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Mr. President, while | am most emphatically and sincerely opposed to taking any step that will
force our country into the useless and senseless war now being waged in Europe, yet if this
resolution passes | shall not permit my feeling of opposition to its passage to interfere in any way
with my duty either as a Senator or as a citizen in bringing success and victory to American
arms. | am bitterly opposed to my country entering the war, but if, notwithstanding my
opposition, we do enter it, all of my energy and all of my power will be behind our flag in
carrying it on to victory.

The resolution now before the Senate is a declaration of war. Before taking this momentous step,
and while standing on the brink of this terrible vortex, we ought to pause and calmly and
judiciously consider the terrible consequences of the step we are about to take. We ought to
consider likewise the route we have recently traveled and ascertain whether we have reached our
present position in a way that is compatible with the neutral position which we claimed to
occupy at beginning and through the various stages of this unholy and unrighteous war.

No close student of recent history will deny that both Great Britain and Germany have, on
numerous occasions since the beginning of the war, flagrantly violated in the most serious
manner the rights of neutral vessels and neutral nations under existing international law as
recognized up to the beginning of this war by the civilized world.

The reason given by the President in asking Congress to declare war against Germany is that the
German government has declared certain war zones, within which, by the use of submarines, she
sinks, without notice, American ships and destroys American lives. . . . The first war zone was
declared by Great Britain. She gave us and the world notice of it on, the 4th day of November,
1914. The zone became effective Nov. 5, 1914. . . . This zone so declared by Great Britain
covered the whole of the North Sea. . . . The first German war zone was declared on the 4th day
of February, 1915, just three months after the British war zone was declared. Germany gave
fifteen days' notice of the establishment of her zone, which became effective on the 18th day of
February, 1915. The German war zone covered the English Channel and the high seawaters
around the British Isles. . . .

It is unnecessary to cite authority to show that both of these orders declaring military zones were
illegal and contrary to international law. It is sufficient to say that our government has officially
declared both of them to be illegal and has officially protested against both of them. The only
difference is that in the case of Germany we have persisted in our protest, while in the case of
England we have submitted.



What was our duty as a government and what were our rights when we were confronted with
these extraordinary orders declaring these military zones? First, we could have defied both of
them and could have gone to war against both of these nations for this violation of international
law and interference with our neutral rights. Second, we had the technical right to defy one and
to acquiesce in the other. Third, we could, while denouncing them both as illegal, have
acquiesced in them both and thus remained neutral with both sides, although not agreeing with
either as to the righteousness of their respective orders. We could have said to American
shipowners that, while these orders are both contrary to international law and are both unjust, we
do not believe that the provocation is sufficient to cause us to go to war for the defense of our
rights as a neutral nation, and, therefore, American ships and American citizens will go into these
zones at their own peril and risk.

Fourth, we might have declared an embargo against the shipping from American ports of any
merchandise to either one of these governments that persisted in maintaining its military zone.
We might have refused to permit the sailing of any ship from any American port to either of
these military zones. In my judgment, if we had pursued this course, the zones would have been
of short duration. England would have been compelled to take her mines out of the North Sea in
order to get any supplies from our country. When her mines were taken out of the North Sea then
the German ports upon the North Sea would have been accessible to American shipping and
Germany would have been compelled to cease her submarine warfare in order to get any supplies
from our nation into German North Sea ports.

There are a great many American citizens who feel that we owe it as a duty to humanity to take
part in the war. Many instances of cruelty and inhumanity can be found on both sides. Men are
often biased in their judgment on account of their sympathy and their interests To my mind, what
we ought to have maintained from the beginning was the strictest neutrality. If we had done this,
I do not believe we would have been on the verge of war at the present time. We had a right as a
nation, if we desired, to cease at any time to be neutral. We had a technical right to respect the
English war zone and to disregard the German war zone, but we could not do that and be neutral.
I have no quarrel to find with the man who does not desire our country to remain neutral. While
many such people are moved by selfish motives and hopes of gain, | have no doubt that in a great
many instances, through what | believe to be a misunderstanding of the real condition, there are
many honest, patriotic citizens who think we ought to engage in this war and who are behind the
President in his demand that we should declare war against Germany. | think such people err in
judgment and to a great extent have been misled as to the real history and the true facts by the
almost unanimous demand of the great combination of wealth that has a direct financial interest
in our participation in the war.... It is now demanded that the American citizens shall be used as
insurance policies to guarantee the safe delivery of munitions of war to belligerent nations. The
enormous profits of munition manufacturers, stockbrokers, and bond dealers must be still further
increased by our entrance into the war. This has brought us to the present moment, when
Congress urged by the President and backed by the artificial sentiment, is about to declare war
and engulf our country in the greatest holocaust that the world has ever known....

We have loaned many hundreds of millions of dollars to the Allies in this controversy. While
such action was legal and countenanced by international law, there is no doubt in my mind but
the enormous amount of money loaned to the Allies in this country has been instrumental in



bringing about a public sentiment in favor of our country taking a course that would make every
bond worth a hundred cents on the dollar and making the payment of every debt certain and sure.
Through this instrumentality and also through the instrumentality of others who have not only
made millions out of the war in the manufacture of munitions, etc., and who would expect to
make millions more if our country can be drawn into the catastrophe, a large number of the great
newspapers and news agencies of the country have been controlled and enlisted in the greatest
propaganda that the world has ever known to manufacture sentiment in favor of war.

It is now demanded that the American citizens shall be used as insurance policies to guarantee
the safe delivery of munitions of war to belligerent nations. The enormous profits of munition
manufacturers, stockbrokers, and bond dealers must be still further increased by our entrance
into the war. This has brought us to the present moment, when Congress, urged by the President
and backed by the artificial sentiment, is about to declare war and engulf our country in the
greatest holocaust that the world has ever known.

In showing the position of the bondholder and the stockbroker, | desire to read an extract from a
letter written by a member of the New York Stock Exchange to his customers. This writer says:

Regarding the war as inevitable, Wall Street believes that it would be preferable to this
uncertainty about the actual date of its commencement. Canada and Japan are at war and are
more prosperous than ever before. The popular view is that stocks would have a quick, clear,
sharp reaction immediately upon outbreak of hostilities, and that then they would enjoy an old-
fashioned bull market such as followed the outbreak of war with Spain in 1898. The advent of
peace would force a readjustment of commodity prices and would probably mean a
postponement of new enterprises. As peace negotiations would be long drawn out, the period of
waiting and uncertainty for business would be long. If the United States does not go to war, it is
nevertheless good opinion that the preparedness program will compensate in good measure for
the loss of the stimulus of actual war.

Here we have the Wall Street view. Here we have the man representing the class of people who
will be made prosperous should we become entangled in the present war, who have already made
millions of dollars, and who will make many hundreds of millions more if we get into the war.
Here we have the cold-blooded proposition that war brings prosperity to that class of people who
are within the viewpoint of this writer.

He expresses the view, undoubtedly, of Wall Street, and of thousands of men elsewhere who see
only dollars coming to them through the handling of stocks and bonds that will be necessary in
case of war. "Canada and Japan,,” he says, "are at war, and are more prosperous than ever
before."”

To whom does war bring prosperity? Not to the soldier who for the munificent compensation of
$16 per month shoulders his musket and goes into the trench, there to shed his blood and to die if
necessary; not to the broken-hearted widow who waits for the return of the mangled body of her
husband; not to the mother who weeps at the death of her brave boy; not to the little children
who shiver with cold; not to the babe who suffers from hunger; nor to the millions of mothers
and daughters who carry broken hearts to their graves. War brings no prosperity to the great



mass of common and patriotic citizens. It increases the cost of living of those who toil and those

who already must strain every effort to keep soul and body together. War brings prosperity to the
stock gambler on Wall Street-to those who are already in possession of more wealth than can be

realized or enjoyed. . . .

We are taking a step to-day that is fraught with untold danger. We are going into war upon the
command of gold. We are going to run the risk of sacrificing millions of our countrymen'’s lives
in order that other countrymen may coin their lifeblood into money. And even if we do not cross
the Atlantic and go into the trenches, we are going to pile up a debt that the toiling masses that
shall come many generations after us will have to pay. Unborn millions will bend their backs in
toil in order to pay for the terrible step we are now about to take. We are about to do the bidding
of wealth's terrible mandate. By our act we will make millions of our countrymen suffer, and the
consequences of it may well be that millions of our brethren must shed their lifeblood, millions
of brokenhearted women must weep, millions of children must suffer with cold, and millions of
babes must die from hunger, and all because we want to preserve the commercial right of
American citizens to deliver munitions of war to belligerent nations.
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We hove more than our rights gt stake in this war—far
more.  The dembperaey, the eivilization, the Christlanization of
the world are af stake: and T believe that Americn should be
proud of the opporfunslty to engage o n worli-wide fight of
demaerney asminst antoerney as f token of appeciation of the
valued rvights which she wrested in 1778 fvom monarchical rule
anid which she hias enjoyed ever since.

Thiz conntry hiag been specinlly favored by Providences; it
hLias been made o begoon lHght, a goiding star to those who look
forwnrd to the thne when (he rule of the people shall be world-
wide, Tr has had the privilege of =stting the Statue of Liberty
Erlightening the World in New Yorlke Harbor, bespeaking to all
thie world demoreicy, Hberiy, enlightenment in self-rule, If
wae do not pespomd to (his challenge to the demacraey, not only
of our own conntry bot o the democracy of all the world; if
weo are nol rendy to defand our own liberty, then we wonlid
botter tnke down the Statue of Liberty Enlightening the World,
which we have erected in New York Harbor, for it wonld be a
snare aoul delusion,

Now, sines Thussin has taleon her stand with the nations of the
earth that believe in selfaale and stind for sell-govermment,
thiz terrible war 2 purcly a battle between democracy and
antocraey, and there shonld be no gqnestion of the attitude of
this Government, or where, when challenged to enter, 1t should
align itself, Ir is the democrpey of the world pgainst German
Prussianizm, Avztrian absslotism, and the unspeakable Tarls,
who 1= a stench in the nostrils of the Chrisilan nations of the
worlil and ought long ago o have been driven not only out of
Furope but out of the Holy Land, whicl he has despoiled.

To my mind, this Government hns an opportanity to do great
gerviee to the world in behalf of all for which 1f has stomd for
now nearly 150 years. It hog o chanes o seenro to the rest of
the stenggling, panting world some of the vights which we have
Iwoen enjoving Tor o long to the exclnsion of many other nn-
tiong, amd when it takes o hand in deing so we will not only
e proteciing our own rights but at the =ame time upholding
the Mdemoeracy of the world in waging o t on the grentest
vemaining bulwark of special peivileze in the world, {he Prus-
slan dynasty of Germaay, We talk much of the bulwarks of
special privileze, The greatest bulwark of speclal privilege in
the world to-day Is the Prossian dynasty of Germany., It Is
defiant, confident, It challenges us, assaultz us, nndertokes to
drive ws Trom the great highway of natiens.  Shall we respoiid
or suhmity There enn be only one answer.  Americans never
submlit to tyranng, That day -piiEsed_forover in 1778 The
spirit of 15796 s here. Tt haz only been dormant. Tt 1s aroused
and will he heard in tones that will réverberate around the
world

Mr. COLT. Afr. President. T agree with the remiark of the
Seantor from Virginia [Mr. Bwawsox] that the tlme for discus-
slon has pos=ed and the thme for aetion hos come, T alse think
that the most elogquent anl offective speech which ean be maide
at thiz Hme is to eagt o vote in the afirmative for the resolu-
tion before the Senate I fevor of war and in sopport of the
President of the United Btates, At the same time I foel that
I omght, at least, to =0y o siple word or two.

To my mind, there are three courses open in this crisls—sub-
milssion, armed nentrality, or war, Submission can nof he
thonglhit of for o moment when we reflect upon the honot and
dignity of the Unfted Stotes,  Armed nentrality has been fried
amd has proved o fallure. Armed neatrality, or defensive oar-
fare, 1=z not adapted to the snbmaring, We con not have n con-
ditlon of armed neptrality and defend ourselves ngainst this
manster of the sen which Hes in ambush, There s, therefore,
no alternative left but war,

I am not going to discuss whether we are In o state of war or
not. The faets have heen reviewed and are Pamiliar fo all. T
regard that we are as much in o stata of war gs If Germony
had sent o bottleship and bombarded New York City aml K1lTed
innocent men, women, and ehildren—innosent noncombatantd—
for o merchant ship bearing the United States flag and 2ailing
peacefully upon $he ocenn is a portien of the territory of the
Unitod Seates, nod when, under the aanthority of a forsign Gov-
ertmont, that ship 18 =onk wiiliout warning and the lives om
board are sacriiieed, that is an act of war.

The Senator from Montang [Mr. Myees] bz =aid that fhs
battle to be fought 1= belween aultcrady ahd demoeracy, I
would change fhat phraseology., To my mind; the bpttle to he
fonght is between democraey and Prossinn militarizm. It is the
domination of the milliary power of Prossia which 12 o mennce
to the warld, to civilizatlon, and to democracy. Germany is
Prussianizad. The Pruszian military sysbom is n aystom of blood
and hron. It substltules fores for bnw, and the hattle to-day i=
shuply=—the l==ue 1s shacply defined in oy own mingd-—the hatile
Jo<day 1s glmply for the overfhrow of s*russinn militarizm, and

nothing else. It is Prussinn militavism which threatens to de-
stroy liberty, civilization, Christionity, and all -that we hold
dear ag an enlightennd peaople,

Fraszian militarism is the sysbem of the MMiddle Azges. The
U-bont controversy i3 n mere inecident in it Tt is o system of
cruelty, of outrnge, of the nonrecognition of internationsl fow
and of all buman rights, It {5 a system of the use of foree ot
any cost 3 8 svstem which says that seli-prosereation justifies the
employment of nhy menns, however cruel and savage, It isa
gystemn which has now arcayed (he civilized world  against
Germany,

It we are golng Lo war upon that Bsue we koow what our
task §s. That task I3 the destruction of the military system of
Prussin which has polsons] Germnny, has extended it pol=zon
to Austris-Fungary, and will poison the civilization of the world
IT it is allowed Co conguer.

I feel, Mr. President. that that 2 the Rsue—n momentons
one—anil T feel in my heart whore our people, oor Hepubiic,
shonld ataml in the presence of (hat worlid-wide, momentous
{zgue. We want to =tand where the President of the United
HStates has placed us In. his mbaange. War means the over-
powering of the enemy—the wlter defeal of the enemy. Wo
want to avall ourselves of overy means of hand: we want to
joln the allles; we want fo join the oeatrals If they will come
with us; amd, presenting o solil, united bdy of pations and
conntries davoted to civilization and liberty, let us join with all
and fight the good fight untll victory erowns our hanners.

AMr. LA POLLETTI, Mr, President, Copgressinnn HELGESEN,
of North Dalkota. having umdergone a severs surgical operation,
ig Iying in his bed of pain i a hospital n this cliy. He has res
guested me to rewd on the floor of the Sennte a leiter which he
has recolved from one of his constiteentz,  Throagh his secre
tary, e has advized me dhat the thovzwnds of Teltters il tele
grams - that come to Lim on the question that = pending before
this hody to-day beme to him one message of anlform protest
against war,

The letter whicli 1 am requested to rewd this afternom 1= Trom
Mrs. H. A. Woodsz, who signed herself “A North Dakota Farin

Woman " ;
Frasikn, N, DAK., Wareh 20, 3005
Hon: HENREY T, HELGESEN,
Waskinglon, 0, €,

TEin Sin: The Tnibad l'H't.lM._. movnedling 1a the newspapet roparis,
ig on the brink of enteripge the European war *dor the sike of huops-
ity,"” agalnat which net T emphatieally protesi. D the minther of the

rer, theifty classes, who spent many wakeful nights during the in

oy of her boy, who went fulnt and woak, wha got along withont nepges.
gities in the woy of clathing, who pntehad and eiinted, in order (o foed
and clothe her bay, gp through those eacrlflees to gend Ly boy to o
slaughterhouze to he butehered?  And what has that bay done te e
merificnd, to be made 1o salfer anill be goss insaone, to loss his eyesight,
1o lowo iy Afm oF i 16g or Loth? Whets daed the himaniby amd the s
tice eome Inf

I am mot o German of & Dermian srmpathizer, but I sympnthize wiil
e mothors aod the propossd victims wha are o hes snecifiesd on the
altar of greed to ennbile monoy-mnking cobedrts who bave made piles e
plos of money to make atlll more mniey.

Let the Unlted Btates Government confiscate the German vessels now
in tle barbore of the TUnlted Htates and hold them as hostages for prop-
wriy :Imlroi,md Ly submariper, ‘The maodlin spmpathy wlth women who
loge their lives on the high seas these days is vldiculons,  Let the womes
#H_L[y at home, where they hélon

patest agalnet compalzery milldary sevvles, svcepl, should it ever be
fieedod, for home defenze,

I otest, in the name of hgmanlty, agalnst the tikilog neay of has-
bnndl-.: fothers, song and brothers to be butchersd, a8 proposed Ly ths
pmul'lr[m:' pafd  press, from the Amerleont weasmen aod chlldees. tep vimge
tha latter to mect finnbcinl ruie, misery, and. in some cases, death from
broken bearts.

The lower middle classes, s persentage of them In the Inrge elties,
Hye wnder economic conditlons which enable thom to ralse bur one or
two children to a fomlly., 15 the sinking of a few merchant vessels
worth even one 1o braught up ot the cxpense of a0 many sacrlfleea ¥

By lnping thoe npbova profesls before the Undted Htates Congress, you

would greatly oblige,

A Korrn Dagoea Faus Wosay, -
=nir. LA FOLLETTE, Mr, President, T had sapposed anntil
recently that it was the daty of Sennters and Represonfotives
In Congress 0 vobe and aol wecordiog (o thelr convietlons an all
puldic mattersz that come before them for cobsideration aml
de-izion,

I.
BTANDING BACE OF THR PRESIMENT.

Quite  another doctrine has reécepily been promulgated by
sertain newspapers, which unfortunalely secus to have foundd
considerable support elsewhers, aml (hat is the doctring of
“etanding back of the President,” without inguiring whether
the President is right or wiong. For mygelf T have nover snb-
seribedd (o that docirine and never shoall. I shall support the
President in the measures he propozes when I believe then to be
right, 1 shall oppose measures proposed by the Trezident whca
1 believe them to e wrong, The fack that the matfer whicl
the Precident subimiiz for consideratton iz of the grenlest fme-
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portmnes b= oonly sn addiblenal peason why we should be suee
dhat we are cight amd net do be swerved from that conviction |
o intlmidated in it= expression by aoy indivence of power what-
sorver, I 0t B2 Importaot Qe ug o spoak and vole our son-
victions dn matters of internal policy, though we may unfor-
tanutely bein dispgreement with the Pregident, it is iofindtely
giope jportanl for g o speak and vobe our convietiong when
the guestion =2 one of peace o war, certain tg invoelve the lives
andl fortunes of many of our people and, it may be, the destiny
af all of them and of the civilized wyrld ps well I -
happily, on such meanentous questions the most patient reseatch
wul eonsclentiong consideration we could give to them lepve
18 i disagresment with the Presidend, I know of ne coirse 16
fake cxvept to oppose, regretfully bud ot the less femly, the
demnds of the Exesutbre.

-
ARMED NEUTLALITY,

Ok the 240 of this month the Presldent addreseed o eom-
winidention to the Sewate ol Howse in which he advised that
""‘nu- Congress declere wur against Cermany amd tiat this Gows
ermment. “ asert all fis powers and smploy all itz resources o
bring the Government of the German Emplre 0 terms and end
the war'™

G Poébroary 26, 1017, the President addeessed the Benate
titnl the House upon the eonditions existing Detween this Gow
vrnmaent il the German Empire, and ot that timesaid, * 1 am
not pew propesing or eontemplatiog wor or any steps that need
Tegad to @™ * * * " Tirequest that you will anthorize me to
supply o nerehant ships with defensive arns, shonlidl that
beeome necessiry, and with the means of using them " against
what he characterized as the unlawil attacks of German sub-
B nes,

A bill was inteoduced, @l i owas attempted to orosh St
through the clozing hours of (he last session of Copngress, to
ive the Twesident the powers raguesied, namely, 0 arm oo
mvrehant ships, and to place apon them gnns and gunners from
our Navy, to be used against Gernmn sulanarises, and to employ
giedi other Cinstromentalities and imethods as might in Jdz
dulgment and discretion secin necessary amd alequate to pro-
fert sneh vessels,  That measare Gid not pass.

1t iz commion knowlodgo that the Presidend, acting withont
athority from Congress, did arm oor mecchant =bhips with gnos
and ganners from oms Navy, and sent them inte the prehbbited
Sourar pone” At the time the President addvessed ng on £he
20 of April there was nbeolutely no change in the conditlons
between this Government and Germany. The effect of arming
maerehiant ships Ll pot leen teshed o8 a defengive’ messaee.
Lite press reports indicale, however, that the Azéce, o Uniteyl
States armed merchantman, hes been sunk o the prohibited
wonto, whether with mines or a torpedn, T believe, has nob hean
eafnblished, so ihe responsibillty for this =inking can wot, 8o
far a5 1 know ab this time, be

Whean the wequest was made by the President en Febronrey 26
for authority to arm merchant ships, the granting of sach an-
therity was apposed by ceriaip Members of the House and by
cevtain Senators, of which I wag one. I made ot that thme n
cavelul investigation of the subject, and became convioeced that
arming onr werehant ships was wholly futile and its only
rpose amd offect would be to lure our merchantmen to don-
por, and probably result In the destrocilon of the vessels o
in the Ioss of the lives of those on board,  The representatives
of the Prosident on this floor then having that B o charge
saw fit, by methods T do not care to characterize, o prevent my
apenking upon the measure and giving to the Senate and to
the country snch nformation as T had upon the subject.

i'nder the circumstances, I did the only fhing that seemedd
practical fo me, and that was to give such publicity as I was
abde throogh the press (o tho fact that the peoposition to arm
merchant shipg would be whelly futile, and could only result
in loss of the lives and property of our owno pedpde, wwithiont
srcompllshing the pesults intended. regret to say that (he
President, accotiding to statements in the public press pur-
porting to cmanate from him, and which have pever heen de-
nied, saw fit to characterize az “ willful * the conduet of the |
Hengtors who, in obedience (o thelr consciences and their onths
of oftice, opposed the aomed-2hip bil, 200 to harge that in so
doing they wera not popresonting the people by whioese sulfrages
they are here. I know of no graver charge that could be made
aeninet the officinl conduct of any Member of this body than
that his offleln]l aetion Wwas the pesalt of a “willfal "—that is
e vnrensoned ol eEVerSe——pnr e, .J

My, President, many of my colleagnes on oth skiles of this floor
huve froem doy to day effered for publication in the Reconn mes-
e il letters vedeived fpmn their constitucnts, 1 hive pe-

44 Bintes in the Union, They hoave beot srsorted according to
;:imurer_they speak i eriticism or comnmendation ef my course

OPPasLE Wi,

Agsorting the 15000 leiters awl telograms by States In that
way, 3ot of 10 ave an ungualibed indorscment of my course in
opposing wir with Germany en the issue presentsd. T offer oniy
n fow solected hastily fuzl befoee 1 eame upon the fleor which
aspecially relute to public sentiment. o e guestion of war,

Mr, President, let me say that the city of Monroe, Wis., is the
county seat of Green County, which berders on the Stnie of
Hiimoig, I am not able to state exactly (he percentage of the
nilionalities of the pespde, ot I koow that the foundation
gtock of that iHle eliy was of New Eugland evigin, In the last
10 or 16 or 20 years o greal many Bwiss have come juto the
eounty.

But, Mr, President, it i o good town, fypleal of any town of
like sice dn sny State fn the Union.  They beld an election there
o the 20 ey of Apreidl, and the fallowing vele was polled npen
the question of declaring war agalnst Germany.  The telegrnm
reproriing the vote is s jollews ;

Nl o
oy wml woles on referemdum on wor question.  Tor penee,

T o informed that in a Massachusetés peferendom by postal
card HOM postal enrds swere sent out, and the returns thos
far show 66 per cent nmpinst war: 63 per cent against conzerip-
tion,  The folowing form was submitted o tnklog the voie in
Massachusedts

President Wilean sald: T would rathor know what the peopls ars
thinking omt dlere wvonnd thelr quiet fipcgides than (6 know what ba
going on in the clonkrooms of the Castool

tda you think of tie two guestions on the oiboer gide?

Mark yoor errogs,  We will see that your Congressmin lisnrs.
now sl mafl immediately.

EsMEncEXNCY Prace CoMuIrTer oF MAssacmTIRTTS,

80 Belston Strect, Reom 30,
Teleplhinne Beaclh GEOD,
hlapcH 27, 11T,
NEFERENDUN Fom MASSACTIUSETTS CONGIESSMNLN,
Yo,

D [t

1. Do wou believe that the Inierest of huenasity
wonhil best be pereed- by the Unioed Sietes keeping
oul of the Huropesn ward

2. Do voul appode the adaptlon of eoneeription a=
dangeraus fo Anerican democracy ¥
Name__
Bireer -
Town or cliy S ki

I recelved thls telegram April 2 from Fliot, Mich. :

Vote taken this afternoon in (hied precinet, fivel ward ; question, Shail

e ENfer wWaAr on EI‘.].['D]]E:H soil} Results—lor wor ﬂl,l\, L'u;lﬁhi;l. wal 150,
L B, LARS0N.

I 4o not Tnow AMr, Tarson, T Eoow Hitle or nothing ahont
Flint, Mich, 1 do not know whother it has 0 Gorman popuiation
or i mixed popalatfon,  The seolor Hemator from thot Siote
[ SaarE] says LG IE §5 o mlso Topmlatier:.

I have thiz Trom Sheboyean, Wik, Shoboygan is a oetier
girong German county in the State of Wisronzin, T expected to
have had here notedd on the telegram the exact percentage of the
German vofe. I glancod ot $t my=elf In my office, but I diil
not have ot hood the last sensuz. The Wissonzin: Bluehool:,
which glves the fgures for 1905, shows there were then over
A0.000 population and 10000 of German birth, Thiz telegram i=
dated April 3. T might say that our =pring clection is beld In
Wiseconsin on the 20 day of Aprll, when all the munfeipal officers
io the fownships and in the villnges and coities ore clected, Tt
brings ont a Talrly representative vote:

Bimznorads, Wis, Apll 3, o0,
Hon, RopEeT M. La FolLETTe,
Wuslingtow, D, 0.

Py peferéndum vole taken the last two days of the gonalliied electors
oﬁe ity of M}r‘iﬂ aii thee guaestion, Shall oor sewmtry enter lsto
the Turopean wor? 4052 vafed no and 17 voted yes.  Certliled to as
correct.

F. YVourarm,
s Lis8AUENTR,
ADsar i .
Canaasdis.

T veeolved also the following., A vole was taken not only in

the city of Bheboyzam, ok in the covmty of Bheboygan, ropre-
genting the coumtry or farmer volo:
Barnovoaw, Wre, Aprfl §, 1417,
Hon, Roseer M, Ta FoLngrsr,
Senale, Waakinglon, D, O,

} , Dmim Bir: Hinee zending the last telegram, in the referendam  vole
taken by the quallfled electors of Sheloygan L‘:uunt.:r autside the city of
ﬂhehnrﬁnn 2061 voted agninst oor couniry tmtm'lﬂf fnto the Ruropsan
war.  No Voles were cast in favor of war, Uertilied te as corroct by
the canvassers,

Orro A, BaSSURSEL
V. VOLLEATI.

oeived goue 15000 lotters mud telegrame.  They have come from

- Amaor TEEETER,
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The next felogram i3 not A report npon any election. T pre-
gnme very Tew of them were held, Tt is a telegrom from Mel-
rozo, Masz, =ent to me by Mr. Henry W. Piokham. T do not
know him, T rend it as handed to me by one of my sseretaries

Mennose, Masg, Aprfl 1, 1027,
Benotor Ropent M. La FOTLLETTE,
Washington, B, .}

Thn Preallent's mesungn oxplic 1ty miod ﬂi!lt‘l'lfﬂétt!]" Tl'ﬂdttﬂt&ﬂ on in
oppoeliyg armed peotmiity, Siand firn apningt wir and the fubure
will hemor you. OpllectHre bomlelds mBE oot satablish human rights.
'er our country to enter the Buroppan war wonld be trensom o

humanlty.
% Hexpy W. PINEHAM,

Amd the following :

Sppator T ForlerTe,
Washingian, 0, O.°
Mailed you to<day 400 =lgnitures of 1nnr}nnrm+nt from this district to
Fou aml colleagues ou your stand of March
L SCHULLER.

RACTNE;, Wrn, April § I3

Watnace, Ivawo, April 3, M0,

iy

Bennior RopeEnr M. La FOLLEYTE,
Washington, Iy, (L.

Four thousaml people msgembled at the Avudlteriom last night ; lots
American sentlment ;| no enthusiasm for war i vecrulte were J'l.lik-l""l Tor ;
only meven men offored thomselves for enllsbment.  Thia showa there |!-
wa war senilment ln Racine, Nesolutions were spokon of, bk no nt-
tempt wie mode to pars then. Asdlenes waz not for war. I approve

rour stnnd,
z ; AptHrR ENMLTCR.

SearTrE, WASH., April 420087,
Ionent M. La Torterrs,

Hennte Chamber, Weshington, I, 6,2
Ginpi] work, FPeople with you, Steaw referendum efened fo-0aw at
while marlet, cify slvects, sliows J0 for war declaration, 5374 against,
s Immu nly reportlng war demand of mestings where vote 18 agninst
War. p:;;-qslq.rulmJ electlon wera tum-:-rrnw. you would have best

ﬂ'llk'il'ﬁ‘- ARzA Lomse Brmosd,
embor Secfils Helool Board,

Bunmxney, Can, April §, #07,
Bemptor B, M. Lia FOLLETTH,
Washingion, I L

[having sounded the- op niunﬁ '[I ors and. gendora dnking olectrical
empinvering at the Universlt tmlu to-day, 1 have foundntion on
wihich to base my statemen rhll: practically none of ns enthuse st all
ovelr war,  We helieve the country can (o most good by wyebling it.

trust | I,
TEFE S n- 30 Gresy K, MOGRIZON,

Mr, LA TOLLETTE. In addition to the foregoing telegroms,
T suhmit the followlng, which has Just beeti placed o my hands:

A wire from Chiengs received this afterncon from Graca Ab-
Dbott, of Hull House, says thet in eity council election held yes-
terdny John Kennely recelved the largest plurality of any of
the city councllmen elected. His plurality was G157 votes In
his ward. | On aeconnt of his stand agninst war, every newspaper
in {Ehicmﬁ opposad hiim bitterly throughout the eampaign.

Mr, Kennedy made his campnign on the war f=sue, and in every
specch he took occasion to declare himself a8 agalnst war,

There was received in Wnshington to-lay o petition agn.lnst
war with ‘ever G120 bonn fide signers. which were aecured in
the vity of Minneapolis in one day, amnd o wire late this after-
noon states that 11,000 more neites have been secured to that
petition.

In Bew Ulm, Minn, at an electlon, aceording to a telegram
recelved this afternoon, 450 votes were enst agninst war to 19
for war.

A telegrmm recelved Trom Philadelplin this afternoon expresses
tereely thoe =entiment of the people. It reads ;

resident Wilson snld Germen people were not consulied about enter-

Ing the war, Wore we?
{Bigned) Cosuoy PeorLe,
And Congressman LURDEEN, representing the Minoeapolis dis-
trlet, informs me that in response to lotters addreszod by poll
lsts to every voter in his distriet has np fo this hour brought in
returns from nearly 5000 voters amminst deciaring war on Ger-

"many to less thnn S0 wha fover such o declaention.

& Do not these messages indicate on the part of the people a
decprzeated conviction that the United States should not enter
the Buropean war? The armed-ship bl moant ware. Senantors
wha opposed it being forced through Congress i e closing
ez of thesession were rebied by the Presidenty It is highly
important, therefors, to note at this time that the Prosident in
his aldress on the 24 of this month tnkes the same view of
arming merchant ships that was entertained by ot lea=zt =ome
of the Senators, beluding myself, when the armed-ship bill was
before us for consileration. In his address of April 2 the Presi-
u;leut aald:

i gaibie 1o defend ships m?limt thelr fenbmarine) attacks as
tb: l“r putions hag aesomed merchantmen would defend them-
selves privatecrs o cruleers, visible craft glving chase on the

apen S,

He savs In the game address:

It [arming merchant shlps] Is praclically certaln to deaw ns into the
war witlout elther the rights or the eifectiven=ss of beillgerents,

I toke 2ntisfaction in foting that this ia exactly what I stated
in an editorlal fn my magazlne, which waos published a short
time after the armed-ship bill discussion.

T will read Joet & paragraph of bwo from thit editorial:

The armed sbhip bl was oot nuI}i 1.1=-lﬁ:-u stitutional, 1€ was, In m II

{:;ds‘rm nt, foolish and fnadequate. It p l:nnrd the supporters of 1h

assume that I was ondy ne{wnﬂrr place gung on merchant
ships o orvder to defend them sneceessfully ||;.'::1tnr.t submarine atinck.
Thers was no evldence before Congress that would warrant cthe conelu-
slon that nrming thess: zhips woull nford protection.

1. The avallable evhlence points fo the Tetillty of soch armoment,
The Lupcorit wis Armed; Dot she was torpedoe] twice nod sunk withont
Bochanee to five o shot.  Merchant ships of the gllies aon armsl.  Thelr
great o of tonnage 1= conclusive eviionee thiot guns phnted on mer-
ehnsnt shipa are ineffectonl o wardieg of saobmarine attack. Tt i
etiminal to lure from one barbors our merchint ships with pu=sengers,
ctiw, apd [reight g0 embark on a voyage fraught with such imminent
petll in the beliel that they may resist atoack.

T ventore to read two or three more paragenphs:

2. The firet question we showld sk ourselves, efore we enter on ihis
wir with onr arms)] merehanimes oF el "m-.: for e GTT0SE: [LEpMEE
of maintaining oor right to the weere, be - Whnt will happen fo omne ships?
It it 1= s0 exsy to clear the transAtlantic lanes of submarioes, why
ia pot tho Hritlsh Admiralty kesping them open aml free for oor cddme
mefte—singg our carrying frade gcross the Atlantle now consists of
srppiles for the alliee"food and smmonition?  From all we can lesvo
it I.EIUE‘I.I'I that the Liritish Nevy 15 not nttompting this perilons tnsk,
bt is keeping inelie carefully guarded harbors,

What assurance have we that we can clenr the Germon way foneé
with armed merchangmen or with 1-f'tl[|'9hl||t Ay convoss of with any
of {he go-called ¥ enbmacine chasers ©

Manifeatly Bt iz an nodertakinge whlnh the Pritish Admiralty declines
for moml and suflicient roazon,

o Amerionn poblie iz helng warlnlly decelved, We are (Jerided
for hiding bohind the Dritish Navy., Moving pletures Ih'-rh'rl:.- anr flert
firing on submarines that !n:tn:nt]i' go to the hottom.  The dally pepers
are filed with stuff that would lend uws to belleve thal we nesd anly
dﬂrtarw 'r'.r.!r, arder sut oot feet to scour the seas, and the war 15 endod

It in 1dmlttad that the submarine discharges its toepedo with doadly
ACCTINEY AL A Tange of 2 6 4 milea.

Te i admitted that the submarine, with Tta bl submorged @evirnl
fopt heliny the @nrface wnd x iy nothlng bot its porlseope, tan dis-
chargs Its torpede with agual chatice to achiove {ts parpois

Tha |h"rlm: ape- furnishes & targot no- lasger tham n esllor's eap for
merchant and navil moers o flre ot

I have the hast nuthority for the statement that the chaness of hltting
& tnrget of that size at the distance of 2 miles, or of damaging a saob-
marine g0 enbmerged, would In o handred shots be proctically zero.

WAR-BLAD PEISH BEENDS INTULEIANCR.

Tt is unfortunately troe that @ portion of the lrrmmmi'lﬂs
anid  war-erazed press, fecling =eore in the aothority of the
President’s condempotion of the SBenntors who opposced  the
armed-gship hill, have published the most Dnfommons ahd sonr-
rilpus libels oo the honor: of the Benators who opposed thak
hiil.. Lt was particuiariy anfortonote that such malicions fnises
hooda ghankid £ill the publie press of the countey of a tlie wlhen
every consideration for our conniry required that o spirit of
fuirness shouid e observed in the discpssions of the mouens
tons gquestions under conshlerntion,

& member of the Dritlsh Parlinment 1z viziting in this coun-
iy, He his bidd gome opportunicy (o observe this new spirit of
inboloranee that las beon bred In the press and thirough the
pre=z in the United States within the last few months that elal-
lenges the right of any man to wtter hi= independent judgment
oi o question vital, sip, bo the people of this Nation; vital to the
interests of this Government. It has led him to institute somome
comparisens hetween the ecoudlitions that prevail in Great Brit-
pin, a part of that was-tori toreitory of Europe, nod the comll-
tions that prevail here, where we stlll have peace, L have this
copunent of his upon it I am not permitted to vse his nome,
though he may be within the gound of toy voies,

He snidd ;

In England we fes] that the theory of demecracy vegnives the fullest
aud frankest discusslon of every memgure. Wae feel that the minerity
hag o right to a respectful hearing. This k& the ouly way you ean
enrry on a democracy, and keop It a democracy, ¥

Anoiher Etr:nﬂ' thing 1 find s that In Ameriea von geem to expect
%hnt when the minority s beaten It will af onee capltulabe, deciare it

been in the wmn:: and jolo the majority. This §a not democracy
pither. Tn ¥Fngland durlng the Boer War and this war, bnt especially
in the Resr War, there wos an organized minorfty in Parllpmombe—
there always hod boen im 1ime of wor., In the Bosr Woar this minority
wis lod by no less g person than Devid Llogd-Gecme

f wou muoke it nn Amerienn policy that when t'|1.| F Tits anes
epoken, the right and doty of the nlﬂﬂl‘iti‘ to ex l‘ﬂll:ai'[hdf!-hﬂ fight

for what it believes in enids, you hove los .. Thera Ix
:nﬁ eafety or wisdem o tryiog fto suppress tﬁ:u]ht inrru men to
ailemee,

CONSTIEUTION GIVES RIGITTS TO AMINORITY.

