) ended
with his conviction, and he {aced a firing squad on March 14, 1757.
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urifortunately unable to gratify my curiosity; for I had at this time the
chilblains® to such a degree that I could not stand for several months, and [
was obliged to be sent to St. George’s hospital. There [ grew so ill that the
doctors wanted to cut my leg off, at different times, apprehending a
raortfication; but I always said [ would rather die than suffer it, and happily
(1 thank God) ] recovered without the operation. After being there several
weeks, and just as | had recovered, the smallpox broke out on rae, so that
[ was again confined; and I thought myself now particularly unfortunate.
However, 1 soon recovered again; and by this time, my master having
been promoted to be first lieutenant of the Pyeston, man-of-war, of fifty
guns, then new at Deptford, Dick and I were sent on board her, and soon
after, we went to Holland to bring over the late Duke of Cumberland to
England.

While 1 was in the ship an incident happened, which, though trifling, I
beg leave to relate, as I could not help taking particular notice of it, and
considered it then as a judgment of God. One morning a young man was
looking up to the foretop, and in a2 wicked tone, common on shipboard,
d d his eyes about something. Just at the moment some small
particles of dirt fell into his left eye, and by the evening it was very much
inflamed. The next day it grew worse, and within six or seven days he
lost it.

From this ship my master was appointed a lieutenant on board the Royal
George. When he was going he wished me to stay on board the Presion, to
learn the French hormn; but the ship being ordered for Turkey, I could not
think of leaving my master, to whom I was very warmly attached; and 1
told hirn if he left me behind, it would break my heart. This prevailed on
him to take me with him; but he left Dick on board the Prestorn, whom [
embraced at parting for the fast time. The Royal George was the largest
ship I had ever seen, so that when I came on board of her [ was surprised
at the number of people, men, women, and children, of every de-
nomination; and the largeness of the guns, many of them also of brass,
which I had never seen before. Here were aiso shops or stalls of every
kind of goods, and people crying their different commaodities about the ship
as in a town.

To me it appeared a little world, into which I was again cast without a
friend, for I had no Jonger my dear companion Dick. We did not stay long
here. My master was not many weeks on board before he got an appoint-
ment to the sixth lieutenant of the Namuy, which was then at Spithead,

S Painful infammation and sweling of hands and feet caused by exposure 1o cold.
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fitting up for Vice-admiral Boscawen, who was going with 2 large fleet on
an expedition against Louisburg.”

The crew of the Royal George were turned over to her, and the flag of
that gallant admiral was hoisted on board, the blue at the maintop gallant
mast head. There was a very great fleet of men-of-war of every descrip-
tion assembled together for this expedition, and I was in hopes soon to
have an opportunity of being gratified with a sea-fight. All things being now
in readiness, this mighty fieet (for there was also Admiral Cornish’s fleet in
company, destined for the East Indies) at last weighed anchor, and sailed.
The two fleets continued in company for several days, and then parted;
Admiral Cornish, in the Lenox, having first saluted our Admiral in the
_ Namuy, which he returned. We then steered for America; but, by con-~
trary winds, we were driven to Tenerife, where I was struck with its
noted peak. Its prodigious height, and its form, resembhng a sugar loaf,
filled me with wonder. We remained in sight of this island some days, and
then proceeded for America, which we soon made, and got into a very
commodious harbor called St. George, in Halifax, where we had fish in
great plenty, and all other fresh provisions. We were here joined by
different men-of-war and transport ships with soldiers; after which, our
fleet being increased to a prodigious number of ships of all kinds, we sailed
for Cape Breton in Nova Scotia. We had the good and gallant General
Wolfe on board our ship, whose affability made him highly esteemned and
beloved by all the men.® He often honored me, as well as other boys, with
marks of his notice, and saved me once a flogging for fighting with a young
gentleman.

We armived at Cape Breton in the summer of 1758; and here the
soldiers were to be landed, in order to make an attack upon Louisburg. My
master had some part in superintending the landing; and here [ was in a
small measure gratified in seeing an encounter between cur men and the
enemy. The French were posted on the shore to receive us, and disputed
our landing for a long time; but at last they were driven from their
trenches, and a complete landing was effected. Our troops pursued them
as far as the town of Louisburg. In this action many were killed on both
sides. -

One thing remarkable I saw this day. A lieutenant of the Princess

7Edward Boscawen (1711-1761). Louisbourg, at the tip of the Cape Breton peninsula,
sits at the entrance to the St. Lawrence River. This strategic point could control entry into
the interior of Canada and to the Great Lakes, as well as into the Ohio River Valley and,
through Lake Champlain, into New York and New England.

3 General James Wolfe (1727-1759), England’s greatest hero of the war. His snecessful
assault on Quebec in 1759 destroyed French power in North Asmerica, though it also cost
Wolfe Ivs life.
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Amelia, who, as well as my master, superimtended the landing, was giving
the word of command, and while his mouth was open, a musket ball went
through it, and passed out at his cheek. I had that day, in my hand, the
scalp of an Indian king, who was killed in the engagement; the scalp had
been taken off by an Highlander. I saw the king's ornaments too, which
were very curious, and made of feathers.