Mr. President, lot me mnke another suggestion, Tt ig this:
That a minority in one Congress—mayhap a =mall mimority
in one Coneress _——testing, exercising the rights which the
Constifnts=—" ‘n o minority, may really be representing
the o e conmtry, and if, exercising the right
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that the Constitution gives them, they suceeed in defeating for
the time being the will of the maojority. they are but carrying oat
what was in the mind of the framers of the Constitution:
that yom may have fom time to time in a legislative body
a majority in numbers thaot really doez not represent the prin-
ciple of democracy ; and that if the gquestion eonld be deferrad
aml carvied to the people it would be found thafga minority was
the real reprezentative of the public opiniong So, Mr. Presi-
dent, it was that they wrote Into the Constitutfon that a I'resl-
dent—that one man—may put his judgment against the will of
a majority pot only in one branch of the Congress but in both
branches of the Congress; that he may defeat the mensare that
they have agreed upon and may set his ooe single judgment
above the majority jodgment of the Congresz, That seems,
when you look ot it nakedly, to be in vielation of the principle
that the majority shall rule; and so it is. Why is that power
given? It is one of those checks provided by the wisdom of the
fathers to provent the majority from abusing the power that
they chance to have, when they do not reflect the real judzment,
the opinion, the will of the majority of the people that consti-
tute the sovereign power of the demoeraey.

We have had three immigration bills passed by Congress
much in the same form, varyving io =ome partienlors, which
have been vetood by President Taft and twice vetoad by Presi-
dent Wilson, At recurring elections the people semd back the
Memberz who have pasaed that bill by an overwhelming ma-
Jority ; and still the President, exercising that power—that ope-
man power—vetoes the legislation ratificd by the people at the
pollz through the election of Members of Congress—ithroagh the
election and reslection of Members of Congross with that legle-
lation one of the paramount issues, My, President, that might
have been characterized as the exercize of a willful disposition,
but it was not.

Ho, too, Mr, President, we find that the framers of that grent
instrimment wrote into it that one-fifth of the Members of either
one of the two bodies of Congress might hold in check the auto-
crotie usé of power by the majority on any question whatsoever,
They armoed o minority of one-fifth of the body with the power
to filibuster; the power io demand a roll call—mot a roll eall,
ne gome of the State constitutions provide, only upon maotlers
which carry appropriations, but a roll call on every single ques-
tion upon which it pleases one-fifth of the body to demand a roll
i STUFEEME FOWER I8 IN THE FEOPLE:

What was the purpese of It? Not to make a record, for par-
linmentary legislative history shows that they had that right
prior to that time, and always hwl it amd conld exercise it
No, no; it was the foresight of the makers of the Clonstitution
of this great Government of ours desiring to perpefunte not the
gemnblanee of demoeracy but real democracy, and they szaid,
M here may be times when a majority, swept either by passion
or misinformation, may do a wroenglful thing to this Republie,
aml we will arm the minority in such emergencles agninst the |
undue exercise of majority power by placing in the hands of
one-fifth the right to dewand o roll call on every question.™
Exerciged In the Inte hourz of the seszion of a Conpress it
would ensily be possible for them to demand roll ealls In sueh
n way as to make an exirn session necessary. | But, oh, Mr.
Pregident, we have alway= and ever in this Republic of ours
bock of Congresses and statutes and back of Presidents the sua-
preme power, the sovereign power of the people, amd they ean
correct our errors and miztokes and onr wrongdoing, They
can take us out of our places, nnd if we abu=e any power which
the Constitution puts in (he hamis of a minority, it Hes with
them to enll ng o aecount ; and the more important, the more
profoumdly and intensely lmpocinot the guestion upon which
guch o power 15 abased by & minority, the more swift ol sweep-

ing will b the punishment by the people for the wrongful exer-
cise of M:j1
We nedt] oot disturd ourselves becanse of what o minority

mity o, There ig alwaye ledged, and always will be, thank fhe
God above we, power in the people sapreme,  Somejlmes it
gleeps, sometimes it seems the sleep of death; but, sir,hlm SOV
oreign power of the peaple never dies, It may be sufipresszed
for o time, It may be misled, be fooled, silenced. T think, Mr,
President, that it is being denied expression now, 1 think there
will some a day when It will have expression.

The poor, sir, who are the ones ecalled upon to rot in the
trenchies, have no organized power, have no press to voice thelr

will upon thiz question of pence or wor; bot, oh, Me. Pregident™,

gt some time they will be heard. T hope and I believe they will
he hieard in an orderly and a peanceful way., I think they may
L heard from before long. 1 think, sir, if we take this stop,
when the people to-day who are staggeri- “ee the burden of
supporting families ot the present price “=of life

find those prices multiplied, when they are raised a homived per
cent, or 200 per cent, as they will be quickly, ave, =ir, when be-
yond that those whe pay taxes come to have thelr taxes doubled
and again doubled fo pay the interest on the nontaxable bBoads
held by Morgan and his combinntions, which have been issned
to meet this war, there will come an awakenlng ; they will have
their day and they will be heard. It will be as certnin amd as
inevitable a2 the peturn of the tides, and a8 resistless, (oo,

I promize my collengues that 1 will not be tempted again to
torn aside from (he thrend of my discossion as I have outlined
It v, and T will hasten with all possible speod,

MAY NOT THE PRESIDENT HE WEONG AGAINT

Now that the President has in his message to ug of Apreil 2
admitted the very charge against the armed-ship B which we
made I trust that he is fully convineed that the conduet of the
Sepators on the oceasion in guestion was not unreasoned and
obstinnte, but that it was iospired by quite as hizgh purposes
anid motives os can inspire the action of any public official.

I would not, however, have made this personal reference (id
not the question it suggests o to the very heart of the mntter
now under conslderation, If the President was wrong when he
proposed arming the ghipé: if that policy was, a8 he now says,
“eertain to deoaw us into the war without either the rights or the
‘bifectiveness of belligerents,” is It 8o certain he is right now
when he demands an ungoalified declaration of war against
Germany 7 If those Members of Congress who were supporting
the President then were wrong, as it appears from the President's
statement now they were, should mot that fact prompd them to
inguire corefully whether they are right in sapporting the peo-
possd declaration of war? If the armed-ship bill involved a
course of action that was hasty and l advised, may It not Wwell
be that this proposed declaration of war, which Is belng so hotly
pressed, is also i advised?, With that thought in mind let us,
with Lhe carnestness and the singleness of purpose which the
moinentous nature of the question Involves, be ealm enongh and
brave envugh to exuamine further the President's ndidress of
April 2, o

" PROMIBEE " 07 TTIR OREMAN QOVERENAMENT,

Tn hig mldress of April 2 the Prosident =nys:

Binee Aprll of last yenr the Imperinl Government had eomewhat
restraloed the commands of fts oodereen eraft In eonformity with fms
promiss them given to na thet passenger boats ghould oot b gunk. and
that dpe wﬂ!niuq’ wonlid be given to all other veseels which s subma-
rince might seck to destroy when no resislance was ereil OF eEcApo
attempted, and care taken thot their erews were given at least a fair
chance to anye their lives in their open boate

Beside that statement 1 wish to ploce exactly what the Ger-
man Government divd say :

The German Government, moresver, 18 prepared to do 1ts utmast to
obnfine the sperations of war Tor the rest of (88 duration to the fighting
forces of the belligerents, (hereby also insuring the freedom of the seas,

rinciple upen which the German Government belleves, now as before,
qui:o fn agreement with the Government of the United States. »

“The German Gevernment, gulided by this idea, notifies the Govern-
ment of the Taited Smtes that the German naval forees hive Tecelverd
the following orders : In accordance with the gepecal prineiples of visit
amil zearch and destriction of merchant vessels recognlzed by interna-
tional law, such vesselz, both within pnd withoot the area deelared as
naval war zone, shakl not be sunk without warniog and without saving
human lives, nuless these ships attempt to esenpe o offer resistance,

But nentrals ean not expect that Germnny, forced to Aght for her exiet-
ence, shall, for the sake of newtral dolerest, resirlet the use of an
effective wenpon If her enemy ls permitted to continue te apply at wikl
methads of warfare vlu]u!lnr the rules of intermational law, Boch o
demnnd wonld be Intompatible with the charaeter of lLruTraillﬁ, amni
the German Government §a convineed that the Government of the Unlted
HAintes does not think of mnl:lnt' such i demnnid, kﬁgwﬂn{l that the Gove
ernment of the United States bas r{'i'[mll&i]lx declred that [t 1s deter-
mined to restore the priociple of the Crecdom of the seas, from whatever
q,?ﬂrr 1t ig vinlated,

Areprlingly the German Government Is coufident That, s conse-
quence of the new orders [ssued (0 Us naval Torees, the Goyernment of
the Dnited States will now alzo conshiler afl Inpadiments removed whilcl
may have been i the way of o mutesl ceoperation toward the restorn-
tion of the freedom of the sees duriog the war, as & eatedl In the

be of .]u]; aib, 15, and it does Dot doublt that the Govermmend of

e United Btetes will now demamnd amd insist that the Britlsh Govern-+
ment shnll forthwlith obaerve the raleg of internatiopal law universally
recognized before the war as they are Iald down in the potea presented
1 ‘E‘h« Government of the Unlied States to the Britieh Government on

cempber 28, 1014, and Ndvember 0O, 191G,  Ehoeuld the steps inken
by the Government of the United States not attaln the object |t desires,
to have the lnws of humanliy followed by all belllgerent natlons, the
German Government woeulid then be facing 4 new sltuation, in which o
must reserve iteell complete Hberdy of declslon,  (May 4. 1914.)

It mu=t be perfectly apparent therefore that the promise, so
called, of the German Government was conditloned upon Eng-
land"s being brought to obedience of international law in her
naval warfare., Eince no one contends that Eagland was brought
to couduct her naval operations in accorlaonee with interna-
tional law, amd even the poor profesiz our Government has
lodged agninst her show that she has not done =0, was it quite
fudr to lay Defore the country a stntement which implies that
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Germany had made an upconditional promise whith she has
dlzhonorably violated?

Thiz is a time of all fimes when the public mind should be
cilm, not inflamed ; when nccuracy of stotemnent 18 vitally essen-
tial to presenting the lgsues to the Congress and fo the people
of the counfry. v

GEEMANT'A HUMANE PRACTICES,

In his message of April 2 the President says:

1 wan for a llttde while unable to belleve that sueh things [refercing
toe German submarine methoda of warfare] would in faet be done by
any devernment thet hed beretofore subee to the humane proctices
of civilizod sations.  Interoationad low bad $ta origin In the attenpt to
st up some low which would be respected apd obseryed upon tho sea,
where no natlen had rght of dominlon and where Iay the free Wghwayrs
of the world, Dy patnfnl stage after stage hes that lnw beon bullt up
with mesger cocugh resolis indeed, after all was mecomplished that
conlil Lo aceomplizbod, but alwaye with a elenr view ot least of what
the Lieart and conscienes of mankind demandad,

The reeapnition by the President that Germany bad always
heratofore =ubz=cribed to the humane practices of elvilized ha-
tlonz i o mwost Impartant statement, Thoes it ool suggest o ques-
fion na to why it is that Germany has deported from those
practices in the present war? What the President had so ad-
miradly stated obout International law and the painful stage
by which it has besn builded up is absolutely true. Bot 1o this
econnectlon would it net boasvell to say alzo that It was FEnglad,
not Germany, whe relused (o obey the declaration of London,
which representod the miost humane bfeas and was the bast
stntement of the rules of internationsal law as applied te naval
Srarfare? Keep that i mind, Would € not have been falr to
gay, and fo keep In mind, that Germany offered to shide by
thoze principles and England refused; fhat in response (o our
request Germany offered to cense pbsolotely from the use of
snbimarines in what wa characterized an unlawful manner i
Epgland would cense from equolly palpaBle and éruel violotions
of Internntional Tow In hés conduet of naval warlare?

V.

CLEEMANY'S WATFALE IR AGAINET MANETND

The President in his mesaage of April 2 says!

The present Gorman wacinve ngninet commerce 18 a warlare ngalnst
mankind: It ls & war oguninst all notions,

Agiln referring to Germany's warfare he saya:

“Lhere bas been noodiserimdnnlion.

a1t not a LitHe poct that If Germany's warfare b9 against

all nations the United Stdygs 18 the only matlon that regards
it necpssary to declnre war on that secommt? I it s tros, as the
President says, that ® there has been po discrimination,” that
Germany bas treated every neniral as she has trexted us, s 0t
not pecaling thot oo other of the groal notlons of the enrth seem
to pogard Germany's conduct In this war a5 a enuse for entering
Into 1t?  Ard we the only nation Jealous of our rights$ Are we
the only fation Inssting apon the proteetlon of our citizens?
Do ot (he strict peatrality maintained on the partoof all fhe
ether nitlons of the earth suggest that possibly there is o reason
for thelr action, amd that that reagon is Lhat Germany’s conduet
tintler the circumstances does not merit Trom any natien which
iz determined to presarve it geutrality o declaration of war?

Norway, Sweden, the Notherlands, Swilzorliand, Denmarlk,
Epain, amd gll the great Hepublles of South America ave quiie
n& interssted I this subject ns we are, amd yet they have refused
to Join with us In g eomdnation ngninst Germnny. I ventuire
1o suggest also that the antlons named, and probably others,
Tiawve . somewhat botfer right to'be heard than we, for by refos-
ing to gell war material nd munitiongto any of ihe belligerents
they hnve placed themselves in o positlon where the suspicion
whirh attaches to ug of o dezire for war profits can not attneh
1o them, . k .

= Augnst 4, 18314, the Republic of Prozil declars] the expor-

tation of war matirie]l from Brozilian ports to'any of these
powers at war to he'Erietly forbidden, whether swch exports
e undder the Brazilinn fiag: or that of amy other countey.

In that eonnection T nete the following dispateli from Busnos
Alreg, appeariog in the Washington papers’ of yesterdny:

Preshiert Wilsen's war mddress wis recofved iere wiith interest, bhut
no mrticoine s enthwsiasn, * o+ roment  ofllelnis  and  poli-
ticinna bnve adopled a cold shonlder tﬁd the Lnolied Biates polley—
nn - atilbpde apmieeotly bosed on ap ensfon Jost Bouth Ameriean
interosts suifer, ]

The newspaper Ragon™s view waz [Tasfeative of i) Does
not the United States eonsliler this nn opportane fime to consali-
dite the fmperialistie policy overyvowchers north 'of Panama? it
malel, !

Tlils 15 the question thnt neutral notions the world over ore
aEking.  Are we Soixing npon this war to eonsolidnte and exténd
nn imperiiallstle policy? We complain alzo Because Mexico hing
turded the cold-shounlder to s, and are wont to look for zinistar

reasons for her attitude, 1s it noy wonder that she should algo
turn the eold shoulder when &he sees us unite with Great Britain,
an cinpire  founded upon her conguests and subjugation of
wenlier nations, There is no doubt that the sympathy of Norway,
Bwaeden, and other countries close to the seene of war is alrendy
with Germany, It is apperent fhat they view with alarm the
entrance into the European strugele of e siranger from aeross
the zen. It is suzgested by some that our entrance inte the war
will ghorten it It 18 my fivm bellef, bazed upon such Informa-
tion as 1 have, that our entrance into the war will not only pro-
long it. but that it will vestly extend ils aren by drawing in
ofher nations
YL

NO QUARNAEL WITH THE SERIAN FROPFLE,

In hiz messnge of April 2, the Prezident =aid:

We have no gnarrel with the Getmnn people—IE was faol upen Thelr
Impulse that their Government acted in entering this woar § 1t was oot
with thelr previous knowledge or approyal.

Again he saya: =

We are; Iet toe sny ngnin, sloeere friends of the German people and
shail dexire nothing so much 08 the early recsialbil=biment of lotimste
selations of mutunl advantage belween S

At least, the Germman penple, then, are not outlnws. What i
the thing the President asks us to de to these German people
of whom he speaks so highly and whose sipeere friend he de-
cliireg us8 o hed

Here is what he' declares we shall de in this war.
underinke, he siays—

The otmost practlcabie cooperaflon o councll aml action with the
Governments now. At war with Germany, amd as an Iocldest to that,
the extension fo thoss Goverhinents of {he most ecal Ooeocial credita
In order that oor pegources may, &0 f0F as poasible, be added (o Thelrs

8 Practienble  cooperntion!”  Practleable  eooperation withy
Epglaml fml her allies In storving to denth the old nen aml
women, the children, the sielr and the mnimod of Germany.
The thing we are asked to de is the thing 1 have stated. It I8
fiile to taik of o wor upon o government oniy,  Wa are Tenged
I this war, or it I8 the Presldent’s proposition that we shall b
ao Jenpued, with the hereditary encmles of Germany. Ay
war with Germuany, or any other conniry for that matter, would
be bad oncogh, but there are nol words stiong cooush to vodes
my protest agalnst the proposed combination with the enlente

Yo shall

T chollengs i3 (o ol maokindonllics. When we cooperute with those Governments we indorse

thelr methods, we indorse the viclations of Intersational law
by Greal Britain, we indorse the shameful methods of war-
fare against which we have agninand agaio peotested In fhis
war; wa lmlorse her purpose to wreak upon the German pesple
the animos=ities which for yenrs her people bove besn taught to
cherish against Germany ; finally when the end comes, whittever
it may be, we find ourselves In cooperation with owe ally, Grest
Eritain, and £ we can not resist oow the pressore she isex- -
rriing to carey us into the war, how can we hope to pesist, then,
tha thousnndfold greater pressure =he will exert to bend us to
her purpo2es amd compel complineee with her demands ?

We do not know what they are * We do nok know what 18 in
the minds of those who have made the eoiupaet, but we are to
sub=eribe Lo it We are brrevocably, by our voles here; to -
murry ourselves to o nondivorceable proposition velled from os
mow,  Onee enlisted, once In the copartnership, we willl be cor-
riel through with the purpeses, whatever they may be, of which
Wi now know nothing. g

Bir, il we are to enter upon this war in the manner the Pres-
jdent demands, let us thrw pretense o the wind=, et us be
honest, let vz admil that thia |8 a rothless war agninst not ooly
Germany's ary and her navy bat agalpost her clivillan populn-
tion a3 well, and frankly state that the prpose of Germany's
heredltnry European eieinies as boeoime odr puirposs,

: YIL ]
MUST SPFRND OO WILOLE FOHNOE TO Wi,

Again, the President snys “ we are ghout to accept the gnge
of battle with thiz naturol foe of Hbortr and shall, (T neeesdnry,
gpend the whole forée of the Mation to check and naliify im
pretengions ang i power.™  That much, ot Teast, 18 clear; tht
prozeam 12 definite,  The whole force and power of this Noton,
if necessary, 15 10 be nged to bring viciory to the entente nllés,
and to us as their ally in this war, Remember, thot oot yet
haz the * whala foree ™ of onp of the warring nntions Leen paad.
Countless millionz arg sufferlng from want and privation;
countless ofhifr millions are dead ool rotiing on Toreizn batthe
felds: eountless other mililons ave ovipplal aml  malmed,
tlinded, and dismembered ; upon all and mpen their chlldeen’s
rhildren forr generationz to come s been Inhd a Bavden of debt
which must be worked out In poverty nmd 2offering, but the

-Swhiole force ™ of o ome of the Warring antions’ lis Fet been

rpended : bat-onr * whole fopea ™ shall be os pended; so save the
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President. We are pledged by the Presbident, so far az he can
pledge wa, to make this fair, free, and happy land of ours the
snme shambles and botbomless pit of borror that we gee in
Europe to-day,
VIIT.
THIE T8 A WAR OF DEMOCTHACT,

* Just 2 word of comment more npon one of the points in the
Pregident’s address, He says that this is a war © for the things
which we have always earried nearest to our hearts—for de-
mcraey, for the elghit of those who subamit to authority to have
# voice in their own govermment,” In many places throughout
the ndideess 1= this exalbed =entiment given expresslon,

It = o sentiment poculiavly caleulated to appeal to American
henrts and, when aceompanied by acts consistent with it, is cer-
taln to receive our support: but in this same connection, and
strangely encugh, the President says that we have become con-
vineed that the German Government os it now exists—" Prus-
sian awntocraey " he ealls —can never again maintaln friendly
relatlons with us,  His expression Iz that " Prussign sutocraey
wits ot and could never be our friend,” and repeatedly fhrough-
ont theaddress the suggestion is made that if the German poopla
would overturn their Government it would probably be the
way to peace. 3o frue is this that the dispatehes from London
all hiailedd the messnge of the Predident as sonnding the death
knell of Germany’s Governrment.

But the President proposes alliance with Great Britain,
which, however liherty-loving g people, 12 a1 hersditary mon-
archy, with a hereditary raler, with o hereditacy Honse of
Lomdz, with o hereditary lnmded system; with a limite] amd re-
siricted suffrage for one class and o multiplied suffrage powor
Tor another, nmil with grinding industrial eonditions for all the
wageworkers. The Presldent hos pot saggested that we mnke
aue =apport of Great Britain conditional to heér granting home
rale to Iréland, or Egypt, or Indin. We rojolee in the establish-
ment of & democracy in Russing bt it will hardly e contended
that if Russia wns till an antoreatic Government, we would not
be asked to enter this allinnee with her just the same, Italy
and the lesser powers of Burope, Japan In the Orient; in foet,
fill of the conntries with whom we are to epter Into allinnece,
except France and newly revolutionized Bussia, are still of the
old order—nand it will be generally conceded that no one of Uiem
hag done a2z much for ite people in the solation of munieipal
problems and In securing social and industeial reforms as Ger-
many.

Iz it not a remwarkable democraey which leagues itself with
nllies olready far overmatching in strenglh the German nation
and holds ont to such belenguered nation the hope of peaes only
at the price af giving up their Government? I am not tolking
now of the merits or demerlts of any povernment, but 1 am
spenking of a profession of democraey that is loked in action
with the most brotal and domineering nse of antocratic power,
Apa the people of this country being =0 well represented in this
war movement that we oeed to Zo abroad to give other people
eonteol of their governments? WHL the President and the sup-
porters of this war bill snbmlt it fo a vete of the people before
the declaration of war goes into ¢ect? Until we are willing to
do that, it iy becomes 1s to offer as an exense for our eniry
into the war the unsupported clabm that this war was forced
upen the German people by their Government * without their
previous knowledge or approval”

Who has registered the knowledge or approval of the Ameri-
can people of the course this Congress is called upon to take
in Jdeclaring war upon Germany?  Submit the question to the
people, ¥ou who support it You who suppert it dare not do i,
for yvou know that Uy a vote of more than ten to one the American
people a5 o bdy would register their declaration agninst it.

In the =¢pn=e that this war is heiug foreed upien dur people
without their koowing why and without their approvol, and
that wars are usually forced apon 21l peoples In the same way,
there is some truth in the statement; but I venture to say that
the response which the German people have maode to the de-
mands of this war shows that it has a degree of popular sup-
port which the war upon which we age entering has not and
pever will have among our people.  The espionage bills, the
conseription bills, and other forcible military meazures which
we understaml are being ground out of the war machine in this
eomutry i5 the complete proof that those responsible for this
wor fear that it has no popailar support and that armies sofi-
cient o sati=ly e demand of the eontente allles con not be re-
ernitel by voluntary enlistments,

THE BVEXNTS EEVIEWED WHICH HAYE LED UPF TO TIE PRESENT SITUATION.

I desire ot this point to review a8 briefly ns possilile, ut with
absolute neenrney aml faivrness, the svents occoumrring since the
commencenent of fhe present  Buvopemn  war, which have

brought us to the very brink of war with the German Emplre,

I enter upon thiz task the more freely bocanss overy fuct to

which I refer iz nndigputed, and the events 1 ghall relate ave

g0 fresh in the minds of every SBenator that it T should err in

any particolar I will no doabt be quickly correctal.

I; WITH THE CAUSES OF THE FREEREXT WAR IN EUDOUE WE HAVE SOTHING
T g,

When In the middie of the snmmer of 1014 the great wer
broke out in Eurepe our relations with every one of the un-
fortunate sountries involved were in évery way friendly. Tt is
trug that many yearz2 before we had had zome diferences with
France, but they had long sinee been adjusted, and we felt
torward the French people and toward the Government of Franes,
like ours Mepoblican in form, nothing but sineore and dizioter-
ested frlendzhip. With England the situation was a little 4if-
forent.  Wa bad Tonght two Bloody wors with England—one to
obtaln eur independence n= a people, and later thie War of 1812,
with the canses and consequences of which we are all familiar.
But the ties of race and Inngnage and long commereinl nesoei-
ation had tanght us to forget much in Dritish conduct and
diplomacy which woe have felt was wrong and wnfalr in her
denlingz with us and with other conntries.

With Germany likewise onr relations were friendly. Many
hundreds of thousands of the sabjects of Germany had emi-
gratd to this comntey, and they amd their descendantz had
shown themselves to be In every way most worthy and destrable
citizens. The great Oivil War which saved the Union was sues
cereful largely theowgh the services rendered by Geormang, both
a8 offfcers and as men gerving in the ranks. B A, Gonld, In
. work dealing with spome of the phases of the Clvil War,
aml prepared soon after i close, among other things, peo-
sented a table of the relative number of foreign-born solillers
In the Tnion Army. T quote from that table as Tollows :

Hogtish oo, B R i o e i e i S i N 45, O08
AR A i s m s Sl i e e g e 64 a
L L e s e P e it .- e i s, - Ty

P R e o e e e e D T e R b, A RY, RS
All other forelgn boro__ oo oo g oo 48 410

Later and more carsful investigation of the statistics show
that there were In reality 216,000 native Germans fn the Union
Army, and, besides (his, more than 300,000 Union soliliers who
were born of German parents,

More than one-half a million of the men who eprried the
musket to keep this Govermuent of onrs undivided upon the
map of the world were men who ate now having their pairiot-
lsm and loyalty to this country questloned, wlih seeret-zeryvice
men dogging thelr footstens.

Whao dees not remeimber, smnong the most callant and distin-
guizhed oilicers in the Unilon Army, Schurz, Sigel, Rosecrnns,
and seores of others? It i2 well (o recall also that when Presl-
dent Lincoln fzssued his eall for volustesrs they voluntesred
mwaeh more lorgely from the German-zetiled Sinles of the Middle
West than from the war-mad States of the Hast. Is history
to repeat Ttself?

The German people, either in this ecounivy or in the father-
lond, peed ne iribnte from me or from anyvone else. In what-
ever land they have lived they have left n recond of conrage,
logalty, honesty, and high ideals second to no people which
have ever inhabited this earth sinee the dawn of history., I
the German people are lesg llkely to be swept off thelr foef in
ihe present crilsis than sone other nationalities, 1€ is qdue to
two facts In the first place, they have a livelier appreciation
of what war ymeans than has the average Amerlean, and, in the
gecond place, German speaking and reading people have had
an opportunity to get both sides of the present controversy,
which no oie could possibly have, who has depended for his
information solely on papers printed in Eonglish and Eaoglish
pubstlrations, .
:’?hrwe zaid that with the canses of the prosent war we have
nothing to do. That is troe. We certainly are nol responsible
for it. It originated from cauzes beyomnd the sphere of our
influenee and outzide the realm of our responsibility. If is
pot Ingdmissible, however, to say that ne responsible narrator
of the svents which bave led up to thig greatest of all wars has
failed to hold that the Government of each country engnged In
it iz at fault for &, For my own parct, I believe that this war,
like nearly all others, originated in the =elfish ambltlon and
eruel greed of a comparatively few men in each Govermment
who gaw [0 war an opportunity for profit and power for them-
selves, and who were wholly indifferent to the awful suffering
they knew that war wonld bring to the masses, The Germm
people had been taught to believe that sooner or later war was
nevitnble with England aml Fraoee aml probably Russig allied
againat her. It is unfortunately true that there was wmeh In
the secret diplomaey of the years mmediately preceding the
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breaklng out of the war in 1014 to afford foundetion for such’

Belief. The sscret treaty between France and Eogland for the
partition of Morosceos, while making n public treaty with Ger-
many, the terms of which were diametrieally opposite to those
of the Becret (reaty, did much to arouse the susplelon amd
lgstitity of the German people fowaord both France and England,

I doubt If the diplomatic history of any of the nantions of the
parth in eivilized times ean show so reprehensible, 2o dis-
honest, =0 perjuored & rocord oz the Meroecan afair brings
home to the doors of those who were responsible for that
Morocean treaty, the diplomatic agents of the French and the
Englisly Governinents,

Think of it, Mr, President! German citizens hod aequired
peogrerty ns Individoal porchasers in the rich mineral fields of
Moroces, A treaty was entered loto between Englamd, Franee,
aned Germany which protected all the interests of all those who
Hlened the treaty. Then France amd Englaml execnted a treaty,
certain provisions of which were not publizhed when the treaty
wns published. By theterms of these secret provisions German
enterprize was to he drlven out of Morocen,  Mark yod, it was
fiot the people of Fronee aml England—=it was not éven the Gov-
erpurents of the respective countries—whlel were gullty of the
great wrong committed afainst both Moroeeo ol Germany, bot
Ipd= than a half dozen ambitfons, intriguing diplomats;, who
mide the seeret plan to divide Moroceo between France and
Spain,  Germany was to be thrown onl.  England hacksd up
France and Spain jn the disreputoble deal and vecoived for her
part of the swag the relluguishment of Franee to oll rights
whirh she hed theretofore claimed in Egypt, Tt waz pot wntil
thise facts ame oot thet real hostile fooling hotwesn Garmany
and England began to develop. Hereln Wistory will fingd the
real cause for this war. Enginmd would tolerate no commereial
rivalry. Germany would not gubmit to isolation.

Of this incident Mr. W. T. Stemd, In the Review of Roviews
Tor December, 1911, lind thiz o sny:

We wore nearly involved Inm gthe stapendous catowt rophe of & gl
ganlic war with the greatest of all the world powera in arder o enablo
france Lo fear up the treaty of Algeclras by taking possesslon of the
dmpire of Moerocees, whose [ndependence gnd 1n:ugrlh Wi were phedged
o defend. € i net to our Interest to make over to France a4 vast
damnin in northern Adrica, = The fact remalis that o oeder
o put France o possession of Moreceo we all Lot weni Lo war with
Germany. We hve egeaped war, but we have not escaped the natarsl
aml abiding eomaty of the Germon people. Is I possibde 0o frame
benvier indletment of the forelgm polley of nn{ Brifish ministry?  The
seeret, the apen secpet of the almost iperedible crime ngu!uat treaty
Tulth, Britlsh interests, and the peaco of the werld 13 the wulurtunate
fyct thet Bjr Edward Grey has beem dominated by men al the Toreign
office who  belicve all considerations must be spborlioated 1o the
supreme duty of lhwarting Germany at every turm, even I in so
fdoing Britlsh Ioterests, treaty tal:c:? and the peace of the world are
trampled underfoet. 1 spenk that which I Know,

Thi= s bt one of the many instances that Musteate he char-
acter of the diplomacy which has been conducted [n Burope
during the last few years, and I€ iz in this kind of diplomoey
that we imst become a partner flso If we hocoine o party to the
war,

Mr, KNOX, Mr, President

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.  Docs the Senator from Wis-
consin yield to the SBenator from Pennsylvaniaf

Mr. LA TPOLLETTE. If it does not divert
ronrze of my remarks

Mr. KNOX., "It Is merely (o ask a guestion. From whom was
the Senator remding? I did not cateh the name if the Renator
stated I

Mr. LA MOLLETTE. It was from Willlam T. Stead.

A celebrated Englishman, 8lr John Fisher, as a delogafe
Lo one of the early Hague confercnces, |8 credited with having
Haid:

It caee of war T ghould have snly one alm, svan B T had ta vielade
every one of the riles Inld dnwnrha? the pence vonfercheos—to win,  The
diplomats ean negotiate afterwarda.  (See * The Inevitable War," by
Francia Ihwlaiel.)

Such were the ldeals the people of Eurepe hod been taught
to hold in preparation for the great war.

2, ENGLAXD'E REPFUDIATION OF THE DECLARATION OF LONDHEN,

On August G, 1914, aml within o few doys after the béginning
of the war, Becrotary Bryan through Ambasspdor Poge inguired
whether England woulld agree that the naval warfare should be
comdncted pecording to the declaration of Londan,

At the game time the same Ingoiry was addressed to the
respective Governments of the warring countries through onr
ambmsgndors at Bt Petorsburg, Paris, Bedlin, and Vienng, The
Inquiry adidressed to Great Britain was as follows:

. DEPARTMENT OF BTATE,
" Washéington, Awgust 8, Mi;—1 p. m,
Me. Beyan josteicte Mr. Page to Inguire whether the Brltlsh Govern-
ment am il te agree that the laws of savel warfure as lald down
I;j the declarntion of Lomdon of 1904 shall be applicable to navnl war-
are during the present coniliet in Europe, provided that the Govern-

me from the

fente with whom Great Britain iz or may be at war alse agree to snch
npplicntion, Mr. Bryan further Instructs Mr. Page to state that the
Governmont of the United Biates belleves that an aceoptance of {heen
lawa by the belligorenta wonld prevent grove misundersrandings which
may srlae as te the relations betweon nentenl powers and the bellig-
erents, Mr. Bryan adds that it is enrnostly I:upqgﬂthat thia inguiry may
recelve favormble consideration.

Germany and Aunstrin promptly replied that they would he
bonmd by the declpration of London. 1 quote the reply of eachi:

AmEpmricany EuMpBassy,
Vicwna, August LI, ML—F p. m,
Your August Oth.  Aunstro-Hungarian Qovernment bave Instrocted
their Torces to observe etipulations of deelaration of London a8 applied
o nuval as woll ag land warfare during present condlict, condltionsl on
like piservanes on part of the ensny,
PEXTIRLD.

AMERICAN FAITASETY,
Herlin, Awgwet 22, HU—02 midnight,

Mr. Gerard refers to department™® Angast 1%, 4 po m., nml says his
August 20, 1 2. m, by way of Cepenbagen, states that the German
Government will apply the declacation of Loodon, provided its provisisns
are not disregarded by other helligorents,

tussio and France wilted to hear from England, Ambassudor
Page finally transmitted England's reply on Augnst 27, 1014
That reply, omitting the immaterinl pavts, was 02 Collows :

I have the henor fo Inform your excellency that Fils Majesty's Goy-
eenment, who attnch great Importance to the views expressod In pour
excellency's nofe are pndmated by 4 Keen desiee (o consult o (ae od
piessilble the interests of pewtral counteies, bave given this matter their
st careful conshderation, and bave plessurs o stating that they
have declilold to adopr gencrally the rhles of e declarstion In gquestion,
to cortnin modifcations and additions which they jodge indis=
» to the efflclent conduct of thele moyal operations. A detallod
explanation of thess additions amd. modilications is contalped in the
Inelased momorandum,

he necesgary steps o carry (he above decisfon Inte effoct have naw
Been taken by the lesge of an ovder in counell, of which 1 bavae the honor
ta inclese coples berein for your excelfeney’s information and for trans-
misslen to your Government,

The modificatlons and additlons quoted which Great Beiluin™
made to the declarntion of London were so completely sube-
versive of the essentiol prineiples provided by that declaration
that nothing was left to do except to treat the British answer
aa a refusal fo b Dound fa_ ooy material respeet by the decelaras
tion of Londongand accordicgly on October 22, 1004, our l:m.'-j
crnment replied as follows :

Inngmuch as tha Beltish Government consider that the sonditissns of
the present European confict moke {t lwpossible for them o iecepl
withoot modification the declacation of London, you are requested to
ioform Hiz Majesiy's Government thal in the cfoamstaness the Sav.
crnihent of the Unlted Stntea feela obliged to withdraw ils saggestion
ihat the declaration of London be adopted as & (enperery code of
paval warfnre fo he aherrved by bellleerents apd meglcads during the
present war ) that therefare this Government will insist that the rlghts
el dutieq of the United Stoates and fte citizens in the presont war be
defloed by the existing roles of internationnl law and the rentles of
the Tinlted Bfntes irrespoctive of the provisions of the declaration of
London  and that this Government veserves to itelf the rhehd fo enter
o protest or demanid In each ease In which these rights and dutfes wo
detined] are vislntold or thelr feee exoreizs interfored with by the ow-
thurities of His Britannic Majesty's Government,

LARRING,

ﬁr]um was the first step taken in thet rothless neval warfara |
which hag gince horrified the civilized workl, Thu=z dil Gredat
Britain Initinte her naval warfare, and induce hier allles to do
the smne, by repudiating the rules of naval warfare amd the
rlghts of nentrals upon the sea, which had been declared and
agreed to by the representatives of all the great powers of the
worlil, Including our ow Of course, it 15 well understood
that the governments had not ratified §t, bat thelr reprossnta.
tives hind agreed to it

Mr. KNOX. DNMr. President—

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.  Doog the Senator from Wis.
consin yield to the Senator from Pennsylvanin?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE, I certainly do,

Mr. KNOX. Tn the Interest only of accuracy, may T ask, do
I understand the Senator to state that all of the powers lad
agroed (o the declaration of London? Is that eoreecet?

Mr, LA FOLLETTE. I state] that the represeniatives of
all of the powers had signed and agreed o it

Mr., KNOX, But it had pnot been ratifiesl by the sovern-
menks,

Mr, LA FOLLETTH, It had not been. I had alreaily so
gtated before the Sepgtor from Pennsylvanio rose,

Mr. KNOX., IMd the Seomtor siato specifically that Great
Britain had never ratified the declarotion of Longdon?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. T did no€: bot I now state that fact.

Mr. KNOX. The Benator so understands 189

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I &0 understand it: but T say that the
representatives, the enlightened men who were sent there by
thelr respective governments, in the cnloness of the delibera-
tions of that assembly wrote the declaration of London as the
expression—the enlightensd, hiumane expresgion—of the roles of
warfare based upen international law, as they understood i
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amd that final nnd formal eatifieation by the governments had
nof heen erismmmated docs not ehange that fact.

This case of onrs in going Into this war will not be tried by
higtory upon teehniealitles, but upon grent fondamental, onders
Iylng principles, and the declantion of London was the expres-
slon—=the codification of the well-settled and accepted principles
of international nw en the subjects covered relating to naval
warfure by the most sdvaneed govornments of the world.  And
e Government of Germany that 18 arcafgned here every hiour
a8 the most Wlosithivsty Government on earth, responding to
the Ingulry of ouwr Government, agreed that she would suspend
or wipe out her right to the use of the submarine In conformity
with oue suggestions provided that the roles Inid down in the
Laondon declaration were adhered to by all of those who had pois-
ticipated In It and who were then parties to the war.

Ar. STONEL Mr. Prozsident——

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Dooa the Senator from Wis-
conzin ¥ield to the Senator from Missonr]?

AMr. LA TOLLETTE. 4 I yield for a qoestinn.

Afr, STONE. The question is suzgested by what the Sennfor
from Penneylvanis [Mr. Kxox] asied the Senator from Wis-
conzin, whether fthe Government of CGrent Britnin had ever
ratified the declaration of London. DA the Governmenl of
Great Britain, or any other of the governments participating in
the conference, reject that declaration?

Mr. LA FOLLETTR, I believe {hey never did, T think T am
entirely safe in saying that they had never rejected or disailivmecd
the act of their reprogentatives in the Lemndon eonferenoe

For reazon® which become clearer as we advance it =alted
England's pelicy to disregard the rules of elvillzed naval war-
fare a2 the snme wete eodifled and colenrly set fortlh in the
declaration of London and pevert to that Indefinite and eon-
flicting body of precedentz ealled intermational law, In which
ean be found nuthorlty for dolng anything vou have the powers
to do

The declaration of London, prommlgated In 1900, az T have
stated. was the work of the aecredited representatives of the
ieadling nntions of the world, who met in Tondon at Hogland's
request.  Among the nathone represente] woere Germany, the
United Btates, Austrin, Ruoszia, FPranee, Great Britalo, Teoly,
Japan, Hodlood, and other lemdling nwtlons. The way had been
prepars] for suel a-great conference by the varions Hagoe
conventions and the dlzcussiong thereln, The sentiment of
the elvilized world demanded sueh a eonference, and the nations
of the world aeeopted the declaration of Fowdon s heing the
beat and most bumane statement of the rules of noval warfare
which eould be preparved. The very first paragraph of the
declaration I=:

The slgnatery powors arve agread In declarin
tained [n the following chaptera cmmﬁ:md In s
erally recogniesd prioclples of intersatfonal Taw,

Avticls @5 provided, * the provisions of the present declnratlon
form an Indlvizable whole,

OUEAT RETTAIN'E ACTTON WADE NESULY INEVITALLEL

When, therefore, Great Britain mde waste paper of this
dectaration, as she did early in the war, F ought not to have
been diffienlt to have foreseen the inevitable resulk. There are
g Tew simple propositiens of interpationsl law embodied in the
declaration of Lomdon fo which in this conoection it is impor-
tant to enll nttentfon. One s that “n bleckade must be Hmited
to the ports and censts belonging to or ocenpled by the enemy."
(Bee art. 1.)

That has been International law ever since we have had o body
of international rules called- international law, and that was
oxpregzel in the London declaration, which was jeined in Ty
the representotives of Great Britain., If that hod been adhered
ta, no declaration taking this eountry into the war would be
hefore na thia afternoan.

I repeal it. One of the declarationd reads as follows:

A Blockwde mrist oo limited to the porte and consts belonging
ovrnpled by the eoemy,  (See art. 1.)

Another iz that a bockade in order to be WMading npon any-
one must be * maintoined by a foree sufliciently darge to pre-
vénl necoss to the enemy coaet” (Hee art. 2.} Not by sow-
ing tha opern sen with demwdly cembact Mines, bot by & force
which shall maintain the blockade of the porls.  (See arkt 3.)

Anotbar ig that a Dlockade most under no cireurastaness har
aecrss to the ports or to the coasts of aeatepl esuntries,

The press of this country hag attempled; e the very bes
pinndog, to show  thot the Government of the Uniked States
during the Olwll War set up and estalilisbed precedents that
violated, the preposilion enopneiated in. fhe stafement which I
have just read. A decigion of the Buprema Courl of this GO
try—nnd 1o 02 to the honor of America thot it con be reclied—
denfed to thizs Government, when I was fAghiling for s ex-
letepoe In the Civil War, the right to slop the shipment of goods

that the roles con-
tamco with tho. gen-

0o

from England up the Rio Grande to be landed on the Mexiean

glde, it renlly thereafter to be transported ncrosa th Browns-
vifte, Tex., for the benefit of the Sonthern Confederacy. An
opinion was written by the Supremps Court that will thriil with
pride overy Amorican hearf, At that time, Mk, Prezident, the
court mmst have been uwnder every temptation which can be
made to appenl to the huoman heaet to shave and ghade its views
to mest the exigencltes of onr Covernment, but against the in-
teresis of this Government and fn vindleation of the principle
of Inw necessary o the maintenamee of o hody of international
riiles to protect the rights of nentral fommerse and maintala
peace between neutral natlons and belligerents they denled the
Interests of this Governmment in that perilous hour aml sws-
tnined the right of the owners of the vessel, This iz the hold-
ing In the Peterhoff case (5 Wall., 28).

Another fmportant ssrvice rendercd by the declaration of
Taomdon to a eivilized world was the clear statement 1t farnided
of articles which were contraband, comiitional contraband, one
tho=ze whirh nnder no clreumstanees could be declnred contra-
band. {Heo arta, 22 o 97.)

Talk about making war, about hinrling this Government fnfo
Tho Dottomless pit of the Enropean conflict to smztoin the prin-
ciples of Inmfernational law onder which we have suffered the
lozs of some ships and some homan Hves, when Eagland, by
her conrse in rejecting the deslaration of Lomdon and In the
manner of conduecting lier noval woarfare, hos wiped out the
estoblished rules of Interpational Taw which had grown ap
theongh the centuries and opened the pathiway amd set us wpon
the road we have Tollowed sienight to the procesdings which
engaee (he gltention of the Senote thiz afternoon.

EXOLIYD OFENTUENGD LAW OF CONTRARAND.

The distinction befween articles that are contraband and
those that are conditions] contepband and-fres is well toders
stood, I will not trespass ppon the fime of the Senade to (dis-
cuss 1L Articez which are conlraband are alwiays lable to
captore by one belligerent If shown to be destined to territory
belonging Lo or occnpied by the snemy, or if 1t was destined to
the armed forces of the enemy, oo matter to whot particoiar
port the conteaband might e Billed., Of thiz class, aecording
to the declaration of London, were all kinds of arms. aommuan-
thon, projectiles powder, dothing oid equipment of purely o
military character, nod ofher articles n2ed exelnzively for war,
Conditional contraband was pot lable to capture if boand for
o neutral port, and in any case the government asseriing (e
right fo caplure it, even when I was moving direct o fhe
enemy country, was obliged to preve that e was destined for
The nse gf the enemy armed forees and ot to the civilinn popu-..
lation. #onditionn! fonfraband, aemmrding oo e Jedlarption of
Lendon, ineluded food of ail kisds, olething, vehicles, tools,
and o vast multitude of other things enomeroted which, whils
they might be used by the armed forcez, were also sn=ceptible
of use by the eivilian populationg Goods ot the free list could
move unlingdered tothe enemy try in either direct or fndi-
ot 1r'nr1t'~{;‘l.mm1rr the arilcles on the Tree 118, areording to tha-
declaratioh of London, was raw eotton, wool, substantially all
ofher rpaw materials, and a great varlety of ofher articles noees
anry for n eivilian poputntfon.  Goods feom the enemy eonntry
conld not be stopped, excopt by an effective blockads,

There Is no escape from these propositions.  They nre to B
found In every work upon Internntional Inw, approved by every
ronrt thot hns ever pasdsed upon the guestions relatiog fo eohtra-
band, ns shown by an nohroken Tione of decisions

Az Inte nz the Boer War, Lord Saliabury—now getb thiz Infos
your minds i your attention has net been directed to it before—
when asked the pesition of the British Goverument resarding food=
stwTs, wihich were amd abwnys had been conditfonal eomtrabnnd,
Lord Balisbnry sald:

FoadetnlTs wlth a hmt:]n deatinntion ean e conslieral conteabnm] of
war fl!'lJ.]. it thE}' are El]r?rrld Tor the caemy’s Lovees. DI Dok s fbelent
that they are capd belng seemasd: 1Y mu=t be ehovn that this was
in fact |[u:~!r :TMF!“:].'[[DL‘I at the tlmms fu'. thir selawre.  (FHiles’ Amecician
Rights at Sea, p. 11.)

In the very flest days of the wor with Germany, Great Britnin
et nslde and reversed this well-establizied rode announeed by
Lord Salishnry ag to foodstuffs  Had she obaged thot role of
taw Cermany weuld have recelved food for-her clvilinn pepula-
Lign Hirough Benleal merchamimen awd our nonival cornn
would not hove beon attacked by Clernnn sahmarlnes Now,
Lhnt Ig the way history is goliog (o record it, Senatora, ' That is
the undispnied Tact nnd there is nething clse to be amld nlwut it
It has pleased those who: have beent eonducting this eampaizn
through the press to tiake a Jumble of the issues, unti the pube
Lie sees nothing. thinks ef nothinge bt the wrongs commitied by
the Germnn sobmarine, aml hesrs uothing, knows nothlag of
wrangdeing of Bogland that forced Germany to take (he cpirse
she hing token or sobmit to the anlawiul starving of her oiviian
populatlon,
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Now, T want to repent: It was onr absolute right a5 a neatral
to ship food to the people of Germany. That is a pesition that
we have fonght for through all of our history. The correspond-
enco of erory Secretary of State in the history of our Government
who hag been called npon to deal with the rights of our nentral
connerce a8 to foodstols s the position stated by Lord Balis-
bury, just quoted,  He was in Hine with all of the precedents that
wer haed originated ond established for the maintenance of neateal
rlghts upon this subject.

In the first davs of the war with Garmany, Great Britnin set
aside, so far as her own conduoct was concerned, all these rules
of civillzed naval warfore

According to the declavation of London, ng well as the roles
of international lnw, there could have been no interference In
trade betwoen the United States and Holland or Scandinavia
sl other countries, exeept in the cnge of ships which soald
be proven to corry absolute contraband, ke arms ond ammuni-
tion, with ultimare Germpan destination.  There could hove
been no Interference with the Importation inte Germany of any
goodls on tle free st such as cotton, rubber, and hides, There
coull have properly Dheen no interference with our export to
Germany of onything on the conditdonal conteaband list, ke
flour, graiu, and provisions, unless it could be proven by Eng-
Iamd that such shipments were intended for the use of the
German Army,  There coulidd be no lawfal interferonce with
fomlstuifs intended for the elvillan popalation of Germany, amd
if those lfoodstulfs were shipped to other countries to be re-
shipped to Germany, noe question conld be raised that they were
nod intended for the n=e of the civilian population,

It is well to recall st this point our rights as declared by
the declaration of London and as declared without the declarn-
tlon of Londen by seitled priociples of international low, for
we have during the present war become so nsed to having Great
Britain utterly disregard our righis on the high seas that we
larve really forgollen that we have any, o8 far ns Great Brifain
aml her nllies are coneerned,

Great Britain, by what she called her modificationsz of the
deelaration of London, shifted goods from the free lst to the
conditional contraband and contraband lists, reversed the pre-
gumption of destination for civilian population, and nbolished
the principle that o Hoeckade o exist at all most be effective.

Falwin J. Clapp, profesgor of economics of the New York
University, in his book, Eeconomic Aspeciz of the War, de-
seribes the situation aptly. If I supported by all the authori-
tieg, but T quote from him:

The mesdlfeations [of the decluvratien of Londona] were @abyersive
of the principles of the declarntion to which they were atiached, ‘Chese
miedificntions, supplemented by an unesnmpled citepsion of the Dritlsh
gontrabamld Tist and finally by whatl our Government calls an filegal
blocknde, hawve ey Bogland's method of execcising economic pressur
upon Germany aod, pecessaclly, upen all oewiml oetlons that trade
with her.

Again the same author sayes:

This actlen stopped owr direct trade with Genmsoy. It might appeat
that goods oo the free st could still move.  Some of them dld move,
from free to contraband, ple Teared to ship the others lest thﬁ:
shonlil ba so listod while ships were on the ocenn, nnd the geuds made
subject to selzare,  Practicnlly pething hes been shipped to Germany
from this country but cotton, and 1t was pot shipped untll December.,
In belated response to the insistmee of suthern Seontors ool of
American business interesta which had found themselves gravely embar-
rasaed by the cessation of cofton shipments, Greag Britain floally made
i clear statemment that this partlicoler commodity would not be conald-
ered contrabamd,

Ho much for direet trade with Germany. There was still a method
by which we should Lave been able 1o export oor anild dlschare:
our neptral ohligations fo trade with Germany as with Englamd. We
might bave carrled on this trade via meutral ports Hhe Hotterdam or
Capenhpgen, from which the goods might have been shipped to Germany,
The declaration of Loebadon allowa g belligerent to intepfers with n
shipment between fwo nentral ports only when it consists of absolute
contrabatd  for chesyy  territory, Condltional confraband 80 moving
mny not evel be sEspecied. heomder n oconnell changed {his, 1t
extended the new intention of capioring conditiong] conlrabail Lo goods
moving o Germany even (hronch & neatral port.  And, as explainod,
ropditionul contraband was seigable 0 destined 0 anyooe in Germany ;
it was not conditione] bat absolte,

The British actian, besides stoppisg eur trade with Germaoy, barring
only a cerinin amount of indirect trade carried on with much difflcalty
and danger, subjecicd to grave peril our commerer with other neutrals,
‘I'he British contraband lsts were extended so rapidly that soon almost
no important article of commerce with neutrals was free from selzure
by England, who suspeeted everything on these lists as being of possible
Gierman destination, By these methels England propesed to starve the
civillan population of Germany aod destroy noutral trade.

2 EXGLAND AGAIN DECLINES OOk EEQUEST T0 COXDOCT HER NAVAL wak-
FARE WITH S0OME LESPECT PR KEDTEAL RIGHTR AXD IN ACCOibhANCE
wardl MoiE HUMANE FRINCIPLES .‘& E CERMANT AGAIN ACURPTS OCH
BULGRETRMN, A

Now, listen toe the stam gﬂgﬁ undler that proposition
On Febirnary 20, 1916, our Goverm t, through Secretary
Bryan, addressed the followlng eommunication to the Govern-
ment of Great Britain: [ae— g

DEFANTHERT OF STATE,
Washinglon, February 80, rfr,

Ton will please deliver to Bir Edward Grey the fellowing identic notes
which we are sending England and Germany :

In view of the correspondence which has passed between this Govern-
ment amil Great Dritain and Germany, re?ﬁu:tlmln relative to tha
decharation of o woer zone by the (Ferman mlraity and the use of
noutral fngs hﬁr British merchant wvesselz, this Government venmtures
to cxpress the hope that the two belllgerent Governments may. throagh
reciprocal concessiona, fimd a basls for ngreement which will reiloye
nentral shipz enga In peaceful commeren from the grent dangers
:E:I;.JIEEH tmiy will inemr In the high seas mdjacent to the coastz of the

erenls,

The Government of the United States rrrsﬂoctl‘ully sEmels thal an
agrecment in terms lke the followlng might be eotered ioto. 'This
sugeestion f8 not to be regarded as in any eense a proposal made by
this Government., for It of ecurse roully recognizes that 1t Is not s

rivilege “to propose terme of agreement between Great Britain and

rmany, even thoogh the matter be one in which ft amd  the
pecple of the Unlted Btates are directly sl deeply [mterested, Tt is
merely venturing te take the Hiberty which If hopes may ba accorded a
sineere friend dezirone of embearrassing seither nation involved and
of seeving, if It may, the commoen Interests of humanity, The courso
outlined I2 affered in the hops that (¢ may draw forth the views nod
elleit the spggestions of the Rritish and German Gevernments on o
matter of capital interest to the whole world,

Now, after all that prefatory matter—which 1 might have
omitted, T suppoze, to save time—we come to the proposition @

Germany and Great Pritain to agres:

1. That nefther will sow any teating mines, whoether wpon the high
goas or in torritorlal wators that nelther will plant an the high seas
anchored mines, excspt within cannon vange of harbors For delensive
purpose only ; and that all mines shall ear the stamp of the Govern-
ment planting them and be s0 construsted ag to become harmless i sep-
arnted from thelr moeorings.

2. That neither will use submarines to attack merchant vesaela of
any nationality except to enfores the right of vislt and search,

¥, That each will roquire their roapective merchant vessels =of to
uze nentral flags for the parpose of disimlse or rose de goerre,

Germany to agree

That all importations of food er fosdsioffz frem the Unibed States
[and from sach other meuntenl countrles as may ask it) into Germany
ghall ba conslpped to apmeies to be dezlgnated by the United Statea
Government : that these American agencleg ghall have entire charga
and control withont interference on the part of the German Government
of the receipt and Aletribotion of sock lmportations, amd shall dis-
tribmte them solely too retail dealers bearipg Heenses from the Gorman
Government entithing them to receive and fornlel aach Foosd and food-
gtnlle o noneombatonts onby 3 that any vielatlon of the terma of tha
retmilers’ lieongis shall v-ork o forfeiture of thaelr righte o recelve such
fomel nnil foodstulfa for this purgese; and that sueh food and feodetnifa
will not I ruﬂukit:wrd by the German Government for any purposa
whitsoerer oF be diverted to the wee of the armed forees of Germany.

iremt BreBlmin b0 apres

That food and Toadstoffs will not he plased upon the absolote eon-
teabmnd list, and {hat shipments of such commaoditios will not e Inter-
fored] wilth oF detkined by British aothorities If consigned to agencles
designated by the FHItM Biales Zavernment In Germany for the rece
and distribution of soeh cargoes to licensed (lerman retailera for dis-
tripntion solely to the noncombatant popnlation.

I submitting this proposed haals |'|[L aprecment this Government doss
not wizh to be understood as admliting oF denying any belligerent or
neutral right established by the principles of !1i1vrﬂn¥l¢na| w. but
wonlidl ecnslder the a ent, - peceptable to the interested powers,
a rtuﬁmalﬂwndl bﬁ:ae Uu : ]sgg.u"rlleuuéumml];&rlfhnu 'Iruu.l'l ;I'ight an-i‘. ns
not binding upon the Tnita ates, [T =40
maodified form, until aecepted by this E:amrun.tmn’: g + L

BrY AN,

Withont quoting nt length the replies of the Governments of
Germany and Greant Britaln, It is suficient to say that onder
date of DMarch 1, 135, the German Government replied sub-
atantially aceeding to the proposition made by the Government
of the United Statez, and on Mareh 15 the Brivlsh Government
replied substantially refusing to accede to our reguest, It
will be moted that at this time the deadly submarines of (Ger-
many and  the egqually dewdly mines of Great Britain had
renderel e high =cas dongerons to the Hves of all neutrals,
but the English steamship Lasifende, loaded with 6,000,000
rounds of pmounitlon destined for the English Army, had not
been snnk with the consequent loss of American lives, amd the
damage to neatrals had not beon heavy comparsd with that
which they have since sallerad. Here agnin the sole responsi-
Bty for continulng the unlawinl naval warfare must rest
upon Great Britain aml her allies, Germany, knowing a2 tha
world did not-then know the possibility of destruction contained
in the sulmarine branch of her navy, swl ol the risk of being
thought wenk aml anxious Cor peasce, offerad to ageee If Great
Eritnin and her allics would do the same, to those suggesilons
of ourz which would have aveided nll the acts of which we
eomplain to-dny.

ENGLAND HAS NOT YIELDED TO OUR PROTESTS.

Tt 18 not my purpose to go ioto detall foto the violations «f
our neutrality by any of the belligerents. While Germany hng
agnin and agnin Flelded to omr protests, T do not veeall a single
instance In which a potest we hinve mwade to Greal Britnin
has won for us the slightest consideration, exeept Tor a short
time in the ease of cotton. T will not stop to dwell upon the
multltude of minor vielations of ouwr neutral rvights, such as
soizing our mails, vielutions of the peutrnl flng, selzing and
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appropriating our gomds without the least warrant or anthority
in Inw, and impressing. seizing, and taking possession of our
wegsals and putting them inte her own service. I hiave con-
stituenls, American citlzens, who organlzed a company and in-
vosted large sums of money in - the purchase of ships to engage
in forelgn enreying. Several of their vessels plyiog between the
Unitesdl States nml South America were capinred almost in oor
own tereitorial waters, tnken possession of hy the British Gov-
ernment, praocieally confisented, and put into her service or the
gerviee of her admienlly, They are there to-lay, and that com-
pany is helpless. When they appealed to our Depariment of
State they were ndvized that they might “file™ thelr papers.
And were ziven the Turther spggestion Mt ey could hire an
attorney and prosecute (heir ease in the Eoglish prize eourt
The company did hire on attorney and sent him to England,
and he is there now, and has been there for almest a year,
trying to pet zome roedress, some rellef, some adjustment of
those rights,

But those are individoal eases, There nre many ofhers. All
thesa violations have come from Great Britnin gnd her sllies,
and are in pecfect harmony with Briton's traulitlonal policy as
absolute master of the soas,

T come fow, howevor, to one other event In the navel policy
of Great Britain doring this war, which to my miod is abso-
Iutely controlling upon the action we should take upon the ques-
tlon under sonsideration,

ENGLANI'S BMINING OF TUE NORTH HREi,

On the 20 of November, 1814, only three months after tha
beginning of the war, England issued a proclamation, the nost
rovless and sweeping in its violation of nentral right= that
up to that time had ever emanated from a civilized povernment
engaged In prosecuting A war, announcing thet on thres days'
natice all of the North Sen, free under international law o the
trade of the world, wonld be entered by our merchant ships at
thelr peril. She based her actlon vpon an asserdion that tho
German Government had been stattering mines in waters open
o the world s cormmeres,
The material portions of it are ag follows:

Twrlng the last week the Germans hnve seatterad minea  indis-
criminately in the open sea om the matn trade route from Amerlen to
Liverpoal wia the north of Irelamd, E

Peacetul meschant shipa have already been blown up, with loss of
lfe, by this ageney. = = =

In thess elreumstnness, having vegard to the great Interesis on.
temeteil to the Britlsh Navy, te the safety of peacefol commerde ol
the high senz, and to the modntemanece within the limis of inter-
national Inw of trade hetween neutral comntries, the Admiralty Ieels
it mecesznry b ndopt exceptional mensures abpropriate to the novel
comlitlons wnder which this war ls balng wagei,

It therofore givea motice that the whole of the Korth Ben mmat ba
considernd n eilitary aren.  Within this area merchant shipping of
all kinds, teaders of all conntreles, fiehing eralt and all other wveasels
will be oxposed to the pravest dangers from mines it has beon ODeces-
gnry fo lmy mnd from 'wnrnhll_u searehing vigilantly by night and day
for suspleious ceaft. & #

Every ofoet will be mude to convey this warning to noutral conn-
tries and to vezsels on the sea: but from Kovembet § omward the Al
mirelty annsunees that ail ehips passing a line drawn from the worth-
arn paint of the Hebebdes throogh the Farne fzlands to leelnnd do

at thelr own peril.

/[~ The North Bea, a great stret¢h of the Atlantle Ocean, ex-
ktfnﬂing from Seotlond to Tecland, was barred to the commerss

of the world, the neatrnl commerce, that hod the same right

there that you have to walk down Pennsylvania Avenue,

'~ Before conskdering the piratical character of thiz document

as n whole it will be noted that while It proposes to n=e every

effort $o warn nentral shipping it allows just three days for
¢ warning.

o vou observe that the country with whom we are about to
yoke ourselves jssned this proclamation, unheard of before in
the history of the world, mining a great area of the Atlantic

| Oeean with deadly contact mines, am! gave to the pewtral nations
only thres days' notlee? 1t lzsued It deciaration on the 2d of

\ Movember, and 1t went info offect on the 5th of Novembor,

Y Of the preliminacy allegntions in the note concerning the scat-
tering of mines by Germany in the open gen around the British
Istes, no proof of it bas ever been furnished, so far as I am aware;
and, even £ 1t were troe, it certainly would not have remaedied
the condition to mine a much larger portion of the gea upon
which neutral ships must travel. I say this beeause of the high-
sounding ot chviousty false and hiypecritical assertion contained
it the peoclamation that Britain i taking thiz action in order
to muintaln trade between neatral counlries within the limits of
internationatl law. She was, In fact, by bher action abzolutely
destroving trande betwesn neatral conntries, amd the penalties for
disobeying her orders, and which opernte automatically and in-
exorably, was the destroction by mines of all ships and passen-
gors venturing into the probibited portion of the sea.

UNITED ATATER ACQUIRESCES I¥ ENGLAND'R ILLEGAL ADT,

Now we come to the most unfortunate part of our record, The
sont administration apgrésd to this lawless act of Great
ritaln, I make this statement deliberately ond folly appre-
ciating its consegquences, If we Lad entered into o contract with
Great Britain, signed and zenled unider the great genls of the
respectlve countrics, agreeing that she sliould comimit the act
of piracy Involved In mining (he North Sea, we would not more
conipletaly have heeon hound by sach eontract than we ore bound
by the conduoct of the present admintstratlon, Tt will e recslled
that when Becretary Bryan made his reguest of Great Britain to
fdhere to the dectaration of London, and she rofosed, and ho
notified her that the request was withdrawn, he declared 1o sub-
stance that he wounld nevertheless hold her responsibie Tor any
¥inlationz of International law, so far ag théy affected our right
a5 A nentral Nation, And from thot time protest affer protest
wis made by 1s; many against Germany ol some aEaingt Great
Erltain and her allies, whenever we olplmod that international
law had heen violoted,

The fact remainsg, however, that from November 2. when Eng-
Innd declaréd hor eetfled purpose to mine large aveas of the
public sea eontrary to every principle of isternutional law, the
Government through the present administration hi= pever
Wtterad n word of protest,

If you think you can escaps the responsibility of that act and
hold other belligerents fo the streict reguirements of international
law by play upon a phrase you are mlstaken, You may make
thiy country declare war In your attempt to do it, but your war
will not kave the support of the people. Tntll the omission of
this administration to uphold our rights ngainst Great Britnin
Is corrected we ean never h for popular support for o wor
wiged to enforoe the ssime right agsinst the conniry ot wor with
Gront Britain,

AN ARSURD COXNTENTION,

I do not need to cite autheritles to show that the minlng of the
North Seq by Grent Britain was illegal. In declaring her inten-
Hon to mine the North Ses, Great Britafn did net pretend that
her act was legal, and attempted to Justify itonly on the groumnd
of neceszity. Noram I gwnre {hat any responzible perzon has
ever pitempied to defond the legality of the act. You have but
to remenber that If England had a right to mine the North Bea
and a large portion of the Atlantie Osenn during sn indefinite
period and thoreby exelude all commercial shipping, then amy
two warring natlons can mine any or all portions of the high
g0ag a8 they choose amnd thus destrey the pentral commerce of
the world so long as the war shall last. Swoech a cluim is too
absnrd to merlt conslderation.

I will not dwell now npon the physleal consequences of this
net by Great Britain, for T am' concerned at thizs time slmply
with the question of how this act by owr Government has
affected] our legal relotions to Germany,

You can net afford to declare wor and rest the right to do so
in history npon O violation of internationn] low when wo are to
any oxtent responsible for such violation.

hir. REED. Mr. President——

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, Does the Senator from Wis-
consin yield to the Senator from Missouri?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I yicld for a question.

Mr. REED. Dwes the Senator have any other evidence that
we sirped and zoaled and deliverad a contract with Greast Brit-
uln by which we permitted her to violote internntional law than
that which he bas just glven, namely, the assertlon that we did
wof protest?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE, I have not stated that we had s signed
undd sealed compact.

Mr, Reed. No; you stated .

Mr. LA FOLLEITE, I was reading from my manuscript,
and I know just what T said. The Senator misunderstood me,

Mr. REED.  You sktated that we had done it as effectively——

Mr. LA FOLLETTE, Just as effectively as though 1t were o
eontract. T think it wns just as elective by a failore to protest
a2 though it had been 2 contraet, »

I mow procesd fo make that good by my argument, it the
Senator will permit me.

Mr. REED. And you will not permit any further interrup-
tion? Very well, if thot is the premise.

Me. LA FOLLETTE. That.is my argoment, and I am pro-

ceedlng to make it 2 .
In passing, however, mﬁﬁi} attention to Lhe fct that
3 ritaln. pesuited in the loss of at

the lawless action of
least two of our ship Freelim—becnuse they
hadd prohilited theon from

ventured info the s i)
ontering—wore sul flth the loss of several Ameri-
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eon Kves,  (Minority veport, Heuse Commlttes on Foreign Af-
fnire, H. R -2WE2, dth Cog )

WH SCEMIT OO0 ENOLAND'R WAR TOXE.

The only renson why we have not soffercd (e spevifice of
st as many ships ol just 8z many Hves from the violation
of omr pizhis by the war zone and the submarine mines of

[yveat Britain, as we have thrangh the unlawfol acts of Germany
Cin omaking her wie zone In vielation of eur weuniral righis, is
slmply becanse we have zsabmitted to Great Britoln's dictotise,
If our ships hiad been sent Into her foebldden hbigh-sen war
gone, @= they have into the proscribed arvea Gernany marked
ont on the high seas a5 1 wor zone, we wonld have had the
st loss of 1ife and property in the one enze ag in the other;
but Beenuse we avoided dokng that in the case of Eogland, and
aeguiescsd in her violation of ow, we have not only a legal
hut n moral responsibility forr the pesition in which Germany
has been pluced by oour eollusien aud cooperation with Great
Britain.” By suspending the role with pespect to neatral righis
I Grent Britain's cose, we have been scbively aiding her in
plarving the civil population of Germany.  We have helped to
alrive Goermany into a corner. her back to {he wall, to figlt
with what weapons she can lay her hands on to prevent tlie
starving of her women sl childeon, ler old aoen gaoed balesy

The Mimsy elabm which has sometines beon pat forth that
possibly the hovec in the North Sei waz coused by German
mlies 18 too absurd for conslderation,

I rofor to the threes vessels sunk in (he British war Zone.
Why should Germany mine the North Sea, the gateway from the
Atlantic to her own ports and these of Norwoay, Bweden, nmd
Holland, with whom she most desired o trade and with whom
ler relations were and wre wost fricudly ¥ Bhe deubiless placed
smne mines at the entrance of her harbors Tor purpescs of pro-
tection, = she had o right to de, ot it iz ridienlons to =oppose
that she woull have mined the Noeth Ben,

Besides this the records show that upto Alarch 10, 1915, of the
Tloating mines that had been faken up and renders] larmiess
along the Dutch coast 214 were of Britlsh origin, 83 French, and
only 22 Gorman, (P, 1423 Beohoiile - Aspects of the War, by
Clapp. )

The some suthoer at page 8 thus spenks of the result of the
mining of the North Sen by Great Britain:

Becanse of these floating mines in the North Sea lterally seores of

veaadls wore lost, ety o the .mnd:nnr}au mnntries or

IIu:iE‘_I'lﬂ.r Theee Amerlean vessels were lneluded—ihe Grorrbeine, Uaril,
el

1 Becomse of the dapger of mines ocenn Teeight aod war-
risk Insurance rabes Decame & Very Ilﬂt'.';-' arden on shippers  and
ryers, aod in e ease of some comooditbes beomme prolibigive of
cimmeres: 4 palicy of uneectainfy and fenr was  thremn  oeer the
pigimercial warld,

Drays, weeks, and months wenl by, sl still oo protest e
Trom the American Government agninst thisg umlawful set on the
paet of Great Freltaln.
=D IMOTTEET.

Ehe did thi=z nwlawiul thing on the Sth day of Nevewber, Gor-
many walfed and walted, week after week, for this Governmen
to peserl s nenteal righis and dewsand the openbinge of the North
Boa to mentinl commerse, - Bhe waitel in vain for thres long
months for thiz Governnient 10 tuke some action, and net until
the Hh day of Felrnary—ihat & my recallection of the date; 1
do pot koow that T have it ere—lild she in petaliniion serve
potice npor this Gevermment of the establistinent of her war
BOTHe,

Gormany then «lid ng a0 matler of retalistion and defense
what Great Briciin had deme months previously purely ng an
offenxive mepsare—estnblished a1 wnr zone or war ares.  Bhe
fncludod in it portions of the sea nhoat the British islonds, sand
gave notiee that ships coming within it would be destroyed by
mines or submnrines, even as Enpblsh miines fin the North Sea
Hostroyed Live ships wliich entered there

It is Germury's nsistence apon her right to blindly destroy
with mines#d submarines in e aeea sho hng declared o war
worbee i ll that euter there, that conses ithe whole feouble
exi=th s and Gormany tos=day, [t g Tor this, sod
this o that we e urged to make war, Yol in asserting this
right of in sinking ihe ships In the prosceibed sren withont
u'm-lrlw wadniuz only st which England is dding in
TR aren, with our consetit. Here Is the parting of
the ways When Bugland, baving previeusly violated a1l nentral
rizhis on e e, mined the North Sea nmd assertod 1he
right o Blindiy ;i fines can only desteoy Dlindly, 11
shiips that troversed I, olese two osns=es was open To 18,

We chose to naguieses, ot thiog teapspired, T
rease il Benntors hove seenped il lishiod] copies of the dfTo-
matic corvespondeng witlels ns Been, ieoaed by e Btate De-
pariment, b

OEEMAYY WA Fan

mot ot wor with each other.

sl

TE WO GEEMANY TU BUEICT AUCOUNTARILEITY.

I find all the eorvespondence about the sobmarines of Ger-
many; I fnd them arcayed ; I find the note worning Germany
that she would be held to a *“strict acconntability * for visin-
fion of our nentral #iebi=: but yon will sesreh in vain these
volumes for o cepy of the Britlsh erder in council mining the,/
North Sea. /

I nm telking now abount prionciples. You can not distingnish
between the principles which allowed England to mine o large
aren of the Atlantic Ocenn and the Neelth Sea in owder to ghut
in Germnny, aml the principle on which Germony by her sub-
marines seeks to destroy all shipping which enters the war zone
which she has Inid out avomul the British Isles, 5

The Engligh mines are lmtended to destroy without warning
every ship that-enters the war zone she hns proscribed, kKilling

ar drowning overy passenper that can not find gome menns of

e=zeape. It is neither move nor lesg than that which Germany
tries to do with her submarines in ber wilr zome, We fc-
uifeaced in England's aoion without protest, Tt s poaposed I."
that we now mo fo war with Germany for denticnlly the =/
action upon her pEert.