Our Jand forces laid siege to the town of Louisburg, while the French
men-of-war were blocked up in the harbor by the fleet, the batteries at the
same time playing upon them from the land. This they did with such effect,
that one day I saw some of ihe ships set on fre by the shells from the
batteries, and I believe two or three of therm were quite burnt. At another
time, about fifty boats belonging to the English men-of-war, commanded
by Captain George Belfour, of the Eing, fire ship, and Mr. Laforey,
another junior Captain, attacked and boarded the only two remaining
French men-of-war in the harbor. They also set fire to a seventy-gun ship,
but a sixty-four, called the Bienfaisant, they brought off. During my stay
here, I had often an opportunity of being rear Captain Belfour, who was
pleased to notice me, and liked me so much that he often asked my master
to let him have me, but he would not part with me; and no consideration
could have induced me to leave mm.

At last, Louisburg was taken,® and the English men-of-war came into
the harbor before it, to my very great joy; for I had now more liberty of
indulging myself, and I went often on shore. When the ships were n the
harbor, we had the most beautiful procession on the water 1 ever saw. Al
the Admirals and Captains of the men-of-war, full dressed, and in their
barges, well ormamented with pendants, came alongside of the Namsur,
The Vice-admiral then went on shore in his barge, followed by the other
officers in order of seniority, to take possession, as [ suppose, of the town
and fort. Some time after this, the French governor and his lady, and other
persons of note, came on board our ship to dine. On this occasion our ships
were dressed with colors of alt kinds, from the top-gallant mast head to the
deck; and this, with the firing of guns, formed a most grand and magnifi-
cent spectacle.

As soon as everything here was settled, Admiral Boscawen sailed with
part of the fleet for England, leaving some ships behind with Rear-admirals
Sir Charles Hardy and Durell. It was now winter; and one evening, during
our passage home, about dusk, when we were in the channel, or near
soundings, and were beginning to look for land, we descried!® seven sail of
large men-of-war, which stood off shore. Several people on board of our

®Lguisbourg surrendered July 2, 1758.
0 Caught sight of.
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ship said, as the two fleets were (n forty minutes from the first sight)
within hail of each other, that they were English men-of-war; and some of
our people even began to name some of the ships. By this time both fleets
began to mingle, and our Admiral ordered his flag to be hoisted. At that
instant, the other fleet, which were French, hoisted their ensigns, and
gave us a broadside as they passed by. Nothing could create greater
surprise and confusion ammong us than this. The wind was high, the sea
rough, and we had our lower and middle deck guns housed in, so that not a
single gun on board was ready to be fired at any of the French ships.
However, the Royal William and the Somerset, being our sternmost ships,
became a little prepared, and each gave the French ships a broadside as
» they passed by.

[ afterwards heard this was a French squadron, commanded by Mon-
siewr Corflans; and certainly, had the Frenchmen known our condition, and
had a mind to fight us, they might have done us great mischief. But we
were not long before we were prepared for an engagement. Immediately
many things were tossed overboard, the ships were made ready for
fighting as soon as possible, and about ten at night we had bent a new
main-sail, the old one being split. Being now in readiness for fighting, we
wore ship, and stood after the French fleet, who were one or two ships in
number more than we. However we gave them chase, and continued
pursuing them all night; and at day-light we saw six of them, all large ships
of the line, and an English East Indiaman, a prize they had taken. We
chased them all day tll between three and four o'clock in the evening,
when we came up with, and passed within a musket shot of cne seventy-
four-gun ship, and the Indiaman also, who now hoisted her colors, but
immediately hauled them down again. On this we made a signal for the
other ships to take possession of her; and, supposing the man-of-war
would likewise strike, we cheered, but she did not; though if we had fired
into her, from being so near we must have taken her. To my utter
surprise, the Somerset, who was the next ship astern of the Namur, made
way likewise; and, thinking they were sure of this French ship, they
cheered in the same manner, but still continued to follow us.

The French Commodore was about a gun-shot ahead of ali, running
from us with all speed; and about four o'clock he carned his foretoproast
overboard. This caused another loud cheer with us; and a little after the
{opmast came close by us; but, to our great surprise, instead of coming up
with her, we found she went as {ast as ever, if not faster. The sea grew
now much smoother; and the wind luiling, the seventy-four-gun ship we
had passed, came again by us m the very same direction, and so near that
we heard her people talk as she went by, yet not a shot was fired on either
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side; and about five ot six o'clock, just as it grew dark, she jowned her
Commodore. We chased all night; but the next day we were out of sight,
so that we saw no more of them; and we only had the old Indiaman (called
Carnarvon, 1 think) for our trouble.

After this we stood in for the channel, and soon made the land; and,
about the close of the year 1758-9, we got safe to St. Helen’s. Here the
Namur ran aground, and also another large ship astern of us; but, by
starting our water, and tossing many things overboard to lighten her, we
got the ships off without any damage. We stayed for a short time at
Spithead, and then went into Portsmouth harbor to refit. From whence the
Admiral went to London; and my master and [ soon followed, with a
press-gang, as we wanted some hands to complete our complement.
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