ATMINISTRATION'S PATAL MISTAKFE,

At this point, ir, T say, with all deference bt with the, ab=o-
lute cortaimy of conviction, that the present sdministenlion
made @ fatal mistnke, and If war comes to this conntry with
Germany for the present canees it will be due wholly to that
miigtake.  The present adindnfsteation has dssamed and aeted
upan the policy that it coulldl enforee to the very letter of the
low the principles of Internationnal oo against one bellizsrent
dudl relax them ng to the other. That thing no notlon ecan ll-u|
withent Ipsing its character as n nentral natlon nod 1\'I11m‘1£.f|
losing the rights thot go with strict and absolute neutrality,

In an mldress delivercd by the T'resldent at a jolnt session
of the two Houses of Congress on Tébruary 8, 1917, and re-
ferring to the reply which our Govermment had made to Ger-
many's protest that her enomies were parmitted to apply un-
lawflul methods of naval woarfare while she was lelid by us
to the strict rules of naval warfare, the President sald that
Cormany had been mlvised ns follows, Now, listen to this—

Mr. LEWIS,  Mr. President, will the Senator from Wiscon-
gin allow me, before he procesds with that extract, to ask lif=
vilew ns to what he menns by the assertion which he hos just
made? In other words, may I interrgpt him with an inguicy 7

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Worcorr in the chalr).
Troes the Benator from Wiscangin yield to the Senator from
IMinois?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE., T yield for a question i it does not
divert me from my srgnment,,

BMr. TEWIS., I shonld ke to ask the nble Senntor as 10
whetlier or not T am correct in uderstanding his negomant 10
megn that, i we fail to declare wor agolneEt Great Britnin be-
cause of wrong: commitbed ngninst ue by DBritaln sufficient to
have had war declared, therohy we nre probibited from declare-
ing war against anether Government that might Jdo acts whivh
are themselves o justificntion for the declmeatlon of war?

AMr. LA FOLLEPTH. The Benitor from IWnats wili bo best
answered as 1 Pru'm‘:d with my argument, widch deals geactly
with that guestien. ol

Mr. LEWIS. I will not divert the Senntior further, theo, [f
he intemds= to cover that matter.

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. It will nol divert me, The Senator
will be auswoered presently ag woll as Tam able o answer W,
MESETATEMESNT OF THE LA,

I guote now from the Prosldent’s address of Februnry 3, 1817,
before thee two Houses of Congress:

In erder, however, to avold say possible misvmdeesianding. the
Crovernment of the [nlted Srater notliies the Tmperial Government that
it ean nol Tor a moment entertaln, much less diseusz, 8 soggestien that
l‘.‘!sp-c-:‘-l: 'Iﬂ.l' German nnval antharities Tor the righitz af clrizons of the
Tnpied Stotes npon the bleh soas shondd in ooy way or dn the slizhiteet
degiee e made conlingent npon the eonduet of any other Governmend
afecting the rights of nenteals and ﬂ{lﬂimﬁtﬂﬂtﬂ. Reaponaibility in
sneh mattors §s singhe, not joint ; aheolute, nit relative,

That phrase fhe Prefident hins used repeatedly in his sd-
dresseg: be has wsod IF ot loast fhsee fimez, 1T (hinlk, and e
has referred to it as bélog a complete and sufficlent answver ta
thls propesition. It misstates the law; it asserts a principle
fhat can not be maintained for ome moment with n decent
regand for equal rights between natlons with whom we are deal-
ing upon a bosis of neutrality.

The offenses of Creag Britain and Germany agnlsst ue can
mot b drented as they might be treated ir thope mations were
Uncdoubtedly, if these nafions
were not af war with ench other wo eoild saffer one to violatc
international law te our injury and meke no peobest g e
fa action gz inst The antion s affending grd hobd the otloeg 4
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elrler neconntalility pnd compel hep to respect to the limit one
rights guder Interoational aw, and if she refused we would be
Justifed i going to war about it, Put when we are denling
with Germany nngd Great Britain, warring against each other,
&0 tvenly bolaneed in strength that -a little help fo one or a
Nithe hindranee Ee the other tormz the zeale and spells victory
fop one amd defent for the other, In that situation I =ay the
principle of international law steps in which declares that any
fuliare on onr part to enforce onr prights equally against both
i3 n gross nct of unneutrality.

That is precisely what we have done, as I have shown. In
the enrly daps of the conflict in thiz matter of the war Zohes
of each belligerent, in submitting to Great Britain's dicta-
Tion coneerning what might be treated a3 contraband, resnlting
finally in o practical cessatlon of shipping te German porls, wa
have done Germany as nuch harm as thongh we had landed an
army in Franoee to fight beside the entente allies, How will
history regard thiz conduct of oues?  How will our own peoplo
regard it when they come to woderstand 167 We con never
Justify it.

WE HATE XOT NEEX YEUTRALL,

Jefterson  aszerted thal we conkl not permit one warring
ation £o curtail our pentral righi= if we were not ready to
Now her enciny the same privileges, and thot any other
cour=e entailed the sacrifice of our neutrality.
. That 12 the zensitle, that is the logical pozition. No nentrality
ieoiild ever have commanded respect 1 1E was not bpsed on that
l,'fq‘ﬂilulﬂn and just proposition; and we from early in the war
| threw ounr newtrality to the winds by permitting Kogland to
I malee n mockery of it to her advantage apninst her chief enemy,
| Then we expect to say o that enemy, “ You have got to respect
my rigkts a8 & neatral,” What i= the answer? I sny Germany
has been potient with us.  Stonding strictly on her rights, her
nnswer wonld be, “ Malntaln your nentrality ; treat these other
VGovernments warring against moe a5 von treat me if you want
mr pemtral rights respected.™ -

I say agai that when two patlons are af war any meuteal no-
tion, in order to pregerve its eharacter o8 8 wentenl nation, mnst
exnck the same condoct from both warving nations: both must

| equally obey the principles of Internationn] Iaw. I o neatral
imtion fails in fhat, then iftg right: upen the high seps—io
| adlopt the President's phrase—are velative and not absolute.
There can be no grenter viclation of oar nentrality than the
requirement that one of two bellizerent= sholl adhere to the
settlad principles of Taw and that thie other shall have the ad-
ifnge of nof deing so. The Tespect that German naval au-
therities were required to pay to the righlts of our people upan
the hizh seas wonld depead upon the guestion whether we hnd
exacted e same rights from Germpany’s enemies, T we lind
ek done =0 we lost onr character aga neatral nation, and ooy
peopde enfortunately had lost the protection that belongs to nea-
trafs,  Our responsibility was joiot In the =ense thot we muyst
oxact the game cond et from both belliperents. Mo principte of
internniional oy 1= better setfled than that which 3 stated
Ly Oppenbielm, the great BEoglish aathorlty on international lnw,
in volnme X =6 edlition, page 365, Fle anys:

Neuwrallly as sn atﬂmuf Iﬁp\“ﬁl.lll_l.;l Invelves the dnly of ab-
wteiming from nsslstilg beFligerent eliher nctlvely or passively,

The snme author points ont, on pages 441 to 444, that o nou.
tral can not permltore belligerent to do what another Is not
permitted to do,

In the faze of the Rermude (5 Wallnes, p, 514) the Supreme
Courg of the United SBtates points out that neatrolity involves
abzclute equality of freatment. The sonurt says:

Newtenl teade fa entitled to protection In all sourts, MWeufrald In
their own conniry may asll to belllgeronts whntever helligeronte choose
i biiy.  The princlpal cxecptions o this wmle are that nentreals muost
mok sl o gne Lalllgorest wholk thl!}' refase to =¢l]l to (hoe other.

Andd wo- forth.

O COTHT AND JETFFERSON ESTAILISHED THRE TIUE PRINCIPLES OF

NEUTRALITY,

In e caze of Resolefion (Federal court of appeais, 1781
2 Dwalles, 19Y it Is sald that the iden of a nentral nation *im-
piies two nations at war and & thivd in friendehip with both"™

I Ouipey Adams, Sccrebary of Biuto, on May 10, 1818, =ald:

By the vinal princlples of internotlenal law the atate of nedieal]
regognises the cause of Both parties (o the conbest ae just—1hnt s, It
nvaids oll ponslderation of the merliE of the conigst, (B kloore's
Tniermntionnl Liaw' Digest, vol. 7, p. 200}

Oppenhéin on Internationnl Law, volume 11, seeand odition,
pacagraph 294, page 303, says;:

jince mewdrality I3 an altityde of Impariialiiy, 1t excludes soch
maglatnnee and succor to one of the belllzerents ag i3 detvimental (o
the ather, nnd, farther, sauch Injurles fo the one as bewcll the nther,

The hest and clearvest exposition of the exact iLign, g
ever, wng made long agoe by ong of the greatest of Demotints

||1'i|E|:E1ﬂp of fiwedom of the sens

and stalesmen of this country—Thomas Jefferson, M. Jefs
ferson, then SBecretary of Btate, in weiting to Thomas Pinckuesy,
United Btates minister to Great Britain romareding England's
gtoppage of our foml shipments to Franee, with whom Hogland
wag then ot war, dealt with precigely the same sitantion that
eoifronte President Wilson in the war between Germany and
Eogland, but Secretary Jefferson dealt with ihe situation in
precisely the opposite manner from that adopted Jy Presldent
Wilson. In thiz letter, under date of September 7, 1703, Sec-
retary JefMerson snkd:

The fivet artiele of §¢ [the Britlsh order] permits nll vessels laden
wholly or fo part with corn,  fOowr, or meal,: bound to any port in
Franee, to ha stopped and fent Inke moy Dritish port, to be porchased
E}f that Gavernment oF to e felensed only om the rondition of security
glven by the master (et e will proveed to dlapose of his cerge in
(0 Eurts'nf some connfry in nmity with his oo festy,

Thia nrtlele 18 a0 manlfeatly congrary to the low of nplions that noth-
Ing more wonld seem neccssney than {u obseryve that 1t s =0,

How mmeh less was it obioxions to Lhe law of nations than
milning the great area of the North Sen,

Reaeai nand tegge hive o3iblished that when bwa natiens ga to war
thoee wlhit chooge ta Tive in e, petmin their neotral right to puarens
Hheir ||_:'_"J'h'|'.:|l'||1'\vr'r muntifackni and other ordinary veorations; to
tarry the piodaee af thedr Indnstry, for exchinge, to sl nations, belli-
getent or newimal, ms nsaal & to go and . come frocly wilthoot injury or
molestatinn, s, In short, that the war smong others shall bo, for
them, a= L 1t did not exlet, One restrletion on those mutual rights has
been sabmitted fo by natlone st peaca ; that Is to say, that of oot for-
nlahling to clither paviy Implements merely of war, for the annoyonce of
the other, nor anyihiog whatever to a8 place blockaded by s
enemy. ¥ ¥ %

Thie act, ton, {ends dircctly to draw us from that state of peace
in which we are wizhing to remaln. 1t 18 an essential cliaracter of nen-
tralily to furnich no alds (not stipulated by treatyd to one party which
wro ate uol equally coady (o farplsh te the other. 1If we pormit corn to
be zent to (reat Britnin and her Tricnds, we are equally boond. to It
It to Trance.  To restrain it would be a pavifality which might lead to
war wilh Fropee, apd. belween restraining [t ooreelves and permittlng
her eacmiss Lo Feztrain i0 unrlnhlfu'lly iz mo difforenes.  Ehe would con-
glder this o= o mere predext, of which sle would not be the dope; and on
what henornble groand coulid we otherwiee explaln 1t? Thus wa should
o oursgclves plunged by this ananihorized acl of Great Britain Intoe o
war, whh which wo meddie not nngd which we wiah foaveld, If Justlce to
all partics, nnd fram all parties, will coable us do avoid 1,

In the same leiler Jefferszon says:

Thie Toss of our produce degtined for forcizn maorkets or that lozs which
wonld resnlt from an arbitrary pestraint of our morkets s o tax fon
ner%wn fn‘,r 5'|.|s: !In a r}.ﬂ;scl;r in. £ I:{T ot fna r:l II:i & :m“?n'l 1&tﬂaf. W
AL OUF LFICTNEE W Uy Four prodace. [ vir.a righ 0 answoer
thet it saltz vs bettor 1o stll to thelr enemics ns well as thelr fricnds,

L T
We have & right to judge for ourselves wlhat market best suits s,

amd they have none to forbid to us the enjoyiment of the necessuries anid

comforls which we may ob from amy olher lpdependent conntey.

Further, e says:

Were we to withhiald from her [France] sapplies of provisions, we
should in ke wanner W bound fo withhold hem feom her eoemles
nlso and thus shgk {0 curselves all the poris of Burops where corn is
in demonnd of make purselves parctles im tbe war,  This s o dilemmn
which tireat Britnin has ne right to force wpen us, aod for which oo
pretext cnn Be Peund in apy pact of oor condocl  She mey, lodesd.
teel the desite of sterying ap enemy aabion, Lot dhe can boye noe right
of dolog It at onr loes nof el u= the instroments of 1t

And with o firmme=e which it woulid have beetn well had- the
present ndministeatlon emolated, it is said:

It 18 with concern, bownver, I am olliged 10 observe that so marked
has been the instrention of the Tritish courd o every applicntlon which
has been mode te them on oy stbject by this Government (oot & slngia
anawer, 1 bolieve, having over been given to one of Lhei, eXccpl in the
act of exchangiog a minister) that it may becoms upavoidable In’ eer-
tain cased, where an ppswer of Stape sor§ 12 neccsgary, 1o conglder their
sllence 88 A0 ANEWLT.

¥ WE WEEE ¥EUTRAL WH WOULD 0T 0% FACE WiR.

Hmd the plain principle of internationn] Inw announced Dy
Jofforaon been followed by ug, we would oot he ¢alled on to-day
to declare war upon any of the belligerents, The fallure to treat
the belligerent nations of Europe alilee, the fuiiure to reject the
unlavefol ¥ war gones ™ of hoth Germany gl Grent Britain, 18
wholly aecountable for our present dileinmns,  We should not
seel to hide our Dlonder behiongd the smoke of battles to Inflame
the mind of owr people by balf feodhs inke the frenzy of war,
in opnder that they may never oppreciote the real cause of it
nntil it is too late. I do not believe that our nolienal hooor s
gorved by sueh a courge. The right way is (he hooorable way.

One alternative = o pdimdE e inifial blonder fosnforee or
rights agalnst Great Brinin as we have enforeed our rlghts
against Germony o demand that hoth thoze nntions shall respeet
cur wentral righis upon Ly bigh seas @0 the letter; nad plve
potice that -we wiil enforee (hose rights [romg that time forth
against hoth belligeronts amnd hen lva wy &5 that notlee.

The other alternative iz to withdeew cur comueree from both,
The mere suggestion that foml supplies wonld 'I.:e_ wilhheld from
hotl shles Bmportizly woold congeel belllgerenis to observe (he
4rnl commercs,

Minmortality could b
L Lt -WECGDRIin l%

-~

r. WILLIAMS. M. &8
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have apprextmated fmmortality. We have waited and have
heard a #peech Team him which wonld have better beoome Herr
Betlinann-Hollweg, of the German Parllament, than an Amer-
fenn Henator, In fact, he has gone mueh forther than Herr
Bethmann-Hellweg ever darved fo go. Herr Bethmann-Hollweg
gnid that the use of submarines, in the manner in which they
are being used now, could be justified only by " military neces-
gity.” The Benator from Wisconsin has put thelr use upon the
same Toofing o= the nss hy Great Brit@in of ships to enforce o
bloclade, L fally expected befove he took his seat to hear him
defemnd the invasion of Belglum—ithe most absolutely barbarous
aet that ever took place in the history of any nation anywhore.
1 heard from him o speech which was pro-Clerman, pretty nearly
pro-Goth, nml pro-Yandal, which woas anti-Americnn President
unl autl-Ameriean Congress, and anti-Ameriean people. T henrd
kg enlogy of the Germion Government, T heard his justifien-
Tion of its barbavons methiods in war., I heawnl his surly, con-
tompiuons eriticism of the ontente powers. The Ameriean
people will read o part of it. 1 fancy that it i= the speech that
the Senator from Wisconzin prepared to deliver upon the nen-
trality Bill in the last Congress,  We are hetber preparcd to
receive it mow than we were then, becnuse we have grown a
Iittle bit older and a little bit more patlent and perbaps . little
hit more submissive to wrong.

The Benafor from Wisconsin, while he was prenouncing a
enlosy upon ihe German people, might have pronounesd n
ciilogy apon a people very much greater, vory much more intel-
ligent, and very much more moral—ibe American people. His
speech wis absolutely worthy of Bethmann-Hollwez in' the
Heichetar, If Bothmann-Hellwog had had the audacity to make
it there; buat Bethmano-Hollweg did oot hove the aadaciiy,
il he Bad too moch Konowledze aml common sense to have
attempied to make that partienlar specch, even in the Teldh-
slog.

The Sengtor lag speil himeelf in oulogpy of (he Gevman poeople
while he has forgotten io notice you and me. I might have
begun this speech by paraphrasing the wttersnees of old Fat-
rick Henry: Y Gentlemen speik of peace, ot -there 1= ho
peaee.  Aml, although I could not say with him that * the
chaing are glrendy clanking npon Boston Common,™ 1 could say
that the groanz of Amerloan men gnd women and chilidven, ng
they sank after a murdercous aml wowarned attack, nnkmelled
amid unpshriven, to their graves, to face God ot jodgment, are
all here pnow, belng heard by us i we have enrs to hear,
hear them dn the ale and yeu hear them, bnt the Senator from
Wisermnzin hag not hoard one of them. He has heard nothing—
nothing execept what he has obinined from Germon authority
il Information; and he tells s In n pact of his speech that
the Germans have had *“a better opportunity to get nformation
than ssivhody olee

15 not that o very remarkable a:momnnl‘ when we 51l Enow
tilaid tihe very hnews <f e President's exeept defs m
message, hias not been pllewed togo to the
when we koow that fhe Junkertfmom and the Ern
family control the press in Germany, a5 Bismarek did, and Bis-
meck gpoke of it In o aganer which indicated the contempt of
an autocrat helonging to the Junkerfbum for anrihing like fros
speech, free as=embly, or froe expression?

1 have loved the Benator from Wisconsin, In g way, until re-
cently, but 1 hiave no sort af pationee with any Awerican who
stands ap in the American Sennte and spends three or four
hours in ploudits of the cominon enemy, who happens right now
to benot only our enemy bot the enemy of the homan race, while
he has not otie word o say in praise of an American Presldent
or an Ameriean Congress or the American people, who are
doing pothing except resonting insult and Injury—and a gontle-
man resentz insult more gqunickly than he does Injury.

Here we staml—in war, not in peace,  The Waiser, not we, hoz
eottled that guestion. O, Me. President, a Hitle common soise
goeg a leng way inon wide, wlie, desolate wearld.

“entlemon speak of peace whon there iz no poace” There
Iz mo peace execept thot analogons fo o wan whom another man
Ricks and who faifs to notice e kick becanse the part kicked
is paralyzed. If the Ameriesn people can net be nrowsed io
righteous Indignation new aml to o degree of patriotie forvor
and passion, they are degenernte song of noble ciires who
Fought 1w War af the Revolution snd wha fonght the Clvil War
on both sides,

_ Tell ma that 1he Amerienn Congresd js " abont to Involve the
ppoaple Tnowar ! The man who says that s n knove or
He {5 a kmwf e knows bedtor aned says L anyhow,

I
ot oW hietters  We aee lnvalved in

il e is n foal i hio
war, st by the Ameri

German Kaizer and by the German Kniserss military and oaval
il visers,

Tell me that T have got o be kicked twice, and ihen Kicked
the third time, and then notified thot I am geing to be Kieked
the fourth time in ofdér to constitnte o =tnte of hostility be-
tweon me and the man o whe is propesing (he fourih kicking !

A little common sense soes o long way, my Triends.  The
eommon sense of lhis sitoation s that o mwan whoe is talking
abont “Cougress bringing on war * has not ordinary  iotelli-
genee.  The war is heee, and Congress has not beonght it on,
and the President Lins opot Drought it on, amd the American
people have not breught it oon.  The Jwnkeriham and  the
Kamorthumy of Germany have bronght it on i eontempl for
you and me. Why, they have exaetly the same contempt for us
ihat Napoleon had for the English—"a nation of shopkecpers,”
He never knew any better votil Eiba nml Waterloo and Bt
Helenn eame,

“ Whow the gods wouldl destroy they fivst make mnd,” and this
iz mot the first Hobenzollern who was mad. Ol Frederiek
Wilhelm I, the father of Fredevick the Great, was a luoatic,
substantinlly, and to this fellow on this throne now 1 =ay:
“Thou art in the snme fix.” Yeg: as Lond Bacon said to Essex,
O thon thee” I eall him o fellow amd a very common fellow,
too—a half-insane fellow with a notion away down in the boltom
of hlz braln that he and God are pariners, Well, of conrse, Gl
is a pariner with all of us. He ls in partoership with all of His
chililren ; but the Kaiser seems to think hat Le aod God are
speclal partnoers, and the balmwe of us are sabordinates by
divine ordinance to him amd God,  The man—the fellow—
abaelutely believes, in the twentieth eentnry, in the medievsl
doetrine of divine right of kings.

There ave two things about this situation that I faee.  Oowe
I the necessity of it. I face the nocezsity becanse I nsasr.
The other ig the opportunity of if, and ¥ face that heenuse T
will, T am glnd that I aml the American citizency shall Ispeo
the opportunity of Oghting on the side of liberty and demoe:
racy amd fres speech and free instltutions agoninst Prossian
militarism and autocracy.

1 join the Pregident in having oo hostility 4o the Germ@an peos-
ple. I spent two and o bhall years of oy e swith them, aod 1
love them, o whole lot of them, The mom who inhabits the
borders of the Rhine, the man who inhabitz Bavaria nndd
Wiirttemberg, ensily moved to tears and easily moved to laugh-
tor ond ensily moved to rage, i2 8 man whom I have Iegrpedl to
love; amd I have always believed that thiz war in Europs,
brought on by the ohstinate refusal of the Kaiser to léave either
to a tribmoel of arbiration or t© a coneert of Earope the qooes-
tlon at issue between Awsirin nnd Serbin, isspiring Austria
to refusal, is not the faull of the Cerman people, but Iz o proof
aof what I sald & moment ago, © Whan the gols would destroy,
they first malke mad."”

There = nothing in the world 1ike sea power, It starved the
Sonth., I heard the Benator from Wisconsin talking o moment
apo, amd i T conld have been ammssd by the recollestion of

the tragedy of my own people 1 would bave been amuzed. Te
dalks of the Engilsh fect siarving the German Yon
ot ooy did wor def g dexe fopd. but you would oven Iot

we have guinipe; you would not even M s have medicioe.
Yo wonld pot even ket medicine go through the racks to be
administerad by yomr own surgests to your own soldlers, Ao
why? Because the war had to be concladed and peace had ko
be established, and you Telt that was the quickest way fo oo it
Wa pled no haby act,

Now, a little bit more common =ense, Mr. President. The
Senator from Wiseonsin spent a whole ot of time fnlking abwout
tho violations of the righte of nemtrality by Great Reitnin, and
he Inkored in extenso in Lr}'[h;: to establish an $denfity of pur-
pose and an identily of act between the yiolations by Great
Britain and the viclatlons by Germany of our pentral rvighte
He proved thereby—to cite n parageaph In o fanny paper not
long amo—that he 40 nof know the difference Betwesn & prize
oourt aml A torpedo.

Great Britnin hos murdersd none of our citizens,  Greafl
Britain hog drowned pone of our women amd children. Great
Britnin has seized our merchandise and carcled it into port
amdd had its court sit wpon i, to ndjudicate whetlior or oot 16
wig dubject to confiscations She has gone further ilin nny
nativn ever went before, bocause whei she seized our cobton amni
our whenat fo keep them from going 1o the cnemy and po-
notneed them contraband, she has paid for them at the warket

o,

. 1 s @ Yitle tieed, Mr. Presldent—I do sof Enow whether
¥on are o not—of niterances like that of the Senator from Wis-

Congress, hnt by the ardors of M conzin in denounclug the cotente piwers. Who are the entonte

o
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powers France, La Bells France, sunny Fraonee, swost
France—the most companionable people on the surfuce of the
eartl; the couniry of Lafayette nnd Koclinmbenp and De
Grnzse: the countey of Victor Hugo and Molitre and Racine;
the eountry of the men who Imitated the Awmerican exnmple
when they flung to the breeze banmers with * BEguoality, fra-
tornity, nnd Hborty " inseribed upon them, although they earrled
the bamger ton blody endgthat was not Jostified,

Diges the Senator hope to make me hate Franee or Prenchmen
beenuze T love some Gormans—most of them—nenrly all of tham
I hmve ever geen 't

Then the gentleman undertakes o * twist the British lion's
tail.” We hove hod o whole lot of demagogunes whoe habitually
do that, It abssintely started soon after the Revolution, but
mot with those of us whose forefathers fought under George
Washington in the Continental line to establish American inde-
pendence,  The War of Independence was renlly carried on
agninst the will of the English people, against the German King
who happened to be then the Kiog of Great Britaln, with hired
Hessiang, who were also Germans, againgt the leadership of that
grentest Englishman that Ameriea ever produced—George Wash-
Ingion,

Can the gentleman: tell me that so many thousand Germans
helped to overcome the South in the war botween tho Stales?
Of conrse fthey did, but the Senotor did nol hope to get my
gympathy upon that propogition. They were hirelings, as the
Heszzlnng were durlng the Revolation, as they eame i In every
fmmigrant ship, enlisting to fight the Soeuth, o section of which
they Bad no knowledge whatever of what was going on or what
the question wos, . They could not read the Ameriean Constitn-
tlon in English and never read It o German,  The Senator does
not aronse my almiration in that guarter, beginning with the
Hessians in the War of the Revolution and every war wo hive
ever hnid, With the exception of o few German-American eit-
Iwens, natives of Missouri nd other States, who served with
patriotism aml with a high spivit of liberty, with the idea that
slives ought o be emancipated—with the exception of o few
of them, the great majority of Germans who fought the South
were mere hirelings who landed at Castle Garden and served at
£13 1 month plus the bounty.

My, President, the men who docs not know the difference
between o prize conrt and o torpedo submarine’s shot without
warning agoinst a wmerchant ship ought not e be o Member of
the United States Senate, ond o man whe will indulge in s
Inbored nrgument te prove that they ave idemtical ought net to
b o Member of the United States Senabe,

The mentlerman tells us that Thomas JeflTerson sanid that when
you grant bo ene power & given right you must grant the sone
right to the other or else you violate neuatrality. Of course,
Thomas Jefferson was nearly always exactly right, and nobody
can torture ont of what he suid anything that was WrDE. Lut
the major premise being establizhed the minor premise §2 that
Germmany amd Great Breitain have done the zome thing to na
Ther have not, The minop premize bappens to he absolutely

falze. T jusi happens that way historically, They lave not unne_

the same thing, The statement that they hiave is o e

Then the Benator goes on, wun @ls us that 250 we sell o one
powrer and de gt 861 1o the other, or refuse tosell to the other,
Tlneenrs Jefferson spid we violate peutrality Of conrse; but
have we ever sold one thing to Fraoce, Boglamd, or Russin that
we have rofusad toosell to Germany, or were Dot willing to sell
to Germany, at any thwe If Germnoy was ready to recelve
the goods ol ready to take the responsibility of thelr receipt?
Thi Senator from Wismonsin knows that any - insinuation to that
effoct = false, T is historically undroe.

I= it ome fanit that while Germany was commanding the land
withy alinost sopreame power England eommanded the sen®

O e word of eommon <etise, My, President,  Which wonlid
vou eather do—fight Germany now, with France amd England
gl Hugsia (o help von, or fizlit her Inter, when she iz ready, by
onrselve=%  You have got to do one or the other,

A whole lot of people tell me that the entente are bound to
win the war in Buvepe. T tell you they nre not, T tell yon that
with thnt line alnost ke a right-angle triangle, with a salient
here, with Itobert K. Lae Debingd that line with a capielty to
relnforce one parct of it (o the other while the nemy bad to
go all around, he would win that wor,

I tell you, farthermore, that the Ttalinn barvier can not be
protected If there are enough German people puk in. and whoen
onee broken Franee will be attacked upon the seuth—unforti-
fien] and undefended—on the Itallon side.

I tell vom, morsover, that o Cermany doos win that fight
upon the Continent of Burope, with Belgium already n vassal
State, Holland to becowe one, France by defeat one, with

all their forts and naval =lations aml shipyards open ns well
as her own, she will begin (o get vendy to whip us unless Bng-
land's fleel preveols if.

Now, Grealt Britain oan, by sen power, defenid herself nlmast
indefinifely, defend herself loug enough for us to get rewly
to help Ler to defemwd us. You can pot if in your pipe nnd
smoke if, the fact that yvou must choose wlhether yon are goiog
to fight Germoany now with assistance or whether you nre going
fo fight Teer Inber ; you have gol to fight her

Mr. President, I know of but one way Lo fight anvhody, You
can not niways whip him, bat there is bul one way with o
hope of suceess, aaul that is fo hit him just 88 =oon as the
provocittion comes, gl a2 guickly as you can amd ag strongly
is you ean.  That iz what we bave got to do,

Mr. President, there is o 1ot wore; and it s very dilfienlc
to make o reply to tlie speech of the Senator fron Wiseonsin,
becnpae e scallers so you have gob to seatter io reply.  You
can handly keep frack of your own intellect whon you are trying
to follow his supposed intelleet, We had from him o lone,
Inbored eulogy of German policy amd of her methods; o long,
laboved defense of her use of submarines in o way anknown
Lo civilization. He made n long, labored eriticism of the Presi
dent of the Unibed Slates, who is just as moch your President
right pow a2 he s mine, although I helped to elect him aod
you did nat,

Hut what was true when MeKinley senl; his message to us in
the Congrogs of the United Statea? I happesed af Uil Cime o
have semething to do with that in the Forelgn Affalrs Com-
mittee, T made q speech which was one micute long in favor of
what Melinley wanbed, Crasp Orame said it was the only
oneminute speech v ever heard, and that one-minute speech
wis this: * 1 have talked (oo much abowt the tyranny and the
oppression by Spaln in Coba and about the disorganized comdi-
tion there to oppose now any neasuare proposed in favor of pail-
g an end to G, amd when I speak for myself 1 think 1 speak
for the Democtatic Tarty.” That is ot o lHberal guetation bt
it Is substantially correct.

I el o guarter of a minote 1606, We Demecrat= gove him the
S50,000,000 he wanbed and asked oo guestions,

Now, what are you going (o do% I will tell you what you ars
Foing to do. You are golng to hnitate onr exomple as well as you
know how, beciuse yon love thiz country s well ns T do.  Lots
of you north of the line lnve more canse to love It than T have,
bt I have cause =afflclent. The Senator from Wisconsin says
that with the European war caveled on over there * we have
nothing to lose." Have we not? Have we no honor that we
might To=e¥ Have we no regard for the soversignty of the
Amerlenn Natlon thot we might be compalled to dispense with?
Hauve we o regarcd for the flag foating from the fagstall of onr
ghips that were sunk without warning upon the high sens? ¥
sentiment rot?  Is pateiotizm rot?  Is there nothing that o man
has which, Ye elther possesses of possesses him that 2 preciog:
to hivy exeopt money ann Teierind adrlitage

T'ive Senator in auother part of Liz speech sald (he poor maon
wentld lave to Dear all this expense of war. 1 need nut refer to
that, beeanse we all know thot under the scheme of Demooratic
Federal taxation it is the rich man who = godng to pay the tnxes
upoi inberitnnes and upon fncome, both graduated to suit his
fortune. According to the private opinion of a grent many
people—I pm not one of them—IE I2 praduated (oo mnch.

He wanbs to persaade ns that it s the rich man's war nml
the poor man's feht. 1 heaed all that gammon aod demsgogy
in the Bouth afier the Civll War. Tt wae o He then, ns it iz now.

By the way, now I sun getting tired of another thing, This
does not eome from the Benator from Wisconsin ) it comes from
some othier Sexalor who spoke, [ am getting very tired of =ome-
body =aying this 15 o * Wall Street war™ It = n lie

AMr. OVERMAN. A Wall Strest Tia.

AMir. WILLIAMS., Probably a Wall Strect lie, as the Senntor
from North Carclina has said.. Wall  Street ond  the money
power of the capitalists did not sink the Lasitenia and send to
the judgment of God those men, women, and children unshriven.
Wall Street did not sink the Arebic, YWall Street did not sink
the Suszesd. Wall Bteeat did not sink the Algonguin with the
Amervican fing on her mnin stafl, nor did Wall Street sink the
Iast thres Anerican ships with fags Ovisg that were sunk in the
same way, - I an tieed of Tes ke that.

I think it is the daty of American Senators and Representa-
tives and the American people bo brand them lies, as they are,

One Senator sald seméthing about © putting the dollar mark
upon the flag.” That struck me as pecaliar, I am the son of
o father whoze mother said o him, * Kit, yon are o8 Whig; yon
nre opposed o secession : let the Yanlkees and the séceasionizts
fight this war.” And his reply was, © Mother, the time hos passsl
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HON. ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE.

Tha Senster had wpdet consideration the d6int regelabtion (B J. Re,
1) iotrodoced by Mr. MTARTIN Aptll 2 1017, declavinp war opninst
Germony, and maldog praviciou te Drokesute the ke,

Ar. LA MOLLETTE. Mr, President, I nad supposed wntlil
recontly that 1t was the Jduty of Benntors aod Representuatlves
o Qongress tp yoke and act accordlog to thelr qoonvietions on ol
poblic matters that come before them Kor conslderotion 2

Jeghbi,
1.

ETAXDIXD DACK OF POL PRESIDENT.

Quite anotler doetrioe hoas vecently been promulgatel by
eertain pewapaberd, which unfortunately geems to hive found
comzldernble support elsewhere, aod that f8 tie doctrine of
*gpoiling back of the Preslieod™ wltheot ipqoiviog whebher
the Prezident 1g plzht gr wrong, For royeelf T hava mevor siub-
gerlbed te Mot docteine aod oever shall, I ghell support thoe
Prosldent ko the mensures Tre proposes when I elieve tliem to e
tight I shall oppose meaauves projrossd by tha Preshlent whot
1 belleve théem to be wiong The fact that the mooaiter which
the Prealtent submilts for constderation 5 of the preatest au-
portanes 2 only oo additlonsal perscn why we shonld be sove
thut we ave Tight nod oot Lo e sweeved Drom (bl convietion
or Inthnidetend in ity exprezalon by any influchce of power wint-
goever, If it lg jinportunt Lo 1 6 spenk aod vote dov fouq
yictivns o maotters of Juternol pelicy, Lough we moy wofor-
tonately be fo disagreement with the President, i 15 inlinitely
wore Jpportant for ve to Bpeak ood vote our convletious when
the qonestion i one of pends ov war, cectitiu bo lovelve the lives
god fortanes of many of cur people and, it may ba, the destiny
of oll of thewm and of the clvillzed weorld os well. i, nao-
happily, ot Buch Meuentous questioos L 005t pllemt resenrch
! songcientions coosiderakion wa could pive to them leava
pa In dmgreement with the Presideat, I know of no course th
tnke except tn pppode, regretfally but aof e less Ooaoly, (he
demmiuls of the Execnlive

ARMED NEGINALITT.

On the 24 of thiz monih e Troshleul addvessed n oo
mondeption ta the Sepate nmd Honmse it which e cdviged Bhak
the Congress deelare wor apaibst Germsny nad that chis Gor-
grament ¥ assert all s powers aol empley 0ll B8 yesources 1o
bring thp: Coreenment of the German Emplre to terms nidd el
the war/’

On Fohruaey 28, 017, the Tresilent adiyessed the Seosts
and tho Honze npon the oondiilons sxisting between this Gow
ernupnent apd the Geymon Emplee, and at that toe said, ¥ I am
not AoWw Droposing or coutemplating war ¢ wuy sters it need
Jead o It % ¥ * T yequest that ron will agthorize me b
spply our werchsnt ships with defensive nrms, shonld thak
Bechme weceRaary, aml with the mepns of aslog them ™ agniost
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what e charncterlzod ne the uniawful attocks of Geemnn sub-
puarlnes.

A bl mas iolesduced, nnd § was attewpted to yush it
throtgh the elosing howra of the lost sessfon of COnNgressy o
give the Presldent the powers requested, ngmoly, to urm ooc
merchant ghips, abl th ploce ypdn them gnns amd goonere from
our Hary, te be nsed apainst Germng sbmovioes, and to cmpley
guch other [mstcamentalliles and metheds s might 1o bis
Jodziment aod disceofion Zesni Dectssary and adequato to pro-
toet such vesseln,  Thot mensure dil ot pass,

It Iz common kEnogwledge that the Frosldont, neting without
anthovity fromy Congresd, did s oot wordhont ghips with guns
and gunners fmom our Hovy, and zent 1ham intg the prohibtee?
®war zone,” AL the time the FPresldeot sddressaed ug oo the
2l of April thete was phoolutely oo ¢hange io the condittons
Between (his Governoesnt sed Qermnuy. The effect of arming
meeviant shlpps hid oot been tusied 8% 2 defepis[ve mensure.
Lote prees reports Iodicate, however, that the d=ico, o TTnlted
States wrmed merchaobmon, s beeo sunk In the prolibited
pone, mhether with mines o a torpedo, L balieve, hes pot een
owtublished, go the responsiblility fer (his shnking con not, s0
far 08 I know ot this 1ime, be ploced,

When the request wos made by the President oa Febriiace 24
for authorlty (o arm metchoot ships, the gravtiog of ecch ao-
thocity was opposed By certain Memlers of the Honze oml by
certnin Sewators, of which T waa one. T mads st that thine a
cnrelol lovestigatioe of the subject, and became convinced thek
grmiog oor werchant ships wog wholly fatlle ood e only
purpoese and effect would be to inre oy merchantmen to Jan-
ger, nod probably result ib the destroctlon of the vegsels and
io the lot of the lves of those vo hoard:  The representotlven
of the President om this fieor then having that bil? 1o chnrge
suw Bt by methoeds I do pot eare to characterizs, to prevont my

enking upen the measure ond glving to the Senate ang 10
& conntry soch informntion as I hed dpon the sabject.

Uader the drevmstances, ¥ did the only ﬂﬂnf that secroed
proctical to me, and that woE $o glve such publicity az T wme
nble throwgh the press to the fact that the proposition ko arm
merchant shipn would be whelly futlle, sod conid eoly esalt
In lgss of the Nvey anf property of for own pecple, trithoot
aceomplishing the resuliz intemded. I regret to say that the
President, occording do statements {n the pudlic press pue-
porting to emanate from bim, amd which heve never Decn de-
miod, saw At to chargeterize oz " wiilfol ¥ the comdoact of the
Henntora who, o chedicooe to thelr consciencan god Hielr cotha
of office, opposed the armed-abip bill, ond to cherge that in Ea
doing they were pot reprezentloy the by whome anifriges
they are here. I know of ne graver charge thot canld be made
ggnint the oficint condoct of ony Member of this body than
thut big oflciul actlon wag the remolt of & * willhg "—that |9,
an unrepeoned amd pervergo-—purpoSe

Bir. Prestdent, many of my collcagies on both sldes of this oo
have from doy to {dey offered I pobllcatlon 1o the BEcomd mes-
gages and lebtery recelved from their ¢oostituents. T hove re-
ceived spwe 15 000 letters ond telegrams, They hoave come From
41 Stnted n the Unign, They have been gssorted secording to
whether they opeak by celtleivm or commendotion of my course
In epposiog wal. :

Agcoeting the 15000 lettera and teleprawe by Sigtes in thak
way, 0 cut of I{) arc oo unguallfed lodoreement of my conrsw {g
appeslog war with Gerivany oo the I=sue presented. I offer only
a few zelocted hastlly just befors I camwe apon the flosr which
expeclolly relate to publle sootiment on the question of war,
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Ar President. bet nwe suzy that Hee city of Monrog, Wi, 12 the
oAty Seal ol Gracn Coduly, which bovders on the Sloee of
IUinoly, I pwl 1m0t okl Ly stare exactly the percentnze of iw
vabonnlitios of e pesgde, b 1 koow that the Tonmlanion
sE0cks of Lhal Liete vlEy was of New Englamd orizla. Inochie st
20 or 15 of 20 Yal ool srent many Swiss have come Enkn Ehe
county.

But, Mr. Fresident, 10 15 4 pox) Wown, typlcal of finy town «f
IEe 2lze In any S0be @) the Undon, Ty Jwdd an edacdion thers
on the 2l oy of Aprll ool the fullowing voto wia polled npon
the questlnn of deelaritg wor agalest Germnny,  The whegenmn
repariing the vofe 14 o Tolloacy:

Moproe election Toted o refercodem oo war questlon.  Fer pence,
B34} Tor wr, 93,

T am Inforaed] thee in o Bassachusetiz referandum by poxtal
cavd 20,000 postal cords were sent owt, and the retoifmeg thuas
for shipoe 6 per cent nEaiost wur 7 63 per cent IEninst CULSCTIDE
tign. The following form was sibimitted in taking the voke In
Mozsnchiketla:

President Wileon sall: "I would cather koow mhal the peoplc HEg)
ttLII:I!lllu.r oot tlers arcond fleir qniet fiicekldes thon to Eoow what is
[ ﬁ o Lo fhe cipahrooms of the Caplbel™

at d¢ podl think of the tws qoestlons o the other slde?

Mark yoor croes. We will oee that goldr Congremuman henrs. Do b

Biaw ALl oall JwmeedEntels.
Exprursey PEICR COMMU[TTER AP MAEa TLUELETS,
T4 Dolgten Slrced, loem (04,

Teleprhane Beach 0800,

Mancn 27, 1517,

TEFERENTOW O MASYLACHOSETTA CONGODEREWEN,
Tes, N

1. Do rou bellere thatb bhe 1odepest of hoomanity
would best be weived Ty the Qplted State: HplRg
etk 0f the Forotican war?

3. I you opposs the ndopilon of comackiption Gu
dapgeroma i Amarkime democrner ¥
P i U7 T
4214
Town or tﬂj'____

T received this telegram Ape!ll 2 from Flint, Mich. :

¥ore token this afternoon o third preciocl, Aret word | questiow, sban
Wi enirT war oo Furopenn solb? Reanlts~—Ioc wor il liliﬂ.ﬂlstl ;;\I:Lr :{-:l.h

LN

I d¢ not konoew Mr. Larsoa. 1 Enow little or nothiug admnt
Fllat, Mich. I o not know whether It has & Gertgan porruliacon
or o wTeed population. The senlor Seantor from that Feate
fMr, Zarrin} mays Haop € i3 o mbeed pepulotion.

I hnve thla from Shoboyznn, Wis. Sheboygan iz a rather
glronpg Geumint sstnky 6 the Stafe of Wisconsih, T axpocted to
Imve hod Liere noted on the telogrinl the exnct percentoge of tha
Gorman vote. I glanced at i mayeell in my oflice, but I Jld
oot heve of ekl the lagt cepsus  The Wissansin Hlnebaols,
which gives the figures for 105G, shows thore ware then owegr
50,000 popriation and 10,000 ¢f German bicth,. This telegrnm B
doted April 3. I rolght shy tiat our spring alection ls held ian
Wiscensin an the & doy of Aprll, when all the pwbcipnt officers
Lo the towoships and ia the vilngea and cifles are clected, [
bringys st a Inaly vepresentatlve vole:

BHEpoTasN, Wig, dpell 3, T,
Hob. Borear M. La Fo

II-ﬂmnnln:r, D A
BE referendam fobd taken the Inek two dnps of Lha gualitml tlactors
the city of Bhnbo:.;nn oo the aastion, Shall oor colntry <oicr lbto
= Purepean warl 32 voted oo dod 1T woled 4% Cettlfed in ap

¥. VOLRLTH,
0, A SAsslENLE.
Ansd ‘[TESTER,
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1 peceived s the following, A wobe wrg tnken oot ovly In
the city of Sheloygon, bt in the county of Slwboygad, Tepre-
senting the voaotry or TOCMer vobat

Buenpigey, Wia, Aprif b 2.
Hon. Loperr AL La Foo

I:-F.I.'T'E
Reraie, lluhmglu* h, Q.

DeaR SIE: Sinee eending the (8L telepyed retercadum 1y
tokwn DF the gualided clecioty of BREROT, L"nun:: wtslde the c1ky 0
Bhoboygan 3061 Toted aFaiost and countty !nl:eﬂu {oter toe Fdro
war., No totes mere cast 1n favor of war. Cerl [0 E¥ COTCRL
the CaDTIACONA

OTT0 A. HAZ50Eni
T, VOLLALIN.

Apum TERGTEDL
The nect telegram is not 4 report vpot aoy clection, I pre-
pume very Tew of them were held, Ttisa Llelogrnm from Med-
MBS, Mass., st ko e by My, Heory W. Piokbam, I do wmot
Eoow ko, I rvead It a2 hatulsd to e by one OF My secretacbes !

Mermcne, Masg., Aprit 3, BT,
Penniyr BObELT M. La FOLLETTE,
Waallaagion, In i
The Dresident's mersn, v:gumﬂy and comepletely Tindloates youo 10
ublpl.'llsl.tl: avdied rewiralitr. 1apd” Arm weaioet war and the foloce
wiil bomor ymk.  UCalledllve howleide con bof edlabllsh bhowap righta.
Fol our coudify to enlér the Doro@cha war would b teason @

huinanity,
TJ" HEXERYT W. PIKEIIM,

-l

And the followling:

Erpotor La FOLTEYTE,
Waslingien, B, O.;

Malled you (w-doy 40 wigoetnren of mdomment frons thig disirict to
Jou od cOlleAgaey oo your gtasd of March 4
Ln SCHULLEL,

- Racion, Wis, Agril b L.

WarLace, [oswe, dpe? 5, BT,

Bepntor TOSEWT M. La POLIRTTE,
Wankingisa, B, -

Fogr Lthousnnd people astembled at the Awilioriom laet olght: late
Amerizan scatimeut; ve cothodasm for war ; recrolir were azked Ior,
-I]I:IJJ." FRUFE ML Ofetwl themaelves for enliztmem, Thia IhD“I'\"ﬂ there I

ng war eentlmett in LTacine. Rezolntiong were sp-uken of. bit Lo mi-
tmpt m% made {o pasg them.  Awdlenss woy nat tor war. 1 mm'ﬂﬂ

ARTHtn EHALICK-

Eevryie, Wanh,, April § N7,
Ranenr M. Ls Forre

SeRnabs ﬂhmbcr. ‘Waskioplen, D, 0.

od work.  People with yoo. Etiww poferepdunk migoed [ 1]
gllllﬁc markel, city & B.EG'H'.B 31 fer war declarsdon, 374 lEI:lir
'refg Ltazenly I-"'Ilm‘tlllﬂie\'ﬂl' demnad of meatlogs whers votc 12 ajolawi
w].:.:r If presidentia) ctlom wera to-morrew, Fou would bave best
nce.
F 'D! Axda Looigs 3m
Hember Béattla Sohoo? Haard.

BPENETIRY, TaL, ApHif §
Beontor B M. La FoLLvoys
Waatiagion, B O

['Inni.n wrupded the opioloye of juniore and wenlors u.klu: elecielead
nep_rr og ot the Universlty of CaliforDiy loaZay. I hrre [eundation en

ch t0 bases my wihtement that pracilcally oooe of vy sclbucy at all

l;mew war, Wa bellevs the ouDlEy caR do @esr 2o0d by avelling 1%

in N
We put trus lo you Grenw K, Honesgy,

Fn pddition to the fureguing telegrows, 1 gubmit the followlng,
whick hag Just Deen placed o my hozoda:

A wire from Chieago recelsed this pftetnoop from Grace Ak
bott, of Hull House, sare thot 1o cliy coumeil aloction held o
terday Jobo Eennefly cetvived the lorgest plorelicy of any of
the city conteilmen olecte), Hiz plurality wee 81537 voles in
bis word. On acconnt of his stad against whi, every newepnper
in Chlcago apposs lim bitterly througbout the campelgn,
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Mp, Kennedy rondes Hs campakan on the wor [ssue, wml Iy every
ppeach ha toak obenwien o declaee himysell oy ngningt wal.

There was recelved i Washington te-day o petltlon nglast
wor with over 4120 hona fde signoers, whichh were ecurdl W
the ity of Minnenglds In one dny, omid o wime late (his e
woot sfates that 11,008 mare windes Dave hesh secured o that
petiton,

Io ¥ew Ulm, Minn, st sn elestion, according to o telertam
received thls afternoon, 433 voles wore oozt aznlost war o 19
for war,

A tolegenm veoefved Dpmos Philadelphin this altarooen expresees
tersely the seniiment of the people, It reads;

Preddant Wllsnn sobil Grroan peaTle wora mok eonsalted abonl epkaps

iog the mwar. Were ol
[Xlzasl} Casyoy PEACLE.

A Congresquan Luppeer, cepresenting the dinoenpollys qls.
trief, informe mwa that Lo vesponse to letters nddressed Ly poll
lipts to crery voter in bls dlstrlet hes ap to this hour brought in
returng Iron oearly SOHH volers agaiost declacing war oo Ger-
mwany to Tesd than 5 who favor sdaeh & deelaration,

Do pot these mesaagod indicata on the part of the geople a
deeprocabsl colvictlyo thal the Talred Seates sheold ngt enter
the Buronean war? The armed-zhip hill ipeant wor. Sonntora
who oppoaed its belng foreed theongh Coogress o the closing
hours of the segiop wer? relmbked by the Preeldent.  IE js highly
taportant, thecefore, ta note at this time thot the Prosldant in
e agddress o the 2d of this month trkes the same vlew of
arming merchont wips Lint was enterfaloed by ot lengt =ome
of the [enntor:, Including myzell, when the armed-=hip bl was
before ug for conslderntion. In his address of Apzrll 2 the Trresi-
dect =aid:

1t Iz lmposeible to defend sbips aglost thelr {uubitnazlaoe) abbioks us

law of potlens bag ae=oniel Lok werchaotmen weald d«foid bhem-
melver agminsd prlvatecrs or crolesve, virlble croft giving chaze oo (he
BEl.

He xa¥s in the same nddress .

It [armiog merchapt shipal i3 peactically ceriain to deaw we doto the
war w\thout elther the riphts or tle cf ctlveness of bBelllzerawts,

I tako satkataction In nobting that this 1s exactly whol E Skntod
ion oo aditorial o oy magozioe, which wiea publlsbhed o short
time after the aemed ship BA1 discussion.

I wil} read Jurt a poragraph or twg from that editorfal;

The armed ship bl was oot unl{ uneanatitutloal, 1t wa, In m
{?ﬂmqnt, Tonllab nod lnedegoate. [t pleased the suppockets ol thls

to mEsmine that IE was omly neﬂmu.rf o plate gdna on Micechank
phips o order £ dafovd them anceecel agalaet submarine ltta.ii'k.
Thirt war no evidenss hefore Cm:lgr-em that womid warrnnt 1he eameiu.
Wlan that armming thess ships wonld aford pratection,

1, The avallslle evidence polote (o the ZotiElty of @dch ATmAnont.
The Lisoada wae armedd, bt She was tarpedsed toles and eeak withaoor
4 chabce to Are a phot.  Werchnot ships of tho nillos afe apmed, Thelt

eif Tamd ol tounage e eonclomlye evldemce that fume planted om mer.
choant ehips are inefectoal 1o wordiog of sobmarine atisck, It is
crminel to loke Frog oor harbors our merchant ghipe with pisneu.gqni
crew, and rrelﬂejt +4 embark on A vayoge fraopht wiih anck ipmiien
peril'In [he bellef that they wiy Teabit attaek,

1 ventore te rend two or three morg parngrophs;

0. The Brat questint = abantd ank suraslves, batars w¢ anber oo Chld
wae orith aor armed mertladtionn oo sir Nity for the éxprass p:{lnn
of malotalaing cor right ko the sta4, 1a:; What will hapoea fo ¢or shipef
It 1t In w0 £0By 40 o the trans-Atlantle lines of pobmarvioes, why
13 oot the Brt Aimiralty keeplng them cpen mnd fres for anr com-
pwrcn—sinme vor nakrying trade acrode the Atlamtie agw condiste of
pupplies for the mllics - -food ond ammdsbtion? Trem sl W con learn
it appears that the Dritleh Nawr 48 heot etiempiiog tbhis perlloua Lo,
but | ktepiog mafde corefully rded barbors.

What murpianre batve we thot we can clear the deorman war fooe

Fl

with wrioed @erebanrwen o with battleshlps az convors or with any
! the soc-called " sobmarlo: cLasers ™)
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Manifestly It I+ an qodertaklog which the Gritli Adminity decliosr
for yoorl and Syfdcient oo

The Amerivan publie l; 'I,wlqz mmt‘g doeeivrl,  We are darided
fer Liding hiud Lhe Brilish MNary. plctarcs |F:rrtra,j' anr Hest
m—inﬁ oo sehburioes Dt fpstobntly go b the 1mtt4:-m b Jaily Eﬂwl

led with wipl that would qd oE fo befieTe TLOE v men

i :]Iur-.- wal, dedes oul gor deet (0 so0ur Ehi wcaw, aldd the wak b epded
aud o,

It in pondibed 1bot Wb submorioe dlschyrmes iy furpeda with deadly
artatleY at 8 mogd of 2 1e 4 mites

It iv pdmitked that the subinnrine, with [be bl rubmerged Eeveml
feet helogw the hurface wod exposiog nathinlg lrgt 10 pariscwwe, canm dla-
charge |52 torpede with count chunce b :u:h TTe 1L porpous,

‘The perl3cope Tutnisbew & target oo larger than a satlor's cap Tof
merchnot vod oored nr::s to tire of.

L bave Lba bRl A0 for 1he alatlrm'nt that tho chances of Mtting
B tarpet of thet aiee lt ¢ diztance of 2 wilch, or of JADAZIDE & 20b
mAri0G 0 Bubmergrd, would e & Bundeet shats e praciicallT gero.

WAK-MAD PEESM BREEDS INLULERAYCT,

1t [ wufertunotely troe that g portlon of the Jrrespopsible
arvl war-crized press, feeling sccore in the anothorlky of the,
Prosident's eomdempation of the Semators who oppossd the
nrmed-ship Bill, have published the wost infimous and soor-
rilous likels on the hooor of tho Senators who opposed thak
Lili. It wag pacticdlorly wifortunate thot sach mallclons talse-
hordlz slionukd G the public press of the country at o tme when
cyelry consideration for our opntey required that e spirle of
Tuirness ghould ba obzerved Lo the dischsslons of the momed-
1oie yuestiona ooder ronslderotion.

A member of the British Padinment 1z vigiting in thiy doan.
try. He liag higd some oppoctunity te observe this naw apiclt of
iniderunce that has been bied in the press aod through the
presy in the United States within the Inst few months that ¢hal-
Fengen {he ripht of aoy man to atter ks independont jgdpment
on o question vliat, glr, (0 the people ¢f thie Noclon; vital to tha
fnteresta of this Goveroment. Tt hag lad him to Instlbate some
conmparisotis betwecn the copditiens that prevall io Great Brits
win, nopart of fhat wardorn fecritery of Borope, and the condis
tiong that prevall bore where g still have pepea, I have thia
mymment of his upon & T om ot Dermiteed f0 gse bla oame,
though he may be withia the gnaod of my volee.

He =nid:

o Fnglend we feel that the theory ol demumr:: e ires (b Folleat
o4 ITrapkesr digcusslon of eTOrY meesute. We I ﬂa the indrariisy
bag o Tight 0 & rmpectrul hearlog,  Thiz Is u:m unlr WY FoU cgil
CALFT 05 W demgTa g k&lelplt A JERNTALY,

ADulbar atran in; I ood 13 that In ArceHcos you uenmtiunp-a:t
that whed the m mtr W peaten It will at ooce capitniate, Tara 1k
has boem in the A0 Juln the mAjority. Thir 12 pat dem
clther. Fo Ea alld uriog tho Boer War and this war, bet [T r
in the Botr Wot. thera wid abk ofgnidzed miority In Parilsioeod—
there alwhys bhak boent IG tlme of war. Io the Bnu A thii miuoricy
‘,ﬂ' Iegub;ﬂoelf't“nﬁ Tmerlc‘ut.gu ﬁ" Ithi-'th'hmn the m ]1!.! mcﬂ
g:_}xmjl;. the right and duoiy of a?llnnrl to exXpireEa

what 1 be n Io ends, yoo have losl yoor tmmc 'Ehu.'a ]
mcgntgﬂ.r o7 wWisdom In trylig tn aupDress thovght or bo fabee men im
CONBIICOTION GIVES RICHMTA TO MINOHITY.

Mp. Presldent, let we mobe another sSugzestion, It s this:
That{ o mioority o one Congresg--mayhop o small mInoclty
in ane Congress—protesting, rzaeislng the rights which the
Constlitutlon confors upon o miosrlty, may renlly be represapting
the mnjorlty cplolon of the covntry, amd if, exetelsiog the right
that the ConsHEution Fivea thetn they sucesed ib defeating for
the thne heing the will of the majority, they are but carcriog ouk
what wag 1o the miod of the finmers of the Constiimtion:
that you may have from Hme fo tima 8 o lepigtadve bodr
i mufeﬂw In nombers that veally dees not represent the prin-
elple of demoerney ; omd that if the qoestlon could he deferted
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pid carebed to the peopls ik would be Foumd thae o minority was
the real vepresentativa of the rabllc oplolon. Jo, Mr. Prosi-
dent, it wos that they wrobe 1010 the Oobselintlon (it & Pradl-
dett—that one mMdn—oay put bis Jedement agnioat the will of
a majority oot ouly o one bronch of the Copgreze but 1o both
braonches of the Conpress; that he moy defeat the messure that
they have agresd wpob and oy set his one slngle judgment
above the aijority jodgment of the GCongress. Thob sesms,
when you look ot it nakedly, o Bo io violatlen of fhe prioelple
that the malority shall ralo; and 5o 1t . Why lg thdt power
given? T is obe of those checks provided by the wisdon of (he
fothers ro provent the mpjority from abuzlyg the power that
ther elinuoe to havo, when thy do fiot refect the féal Julzuent,
the oplntpn, the will of the mojerity of lhe peopte kol consti-
tizte the soverelgn power of the democracy.

Wa bave hnd theee lmmigreation bille poasucd by Congross
ol In the same form, sarying o some parctlenlors, which
Tave beon vetomd hy Premident Uaft aod twice vetosd by Pregl.
dent Wilson, At rvecurrlug elections the people send back tha
Merghera wie have paszed that bill by oo overwhelming ma-
Jorlty ; and gHll the President. exercinlny that power=={hat pne-
man power—vebees the lextsiation rabifled by b people at the
polla thruuglt the electlon of Members of Congress—Lhrcugh the
glertlop and mealacdon of Muowbers af Coopretx wiih that legia-
inthon ooe of the parnowount lssues.  Mr President, thae might
have been charactevized us the exerclse of a willinl disposlilon,
but it wns not.

8o, too, Mr. Pregident, we God that the framers of thaf mreat
lostrmiment wioke g 16 ot one-00eh of the Membars of ebther
one ot the bwo Bidlies of Conaress mlzlit hold in checls the nuto-
eratic use of power by the majerily oo any questbon whoksorvor.
They armed 2 mitorlty af ane-2fth ¢f the By with the bower
te Hllbgster; e power o demand 4 roll exll—--o0f 0 roll o,
pr =spme of the Btote constitutions previde, only wwn matiers
which eacry apheonriatlons, ot a roll call oo every slngle ques-
tion upot whieh It plensis oreACEh of the auly to detaanr o poll
el AUFPRKEME FOTWER TE 1IN THE PLOLULE.

Whot wns the purpose of 167 Mot to male o reennd, for pars
lnmentary legisloklve bistory alwyws thaf they bhad that right
prior to that tlmwe, snd alwerys hod it ood coulld exerclse 16
Ko, na; It wag the Toreaizht of the malkery of the Canstitntion
of this great Goveroment of ours desicing (o perpetnate oot fhe
gomblonee of Jetnoctacy but renl derooctody, amd they said,
W There tpay o Hmas when o majovity, swent eithel by poasich
or misindorwalion, ooy do o wrongfal thing o this Repollle,
ond we will wito the minority in 3uch enmwergencies against the
undee exetelze of majlority power by placlog o the hands of
pne-Gfth the xight to demnnd o vl cal! on every gquestion”
Exerelstd in the late hours of the Seesion of a2 Cunpress it
wonld ensily be pogaible for them ko Jemond rall culls In sizeh
A way 25 {0 molie ah eXtra Eesdlon weceseary. But, oh, Mr,
FPreadent, we bhave alvnys nod ever in this REepublic of cura
back of Congredycs And statutes 2nd back of Prosidents the so-
prenwd power, the severelgn power of Lhe peopls, awd they ron
porrect omr extors and misenkes pnd cur wrongdolng  They
eap tale us oat of sur ploces, abd £ e abude ABT power whick
the Copstltutlon puis In the hands of o mioerity, §t lied with
them to o0l 02 #0 gesount: nod the wore Bmportant, fhe more
profoundly and intenscly impertant the questlon upon which
sach o power 12 ubused by ¢ minerity, the more 8wIft and ywveep-
ing witl be the punishment by the people for the weongfol exers
cige of it
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We nowd not disturt surselves hecguse of what n minority
mouy e, Phere Lo alwoys lodged, nod always will be, thank the
il above us, power In the Deople sapremes,  Sometiwes 1t
SEeEDE, ROmEtEnes |t geema the sleep of denth; hut, sr, the sow-
erelgn pomer of tha people never dlea. It way be supprossed
for w tme, it oy be pisled, bafimled, allencdd. I think, Mr
Prokident, that it 13 belpg denled esprmston now, T thitk there
whl come & day when it will have szprossion.

Thae poor, sir, wha opa the omed called upon o rot- 0 the
frencies, Tiave oo arganized power, have bo press bo soiea thale
will npoa thid guoston of peace or wor ; but, obh, . Presldeot,
1t Rome cime ey will e heard, I hope aod 1 betleve they will
be keaml Iz ae orderly and a peacefol way. [ think they may
be heord frotn befove long. I think, sir, if we tnke thip step,
when e pealle to-day wha are stogrering under the borden of
supportiibg fumnilics ot the present peioes of the necesaaries of Jife
fod those prices nnbphlog, when they are faised w Tgodred pet
cent, or 200 por conl, f3 thoy will bo quickly, oye, sir, when be-
yood that those whe pay tlixes come o bare thelr thves doubled
afl agnin Joubled to pay the Interesc o0 the nentnzable booids
beld by Morzan and his combibatitns, which have boeth lssoed
to mect this war, there will Some an awalkenlingd ey will haes
their day amE they wii! be beacd. ¥t will be ve cevialy aod as
toevitnble s the return of the tides, and a5 resiztiess, (oo

T premise my eollengues thad T wil) not be templed ngeln to
turo ashde from the thrend of oy discusqion ne X bhove outlined
ft here, g T will baslen with AUl pozgible spuind,

WAT ¥OT THE IREETOENT I WUEOQNG AJal)t

Muw that the President has In hia message to a3 of Aprit 2
mimittsd the very ¢horge ngnlngt the armed-==hip kil which we
made I trmat thet e i7 folly coovioced that Ehe conduet of tha
Senatore on the oocaglon B questlon wis o0 0DfeaEgned and
obatinnea, but ot Ik woe oepired by guite nz hlgh purposes
and wetives na can ingplre the action of apy pubil: oficlal,

I would not, hewseyer, e made this persenal reference Gid
not the question i svryesta go to the very honxt of the mattar
now woder consideration. IE the Presidenk was weong when e
proposed Aroing the ships; if that pollcy wad, 2= he now S0¥E,
¥ oaerpaln to Jdrcw 9 into the war withoat ekthet the righta or tha
effertivenesa of bolllgeronts' Is it =0 cevialp Te Iz elght now
when ba demands an ongualified declaration of wor ngmioet
Germany? If thoge Members of Congress who wWore sopparting
the Eresident then were wrong, as it appears from the Fresident's
gintetnent v Chey were, hoold oot that foct prompe therm 19
inguire cupefully whathor thay are right in supporting the pro-
pused decloration of wrr? If the armed-rhip bl lnvelved a
course of notlon it was hasey angd 11 adrised, may It oot well
be that this propozed decloration of war, which 1= belng 2o hotly
pressed, is also [l ndviged? With that thonght io wind 16t us,
with the enrnesiness and the sdnglepess of porpode which b
naomentovs nainve of the question Involres, ba ool angigh o]
trove epough to oxoprolve fociber the Preshdeol's address of
Aprll 3,

TIL.
" PMOMISD " OF THE GERMAN COVERXLIENT,

In his address of Aprit 2 the Presldent saya: -

Blnce April of Teak r the Iaperial Qowsrpment Bad somewhat
keatraloed tha ¢omim s of Ita underzea eraft In conformity odth e

miae then glven to us that passenger boatz bhonld boi be sonk, and

at dne worming would be gleen b ALl other vesstls which fiw subms-
rines might eeek 0 destroy wheo no reslatanoe was offerod op
altempied, nnd core takm that thelt crewa wers glvon at lekst 2
chones to eave thelr livea im theie open boabe
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Ecelde that stutement I wizh to place exactly what (he Qe
mnn Qoverotnent Oid &y :

The Oermon Goveromedt, woreoter, 15 DrpaTed to Jo Mg olmost to
conbis the operotlons of war for fhe rest oF 368 Qurdtlon 1o the 4
Lorcea o} ihe bell) tm, therely mlag Ingpelng the Steflom of the sras,
o princple npon wgil:h thd Qorman GQorern belicwed, now az belore,
to be In agreement with the Govorbtnont of the Talted E e B

The {erman Joveroowent, guldod by this idex, ool the Goretps
ment of the Tokted Gtntes 1hok the Germon coval Torces Bape Foorived
the following ordees: 1o occordapds wilth tbe arml paciples of risit
and search and deslructivo of mretébest voesels rocognized B inberoa-
tHonol luw, such veswets, both wifhin nod withoot cthe oren declnrod ke
norol wor zooa, shall mot Ue soak withoot worpiog nod wlthoot spviog
buxinm lves, ualess thess ships attempt to cacafps or ofar rerlstogce.

Dut neotrals cam bod expick tho b Qermony, formod to dght Lor hep oxiats
ance, shnll, for the enke of neotral Intewest, rosirict the use of na
sfmctlve weupon 1t har suermy 13 permlited to comtioue to npply af w1l
methodaz of warfare Tinlattng tha rulea of Intetnotionsl law. Hoch 4
d¢mund would be incompotible with the charorcter of nonirutlt{!, and
the Derman Government i convinoed thet tha Government of the United
Htatra does oot Ikink of making soch & demandd, knowlog thak tho Qow-
arpment of the {Inited Stntow baa mmateﬂl;rn?eclamd nkt it ls Jeter-
mined te restore the priociple of the freedom of the e, from whetever
gunrter it 18 tiplated.

Aecordlagly the Cermar Sorerpment 12 confdent thot, o ronae-

nonee of (he pew orders irmedd to ita naral forees, the Jovernment of
¢ Tnlhed Gtatey will noo alep conaider all | Iments k=omwed which
Ay h?'vahhcfn ij{ the ;r of o mutn]:l eraktlon toward (he restorn-
tlah of the I[reeilom of the seas durlog the war wpgEarted 1 th
note of July 24, 1015, aod It doex oot doubt m&nafne '&Eﬁ;unmnni &
the Tolted Stntes wlll wow demond pud insiat that the Eeillsh Goretio-
m=ut eliall fortbwith 4lgoiee the rules of lnternatiomo] law aeiveraably
olred] Iwcicre the war 8 they afe 1ald down io the motes proscntbed
II:% the {invergment of the Tbited Stobex tn the Dreitlah Jovernment on
cembar 23, 1914, abd Nevewher &, 1B Should the aln[m token
by tho Hvrrpoent oF the Onltod Sootes mot attln the obfect 1L denicea,
t hawe the Inws ol bumanity Enllamed by all belligercnf natiane, the
German GGeveroment woulil (hes e fodog 8 new elinodon, 1o which 16
maat roserye kacld complete Ilbertp of decimlon. (May 4 1*5111}

It must he parfectly apparent therefore thot the promise, S0
catled, of the Aermnn Goverarent was conditioned upen Fng-
land’a betng Hrought o obedlence of loterpational lnw in her
ravnl wnripee, Sinee po ong cohisndz that England was brought
to comduct her noval operntlous 1o oreordanes seitl inberbo-
tional law, ond éven the poor protests our Goveruoent hios
loglged appinet ey show that gbe has oot dome so, wos 1t quite
Tair o oy Lefore the counlry a statemwnt which Implles ilat
Gormony bl made an oocondiiional premise which she has
Mshonorably vislaked®

Tids 1z n Lhne of all {imes when the pobiic miod should be
eolm, not inflapied © when aeoordey of stotemont W vitally suash-
tial ko preaentcing the [Bsues to the Congresy and te the peoplo
of the country.

Iv.
QERHAXE'E IIVALNE PRACTICCR

It big meedsage of April 2 the Prevident says:

1 waw for g Mtk ghlle unable Lo beliere that soch thiogs [refercing
o Cermnpg stibagutine Epethods of wwerlof¢] woold 1o faek be Sdone by
any Coverndoenit that bad bepetofors subdcribed to the bomans proctlces
uof elvilized natlens, lotermatisoai low hod ite origln io the afiempt (o
gt op 3emo law which would be rempected ond cleerved tpon (be sed,
where oo nadon ked right of domiolon and whera lay tha free Blchirgfs
9 the world. By paiolul stage sfter stage hae ihot Inw been BULE O
with Deedger endl repnlte indeed, after ail wep acoompliabed llq,g.
tonbd b accomplinbed, bob alwoys with & clear view ot beast of what
the beart and cppsclence of mankiod demanded.

The rerognitlon by the Prralilent that Germmany Lot alonrya
herotofore sabsered to the homane practless of civilized oa-
tlange 1% 3 radat iMportant statement, Do it oot sugmest ¢ qoes-
titm ns to why it 18 that Germnoy hoa depovted foon those
peacticea in the present war? What thoe Presldent had 5 ad-
ourably sinted about Jdterpationnl law and the patoful siaga
by which 1t hns been builded up is nhsslutely troe. Bot in this
codpection wonld it pot be well t0 0F also that i was Eunglond,
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pot Germaby, who refused to obey the declaradlon of Eopded,
which ropressied the most humnse ideas and wis the beat
atutewetst of the rules of ioteroationul 1gw o8 applled 0 oavol
wartnre? Keop thet Io mind. Woeuld 3t ot have been falr G
soy, and to keep in mind, that Germany offpeed to ablde by
those priociples and Emglund refuss); Uit in response ¢ one
requept Germpng offered to cense absolutely from (he wze of
submarioes o what we chorneterized an unlawdul wmaiooer If
England womld cepse Trom cqually palpable and cruel viplatlons
of interontiomnal 12w M her eendact of nuval wartoea?
v,

ATAUAN T WARPARE 18 AnAlHST HadEiND.

The Fresiont In his messhpe o AQrl 2 says;

The praveet Gepman warfare noolont comeced §s 8 woddre seklost
mavkiod., 1t 1% o nor apinrt all mmtloma.

Apatn reforring to Germany's warfaore De snys:

fhera bas bewn oe disctmiootion. The chollenge In ko 2ll wapkind.

Tz It not a little pecoliar chat 18 Germant s worfare {8 apnlnyt
obl poussg the United Stotes ix the anly natisn thak »ogard=
It necessary to dedare war po (hag ascount? If I 14 Groe o8 the
President =ays, that * thive bas been no diseriminotlon™ that
Gornnny has toeatad every noutral o sbw Liaz treated us, 2 1t
oot pemsliar thig b other of the great notions of the sarth seem
to MegAnt Germony's cotdlact In Chs war 08 o epuse i ntering
into jtt  Are we the ooly oathod jealous of var pghtal Ave wa
the ooly nollon Ioslstlng wpon (he pietectivg: of owr chikzena?
Dvwes not Lbe yirlet nentrallty moiotoined ot the part of all tha
other nations of the eurth suggest that possibly tlere 13 0 renson
for iheir actdom, swd thaf reosob s that Gormaoy™s gemiact
wriler the clroumetaness does not merit Ivom uny notbon which
in Jdetermiined bo preserve lta neatrallity o dectaratlon of war?

Norwiy, Sweden, (e Netherloods, Switzerland, Deunpark,
Epain, amit a1l the groat Hepublles of South dmerles are guite
ax intercabed in dhis sublecl oz we are, and yet they hove refased
to Joln with ug ib a combinnton mminst Corpany, T yentars
ta sweewst alzo that the nations named, and probakly other,
have w =ouewhat bobter cight to be Teenrd then we, for by rafos-
ing 1o 2@l wur maberiats and moanitens ooy of the belligeraita
iy hove placed theniselves in A position where the Susplelon
whigh altaches to us of & dosine Xor war profity can not attock
o rlewm. .

On Aumust 3, 1004, the Tepahlic of Bramil declaced e expor-
tation of war meterial (vowm Bragillan ports to ooy of thess
powors ab war to be strloty Bobidden, whether soch expiprts
b poder the Brazilinn fag o fhot of any ofthet deuntyy.

Tin that conoection I note the Lollowlng Qizputel from Boegos
Adres, nppearing in the Washiogton papers of resterdny

Preghlont Wilpon'y war addrees wip received here with doteront, buk
po purticular emibmalismm. * ¢ F gloverament efeluls and  pall-
tleisne pave adopted 1 culd shoulder reward the Unlted Fiates n
an fttltode apparcotly bad on Approbenslon Iyst Hooth American
irterests puffer

The pewspaper Rowow's view wis Hlustrative of this. ¥ Dosa
ot the Traited] Stakes consliler this Ao nppeTinneg time b0 sogzoell-
Jate the Impevinllstie polley everywhere sorth of Panama? ™ 1t
ekl

Thia L3 the question that nental nations the world ovér are
asking,  Are we selzing upon thls war b eonsolidate aod extend
an imperialstlc polley? Wea complain alse hecnuze Aexics hax
torpad the cold shealder to w3, and are waont to look for sinistep
reasgna for her attltude. Ts i upy wonder that she should aley
torn the coll showlder when she S2es us nnlbe with Grent Bri
an emopire foynded wpon bBer congnasts and subjugation
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wenker pationy? There 1s nodoabe that te sropsthy of Ivor way,
Bweden, ol olhor countrles close 6o the géepe of ®ap [y alrendy
with Germany. It Iz upparept that Moy view with alivm O
entrance inlo the Egvpean stregrde of the stranger from soresy
tha sza. It [y susgested by sotte that oue eoteaace into the wour
will shecten L I is ruy e bedlet, based ppot speh {nfenina-
fion o2 I Love, that our cnbrnnce into the woar wlll oot ouly pre-
lang It, But that I wll wastly extend s aren by deawhing in

vilar tatious,
vi.

RO QUACIEL WITH THE {rOow.\Y Crorlk

In Wi mesenge of April 2, 1he President sald:

e harme o guarrel with the @ermon people=—it wne mot vpnn thuie
Imall:!nﬂ.- that thelr Government acted 1o éotcrlng Thia ware; It w7 nat
with ihelr proviens knewledse or abproval.

Andn e says:

We are, lot me say azale, siacere friondd of the Qernan praple amd
gholl deaire wolLing =8 moch ga the enelp Fecsfabllglinent of latimata
Telatlang of vdtual advnttnge bel™en iy,

At lenst, the Gel'mon people, 1hen, are ek cutliws. What 13
the fhing fhe Prezident askz ua to do to these Germon penple
of whoin he ppeaks go highly aod whose slpeere frlend e do-
claaed uy o le?

Here Iz whit by deetaras we sball Ao in this war.  We shindd
underrade, he xnys—

The ohnpst practicible coopeintion o compell nod fketlom with the
Ooveronents oow 4t wor with Germ . 800 08 an imcldent to thoe,
the extenslon to thoge (Governments of the moet liberal Aonoelal ceedlty
In order that oNT TesOWLres Moy, 8¢ r a% possible. be added to thaeirs

“ Proctienble  ecoperatlon ¥ Practleable  cocperation  wirh
Eozgland and her allies in slicying to Jenth the old men aml
wornen, the ehildren, the siele and the mnimed of Gamuony.
The thing e wre asked to do 18 the thing T hoave stated. (1 is
idle to talk of a war upan 0 Jovermoend only. We are leagrged
in this wnr, af iF i5 the Preslident's proposttion that we shall bo
2o lengued, with the hereditary coemics of Germaoy, Aoy
wir with Germeny, or any ofther country for thak matter, would
ba tad enongh, but there are not words strong cnongh b vVadts
my prodest against the propised sombinaton with the cotebtoe
filfes.  When we cooperate with those Governments we ioidorsa
their methode, we Indorse the vlolatioos of Interaoational ipw
by Great Britoin, we lmderse the shomefol methods of wor-
Fate apainst which we inve ugnio nod aeodn peobested In thiz
war: wa indorsa her purpaess b0 wrank opon the derman people
the apimositles which for years hey pecple have been taught te
cherish agalost Germnny ; Goally when the emd éoues, whatovoer
it may ba, we find ourselves in conperation with oure ally, Grent
Dritain, and 17 we can oot resist now the preysure she is ex-
eTting (o corry 08 inte the war, how can we hope to restat e,
the thonsandfold grenter pressire mhe will exert to beod uz to
ber purposes aod comipel compllaneg with hat demands?

We o not koow whot they ara. Wa (o not EKinew what s In
the minds of thaosn who have mode the comwpact, inck wo oare fo
gubscriba B §t,  We are Irrevocably, Dy our yoted Tiere, to
morey purselvea to & mondisorceable propasttlon Telisd from v
oow. Once eolisted, onee ib the copavtoership, we will be cor-
rled throogh with the purpeses, swwhatever they miny be, of whick
wa pow Ehow mothing. :

Sir, i wo ore bo enter upon this war io the maover the Fros-
ideut Jdemeods, let us thiow pretenpsse io the winds, et us be
honest, et vd admit thot thix is ¢ ruchless Wi against not anly
Germaoy's abiny and het navy bat agolest ber clvillon popula-
tlon o= well, and frapkly stnie that the purpose of Sermanya
periditary Enropean enemiss hof Dooome qur porpsasi,
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TIL
MTAT APEMND OTI WITOLE F}RCE Ta WA,

Apadn, the Preshlent soye * we sre aboust to actebt the gage
of battle with thig nabaral foe of iberty nod shall, if Decedanry,
gpewd the whole Faree of the Nutioo o check aod nullify ks
pratenslons aml iks poser,”  That moeh, at lenst, 1s clesr: that
progrom Ly Jefinltr. The whale forco cod power of thlx Nation,
1f necessary, 18 to 1@ n=ed to bring vietry to the +utgate allley,
andd o e as fheie 0y Io thiz wiye,  Benwber, (it oot yet
has the ™ whole fueec Y of cne of thie worribg natlons boen oz,
Countlezs millluog a¥e AUWTering Irom want mal privethono ;
couttless sthey milliong wee dend aml rottiasr on forelgh battle
felda; countless other willdons are crippled and  fmalmed,
pinged, nod dismembersd . wieoa ol aod upon tleic children's
children for pemecatlonn b como hiay boan Tald o borden af debe
which must be worked sot o poverty ond aufeting, bot the
" whole force™ of pu one of the worring nintlons hay yet een
axpendded ; hit our 2 whale forse ™ shall be ok pendad, 5o anys the
Prealdent, We are plegiedd by the Presilent, =0 for os he coa
pledge wy, o imke tiig fair, e, ool hapdy iond of oucs fhe
dgonma alisfobles and botbrotlass pit of horesr that we o0 0
Hurope to-rlay,

Y11l
THIM I8 & WAL OF DEROCRACT.

Juat a word of comment more upon one of the points In the
Presldent’s adiress. He says thar this (8 a war " for the thluge
which wo hove abwove carried neareszt be our hesvis—ior de-
woeracy, for the right of thase who submilt to sutharity bo huve
a Tolce I their own government”  In wmeny ploces throughont
the addraas 2 thie exoltw] Sentinteat given axpresslon.

It i 8 rentlment pecullarly cniculated be nppeal to Amerlean
kearts and, when wocompanied by acty consistedt wlth it iy cer-
taln to recsiva our suprort; but o Thie Rama sotfection, ned
strangely encogh, the Presldent soys that we have bocomw con-
vioeed that the Germnn Government na It now ex|sts—" Prug-
Blop autocrecy ' he pudly 1t-—tan bever agnlh mainkals Srkendly
relations with na. His expression is that " Prossion suloerycy
wax hot and conld nevcl be our friend,” aod repeatedly through-
ont the ndilress the sugpestion Ly made that If the Germin peopla
would overtorns thelr dovernmment Lt would probably be the
way to paace. S0 trye 13 thia ¢hat the dispatenes from London
ol hafledd the meszaze of the President 8 soutdling the denth
Encll of Gernuaoys Goveronent,

But the Lresident proposes allinnse with Jteat Bricaio,
which, however lboeky-loving itz people, 12 & bhersdicary toon-
archy, with a jweradifary yuler, with a heredltary Houmge of
Lords, with & hereditary nbled sy=tem, with 2 Lipited and re
styicted suffrage for one clnss and & multiptied saffroge powear
for anmdlier, abd with grinding industrinl corditions for all the
wageworRera, Thno Prosident hos bot suggested thot we jpake
our support of Groat Britaln conditional ta her Jrapting hodes
yile Lo Ireland, or Beypt, or India, We rejolee Lo the estoblish-
meot of A dewscrdey I Rossie, bt 6 will hesdly be contended
that if Bugaia waa stll an autooratle Gavernment, we wolld #iok
e asied to eoter tbls allisoce whih ber just the same  JIialy
Il L lessor Lowers of Earepe, Japao Lo the Ovtent! 1 fact,
all of the countriesy with whorn wae ars o entar into alliancs,
exoept Froooe and newly revalutlonized Kussio, are stll of the
old onder—and It will be getherally cobceded that oo ofve of them
hay done ay much far s people b the solution of tonoleipal
problema aud io securing socinl and mdwsrlal relorms a8 Gerw
maany.
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Iz it pot o remarkable democtacy which lenmias Ieself wlth
piltes Already fav wverwmakbching in streogeh tle deriian nniicn
and Lol out Go sech belenguered nation thoe hope of pence only
ot the priee of giving op by Qovertiment? T am net @lRing
poww of the merlts or demeriby of any govornment, bot T o
spaakiox of o profesdicn of Jemoerncy ot Ly iinked o aetion
with the mast bl and domdneering vee of mttaccatie power,
Ave tho peeplo of this cpuniry being so well represeated 1n this
WAY mwovement thut we need to go ahrond to give anocher pegple
control of their government? WIL tha President and the sap-
porters ot this wapr PUY sabmit Ik to o vote of the peeple Bolove
the declarntion of war gocs lote effect? Tntll we ore willing to
4o that, it ly becomes us to offul 09 oo exquzs {of oy odib-y
lato the wor the unsupported clubm that thizs wor was foTced
Npon the German peopio by their Government * witheut thelr
pravioug knowledge or approval?

Who hna regletered the nowledge or approvel of the Aperls
oy peodle Of the contde this Congress 19 collet opon fo tnka
In declaving vwar npob Gerwmany?  Hobidit the questlon to the
people, you who support I You whe support it dare net do Jk
Tor you know thot by o vote of mota than fen ba gne the Aoerican
people a8 a Lody would register thelr declarntlon agninst 1,

1n e aeuss that this war 19 belog foreed opon our peepio
without their koow!ng why and wlthoat thele approval, and
that wikg ave vzanlly fotéed upon all peoples tn the somwe ooy,
there §2 sooge teuth o the statergent ; bat T veolure to =ay Uult
the rezponse which the German peodte bave teade b tha de-
mands of this war shows thot It bas o Jegree of popular sup-
it which the wor upan which we are vpbering hus not amil
oaver will hove amwoog our people. The espionage Kilks, ha
conscriptlen bills, nnd other forcible milfkaey measficos nehlcoly
we upderstami are Beaing ground nat of the war machine In this
countty 18 the corplete proot that those vespimsible for rhis
war {gar that it g oo pepular support and that armies anM-
rieot te satisCy (e Jepgand of the chtente nllled con mok T e
oryitxl by veluotary enllstaments
‘TH ErEXTE ERVIETYAD AUMICH LiA¥E LED UP I0 TUHE PREESEST EITHATTOMN.

I dasire ar this point o review ag beiofly ns posslblo, ot with
nbaslote accuracy and Tnlriess, the ovents securcing slpee the
coimmoencement of e present Eoropean war, which  hiata
brought ug £ the very brink of war with the Gorman Topiee.
I enter upon this tosk the mare foeely bhecause every fnot ta
which I refer Is undlaputed, and the avents I Rhall pelate are
#o Fresh in the minds of every Sepntor that U T ehonld éer o
ooy partbenlor I will no doubt be quicthly corrceted.

1. WITR TOR CiTSEY OF TEE m-:%”mw“ IN ECECED WO EATE 505144

¥hen in the middle of the =ammer of 1814 the great wae
broke out I Europe par relntlone with avety ame of the nn-
fortunate countries involved were n-every wny foiandly. 1t iz
true that many years before we hind had sowe Aiferences with
France, but they hod tong sliece been adjusted, aud we el
m&rﬂ the French peanle and toward the Joverument of Frunce,
anrk republicnb fu forn, pothlog But slocere amwd EIRter-
satef friandship, With Enpland the sitaation o= a tlette dif-
farent. We had fought tvo bioody wors with Boglapl—ome Go
obtain sar ibdependence 18 & peoDle, And luber the War of 13512,
Witk the conses and consequences of which wa wee 8l faniliar,
But the tles of race and Inmgiage sid long commercial assoel-
atlen hod taoght w2 60 forget much In Eritsh comlucl nd
diplomiey which wo have felt wos wrong and nofale In her
dealings wlth vz sod with otber countrica,
HEIE—=1T108
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Witk Zermony lilewise oar relations were friemlly. Mony
hundreds of thoeszoonds of the subdects of Germiany had emnd
grated {o thie conntry, and they aml rhetr descemlonts had
glhewn Wenselves to be in overy way most worthy nnd destruble
eltlzns.  Tha great ©ivl War which sivedl thie Uniol wag sues
cesmid lrgely thrangh ihe services reiuberes] by Gormandg, both
ar gfllcers and 88 men seeving lo the ranks. B A, Gouald, in
& work deating with seme pf the phoses af the Civll War,
awl prepaked soam after itg clewe, annmng ofher things, pres
sented & téble of the relative number of Ioreign-born spldisps
i thoe Upoton Army. I gquote from thot tabde na follows;

BEogllal wrmee— —— o
Caundian
HL

Gormman__.
All wiber farelgn borw R - A | 1

Later ond toote corefll investigation of the statlstdes show
that chore weba In rénlity 21600 pative Germing ln the Trion
Army, 1od, besides thle, more thon 300007 Unlen soldlecs who
with barn of Gertian parentis,

More thap onehalf a mlillon oF the men whe carried tha
modket to Meep this Qoverument of ours wnelivlded wpon the
map of the world were men who are Dow having theal ptriots
imm nod loyalty to thiz country guesticie], with secrotservlos
men Jogeing ibelr [outsteps.

Wha does nor repwioher, amony the most nilaot abd distlos
guished offieces In the Tolon Army, Schoez, Sigel, Rosecrans,
and scaves of otbery? I |3 well to vecall alse thot when Pragi-
dent Tioeoln lesued hig enll for voluntsers they vyolunteered
ack raore larguly frem the German-settled Btates of the Middls
West thoo from ke wer-mad 3iates of the Enst. Is hlstory
fo repoink 1(2elf?

The Germng poople, cither in this counkry o i the fathar.
land, need uo tribvte from me of [pom anjone elze. In what-
ever latal they have lived they have laft a record of conrage,
lopatty, henepty, and Ligh ideals eecond to po poaple which
have over iohaldte] this earth slpee the dawe of Watery, IF
the Gorman people are less lKely fo be swept off their fert in
the present ctlsis than semae othor notionalitles, 1t is due to
twa [arts. In the Gesc place, they have o Hvelier appreciatlonm
of what war moenns thon has fhe averige houorlenn, amd, o the
gevond plode, Qerman spenking mnd readlng people have had
BT opportuntty to ger both sides of the preeenl tooiroveray,
whish po one could posslbly have, why bas depended for his
infornation solely on popers printed In Eaglich aond Eoglish
punlleatlons

I hava znid chat with the zanesce of the present war we hova
nerling te do Thitt fa trne. We cormdoly are oot responaible
for it. It opiglunted from coees Beyomd the sphers of oor
{oHuepee aAnd ovtgdde the realm of our responxibility. It e
ot ioudtmizsible, howvever, o sy that no responsible Dareators
of the ovents willeh have led up to thils grentest of all wars hay
folled to held that the Gorermment of efich covntyy enghged in
it 1s nt fanlt for It. Fer tny own part, I bolteve thoat this wor
lie wenrly il others, originoted in the selfsh ambiden and{
ernel gread of a comparntively few man if esch Gloternment
whe saw b war D opportunity for proft and power far them-
pelton, and who were wholly Indifferent to the awigl sn¥ering
they Encw that war would bring to the masses. 'The Gumaan
people bad teen trupht to belleve that seoner or Liter war wag
Inoviteble with Tngland nmd Fraoes and probably Evasla aliled
agoiogt her. I t5 wodortunatedy trne that thers was muoch in
the sccret Jplomacy of the Fents imumliately preceding the
breaking ant of the war In 134 to afford fontdotion Lox snch
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bellef. The secret tredty betwien France aod ¥oglapd fox tha
paltition of Morocso, while wwaking a public trenty wwith Ger-
mity, the feromd of wililch were diamettically opposite fa thess
of the secret treaty, did much to acsuse the snsplcion onod
hoetllity of the Germah neokle tovcard both Frooes and England.
I doubt If the diplomutie hisiory of poy of the natlons of the
earth 1o ejvilized tinwea cam =how 50 repochensible, so digs
honest, s¢ perjurcd o revord oe the Moroccan pffadic brlogd
home to the Jdoors of those who weln respomsible for that
Morocoan trenty, fhe diplomatle ngents of the Frepeh umd the
Euglish Governments,
Think of If, Mr. Presllent! Germoan eibizens had aequlred
property aa individgn! parebazstz I the pPleh mineral Soidz of
- Morormr, A breaty wias entercd inky boetwean Bogland, France,
And Gernmay which protected ail the ioteresis of all those whe
gigned the treuty, Then Fraace nod England éxeented o tronty,
cortaln provislons of which were pot pohliyhed when the reaty
was published, By ithoe terms of these aecret grovisloos German
anbiprise wag to be drlenn out of Morecce. Matk you, I was
ot the le of Frauce and England—it was vot even the Gov-
ernments of the respectve couttries—whilch were gulliy ot the
ETAEL WTOng corlhittod agninst both Maroera aod Senonar, hut
Tesa thao a halt dogeo ambittons, iotrlzuiog diplonoks, whe
mamie the secret pinn to divide Moroecd bet'wesn Fremce ond
Spelp. Germnoy was to ha thrown out.  Englond backed np
Fronee and Spnio in the distepatahle deal and recedved for her
part of the swag the relingpizhmept by Franca of sl rights
which she hod thoaeetofore olaimed in Epppd. It was oot untll
those focta came out thal real hostide Ieeling Detween Germany
sod Englaned bepnn to develoh.  Hereln history @il fnd the
teal catiee for this war. Fogland would tolerdte ne comterelnl
rivalry. Germany would pot =abmlt to fsolation,
QF thia inchdent Mr. W, T. Stesd, ino the Heview of Heviews
for Decernber, 1011, had this to soy:
We wore oedtly 10valved 1 the stupsmdous ceimzirophe of o gl
He wor with 1he grealest of 811 the wotld powoes 10 00047 10 epabla
rabod to tear up the irealy of Algeciraz by takiog pevsession of the
Ewpirs af Merozco, whose lodepetdence and intourity we wers pled ged
Jend. It 19 oot lo oor lokeredt to make opyer fo FioRd 0 vas
domsln In neriberm Alrlca. * * % Tho fact remalts thit o order
tn pal Franee ip poeoesslen of Moreeog we all but weot v wor with
Guu.:ji. W haFe s@en wak, bt we have not escapnd the naiorat
II:EI? pomity of the Qelmasd T m A bl mE 8
beaale Jodicucal of 1t fem Bl o wdf S sty T, g
Eﬁf‘nﬂﬁ;ﬁpmmmm‘am ibe peace of the world e the unforcpmates
et that Eir Edward iréy hag been dominated hy men at the In-ml.gn
ofire who haliere @l funsldsratong mest e suberdluaded o the
Py i g e U A M GO R
tmampled underfoot. 1 spenz tbaf af T e
Thig is bt one of the panoy inktanccs that illosirate the chap-
meter of the diplomacy which bas teen comducted In Eurepa
during the last few yeard, and it la 1 thia kind of diplomasy
that o9 most bocome o partoer also if wa become » party 10 the

war,

My, KNOX. Mr. Presidest——

The PREIIDENT pro temapors, Duen the Sepator from Wis-
epugin wield to the Senator from Pannaylvaniny

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. 1f ik does not dlvert me from tha
courss of my remarks,

Mr. ENOX, It Iz meTely to a5k o question. From whomn wna
the Senntor rending? I dId net éstch the nire B the Ssnator
piated It

Mr. LA FOLEETTE. It was from William T, 3tand,
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A celebhrnted Eazlishmam, S John Fizher, a3 a delegate
to e of the ourly Hngme coferonees, s cvedited] with havibg
sield: )

14 emar of wae I shagld Lete only omo niw, even 3 I had to vlolnks
nruby ooe of the walez Eald dewn rlf-f the &eue conferstite—to win. ¥
dlplewiats cam megolidla aftareeasds. o The Inceitable Wae'" bE
Fraocls Doelnsisl. b

Sich were (he Ifeals the people of Sarepe Imd been cavght
to Dolel in preparatlon for tha grenk war.

¥, CNGLASD'S LETLUOLCIIOY OF FHE DECLACGATION {tF TOYDODN.

1 Angenst O, 2914, apd withio a few dnse after the Decloning
of the wor, Secrotnry Bryan throtzh Ambassdor Poage inguived
whetler Tzl woull agree that the naval warfare shoolil e
coTHIucksd nemamting T the declacation of Tondop.

At the spme tiue ghe serae Inguley was addeessed to Hee
tespective Governimwilss of the warrlng coautries throtgzh e
ambageadors at St Peterchary, Parie, Berlin, sod Viegno, Tha
ingquiry addresen] o Great Britalt wa o= follows:

DICFANTUENT OF STAIE,
TFaahttrton, Adwdauet & LI f oo wr

Mr. Brran lostoncts Mr, Tage to Ioquirse whether the Bpitlsh Qorerns
mrat in willog to neeee tant Har laws oF paval warlare we Intg Jdown
kr the destzrotien of Loodop of 1IROD shpll be appllcable fo panal st
fove wduring tha prosedt condict in Bureape, provided that the Gorern-
mente with whom Qeene Deltaio 15 or ray e ot wer alo ogree be ey
applieatiop, Mr. Bryan farther bpwiroets Mre. Pogn fo state chat the
Gﬂnrnmmt of the CUofteyd Frates wlivves thot oo stecptancn of those
Totry by the pelligrvcuts wanld prevenmt seave mlanodersthodloga which
ity Oclae ma te the celstious hetwoen aeotral povers sod the wolllg-
eranla.  Mr, Prpat adds thot i earnerthy hoped thet thia {oguivy may
recelre favorable copaidalotion,

etmany And Austria promptiy ceplied Lhing they swoall be
bound by the declnration of Loadse. T quote the réply of eneh

ANEN AN AN AT,
Fichno, AWiNal M, INe—d po .

Yaouur August Ot At Rsa el Covernieedt Base  srbebsd
ele foperd te obrerve wpipolations of Jeclarntion of Laodoa nu npplied
to trarnd oz wall as land warfare doeing peesent ssafiler, condldonnl oo
Ve cbmarsised an perl of the ememy, E

X FIELDN,

AbERIUAX RAPASHT,
Botlin, dugddt 22, JTE=—I2 wldodight,
Hr. Gerard refere to depoctwoedi’™s Augudt 10, & B, 0, il saye by
Aygoest M), 1 &, m. l.rii war of Coprulngep, akabes thak the {armon
Gorernment will appiy (he declarntion of Loddon, provide] its provikiopa
are bt difpegardad by other belllierents,

Russio and Franee walted to hear from Englaod.  Ambagspdar
Fage fioally transmitted Eungland's reply on Avgust 27, 1814,
That roply, omitting tha imoiaterlel paxts, woas e folbows :

T bowm the heour b0 lpfeTm your erceilemcy (hat Hla Majesty's Goy-
womcat, whe mtluch grost lwperTiznce (g the views eXpressed In Fouar
excillency's note AP sehoaled Ly & keen dealre t0 codmlT &G far
poszible the imtereats of gentral <ouplries, bave given thiy Gxiier the
B Gl Smion, (b, bou Fhptic, i, Ralns it

are de [ ETH o

“'m'i,t o cerialo mud%?:atlm- abd additivos wllch they jodpe lodis-
pensable ¢t the cliclent condoct of thelr bavil operadoDsE. A deiadled
explenilfen of thesr additlons ood modidcatietd I8 cobialoel Lo the

larloss] plemorandum.
THC Decey otepe to carry the sbove decislea folo afect hnve now

Tesn tukoeh by the Ixspe of en grger io cbuncll, of which I bavw the henor
10 lhclmee mﬂlﬂ hereln [Gr FoOT excellency's” nformeklod aml for traos

mlsalen to Fodl Governmwnf.

The madifeations and additions quoted which Great Britaln
made ta the declaration of London were mo cowpleisly sub-
gergive of the essentlal principles provided by that declpratlos
thet pothiing wns left to do except to treat the Brigdsh apawer
s A refugnl to e Dound o soy material respect by the declara-
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thox of London, and sccordingly on QOctober 22 1014, owe Qo
eroment replied ny fOLIOVR

Inpmeiuch as the Orlbsk Goveroment comsider that fbe ooenditiepy gf
the pregent [Swropesn comilict maale W imposwble for them to kootDl
wibgnt modlfiatlen the dectarntion of Toodon, ron ore requesied to
onferm T10s Malevty's Gorernoent thal 1a the docometsoees the Qe
orirwsd 9F fho Tleited Btafey fecls ohliged Lo wilthdrow ite swgmestion
thot the declacarlan of Towvdow be gfopie] sy a iruporu:;ir code of
paval whrknre te bkt phfecves] by belbigetenis agd ogwlcals url:ngi the
pre=eut wir; Phal thoerefers thir Guverpnieat o]l inslst {hat the righta
nadl dutles of tho Linlied 3oaten atd dts citlzeos Io the present war e
dellaed by the cxistiog rules of nlernationat Inor aod ha breallen of
the T-nlbtel Hiapem Irrtsqennvu of tba provisloar of the ddegtaratlop af
Landen - nmel dhik thld Gevernent tessrvis i Jieeli the right to eater
a prolekl or Jdopoandd 18 ewch vaxe 1o which thowe righie ood dbties s
dellga] are buluzeal o Lhelr [zes aserelpe Inderferad with bp the -
sbarities of 110s Iirftasole Aufesly s Goveroment.

LAKBI%E,

Thus woia tha et step Pakten o thol patliless naval wheface
which hay sloee horvifked the <ielixed world, Fhus ALl Goeal
BriLnin initiate her ngval worlaes, and icduce bor allles e do
the =ntoe. by cepndinling the rules of novad seacfore and tha
rights of vewtrols npodg e = which had Doetr doclared wnd
aeread G By the roplesenlatised of nl (he mrent powers of the
world, fnednding onr oo OF cowese, 1t t8 well wnulerstopd
thot the moverunmnls Dad met ratifled §l hgb thejr veprescoda-
thves had fpreea] bo BB

Me, KEOM, Me Presidept——

Ths PRESIDENT pre tempora. Dows the Booater ot Wis-
congln wieslyl t b Senator Goom eulsylvaniny

. LA FOTLETTE. I certainly Jdo.

Mr, KNON. It the Intereet oaly of accaracy, mny I usk, do
I unulerstnm] the Benator to gtate that ull of the povwets had
ogreed to the decluration of LovwlonT Is that correel?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE 1 stofml thut 1he veprezentatives of
pll of He powers hod ghoned ond neeasd B BE

Me. KNOX. But it had aot besn rattled by the govera-
ments,

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. It had not been. I hnd aleoady ga
ptaied before tha Scnoter fram Pennsyivonln rose.

My, KNON, Did the Semtor ztate speciBenlly that Greal
Britaln bad never eatifiedd the declaratlon of London?

M. LA FOLLETTE I did not; but I new state that faet.

Mt ENON, The S3enator 50 understandds 167

Mr. LA FOLLETTE., T o wvlerstnd §E; but T =ay that tha
repreceptatives, the eollghteoed men whe were gant there by
their respective povernuents, o Lhe calmness of the Jalibern-
tiows of that asgepibly wrote the declimmtion of Lowvden #y tha
expression— the epdipghtened, hamnpe expreasion—of the rmalea of
warfare basal Npod iaterpational ann g they goderstosd] (L
ond that fea! nod formual eathiflontton by tha governnents Iad
o been coosuioTucied Jo:2 not change chac fact.

This case of oars o going iote this war wIiil not be tried by
hBistory upon techiithlibes, bok wpoo great fpodamental, noder-
Iring priaciples, and the dedaration of Leudot wag the expres-
giap=the ovddticotion of 1he wWoll-coftlod amd aoropbed pritciples
of internationol law on the eubjects covered reloting to navol
warinre by Lhe ipest advanced governments of the world,  And
the Government of Gertugny that 13 arcaigned heme oviry hooe
#a the meat bleodthirsty Cororoment on earth, resposdiop te
the 1pgRiry of our Governoment, agresd that sbe would suspend
ar wipe out Bar right 1o the uea of the sohmarion n confore ey
with sur suggestionas provided that the rales laid Jown lo the
Londen derloration were adbered o by g1l of those who had pa
ticipated in It axdl wha were thet partied to the war

Mr, STONE. M. President——e

M 3E—ET1%E
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Tl PRESIDENT nro tempore.  Dogs the Senalor Irom Wia-
eon:ln Flold to the Sentator from Missanrei?

My, LA POLLETTE. I rleld for o question,

e, STONE. The question 1n snggested by whot the Senator
from Peansylvanta [Me, Kot ssked the Sonator from Wis-
consin, whether the Government of Qreat Dritelo bod ever
raliflinl the decliratien of London. DHd the Goverowmoot of
Grant Rritnfh, of any othar of the governments pavtizipading o
the conferene, rejoct that declazplicn ¥

e BA FOLLETTE. I telieve thwy never did. I think I am
stitprly snfe 1 saying that they had never refected or disaflrmed
the act of thelr reprezentatives in the Leodon confervence,

For roasons which peeome cleprer as we ndvaoce 1t miited
Engiand s poticy {0 dlsregard the reles of sivilized nava! wae-
fare ax the satnd wore eodified god elearly set forik In the
dectsentlon of Londoa and rever: to tbat indefialte ond coa-
Nlcting body of precesdents called 1nternntingal Iaw, In which
ean L found adthority for doing anfthiog you hove the power
te o
The declntotion ¢f Tomisn, promualgated In 1009, n= [ have
atated, wns the work of the pecredlted reproscntatives of the
lepdior nutlons of the world, who met ip Londan ot England's
reqirest  Amncog the antlons representsd were Germony, the
United Rintes, Avsteln, Rnssin, France, Great Britain, Tealy, -
Jepan, Holland, apd other Tending nadops. The wary had bheen
prennead for Bueh a Ereat cobferepts Ly the variens Hopoe
gomventions and the dlzemssions theceln, The sentlment of
the civilized worid derounded such a conference, aml twe natlons
af the world aceepted the Jdeclaraifon of London ax béing the
bext amd meoat humnoe stobemceot of cthe rgley of paval wayfape
which coold e prepardl The very ezt parazeaph of the
deelaration lu-

The plgBabaTy prweta ate agveed lo deglaylof fint the tnbew coo-
lalped Vo tbe Bolbow ke chojpters vortespopd In seubatanes with the geo-
¢Iﬂ.]]_‘f n-tu:.gu:srd pl'lnuln]os af Inh,-,rnptrrmm [N 1N

Artiole &5 pravisled, " the prarlslang of the present declieatlon
form an odivisible whole

ALLT EFEiEMIN'S 4CTIONM WADR RELSGLF I¥EVITADLE.

Wihen, tersfors, Seeat Bripaln mode woste paper of this
decloration, ns she i enrly in the wir, it oneht oot to hove
been AMiFeult b0 have loressen the juerltable resnlt. There npe
B Tew aimple propositlony of inlerrotionol law embodied in the
declaration of London to which In this onnectlon 1t 18 impor-
tant te coll abteokion. Ooe = that ¥ o blecknde mrst be Timited
to the ports and ce:sts belonglag to or gocupled by the anemy,”
(Heo art. 1}

That oz been [ofeenational Taw ever since wa have had o body
of ingeroaflonnl cules called Indtcrmadooal 1aw, aod that waos
exprozgsed In the Londoan deelarotion, which =az jsited in by
the reproscnbotives of Grent Britalo. I that had been adhered
to, oo declaratlon faking this cosptry inip the wor would be
befare wx this nfternaon

I cepoat tk Ooe of the declorntione rends as follows

A blerkads most be Noolled (o the poTtd and coawte belonglog to or
accufled by the «Dem¥. (Hes art. 1)

Anotlier is that o bleckade in erder to be blnding upon aog-
one myst he * milotained by o force suficieatly large to pres
vent arcoag 30 the enemy coast” (See ark 23 Not by aows
ing Lhe cpep Sea with dendly combnet mioes, but by 34 force
whirh shodl maintaln the Liscknde of the ports. {See art. 2.)

Anotbar 1a that a blockade most nnder no sivcutosinneas bar
accesa Lo the ports or to the coasts of nevtenl counirlen
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The press of 1A oty s attemptad, from the very he-
giening, to show Lhat tha Gomernment of the Oojted Seates
durtng the Clvil Wor set up nd establlghal procedents that
violpted the proposition cnunclated in Hwe stotement which 1
have fost pend. A dectslon of the Supreme Court o thie soun-
try—ang It is to the lionor of Amevice that K ond be recited—
denled to this Goverpuent, when 1t wus fizhting for R exs
itteges 1o the CLvIL War, the cight to stop Lhe shipmant of gooda
from Engtund up the 1tio Geaoda (o be landed ot the ¥exican
gide, buk veally thoteofrsr (o be transported across to Browns
v[le, Tex., fof the beucdit of the Seuthern Confalerncy. AR
opluien wos wrilten by the Bgpeenee Couct that selll dhrilk with
Toide oyory Amesican brart, At that tlme, Mr. Prestdent, the
court must have heen nmler every temptntlopn which can be
mitde to appem to the homan heare o shave and shade LEa views
b tnoet the exigepcles of our Government, but ogninst e 10«
tersgts of thiz Covernment ond ln vindicotion of the principle
of Inw oecezaary o the mwaingenaoce ¢f 4 body of intecnational
rales to protect the vighis of opeatend commerce and muiotpin
peace betoesn neutral batlons nnd belligsventa they deaisd the
joteresty of thly Cyvernment i thot perllons hour Akl sus-
tnined the vight of the ownoars of the vessel, Thim i8 Ehe Lold-
1o in the Peterhoi® case {5 Wall, 28).

Another important servies rendersd by the decigration of
Lomdon te a sivllizod world wos the clear sonteruent it furnlshed
of artictes which wers eonbraband, conditlonal contzobond, nod
those which widic B0 ciltumstnoees could e declured <ontia-
hand.  (Hoe acts 22 to 27.)

Talk abkout moling war, aboot huvling this Soverament inta
the botlomiess pit f e Enrgpean cowdict o asinin the pria-
tlples of fnterutionel oy amder which we hove sufercd the
lozg of mome ships ood soma homarn Uves, when Englamd, by
fier course Im rejecting the Jechvatlon of Londom and In Lhe
mtinner of cotulneting e naval warfare, has wiped out the
citoblished rules af Ioteenagionnl law which had growo up
throngh tha eentarted and opencet the pacinrny awmd set s wpon
the road we live follonal stenight bo fhe proccedinze which
ehgnge the attentlon of the Bennte thiz afternoon.

EREGLAXD OFEETORYED LAW OF COXTOANAND.

The distinetion bebweorn acbiclea that ore conteaband and
these thar are comlivogal centraband and free ia well woder-
stood. I will bob trestass muwn the time of the Sonate o (is-
et it Articles which nre contraband ate nlwnys Hable to
capture by ome beiblgerent i1 showo to be deslioed to territory
belonglng tn ov occupled by the enety, or iF it was destined 6o
the armed forces of the onerny, bo mntier to what porticuler
port the cooirabpnd might we biled. Of thie clasa, aceorilog
to the declaration of Landon, were atl kiuds of nring, amhont-
tlon, projectilas, powder, elothing and syuipment of purely o
milftuty characier, and oflwr wrtiches geml exclasively for war
Conditlonnl cootrgbaod was not liable to eaptnre 1€ boosd far
A neuteal port, st 0 xny cose the goverowent assepiing the
pight to¢ capture it ets=0 when Lt wag maving dlrect to the
spamy conutry, wng ohliysd to pr'ove that It wia destloed Ior
the use of the ¢nany attuerl forces nod oot te the dvllian popd-
latlon, Chonuliciviaal contraband, according ta the declaration of
London, Includesd foml of all kioda, olothing, weblclea, tools,
aod & vast wultitade of other thing® enumeroted which, while
ther might ¢ ured Ly (he aroed ferces, were al%o suaceptible
of use by the cleillsp popnlntion. Goaoda on the freo list omald
move unlilndered to the cheriy eountry in either direct or Indl-
rect irede,  Among the articles on the froe list, necordlog fo tho
declerntion of London, wae-paw cotton, woal, sabatamtioDy all
other raw maberlals, ond & greet veeiety of other articlea oo
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aur:r',- For o clviliap pepolatian. Gands Frop 1he ensny coantry
could vot o stopped, except by an sfective blockade.

Therg 18 ne #3cope from [wge pronoaktiond, They are (o be
found o0 every wotrk npen internetional lnw, appeoved hy every
court that hag ever passed ypon e Questlony relating to contra.
band, a5 #howi: by 20 ubbroken tae of dectslons,

As tate pa tke Beor TWar, Lord Sallshary—oow get thiz Inis
Four pings If yonr atienlion hng 0ot been dlvected to 1L before—
whon ngked the nosltion of tee Britlsh Goverhiment repnrdiny foods
giulfe, whizh weta and nlways Dod been sonditlonsl spnteabond,
Lopl Sollsbury #aid:

Trordrtals with o hestle deftloation can bo vooaldored codtrohatd of
war unly 1f they ire ult;?ljul Lor ke fOeTF'd fotced It 1s oot sufche-nt
thnt 1']1.|-_Lu.re capahle of belog so weed ¢ it wuzt be sllowd that thils wie
0 fact helr doctlnetion 2 ihe Hme of the goiznrs, (Hales Amerbesn

Rlybts At B, 1 1L

Ig the very Avat dnya of the wnr with Germoay, Great Britadn
gof asMle and reversed this wed-eztallished rule nomaonced by
Lard Sntishmry o5 (o foulstulfs, Hod ahe sbersd that role of
low Germany would have reccived fond for hor elvilion popula-
tion thenizh nowtral merehontmen and our oeotral <OmMmMeros
woold bok have been aitpcked by Germon submarines.  How,
thot 8 tha way Llstory 13 golbg to record i, Senators, That 18
the uedispubsd £facet aod there s oothiog £15¢ 10 be sald abeut i,
It hos plensed thess who Lavs been conducting thia spinpaigm
throuzgh Lhe presas to moke o jumble of the 1ssues, undl the pub-
Li# sevn nothing, thinlks of nothiog but the wrongs cofnmitoed By
tha Germon submariie, atd béars tothing koows sothiog of
wrongivog of Begland thag fovced Qermany to take the cown s
sl hax tapen or enbratt fo the eolowinl sterving of her civillaz

populntlon.
Gee NECTLAR RTGLTS GET AGI0E

HNow, I waitt b0 repent s I6 was our ehyolnte right a8 o pentrol
to ghip foodd to the poopls of Germany. That 18 o posttion thae
we hove fgught far through all of our history, The coryespond-
anca of every Recretury of Atote in the history of ook Govertiment
who hafhean 28Hed wpod to dén] with the righis of our veubtral
tomroerse n3 bo Eoodeiuils is the posdtlon etated by Lord Salts-
bury, joat quoted. He was in line with all of the precadents that
we hod origlooted nod estabiished for the talntenatics of metienl
"rightz upon this subisck

In the fzat doya of the war with Germany, Great Britnin et
aglde, 50 for 08 her own eccnduct was coocerped, o1l these rales
ot clvillzed noval woarfore,

According to the Jeclgeation of Loordot, ng well 8 the s
of Jpterpntlena! law, thers eonld have been oo interforanca in
trade between the United Sitotez end Hollawd or Zsundionyia
srd othar countries, ercept In the case of shipy which could
be proven to carry ohsolube contpphond, Jiks amme ond amraung-
tlon, with uwifkmate Geroian destloabtlon. There coudd have
been no Interference with the invportation inte Germaoy of Aoy
goods on the free list, stich ag cotion, rubber, and lildes, There
could have peoperly beeo po ioterferenoe wikh our expoat to
Germany of aoyihing on the condldoenal coptraband 1fme, 1lkw
flour, greln, and provislons, umlesa it conld be proven by Eog-
iond? that smh shipments were lotepded for the use of tha
Oermen Army. There could ba no Inwful Spfecfarence with
foodstotts intendad for the civilinn population of Clermnny, and
11 those foodeinfls were shipped to other conotries to Y-
shippad to Garmany, oo queston eould be rnisad that they wora
dot Lotewded for the dse of the clvillan populotion.

It ix Wl to rocall et thig point our riZhis as declared by
the ddcdarcation of Loandon and as deslared withont the declara-
tlon of London by setiled principlea of ioberpationnt law, for
wr hove dorlog the prezent war bectme 2o need te having Great
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Belteln utterly disregand ouc righis on the high rens that we
bawe renlly forgotten that we hove ooy, 48 far oy Great Britain
ond ber allica oré conderned,

{ireat Britaim, by what she called her medlBeations of the
reclavation of London, shifte] gumis from thoe free 1is€ to the
wonditionol eontrnband ond cookraband Yigta, feversed the pre-
sumpiion of destlootlon for clvillan popilation, ool abolisled
the prineiple that @ hlockade to exiat at ol rnusi o effortlte,

EBdwio F. Clapp, professer of economles of the Newt York
Troiversity, in 13 ook, Economic Aspects of the War, Je-
seribea the eftnatlon nptly. 1t I8 sapported by oll the authorl-
ties, b I quote from el ¢

The medilesllons [of ibe declaratlon of Igndom] were sobrersiye
of the principtes of the declaration to which they wers ottachel,  Thedg
mullfcntlond, supplcmetled BY 4D UDeTAPled extenslen of the Eriteh
conbmband lsr apd finafly by what ouT Goferdmebt olla ao LE
Hockade, have been England's owrtled of 0XiToising oraolulc pressura
:ﬂ]ﬁ &rm:ﬂr and, decarxsaplly, YDen kil Deuknil netlone Chak trade

Arain the snouwe author zaye:

This avtlon atepped oor divect trode with Germany, It mighl apposc
thet poods oo the (cus Dt ould <00 viaee, Homes of e A0 v,
irofa frew 10 coobrwbagd. Prople Teared f0 ship the olhers lesp they
mhould be 2o listed while sh[?.s wire gl {he ogtom, aud ihe goudd Lnade
gubject to selzure,  [roctloelly woellilog bad Deen shipped to Gerwa@y
from thie country Uut eolivn, ol WL was oot ship, vol]l Dhocember,
In belated respomzr bo tle iRslSleDee oFf s0Uthern Hepotors owl 9l
Anerican husioers Interesta which e faood thomselver grarely qboi-
Tl by the cesantlon of cotiva ghipoelis, Great Brliain foally mode
a clear :talijn’mant that this purticolar cemwytity would oot be copsld-
ared cpptraban.

Ho miaeh for ditect trade with Gérmany. There was attll o metlnd
by whith w¢ ghould bave been able to paport our poods And Jiechar
oy menttal obi=otions to (Tude with Goeroaoy os with Eoginod.  Wa
might bare carrled oo 1l fTade rla oeptrq] poris ke oCierdpn or

T 1, from which the podde nilght have beep BRITPEU Co GETINARY.
Thie veclaratun of Lomdod allews & Belligecrut o igtellere wifh o
whipment betweon two oeUtal perie ooy Wioen 1 cobsistas of shaplinte
coptraband for epem¥ teetltory. Lopditivoal ooirabapd so hoviog
Iy Dot even Le Euapectad. e order b coudell chaaped thls, 1t
exteuded |he e mbtentlon of capiuciog conditiooal snotraband o o
mavieg to ooy even throogh a oeotrol port. Al s cxplalomd,
conditlvasl cootrobend wae sizable {f Jertloed to anfooe io Getmaoy !
1t was not comdltiogal bt Absolgie

The Boitlih netiab, braldes stopping onr trade with Germany, bairing
qolr & eortain amoopt of indirecl trade carried op wlEk yruch dboulty
and d v, subfectod to crmye Jeril gur comverces w)Lh ofher oeutrais.
The Dzrlﬁah ronirabond Wt were exiendsd g0 Iopldly bt (00D flinost
ne important ardcle of cotinieroe with nentrats woas free (pog Aelzqre
by Enpland, who sospdctod evirIFting oo theie Thely An beog of posuibla
d’:\mu destination, BY thess Dittbeds DHEIAR] Draposs) to alakve tha
clvillan popuistisn af many wod destioy medtral feade.

#, RNCLAND Aciiy DpdTIKER AQL RIQUEST T COXRTET AL NAVAL Wil
FARD WITH SOME LbRirEsT Bl YEOTRAL MIARTA ANTN I 400000, N3
WITH MONE AITHARD FTINCIFLER, WHILE CRtMaANY AGLilF adcEFTs Uk
BYGARAT IR,

Now, listan to the statement of ficts under Lhet propoesitico:

On February 20, 1415, por Government, throagh Seerctaby
Erren, sddreased the followlog cormunlestlon to iha Govorn-

meant of Grant Brllain; .
: TEPALTMENT OF STATE

Weshinplon, Fobrwery #, MN5

Yo wiil plense deliver to it EQUanT Grey the fllening Llantic noba
which we are sandlbg Enpland and Grrmany :

In vlew of the mrmqulmlr!lu which bax pegsed between thln Govetne
mert and Great Britalp scd (Gereasy, resprctively, relative o the
doclarstion of o war zone by the Gelimat Admieslty and the uee of
neutre]l Hags Ly Fritieh medchabf vesreld, thls Government veoiorew
&3 expreAL Ea pe that the two bellignreat Goveraments sy, throngh

gk ] Ond o haeie for apreement which will rellows
peutral ShIDE nm e pezeefnl romoweree From the gront depgsera
they wlil ey 1% the Bigh sear adjecent to the coocdd of (Lo

Trhirh
. halligerents. .
','Ef: Gavernnwent of the Unibikd Thiten cetpactfolly = tx that an
mpreepeent o terme like the fellowliog mwight be oobered Ioto, Thia
B oo s pot o be reoiardml 45 In 40y venze n proposel mads By

[ mept, For LE course folly recognlzes that HE 1@ oot b
poiviters to propose terme of agrecment between Great Eriinle nud
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Qeylany, o900 “”’""Q‘ the moibor ba one in wlhich 1 and the
peaple af Ihe Unitel Stotl ako dircetly vy ieeply Intereatml. T ke
oraTely ventaring (o take the lberty which it hopes may we ooonriel a
dlocers (rlendl dssiroua of smbarroselpg maoithed Hwutlon involved digd
of pervipz if 1t moay, the common interdwts of hiimanity. The couess
dutiood in ofersd I the bope lhat It moy dra@ (oTth the *lews and
elleik the suzgestioma of the Dritich and Zermap Q4vetBrabibs oo a
matter of capital fotssest to the whele wozld.

Mow, after ol that prefatory matter—which I might bava
omitred, I supposs, 6 anve time—we come to the propasithon :

Germety aod Great Mritaln to agree:

1. Thut poither will anw doating miges, whalher npon the Ligh
cema Or |o tecritorinl woters; that nolther will prant sm MEh aean
pachored mines, cXeRpl witkln ranacm TADEE borhore for dcfepuive
pUTpeM ohly; AR lh::j gll mives Foall bear 1he sbop of the Covarm-
meni plaoHog them pod be s constructed os to bacome harmless 1f sep-

ora from thelt wanclngs.

2, Thot nelthber w11 wee aybmarinea tp atiack merchant vesselz of
any |1:|;||:||1,|,-.|:||',_-EI exeept do enfores the right of vialt and amrch.

4., That rpch witl eequire ibeir respoctive merchant vemsels nat tp
we€ pentral Anpgk Doz 4be purpare of disguize or Toae de goerre,

feTmogy te DpTes!

That all impeciniiony of fosd or foodstu®e from the Elnited Biates
qaud feom puch olber peutral conwities as may ask 1t} iote Germany
ghall ke copslpoed to agenelea bo b deal tod by the Todted Siatey
Loveroment ; Lbat thess Amerlesn agenclen shall bhave ep charpe
and comtrtl wltheat [dieeferenin i Lle part of the Carvanw Gorerghied s
of the roceipt ptd divitiBglloo of swed imporbadions, aod yball dls
tribnte them soldly to ternll deqlers Learlypg iaasesd Tiop the Gormaw
doreroment «ottlons $hem ba yeceli¢ Aol Iprmlah soach ) Lopd-
ginde W poocembatanly only ; Wt any Tlolatien of the terma of the
retaliecs' NHoebxea ghall rorl s forfellore of Chele elghts to recelyw mach
fend nod fesdytaTs fvr fhle Pwpﬂét; o] Fhad sgch Lood gabd fvadsba®e
wll oot be n%umunud by the Gafmon Wevernmenkt for aby Lorpéar
whn teaover or ba divezBod for Lhe use af b ormed fopoes of Setwopy,

ficcut Trivala 1¢ agrce:

That fogd #pd Togdabula will nat be ploced o the nbhadldbe oom-
tratrand Tist; mod 1hat shipoents of soch commaoditles vl bt Le Snier-
fered with or detaloed bF Hritleh aethorltiea I coupigned o ogeoeies
destgoated by thi 1ted Hbnfea Geteroment in f5prmany 0pc the coopipt
Ao diatelg of auch cargoes to Ifommeed CGormmn Eetnllees Igr .1&-
sributlpn sotely to the noncombatant pepulation.

1p mablicing thla prepozed A of agreement this Soreroment doog
wot wish 1o be understacd] am ndmittlog or Jdeoylog ooy bellgeront o
meghrel right cetoblishoed Wy tha principles of [Oteroadsoal taer, bot
wold conalder the n.th:r.mr:ur, 1K uwnp&hh te the Intercste]d puwers,
B e, P o, SIS, e ) Rt e
Podified foem wotil Acuepted by this Government, & oo 9T I a

ik £5.4

Without quoting &t lengih the replies of the Goversrents of
Geormoany apd (Grent Priain, iE 1z sgffielent £6 say that under
dnte o Mareh 1, 1815, the Germon Goverbment replled sube
giantinlly ceeeding to the propesltion made by the Qovernioent
of the Tnlted States, and b Match I8 the British Government
replied avbastantially cefuzing to aceeds to our requesc, It
will b notedd that ot thlz time tve deadly sahmarioes of Gep
mapy and the cguolly deadly mines §f Grest Britaln had
remler:d the bigh seas datzerens o the llves of oll neatonls,
bat the FEnglish steanahip Laosftanie, Yawled with 6000000
reundlz of nmounltion destined for the Engllsic Avmy, had nog
Bevn 2unk whh the consepuent logs of Awerlcan lives, und the
duwiage to nentraly hnd twot haet heary compared with that
which they have since suffered. Hers ogaip the sole respgng-
billty Tor econtinulng Lhe unlawfol npavel worfpre must post
npin Greal Eritado and her nllles, Fermany, knowiog oz the
worhl Jdid not then knowe the passibility of destruction contaioed
in the subvmarite Drandh of kel navy, and at the risk of hejng
thenght wenl aud anxiows for ponce, offered ta neree i Cvest
BEritain pgod her nllies would do the snme, to those sapgestions
ot wurs wihich would bove uveided all tho acte of whith we
complain toa-day, '

EXGLARD IIAR N(T TIELOED T# OTR FROTGETS.

Tt 15 Bt ing purpose fo go (ofo detall ings the vlolatlone of

ont newatenlity by ony of the belligerents, Whils Germany his
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again ntd agnip ylaldsd be oot proveste, T do not mocall & single
instones in which o protest we hove anpde to Great Britaln
haa won for us the sliglwest consideratton, except Ior a ghoet
tme: Io the case of cotton, T wiT oot stop te dwvell wpoh the
wultbxle of minoer vielntions of onr ueamal rights, such s
seiging our mnils, vlolations of the negiral Bap, sefRiog amd
apprapriating cor ponds without the sk warkant of authorily
In law, amd impressing, selzing, and boking possesslon of ooe
vegeels nod puttiog them inte her ovwn eorviee. I Ldve o0bs
ptaekty, Awmerlenn citlzensg, Wwhe orguoired o company? Apd i
vested Inrge sowa of money jn the purchuse of ships 0 eDEage
n forddgn corrylog. Several gf thelr vezsels plrlog Botoeoon thae
Uolted Stotes awd South Anerlea wera eoptured almost ln onz
own terrvitorlal waters, taken posacssion of hy che Britlsh Gows
eroment, pructicndly coufiscoted, and puot ioto her ervice or the
porvies of her qdowfealty, They are there te-day, and that com-
pany 8 Lelpless, When they uppealed to our Department of
Eitaks they were ndvissd that thay might " dle" thalr napera
And were glven the further suggaation thot they could bire su
agoroey wnd prosecnte thelr cose in the Engllllsh prize courk,
The eompany 4id hire aa attoroer ond seor him te England,
atvl ha Iz thers now, ond hey Boen thern for almost o venx,
Eﬂnrﬁgm B0l Tedress, some rellef, some acdjusiment of

Il

Bot chose are Individnal cayes, Thero ate many otimre, AlL
these wiolntions have come from Great Britain and her gilies,
angd nre in perfest hairmony with Britoo's aditioond policy b
absolute moaeter of the zeas,

1 come pow, however, to one other event o the oavel policy
of Great Britxin during this war, which o my mind 15 abso-
lutely controlling npon g actlen we should fake opon the gues-
tion noder conelderaibion.

BHGLAND'S WINIRQ GP THR *ORTH Ak

0On the 24 of November, 18014, only three montha after the
beglvnlds of the wer, Eoglatd jstued o proclamation, the most
rothlegs apd sweeplor im LA violaden of oeutral rights that
op to thet time had svar poanabed frorn g civilized governmant
cogaged [n propcegting o war, annoyncing that on three daya'
notlee 811 vt the Morth Seu, free under iolermatlenal fww to the
teede of the worid, would be entered by otr merchant ships ag
thelr perll. Sbe besed bher actlon upon on asserdlon thot tha
(Gernun Government Lad been gcatlering mines iz walers open
be the world's commerae.

The materisl portions of it aro ns fallowa:

Doring the last wesk the Gormens bhave Scaktersd minca  Lodh-

ﬁnmnellghmt:be Dﬁl‘: mralnnl the myin trade ¥odbd B ADEEich bE
'I'EIDIIKI A The no of Lrelnmdg

- mm%murthqnt mlpa tre aj.rmd] been Howis uf, With Toms af
',

In B clﬁntfnmm lm. ng remard to the great nbarests e
trl:lm to tM Eritish Nary, m the all'et! uf peacalul coHmimEEcs OO
Lkl 0 the maintenpnoe within the Hmite of inbar-

mtlom uw of tTade bemten nediral conotries che Adwmiraliy fecls
it Retsdmary to udu Toeptlonal mensursn te 10 the novel

ared 2 Iltl. Iy afva,  Within tm am merchaat alﬂlmd.nx
aj.'l Hnda, temdars of 17 countries, S1ning coalt aJ.I nﬂmr vmell
will he expoeed Lo the giTest doDgerd
aary to In¥ and (rem wut‘sh]gs wareblog ¥igil hjr Idlht nml

Ewrer el'ugt will be mads to conves thin ﬂrn-in: to mutr:l COnn

Treg .u.nd o wasels om the soa; bat fro Huwmb-!l:‘ ﬂn'l'llgl e Ad-

nlmlty atncubees that nil ships Immim' & Lng 4ra & nl:r:l.'l‘.h-
olot ol (e Hebrhies throagh the Fafod Isll.ndl loeiand do

lﬂ at thelr owe peril,

The Noxth Ben, o great stretch of the Abantie Cosan, ar-

tending from Svotlond to [ogfand, was barred to the ODmerce
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af the world, Lhe nentepd cmpmeccs, that had the same clht
there that yoa bove o wilk Jown Founsylvanda Asvepe.

Befpre considering the piraticnd charnoter of thiy Joeument
as o whole 1§ will be nolad that while 1t ploposcs to 03 SVCIy
efore to warn nentral shipping it allows jnst three daya for
the wnralbg,

Do you opbserve that the countey with whor we are about te
Foke purstlves lmueil this pesclamation, unbeard of betore Lo
the hiztoey of the world, mining 0 grast srea of the Atlantie
Oeopn with denlly contaet iniues, ond gave (o the rentral oations
only thvee duys” hotles? L Jesaed 163 declaration cn the 24 of
Wovember, ond £t wont Joko effect o0 the bth of November,

i the preliminocy allegntiond Lo the note concerolog the sont-
tering o+ miney by Qermany 1o tie open gea aveand the Eritiah
Ysles, oo proot of It has ever been Turnizhed, oo for os T om awara)
andl, even Lt I were true, it certainly wonld not have remedled
the oowdlition to mine 2 much Invger portlon of the zen apon
ek newtmal ships mast travel. I saf thia becanse of the high-
souwnding bt obviously false nnd hypocritical assertion contained
in the procamntion that Pritaln 1& oktng this oction 1o o¥der
tr molotaln trade betwesn meniral coontrlzs within the Hmita of
ftecnntionnl law. Zhe was, In fact, by her acuco absolutely
Jestroying trade bebwaeh negtral counkries, and the penaltlen For
disoberlog der ordets, and which operats awtomatically apd in-
gxarably, wis the degtruction by mines of nll shipd and Jnssen-
gevs vouturing loto the probiblted portlen of the sea.

THITED ATATES ACOTIERCES IN EXOLAND'S ILLEGAL ACY.

Mol we come to the most unfortuoats paey of cor vecord, The
pregent ndministration agrean to this Inwless pet of Grent
Britnto. I mnoke this statement dellberntely atd fully oppre-
oot 16 consequences. T e hood entered Ihle o cootract with
Great Britnin, sigoid and saaled wmber the creat seals of the
yeapeekive eoubntrles, agrecing that she shoald sommilt the oot
of plracy lnvelved io mining the North 3en, we weunld oot imore
completaly hove betm bontd 13 ey conteaot thin We nra bonml
Ty the conduct of the present admindstradan. Ik will be recallad
thot when Sectetary Beyon made his regaest of Great Brituin to
flhere 1o the declaratlon of Fondon, nwl ahe refu=ad, and ha
opotlied ber that the request was withidrown, he dedored In zub-
stance that he wonld neverthelsss hohi er responaible for any
violations of fnternntional law, o far as they afected ot rlght
fa o teubest Motlon, And from that thme newpest ofter protest
was made by us: mapy ngnlnat Germuny aad some ngeinat Grent
Etitnits and her nlliez, nhenever we clalhned that Internatiooal
low lind Deeo viclated.

The faot rempins, however, [hat from Novewber 2, when Eng-
L deglared her settled purpoze (o mlre lorge arens of the
pullle sen controry G0 every principle of international low, Che
Govoroment through e pregent mimidigtration Ras  bevey
nttored n wabd of peotest

1f yeu ok you can escape the responalblliity of chet act nod
holil other bellizerents (o e strict yequirements of internatlonal
law hy play npen n phrose you ave migtaban, Yoo way male
this country declare wor in your attempt te do it, bat your war
will oot have the support of the pecple. Until the omission of
this pdminkstration te upheld cur cighte agniost Great Britaln
§o corrected wa can pever hope for pepular support for a war
wad te enforce tha shme rizht nzainst the countty ad war with
Breat Brlialn.

AN ARAUILE QORTENTICA.

T de oot Boed 1o cite authorities to Bhow that the mioing of the

Horth 5ea by Great Britulu was llegal. In declaring her Luten-
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tion 10 wine the North Hen, Great BEriteio d1d net peatend thok
hier oot was legal, and attempled to Justify it only on the ground
of pecesslty. Nor am 1 awore that any responsible persom Ty
rrer aitemited 1o defend the legality of the oet, Ton have but
to remotnber that 1 Fogland bad o right te mine the Novth Sen
und o lerge portlon of the Allantle Ocean Juriog en Lodefnite
reclod pad therehy exclnde all commercinl shipplngz, then any
t®o worriag oations can ming any or od! pordons of the high
Fead gy they chooge and thoe desirey the nontrol conunerce of
the world so long an the war shall iast. Soch 4 claim & ted
absurd te wwerit copsideration,

I will mot dwell now upon the physical consaguences of this
act by Geext Britnln, for I aw conearned ob this fime sioply
with the questlon of how this oet by puy Government hoag
affacted] our legnl relations to Germany.

Yo cafs ot aford to dectare wor aod rest the cight to $o 26
1o history upon a vilation of lotecontioen] low wheno we are [
a0y extent responsibla for sach wlolgtion.

Mr. BEED. Mr, Presldent .

The PXESIDENT pte toupore.  Does tha Senoter from Wis
consln yietd te the Senator from Miszourl?

Me, L4 MOLLETTE. [ yleld for o qoestlon,

My, REED, Does the 3enator have any otber evidensa thak
we clgned and senled andg deliverad o conbract with Great Brit-
nfn by whith we permitted her to vlolote interpaHonal 1aw than
hint which be hod Just given, nunely, the nssertlon chnt we 0l
bot probesty
Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I hove oof stated that we had a sigosd
il Benled coropact

Mr RHead, Nop you stated——

Me, LA FOLLETTE. T wax rending from my mapuscripk,
ad T kmow jaat what I sadd. The Senutor mlsgnderytoed mae,

Mr. HEED, ¥ou =izt thot we haal done Lk a3 affectitely—

Me. LA FOLLETTE. JXust as rfectively ag though It were o
eenract, I thionk it was Just as effective by 4 fulluyre to protest
ag thoagh it had heen a mantroct.

- 1 now proceed to male that good by wy orguoment, 1 the
Betgbor will rermit me.

Mr., BEFETr. And you will ol permit any fucther ingtatrap-
tion? Yery well, il that i= the premlse.

Mr. LA FOLLETTE  That {3 my argument, and 1 am pro-
apoding by maka Ib.

In paszing, lwwever, It maay be noted that the Inwless acibon of
Grear Britaln resulted in the lags of gt lenat two of aur ships—
the Carih ol the Brolyn-—hasguse they venbrred into the zohe
Great Erttadn had prohibited thern from entering—wrore annk by
mines, with the lcms of gaveral Amerloan Lses.  (dinarlty re-
port, House Cornmittee on Forelrn Affadrs, H. R 21062, G4th
g
ABIECY SURMREADSE OF NEUTIAL RIGHTH-TO0 L¥GLAND ALL TIAY BAVED

IYETIOAN LIVES.

The cnly rensco why we have oot sufersd the sgcrifice of
Just aa rpany shipa and just ag roany Nves from the viclotion
of onr pighta by the war zone sRnd the sabmarine mioed of .
Great Britado, ax we have through the anlanTul neta of Germehy
in making Rer wzr pone ixn violation of #oor neutral rights, 1=
elmply betnuss we have submitted ¢ Grext Britaln's dictgtion.
If our ehips had besn sent jote ber forbldden hliglh-sen waor
xone, o8 they heve lnbe i prosceribed 2rea Germany marked
out oo the high yean 8% a war zood, weé woukl heve had the
same loss of e and property iz the one cose as 1o the other;
hut hecanss wa avoaldad dolng that In the enge of Egglapd, aod
acqulesced 1o fer violatlon of law, w0 bhave wot only a legal
kot B morel respomslbitlty for the poslilon In which Germioy

SO —17 198




o4

linx been pluoeed Ly owl colluslon amil cooperatan with GQrea
Britakny, By suspending (e tule with vespect to peuktral vlghts
L Great Britoln's case, we lave ooen actively alding hay it
ptarving the alvit popnlotden of Qernony. We hara Delped to
derive Gevaiany Lk A cocncr, el back o the woll, ¢ fghi
with what wespons she onn luy her hoods oo to prevent the
gtorving of her women aod children, her old men atd Babes,

The Mlimay cliip which hns semetimes been put forth that
posgibly the havoe i the Nov(h Sea wag eaused by Germnn
dnes ix too zbzord {01 conmlderntion

1 refer to the 1hree vessels sugk in the British war Zens,
Why ahionld Giermany mice the North Sen, the gateway from the
Atlantle te har nwn ports ood those of MNoewey, Sweden, and
Hotland, with whom she mcst desired 0 frade aml with whom
Lier relations were and neo ot friemwliy? 5he doubtless Macad
o mloes ot the eobranee of ler Lacbors for porposes of pro-
tection, us she had o right e do, bur it 18 ridicylous to soppose
that che would hnve mined the North Sea.

Desgides this the records show that up to March 10, 1815, of the
floatlng mines that had teen faken up apd readered barmiess
glonp the Doieh coast 214 wera of Britiuh oripis, 28 Tranch, and
only 23 Germoon (P 142 Koonomle Aspects of the War, by
Clapp.)

‘The zome aunthor at pepe & thes spenks of the remalt of the
folning of the North Sea by Crent Hcltnio

Prcause of thess H2ating mioes In the North Ben ITherally =scores of
veesnla wetm Tost, Hoiatly L] il.u.‘ to HII! andlnhlun conntries or
Holland. Thieas REICAD Vi, Frasnbrder, Jarib,
aed Evelfpn, EBecanse of the dnnnt ol.' thes {lmu l!'relztlt ami war-
Hek Insorance ratee became a wety henvy burde Dmeu f.rx
hoyers, and l|1 1ha ﬂme of some comimadiilos I:m:-sme or 1t3|ra
PO LTS ﬁd}lﬂr Unmrialoty eid feslr was throwo over
sommerdint o

Troys, weels, pnd months ment by, and stBl o teat came
fromm the Arlerleanp Government agalnst this polpwiul act on tha
part of Creat Britain,

THEEHAANT TWAITED KA 04 TV PROTELT.

She 414 this yalawhal thing on the 5th 4a% of Novembor, Cer-
wany waited and walted, week after week, for this Goveroment
te asyert it peotral rights Lod demend the opening of the North
Sen to nepiral commerce. Ebe walted In vain for theoe long
months for thie Goverpment to take some action, and mot aotll
the 4ih day of February—that i8 my recolléctlon of the dote: I
d¢ bat kenow that I heve It hére—diil gha in retallation gerve
noficve upon thia Governmeot of the establishment of Ler war
rome,

Garmany then Jid a3 o matter of cetallatlon aod defense
whut Great Britain bad dope mwnths pravleusly purely o9 an
gifeuzive nwostre—esinblished n wor zome or wor area, She
ineluded Lo It portlotu: of the sea about the British lslands, nod
guve netiee thot ships coming within it woold be destroyed by
mines or mibmarines, even o3 English mines in the North Seqn
desteoyed the =hips whicli cotered there.

Tt v Germany'a imsalence apoa Ler right to Hlly Jdestroy
with wines ] sebmarines in the aren ehe hos dedlaced g wae
gone all ships thet coter there, thot cauzes the whols thouble
aristiog helwsen us aod Germm (o-day. IH I for this, ond
this only, that we are urged Ho & war. Tet In nssertiog this
rlght or 1 sipklug the ships In the proseribed aren wirthogt
wornlng, Germany s dolog ooly that whick Eoglood f= dojng In
Ber progerlbed area, with our cotsedt, Here J§ the parting of
the wars, When England, hoviog provieosly violated all coutrek
righta on the high ecas, mined the North Sen and jagerted the
right to htlodly destroy, ninl winea eon only destroy Hindly, ail
ghipe thot traversed It one o LwWo coursey was open &0 on
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Wi chase de poquleses, but o singalat thing tronsmred. I supe
pote Bil Bensters have sseured the published soplen of the diplo-
iatic correspondence which hod Deen lasyed by the Stnbs De-
partment,

wWE OoLD GERMART Te FIRCT ACCODNTATILITN.

1 Arg ATl the correspotdence about the sobmarloes of Geps
mAny: I And them srenyed; I Aod the tede wacening Gerniaby
thet ahe would be held fo o " strict accoootnbility * for viola-
ton of oor newtral rights; bok yeu will search in valn thess
woltihies Tor a copy of the Britlsh wrder n ceuncil mlolog the
North Hea,

1 am tnllkleg now aboot prinelples. You can not distlagoish
between the principles which nllowed England to mioe a lnrge
oren of the Atlantic CGeenn and the North Sea in order to shut
[d Germony, nnd the prisciple on whirk Germany by her sub-
marines poeks to desiror all shilpping which epters the war zone
which she has leld cut around tha Eritish Isles.

The English mmines are Ittended to destroy without warnlng
every ship that eoters the wor zone zhe hag prescribed, kNiing
o drowoing every paszeenger that can not Ood somc cleaty of
esenpe, It 1z meithar move noer lese thun thst which Germaoy
tries o do with her solmarloes n hor wor zoue, We o
Quleseed in Eogloand's action without protest. It is propoaed
tbat we mow go to war with Sermany for ldentlcrlly the stne
aetion gpon her part.

ARUINIAVEATIONS FPATLL HIETLHAA,

At this point, sir, I say, with atl defsrence hat with 1Le abso-
lobe certninty of cooviction, that the {wresent adminlstratlon
nmads a fatel mislake, and If war camea fo thilg countey with
Germony Ter the present vausea L wBl ba dus wholly te (had
mistake. The prezept adinlnistratlon kog ossimoed Bnd acted
wion the polidy that 1t could eafarte to {ke vory lebter of the
law the prinviples of juieroetionsl oo aguinst one belilserent
and retax them a= (o the ¢ther. That thing no nation cab do
without loslng lig choracter 45 o oeutral notlem and without
Ioalog the rights that ge with strlct and absolube oewtralliy.

In an mddresy delivers] by the Pretident ot a jolnt sesslon
of the two Housas of Cougress on February 8, 3017, and ro-
ferring to the reply which our Governinent had mode o Ger-
many’a protest that her coemics were perpliled to apply un-
Inndol metheds of onval warfore while she wag bheld by us
tw U srrict rulkes of noaval worfave, the President sebld that
Gearmuny had been advi-mf 08 follows.  Now, llsten to thig—

Mr. LEWIZ Mr. Predldest, will the Seopntor from Wiscons
gin nllow nee, betore hie prceeds with that extract, to ask hiy
view ag o what he menng by the nssertion which he has jost
mnd? In other words, may 1 oterrupt Bim with op loguiry?

The PRESIDING UFYICER (Mr, Woucosr in ¢ha chalr).
Does the Fenator from Wisecnain yleid o the Senster from
INingls -

Mr, LA FOLLETTE. I wield for a guestion If It does ook
divort me fram my nreument,

Mr, LEWIH, 1 shoukl [ike to oek the nble Senctor as to
whwiber or oot I um coreact in ubderstanding bis argnmesnt to
Tosan thok, it we foil to declare war apnlogt Creat Brltnie hee
canst of Wrengy commitied ogainat us by Britaln snficient 1o
hewe bad war declared, therehy we are prolulbiced from decior-
Ig wer against apcother Governtuedt that might do acty whieh
are thetpselves a Justiflcatton for the doeclaration of war?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE Tha Senator from Linels will be Dot
adnswered oE T procead with my wrgumant, which desls czactly
with that yuerHoo,

Mr. LEHWIS. i wili not divert the Bexator forther, theo, 1E
be iotends to cover thot matice,
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Mr. LA POLLETTE. It will not dlvert mag. The Eendtor
will ba roswered presently nx well na ¥ gm able to poswer hilm,
MISETATELENY Of $HD LW,

I qitote now from the Presidents oddres of Pebruary 5, 1917,
tefore tha two Honses of Congress:

In order, however, fo orold apy powxlbls plsyuderslanding, e
averntient 4F the Tolted Sihten notlles the Imperial Cyretnment that
it tap 60 Iar & moment roccriale, wach leas discuss, o SUgReatlon that
oo by Getman ooval matlarities Ior tho righte of cithesoe of the
Unmt 3&1131; upon U bigh w0k should e aoy way or o the slighiont
T B A L Y ol SeRchhtlanty “Spuaaitr
Eu'ﬁ m:E“uru: le wipgle, ook joink; nhanﬂte, nt reln'.u .

That phrase the Presillent has used repea in his ad-
dryseed; be has vsed it at least three thoes, T (hink, and he
has roforced to B oas belog o complete angd zofflelent apawer 1o
this propositlon, It wizstutes the low; it asserte o pelociple
that con oer v madutpdped for ope moment with o deceot
pagard for eqoal rifthix Detween natlonz with whem we ate deal-
ing npon & basis of neutrnlliy. .

The offouses of Great Dritoln apd Germony agaloet us onn
nob be treated od they might Le trepted  those notlons wwere
oot at wor with ench other. Undoubtedly, ff thoge watleos
ware ook gt wir wikth coch other we conld suffer one to vlednte
{ipternational Iow ko onr 1tjury and make oo protest ood toke
o acllon aghinst Lhe sallon se offending aod held the other to
strick accopntability ond compe] her U vespect to the 1ol our
rights ynder iatematlonsl lovw, aod If she refosid we woald be
fustifed In golog Eo war absat 1t Bt when we ave dealing
with Germaby and <ecat Erltaln, warelng against eoch other,
s ovenly balanesd tn strength thoat a littde help tg cone or a
Litfle hindrooes to the othdér turbs the seale nnd gpells sictery
for pne and Jdefsat for the pther, n that sitwatlon I say the
principiz of ioternatlonal law st¢pd in ahich declarss that ang
fallure co var part to enforce pur rights equally agolost hoth
13 n groos act of unoeaunlity.

That 15 precisely wint we have done, o8 T have shown., In
the epely doys of the confllct In this metter of the war zonss
of each belllgereat in submiltitg to Great Britalr's dicta-
tlon comeernifie whot mizhi ho troated as contraband, cesalting
Anolly In & procthenl ceesntlon of shipping to Govman ports, we
have dome Gerrmmany a3 wuch hiarm nd theugh we had Jundel oo
army in France ta fight baslde the entente alllen. How will
history regaed this comduct of oura? How will our own peopto
regnrd it when they vome to aoderscand €2 We ocun never

Juztify it
WE ILAVE MOP DEEN HETTAK.

Jefleroon uwsserted that we oconld not permlt ooe warrlog
nntica to curtnd?! our neuteal righty #f we wrere oot rendy (o
allow her epeniy the same privilogoes, oed thet ooy other
comree enceiled the gacrifes of ¢ur oentrality.

That 1z the speible, that 12 the legleal positlon. No nedtralidy
conld ever Love commouded tespect 1T 1t wor oot based on that
eqaltable ond Just propesilyn; wod we from £nrly Lo Lhe war
threw our pedtrallly to the winds by permitiing Eoglend to
make p mgckery of it ko het advontoge againet ber chief enemy.
Hien we expact to say to thot emmy, “ You bave got to respect
my rights a9 o newtral” Whet 1f the answer? T sy Germany
bas been patlent with na. Stonding strictly on her righis, her
nn=swer wonld be, Y Molntaln your neukrnlity ; treat these other
Governments warring ngnitzt e og you treat me it you wang
your neutral rights respected.”

1 gay nenlt thiet wien two oatkons ATe At War A0y nenral na-
tlon, in order tn preserve 1is character o3 0 oeatenl netlon, most
exact the smme enduct from both warring oatloos; both must
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equalty oboy the pripgiples of Intoroallpnel Taw. If & newbral
oition falls io tbat, rhed s rizhts upen the high seas—to
adopt the Preshlent's phrise—are relattve nnd oot abeolute.
There cnn be no greater vidlativn of oor aeotrality than the
requirement that oe of two wllimrrenta aball pdliere to fhe
gettad pefnciples of law pmil that the oiher shall hgve the ad-
voulage of mot dulng s, The espect thet Germon novel an-
thoritlex were requlred 1o pny to the right= of vur people upats
the high scas would depend upom the qreston whether we had
vxacted the snwe rlghts from Gerinany's enemies. 1T we lind
not dope =0 we last oy cheractor ng o neulral nnélon, osod owr
neopla sofortynately liad loat the protectlon that beleogs te nea-
trnls.  Our respopsihility was Joint to the sense that we mnst
exact the game cotituct from both belligerents,  Wo prineiple af
internadonal law 18 bettor zellled rhng that which s stoted
by Oppenheim, the preat Enslish authordty on internntionut luw,
in valune 2, gecond etitlon, page 365, Ha pava:

Mebkval il & am fefl
s lolng Ern{i#msl_ﬂh‘:';tetlﬁirDIE':IIITI“RE"HFI?I:“E:Iitt:;i-errn;ﬂm!;hﬁe: ggta{i:t'};?h

The same outhor pelais nut, «+0 pnges 441 to 44, that 2 neu-
tril eam oot poerintt ene belligerent to do whar aoedier Is oot
peerii tted to D :

In the casa of the Borwniadn (2 Watlace, p. B14) the Supreme
Court of the United States poipts ot that peutrudity luvoeives
atwolute equallty of troatment, The courk says:

Meokoal irade 1a eutltlnd 10 pratcdion ln ol courktn.  Megtraly Lo
b i S I SRS s T e e
Tt o to oon Dl Ingirain b what tlmg robass €0 4l to the otner Y

And g0 Torth.

SR Cobkt aAlh SEFFFRESN FEUANLIMILED THA TEUR FRINCIPLES OF

NECTRALLTY. .

In the casa of Resofnufion {Fedepval court of gppenis, 17813
2 Dalles, 30} it #7 vaid that the iden of a wouteal yaton * a-
Piles two naflons ak wor and g third in Cetemishilp with Loil” .

J. Quincy Adomy, Serretary of Sinece, o0 Moy 10, 1ST8, anid:

By the wzual priuciples of Interpatlonal law- thoe atare of weoteallip
pecagnives the o0ORA bwth portiea o the condest ma gusf-- tharl is b
avolds al} copaiiferntion of tﬂe merlts of e conbemi, [Hee Moorc's
Tokeronttonnl [aw Ligeat, vl 7, po Eud} K

Cppenbel oo Intoroaticnal Low, volue 13, gecond sdition,
pnrugiaph 28, page 307, says:

nooeddl u :
auE:imu:m :!:Ed'urtrec# % L1 ﬁm Le?rfi'ﬁiﬁ?;'?a IE' &‘sﬁ'}'ﬂﬁlﬁrﬁuﬁ
the wibey, wpd, furibsr, sch iojurlee to the goe o9 beoeft thu otber,

The bost and dleneost expakicion of the exact question, huew-
evar, was mide long age by cwe of the grentest of Denioornts
and astatesmien of TR oounty=——Tlxoas Jefferan, Mr. Jef-
fereon, then Secretary of Btate, inwrtlling to Thomas Pinckinay,
United States mimister (0 Qrent Dritnin, vegarding Fuglood's
stoppaga of our food shipiacnts ta France, with whom Engiaod
wiag thom nt war, denlt with wacisely (he sivwe situntlon thot
coulrouts Fresldent Wilson In the war bebwoen Geriuwgny and
Engiaod, hut Becrefary Jeiferzon deadit with the situotion 1o

the opposite mabder from that adopted by Presldent
YWilson. Eno lhls lctier, whider dabe of Seplesuber T, 1783, See-
retary Jaferzon sald:

Tha Armt wttlele of bt {the Britlah order] permlks el wezscis ladeo
wholly or io part with corw, foor, ¢ meal, bound to any pmt In
Frante, to be stopped atud scut Jato eny Beitlah perk, to be pucchansd

that {forerpment or 1o ba relcpsnd oalf oo the eondition of weeuTity

TN the nanster thwt v wil} proceed to dispose of Wla cacgo In

o come (oundry In amity with Bl chodeatyr

Tm acklele In so manlleaily cobwacy to the Jnw F petlons thht suth-
ing modw Would goonl Deceaziry than to olwerrs Lbat it e w0,

How moeh les= wns 1€ cbnoxiimi ko the law of neticus than
puiing the great arca of the Morth Sea.
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By WILLIAM T. EVIUE

N APRIL, 191%, more than 20 years ago, when the United States

was on the verge of entering the World war, the late Sen.
Robert M. La Follette, Sr., was the leader of a small group of
senators and representatives who dared to defy the hysteria and
war-madness of that day and oppose the plunging of this coun-
try into the bloody European conflict.

For taking the courageons position they did, Sen. La Follette
and those whﬂ supported him were bitterly denounced by the

; patrioteers of that day, assailed as
“fraitors™ and even threatened with im-
peachment. The press of the nation was
a snarling pack at their heels and no
invective was too extreme to be wused
against them by their assailants.

Today the position taken by Sen. La
Follette and his associates has been vin-
dicated. Today a disillusioned Ameriea
realizes how right were these men who
fought for peace a score of years ago.
Today we remember cynically the old
phrases about “making the world safe for
democracy” and that we were fighting
“a war to end war.”
nur own nnnntrjr and the other nations of the world are today
more heavily armed than ever during peace-time. The threat of
a world-wide conflict hangs ominously over all peoples. Unde-
clared wars are waged in Spain and China with an appalling loss
of human life.

At such a time it is fitting to recall the words spoken by “01d
Bob" La Follette more than 20 years ago in his effort to keep this
nation out of the World war. In this booklet is printed the late
Senator's historic address delivered in the U. 5. Senate on
April 4, 1917.




'y

SEN. LA FOLLETTE'S SPEECH AGAINST WAR

SEN. LA FOLLETTE:

, PRESIDENT, I had sup-
Mﬂpoﬂd until recently that it

was the duty of senators
and represemtatives in congress to
vote and act- according to their
convictions on all public matters
that came befors them [or eonsid-
eratlom and decision,

Quite another doctrine has re-
cently been promulgated by cer-
tain mewspapers, which unfortu-
nately seems to have found con-
siderable support elsewhere, and
that iz the doctrine of “standing
back of the president” without
inguiring whether the president is
right or wrong,

For miyself 1 have never soh-
seribed to that dectrine and never
shall. 1 shall support the presi-
dent in the measures he proposes
when I believe them to be right.
I shall appose measures proposed
by the president when I believe
them to be wrong. The fact that
the maiter which the president
submits for consideration is of
the greatest Importance Iz omly
an addilional reason why we
should be sure that we are right
and noi te be swerved from that
conviction or inlimidated in its
expression by any influence of
power whatsoever,

If it is important for us to speak
and vote onr convictions in mat-
ters of intermal policy, though we
miky unfortunately be in dis-
agreement with the president, it
is infinitely more Important for
us to speak and vote pur convie-
tions when the question iz one of
peace or war, certain to involve
the lives and fortunes of many of
our people and, it may be, the
destiny of all of them and of the
civilizsed world as well.

If, unhappily, on such momen-
tous guestions the most patient
research ang consclentious con-
sideration we could give to them
leave us in dizsagreement with the
pregident, I know of no course to
take except to oppose, regretfully
but not the less firmly, the de-
mands of the executive.

On the 2d of this month the
president addressed a communi-
cation to the zenate and the
bouse In which he advised that

the congress declare war against
Germany and that this govern-
ment “mgsert all itz powers and
employ all its respurces to bring
the government of the German
empire to terms and end the

On Feb, 26, 1917, the president
addressed the senate and the
house upon the conditions exist-
ing between this government and
the German empire, and at thai
time =ald, “I am not now propos-
ing or contemplating war or any
steps that need T
“I request that you will authorize
me to supply our merchant ships
with defensive arms, should that
become necessary, and with the
means of using them" against
what he characterized as the un-
lawfil attacks of German sub-
marines.

A bil] was introduced, and it
was attempted to rush it through
the closing hours of the last ses-
slom of congress, to give the pros-
ident the powers requested, name-
Iy, to arm our merchant ships,
and to place upon them guns and
gunners from such other instru-
mentalities and methods as might
in his judgment and discretion
et necessary and adequate to
protect such vessels. That meas-
ure did not pass,

It iz common knowledge that
the president, scting without an-
thority from congress, did arm
our merchant ships with guns and
gunners from our navy, and sent
them into the prohibited “‘war
gone” At the time the presi-
dent addressed us on the 2d of
April there was absolutely no
change in the conditions betwesn
this government and Germany.
The effect of arming merchant
ghips had not been tested as a
defensive measure.

Late press reports indieate,
however, that the Azetc, p Unit-
ed States armed merchantman,
hns been sunk in the prohibited
gone, whether with mines or &
torpedo, T believe, haz not been
established, so the responaibility
for thiz sinking cannot, o far as
I know at this time be placed.

When the request was mude by
the president on Peb. 28 for au-

1
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thority to arm merchant ships, the
granting of soch authority was
opposed by certain members of
the house and by cerlain sena-
tors, of which I was one.

1 made at that time a careful
investigation of the subject and
became convinced that arming our
merchant ships was wholly futile
and its only purpose and effect
would be to lure our merchantmen
to danger, and probably result in
the destruction of the vessels and
In the loas of the Ilves of those
on board.

The representatives of the pres-
ident om this foor then having
that bill in charge saw fit, by
methodzs T do not care Lo charac-
terize, io prevent my speaking up-
an the measure and glving to the
semate and to the country such
information as I had upon the
sub‘ect,

Under the circumstances, I did
the only thing that seemed prac-
tical to me, and that was to give
such  publicity as I was able
through the press to the fact
that the proposition to arm mer-
chant ships would be wholly fu-
tile, and could only result in loss
of the lives and property of our
own peopls, without accomplish-
ing the results intended,

I regret to say that the presi-
dent, according te statements in
the public press purporting te
emanate from him, and which
have never been denied, saw fit
to characlerize as “willfol” the
conduel of the senators who, in
obedience te their consciences
and their oaths of office, opposed
the armed-ship bill, and te
charge that in =0 doing they were
not représenting the people by
whose suffrages they are here,

I know of no graver charge that
could be made agalnst the offi-
<ial conduct of any member of
thi= body than that his official
action was the result of a "will-
ful*—that iz, an unreasoned and

[pErverse—purpose.
Mr. President, many of my

colleagues on both sides of this
floor have from day to day of-
fered for publication in the Ree-
ord messages and letters received
Irom their constituents. T have

recelved some 165000 letters and
telegrams, They have come from
44 states in the union. They have
been assorted according to wheth-
er they speak in criticlsm or com=
mendation of my course in op-
posing war,

Assorting the 15000 letters and
telegrams by states in that way,
nine oot of 10 are an unqualified
endorsement of m¥ course in op-
posing war with Germany on the
issue presented. I offer omly a
few selected hastily just before I
came upon the floor which especl-
ally relate to public sentiment on
the gquestion of war,

Mr. President, lst me say that
the city of Monroe, Wis, s the
county seat of Green county,
which borders on the state of
IMinois. I am not able to state
exactly the percentage of the na-
tionalities of the people, but I
know that the foundation stock
of that little city was of New
England origin., In the last 10
or 15 or 20 years a great many
Bwiss have come Into the county.

But, Mr, President, it s & good
town, typical of any town of like
size In mny siate in the unlon.
They held an election there on
the 2nd of April, and the follow-
ing vote was polled upom the
question of declaring war against
CGermany. The telegram report-
Ing the vote is as follows:

“Monree election wvoles on refer-
emdom onm war gquestion. For
prace, 854; for war, 85."

I am informed that in a Mas-
card 20,000 postal cards were
sent out, and the returns thus far
show 88 per cent against war; 82
per cent agalnst conscription. The
following form was submilted in
taking the vote in Massachusetbs:

“President Wilson said: ‘T wounld
rather know what the people are
thinking out there around their
guiet fires'des than to know what
is golng on In the cloakreoms of
the capitel” What do you think
of the two guestions on the sther
slde? Mark your cross. We will
see that your congressman hears.
Do it now and mail Immediately.

“l, Do you believe that the in-
terext of homanity would best be
served by the Unlied States keep-
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ing out of the Enropean war?

“2, Do you oppose the adoption
of conscription as dangerous to
American democracy ™

I received this telegram April 1
from Flint, Mich.:

“Vole taken this aftermoon in
third precinet, first ward; ques-
tion, Shall we enter war on Eu-
ropean so0il? Results—for war 286,
against war 130, L. E. Larson.”

I do not know Mr. Larson. I
know Httle or nothing about Flint,
Mich. I do not know whether it
has & German population or a
mixed population. The senior
senator from that state (Mr.
Smith) snys that It 15 & mixed
population.

I have thizs from Sheboygan,
Wis, Sheboygan is a rather strong
German county in the state of
Wistonsin, I expected to have
had here noted on the telegram
the exact percentage of the Ger-
man vobe. I glanced at it my-
self in my offfce, but I did not
have at hand the last census.
The Wisconsin Bluebook, which
gives the flgures for 1805, shows
there were then over 50,000 popu-
Iation and 10,000 of German birth.

Thiz telegram = dated April 3.
I might say that our spring elec-
tion s held in Wisconsin on the
secong day of April, when all the
municipal officers in the town-
ships and in the villages and
citlez are elected. Tt brings out
& [alrly representative vote:

“By referendum vole taken the
last two days ef the qualified
electors of the city of Sheboygan
on the goestion. Shall eur coun-
try enter inte the Eurnpean war?
4,082 voted mo and 17 voted yes
Certifled to as sorrect. F. Val-
rath, 0. A. Bassuener, Adam
Treaster, Canvassers.”

I recelved also the following, A
vote was taken not omly In the
city of Sheboygan, but in the
county of Sheboygan, represemt-
ing the country or farmer wvote:

“Since sending the last telo-
gram, in the referendum vote
taken by the qualified clectors of
Sheboygan County outside the
eity of Sheboygan 2051 voled
against our country entering into
the European war. No voles were

cast in favor of war. Certified to
as correct by the canvassers. Otto
A. Bassuener, F. Volrath, Adam
Trester.”

The next telegram ls not a re-
port upon any election. I pre-
sume Very few of them were held.
It Is a telegram from Melrose,
Mass., sent to me by Mr. Henry
W, Pinkham. I do not know him.
I read it as handed fo me by one
of my secretarles:

“The president’s message expli-
citly and completely vindicates
you In oppesing armed neutral-
ity. Stand firm against war and
the fuiore will honor you. Col-
lective homicide ean not establish
human rightz. For our country
to enter the European war would
be itreason to humanliy.—Henry
W. Pinkham.™

And the following:

“Mailed you today 400 signa-
tures of indorsement from ihis
district to von and colleagues on
your stand of Mar, 4—L. Schul-
ler, Wallace, Idaho"

Racine, Wis., April 4, 1917.
“Foor thousand people assem-
bled at the Anditorium last night;
lots American sent'ment; no en-
thusiasm fer war; recruits were
nsked for; only seven men offer-
ed themzelves for enlistment, This
shows there is no war sentiment
in Racine, Resolutions were spok-
en of, bult ne atlempt was made
to pass them. Andience was not
for war. I approve your stand.—
Arthor Ehrlich, Raclne, Wis™
L
WIREE from Chicago [rom
Grace Abbott of Hu'l House
says that in city council
electlon held yesterday John Hen-
nedy reccived the largest plur-
ality of any of the city council-
men elected. His plurality was
B6.15T votes In his ward. On Ac-
count of his stand agaln:t war,
every mewspaper in Chicago op-
posed him  bitterly throughout
the campaign.

Mr. EKennedy made his cam-
paipn on the war fssue, and in
every speech he took occasion to
dec’are himsell ms against war.

There was receilved jn Wash-
ington today a petition against
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war with over 6,120 bona fide
signers, which were secured in the
city of Minneapolls in one day,
and & wire late thizs afternoon
stotes that 11,000 more names
have been secured to that posi-
tion.

In New Ulm, MInn., at an elec-
tion, according to & telegram re-
celved thizs afternoon, 485 wvotes
were cast against war to 19 for
WK,

To Roberi M. La Folleiie,

Senate Chamber,

Washington, D, C.:

Good work., People with you.
Straw referendum signed today
at public market, city streels,
shows 31 for war declaration, 374
againgt, Press brazenly reporting
war demand of meetings where
vole is against war. If presiden-
tinl election were lomerrow, you
would have best chance— Anna
Louise Stromg, Member Seattle
Schoo] Board.

Having sounded the opinlons of
juniors and seniors taking elec-
trical engineering at the Unlver-
sity of California today, I have
foundation on which to base my
statement that practically mone of
us enthuse at all over war. We
believe the country can do most
good by avelding it. We pot trust
in yoi,—Glma K. Morrison.

A telegram received from Phil-
adelphia this afternoon exprais-
es tersey the sentiment of Lhe
people, It reads:

“PRESIDENT WILEON SAID
GEEMAN PEOFLE WERE NOT
CONSULTED ABOUT ENTER-
ING THE WAER. WERE WE?—
{Signed) COMMON PEOPLE.

And Congressman Lundeen
representing the Minneapolls dis-
triet informs me that In response
to letters addressed by poll lists
to every voter in his district has
up to this hour brought in re-
turns from nearly 3000 wvoters
against declaring war on Ger-
many to less than B00 who favor
sich a declaration.

Do not these messages Iindi-
pate on the part of the people a

deep-seated conviction that the
United States should not enter
the European war? The armed-
ship bill meant war. BSenators
who opposed its being forced
through congress In the closing
hours of the session were re-
buked by the preaident.

It &s highly important, there-
fore, to note at this time that the
president in his address on the
2nd of this month takes the same
view of arming merchant ships
that was entertained by at least
some of the senators, ncluding
myse'f, when the armed-ship bill
was before us for consideration.

In his address of April 9 the
president said:

“It is impossible to defend
against their (sobmarine) at-
tacks as the law of natlons has
assumed that merchantmen
would defend themselves against
privateers or eruisers, vizsible erafi
giving chase on the open sea.”

He says in the same address:

“It (arming merchant ships)
is practically certaln to draw us
imte the war without cither the
rights or the effectiveness of
belligerents.™

I take satisfaction in noting
that this is exactly what I stated
in an editorial in my magazine,
which was published a short time
after the armed-ship bill discus-
slon,

I will read just a paragraph
or two from that editorial:

“The armed ship blll was not
only unconstitutional, it was, in
my judgment, foolish and inade-
gquate. It pleased the supporiers
of this bill to assume that it was
only mecessary to place gumg on
merchant ships in order to de-
fend them successfully against
submarine attack. There was no
evidence before congress that
would warrant the conclusion
that arming these ships wonld
afford pretection.

“l, The available evidence
points to the futility of such
armament. The Laconia was arm-
ed, but she was torpedosd twice
and sunk without a chanee to
fire a shot. Merchant ships of
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the allies are armed, Their greal
loss of tonmage iz conclusive evi-
denee that guns planted on mer-
chant ships are ineffectual in
warding off submarine sitack. It
is eriminal to lure from our har-
bors our merchant ships with
passengers, crew, and [reight to
embark on & voyage fraught with
such imminent peril in the be-
lief that they may resisi attack.”

I venture to resd two or three
mare paragraphs:

2, The firsi guestlon we
should ask ourselves, before we
enter on this war with oor armed
merchantmen or our Navy for
the express purpose of maintain-
ing eur right to the seas, Is:
What will happen to our ships?
If it iz s0 easy to clear the trans-
Atlantic lanes of submarines, why
ks not the Dritish Admiralty
kepping them open and free for
oOr CcCOMmMEerdé-—since our carry-
ing trade across the Atlantic now
consists of supplies for the allies
—food and ammuonition? From
all we can leanrm it appears that
the British Navy is not attempi-
ing this perilous task, but is keep-
ing ingide carefully guarded har-
bors,
“What assurance have we that
we can eclear the German war
zone with armed merchanimen
or with battleships as eonvoys, or
with any of the so-called “sub-
maring chasyers"?

“Manifestly i is an undertak-
ing which the British Admiralty
declines for good and sofficient
TEASO.

“The American public s being
woelully deceived. We are derided
for hiding behind the British
Navy. Moving plelures poriray
ogur flect firing on submarines
that instantly go to the betiom.
The daily papess are filled with
stuff thai would lead uws to he-
lieve that we need omly declare
war, order out our fleet to scour
the seas, and the war Is ended
amd won.

“Tt s admitted that the sob-
marine discharges its torpedo
with deadly aceuracy al a range
of twe ta four miles.

“It is admitted that the sub-
marine, with its hull submerged
several feet below the surface and
exposing nothing but s peri-
scope, can discharge its torpedo
with egual chance to achieve its
purpose.

“The periscope furnishes a
target no larger than a sailor's
cap for merchant and mnaval
gunners to fire at

"1 have the best aulhorily for
the statement that the chances
of hitting a targel of that size
at the distance of two miles, or
of damaging a submaring so sob-
merged, wounld in a hondred
shots be practically zero.”

It is unfortunately true that a
portion of the frresponsible and
war-craged press, feeling sectre
in the authority of the presi-
dent’s condemnation of the sen=
ators who opposed the armed-
ship bill, have published the most
infamous and scurrilous lbes on
the honor of the senators who
opposed that bill,

It was particularly unfortun-
ate that such malieious falze-
hoods should fill the public press
of the country at a time when
every consideration for our coun-
try required that a spirit of fair-
nesy should be cbserved in the
discussions of the momenious
questions under consideration.

A BEritisher's View

A member of the British
parliament is visiting In this
country. He has had some - oppor-
funity to ohserve this new spirit
of Intolerance that has been
bred in the press and through
the right of any man to utbter his
independent judgment on a ques-
tion vital, sir, to the peop'e of
this nation; vital to the inter-
ests of this povernment.

It has led him w institute some
comparising between the condi=
tions that prevall in Great Bri-
tain, a part of that war-torn
territory of Europe, and the
conditions that prevall here,
where we still have peace. I have
thiz comment of his uponm it. I
am not permitted to uwse his
name, though be may be within



L] SEN. LA FOLLETTE'S SPEECH AGAINST WAR

the sound of my voice.

He salid:

“In England we feel that the
theory of democracy requires
the fullest and frankest disens-
sion of every measure, We
feel that the minority has a right
to a respectfol hearing, This is
the only way You can Carry on a
democracy, and keep it a democ-
racy.

“iAnother strange thing I find
iz that in America you seem to
expect that when the minocity
iz beaten it will ai once capitu-
late, declare it has been in the
wrang, and join the majority.
This is mol democracy either. In
England during the Boer war and
thiz war, but especially in the
Boer war, there was an organized
minority in Parliament — there
always has been in time of war.
In the Boer war this minority was
led by no less a person Lhan Dda-
vid Lloyd-George.

“If you make it an American
policy that when the majority has
once spoken, the right and duoty
of the minority te express itoeld
and fight for what it believes in
ends, you have lost your demo-
eraey. There is no safely or wis-
dom in trying to suppress thought
or force men to silence.”

Mr. President, let me make an-
other spggestion. It is this: That
& minority in one congress—may-
hap a small minority in ope con-
gress-—protesting, exercising the
rights which the constitution con-
fers upon a minority, may really
be representing the majority opin-
ifon of the country, and if, exer-
cising the right that the constitu-
tion gives them, they succeed in
defeating for the time being the
will of the majority, they are but
carrying out what was in the
mind of the framers of the con-
stitution; that you may have from
time to time in a legislative body
a majority in numbers that really
does not repressnt the principle
of democracy; and that If the
question could be deferred and
carried to the people it would be
found that a minority was the
rea] representative of the public
opinion.

B0, Mr, President, it was that
they wrote into the constitution,
that a president—that one man—
may put his judgment against the
will of & majority not only in one
branch of congress bot im both
branches of congress; that he
may defeat the measure that they
have agreed upon and may set his
one single judgment above the
majority judgment of the eon-
ETess,

That seems, when you look at it
nakedly, to be in viclation of the
principle that the majority shall
rule; and so it is. Why is that
power given? It Is one of those
checks provided py the wisdom
of the fathers to prevent the ma-
jority from abusing the power
that they chance to have when
they do not refiect the real judg-
ment, the opinion, the will of the
majority of the people that con-
stitute the sovereign power of the
democracy.

We have had three Immigra-
tion bills passed by congress much
in the sameé form, varying in
some particulars, which have been
vetoed by President Taft and
twice wvetoed by President Wil-
som. At recwrring elections the
people send back the members
who have passed that bill by an
overwhelming majority: and still
the president, exercising that
power — that ohe-man power—
vetoes the legislation ratified by
the people at the polls through
the election of members of con-
gress—ihrough the election and
re=glection of members of com-
gress with the legislation one of
the paramount issues. Mr. Pres-
ident, that might have been char-
acterized as the exercisa of a
willful disposition. but it was not.

Bo, too, Mr. President, we find
that the framers of that great
instrument wrote into it that one-
fifth of the members of elther one
of the two bodies of congress
might hold in check the auto-
cratic use of power by the ma-
Jority on any question whatsoever.
They armed a minority of one-
fifth of the body with the power
to filibuster: the power to demand
g roll call—mot g roll call as
some of the state constitutions
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provide, only upon matiers which
CAFrY Aappropriations, but a roll
call on every single question up-
on which it pleasss one-fifth of
the body to demand a roll call

What was the purpose of It?
Not to make a record, for parlia-
mentary legislative history shows
that they had that right prior to
that time, and always had it and
could exercise it. Mo, no; It was
.lh! foresight of the makers of the
constitution of this great govern-
ment of ours desiring to perpetu-
ate not the semblance of demoe-
racy but real democracy, and they
sald:

“There may be times when a
majority, swept either by passion
or misinformation, may do a
wrongful thing to this Bepublic,
and we will arm the minority In

placing in the hands of one-fifth
the right to demand a roll call
on every goestion.”

Exercised in the late hours ol
' session of & congress i would
easlly be possible for them to de-
mand roll calls in such & way as
to make an extr session Deces=
sary. But, Mr. President, have
always and ever in this republic
of ours back of congresses and
statutes and back of presidents
the supreme power, the sovercign
power of the people, and they can
correct our errors and mistakes
and our wrongdoing.

They can take us out of our
places, and if we abuse any power
which the constitutlon puts In
the bhands of a minority, it lies
with them to call us to aceount;
and the more important, the more
profoundly and intensely import-
ant the question upon which such
a power is abuzed by a minority,
the more swift - 1d sweeping will
be the punishment by the people
for the wrongful exercise of it

We nesd not disturb ourselves
becatse of what a minority may
do, There is always lodged, and
always will be, thank the God
above us, power in the people su-
preme, Sometimes 1t sleeps, some-
times it seems the sleep of death;
but, sir, the sovereign power of
the people never dies. It may be

suppresged for a time, it may be
misled, be fooled, silenced.

I think, Mr, President, that it
is being denied expression mow. 1
think there will come a day when
it will have expressian.

The poor, sir, whe are the ones
called uwpen to ret in the trench-
es, have no organized power, have
no press to voice thelr will upon
this question of peace or war;
i Mr. President, at some

supporting families at the present
prices of the necessarles of life
find those prices multiplied, when
they are ralsed & hundred per-
cent, or 200 per cent. as they will
be quickly, aye, sir, when be-
vond that those who pay taxes
come to have thelr taxes dogbled
and again doubled to pay the in-
terest on the nontaxable bonds
held by Morgan and his combina-
tions, which have been issued to
meet this war, there will come an
awakening: they will have their
day and they will be heard.

It will be as certain and as in-
evitahle as the return of the tides,
and as resistless, too.

I promise my colleagues that
1 will not be tempted again to
turn aside from the thread of my
discussion az I have outlined it
here, and I will hasten with all

possible speed.

OW that the president haz in
his message (0 us of April
2 admitted the very charge
ngainst the armed-ship bill which
we made I trust that he is fully
COfY that the conduet of the
senators on the occasion in ques-
tion was not unregsoned and ob-
stinate but that it was inspired
by quite as high purposes and
motives a3 can inspire the sction
of any public official.

I would not, however, have
made this personal reference did
not the question It suggests go to
the wery heart of the matter now

7
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under consideration. If the presi-
dent was wrong when he pro-
posed arming the ships: if that
policy was, as he now says, “per-
tain to draw us into the war with-
out elther the rights or the ef-
fectiveness of belligerents,” is it
g0 certain he is right now when
he demands an unqualified deciar-
ation of war apainst Germany?

If those members of congress
who were supporting the president
then were wrong, as is appears
from the president's statement
now they were, should not that
et prompt them to Inguire care-
fully whether they are right in
supporting the proposed declara-
tion of war?

If the armed-ghip bill involved
& course of action that wag hasty
and il advised, may 1f not well
be that this proposed declaration
of war, which is belng so hotly
pressed, 15 alsp ill advised? With
that thought in mind let us,
with the earnesiness and the sin-
gleness of purpose which the mo-
mentous nature of the guestion
involves, be calm enough and
brave encugh to examine further
the president's address of April 2.

In his address of April 2 the
president saya:

“Sinee April of last year the
Imperial government had some-
what resirained Lhe commands
of its undersea eraft in conform-
ity wilh ils promises then glven
to us that passenger boats should
not be sunk, and that dee warn-
ing would be given to all other
vessels which its submaries might
seek to destroy when no resistance
was offered or escape attempied,
and care taken that thelr crews
were givenm al least a fair chance
to save their lives in their open
bonts.™

Besides that statement [ wish
place exactly what the German
government did say:

“The German government,
mareover, is prepared to do s
vimest to confine the operations
of war for the rest of its dura-
tion to the fighting forces of the
belligerents, thereby alse insuring
the freedom of the seas, a prinei-
ple opon which the German gov-
ernment belleves, now as before,

to be in agreement with the gov-
ernment of the United States.

“The German government,
guideq by this idea, notifies the
government of the United Siates
that ithe German naval forces
have received the following or-
ders: In aceordance with the gen-
eral principles of visit and search
and destruction of merchant ves-
sels recognized by international
law, smch wvessels, both within
and without the area declared as
naval war zone, shall not be sank
without warning and witheut sav-
ing human lives, unless these ships
attempi to escape or offer resist-
anee,

“But neutrals cannot expect that
Germany, forced to fight for her
existence, shall for the sake of
neutral interest, restriet the ose
of an effective weapon o her
enemy Iz permitted to continue to
apply a4 will methods of warfare
violating the rules of internation-
al law, Such a demand would be
ingompatible with the character
of mneatrality, and the German
government is convineed that the
government of the United States
does not think of making such a
demand, knowing that the gov-
ernment of the United States has
repeatedly declared that it is de-
termined to restore the principles
of the freedom of the seas, from
whatever guoarter it is violated,

“Accordingly the German gev-
ernment is confident that, in con-
sequence of the new orders issued
to lis naval forces, the govern-
ment of the United States will not
also consider all impediments re-
moved which may have beem inm
the way of a muotual cooperation
toward the restoration of the free-
dom of the seaz doring the war,
as suggested in the noile of July
23, 1915, amnd it does not doubt
that the government of the
United States will now demand
and insist that the British gov-
ernment shall forthwith observe
the rules of international law unli-
versally recognized before the
war as they are laid down in the
notes presented by the govern-
menl of the Uniled States io the
British government on Dec. 28,
1914, and Nov. 5, 1915. Shounld the
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steps taken by the govermment of
the United States not attain the
object it desires, ta have the laws
of humanity followed by all bel-
ligerent nations, the German gov-
ernment would then be lacing =
new situation, in which it must
reserve itself complete liberty of
decision, (May 4, 1918.)"

It must be perfectly apparent
therefore that the promise, 50
called, of the German government
was conditionegd upon England's
being brought to cbedience of In-
ternational law in her naval war-
fare.

Binee no one contends that
England was brought to conduct
her naval operations In accord-
ance with International law, and
even the poor protests our gEov-
ernment has lodged against her
show that she has not done so,
was It quite fair to lay before
the country a statement which
implies that Germany had made
an unconditional promise which
she has dishonorably violated?

This is a time of all times when
the public mind should be calm,
not inflamed; when aecuracy of
statement iz vitally essential to
prezenting the Issues to the con=
gresa and to the people of the
country,

In his message of April 2 the
president savs:

“1 was for a little while unable
to believe thai such things (re-
ferring to German sobmarine
methods of warfare) would in
fact be done by any gevernment
that had heretofore subscribed
to the humane practices of eivil-
iwed  nations, International law
had its origin in the attempt to
sei up some law which wounld be
respected and observed upeom the
ses, where no nation had right
of dominion and where lay the
free highways of the world. By
painful stage after stage has thai
law been built up with meager
enough results indeed, after all
was accomplished that comld be
accomplished, buf always with a
clear view at least of what the
heart and conscience of mankind
demanded.™

The recognition of the president
that Germany hed always here=-

tofore subseribed (o the humani
practices of ecivilised nations is a
most important statement. Does
it not suggest a gquestion as to
why It is that Germany has de-
parted from those practices In
the present war?

What the president had so ad-
mirably stated about international
law and the painful stage by
which it has been bullded up is

. absplutely true. But in this con-

nection would it not be well to
say also that it wes England,
not Germany, who refused to obey
the declaration of London, which
represented the most bumane
ideas and was the best statement
of the rules of internationa] law
as applied to naval warfare? Keep
that in mind.

Would it not have been falr
to s8¥, and to keep In mind, that
Germany offered to cease abso-
lutely from the use of submarines
in what we characlerized an un-
lawful manner if England would
cease from equally palpable and
ctua]l violations of international
law in her conduct of naval war-
fare?

The presldent in his message of
April 2 says:

“The preséent German warfare
against commerce is A warfare
against mankind, It ks a war
againsi all nations."

Again referring to Germany's
warfare he says:

“There has been no discrimina-
tion. The challenge is to all man-
kind."

Is it not a little peculiar that
if Germany's warfare iz against

crimination,” that Germany has *

tréated every neutral as she has
treated us, s it not pecullar that
ng other of the great nations of
the earth seem to regard Ger-
many's conduct in this war as a
cause for entering into it?

Are we the only nation jealous
of our rights? Are we the only
pation insisting upen the protec
tion of our citizens? Does not the
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strict neutrality maintained om
the part of all the other nations
of the earth suggest that possibly
there |5 g reason for their action,
and that that reason is that Ger-
many's conduct under the cir-
cumstances does not merit from
any nation which iz determined
to preserve its neutrality a declar-
athon of war?

Morway, Sweden the Nether-
lands, Switzerland, Denmark,
Bpain, and al] the great Repub-
lice of Bouth America are quite
s interested In this subject as
we are, and yet they have refused
to join with us in a combination
against Ciermany. I venture to
suggest also that the nations
named, and probably others, have
8 somewhat better right to be
heard than we, for by refusing to
sell war material and munitions
to any of the belligerents they
have placed themselves in a posi-
tion where the suspiclon which
attaches to us of a desire for war
profits can not attach to them.

On Aug. 4, 1914 the Republic
of Brazil declared the exportation
of war material [rom Brazilian
ports to any of these powers at
war to be strictly forbidden,
whether such exporis be under
the Brazillan flag or that of any
other country.

In that connection I note the
following dispatch from Buenos
Afres appearing in the Washing-
ton papers of vesterday:

“President Wilson's war ad-
dress was received here with in-
terest, but mo particular enthu-
glasm, * # * Government offlclals
and politicians have adopted a
cold shoulder toward the United
Btates policy—an attitude appar-
ently based on apprehension lest
Soulth American interests sulfer.

The newspaper Razon's view
was illustrative of thiz. “Does not
the United States conslder this
an opportune time to consolidate
the imperialistic policy everywhers
north of Panama?™ it sald,

This 15 the guestion that neutral
nations the world over are asking.
Are we selzing upon this war to
consolidate and extend our im-
perialistic policy?

We complain also because Mex-=

fco has turned the cold shoulder
to ux, and are wont to look for
sinigter reasona for her attitode.
Iz it any wonder that she should
also turn the cold shoulder when
she sees ys unite with Great Bri-
tain, an empire founded upon her
congquests and subjugation of
weaker nations?

‘There is no doubt that the sym-
pathy of Norway, Sweden, and
other countries close to the scene
of war is already with Germany.
It is apparent that they view with
alarm the entrance into the Eu-
ropean struggle of the stranger
from across the sea.

It iz suggested by some that our
entrance into the war will short-
en it It Iz my firm belief, based
tupon such information as I have,
that our entrance into the war
will not only prolong it, but that
it will wastly extend areas by
drawing in other nations.

In his message of April 2, the
president sald;

“We have no guarrel with the
German people—it was not upon
their impulse that their govern-
ment acted in entering this war;
it wns not with their previous
knowledge or approval.”

Again he says:

“We are, let me say again, sin-
cere friends of the German peo-
ple and shall desire nothing so
much as the early reestablishment
of intimate relations of muotual
advantage between us.™

At least, the Cerman people,
then, are not outlaws. What is
the thing the president asks us
to do to these German people of
whom he spesks so highly and
whose sincere friend he declares
us to be?

Here & what he declares we
shall do In this war., We shall
undertake, he says—

“The utmost practicable coop-
eratlon [n council and actlen
with the governments now at war
with Germany, and as an incident
to thatl, the extension to those
governments of the mosi lberal
financial credits in order that our
resources may, so far as possible,
be added to theirs.”

"Practical cooperationl!™ Prac-
ticable cooperation with England
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and her allies in starving to death
the old men and women, the chil-
dren, the sick and maimed of
Germany. The thing we are asked
to do ig the thing I have stated.

It iz idle to talk of & war upon
a government only, We are
Ileagued in this war, or it is the
president's  proposition that we
ghall be a0 leagued, with the
hereditary enemies of Germany.
Any war with Germany, or any
other country for that matter,
would be bad enough, but there
are not words strong enough to
voice my protest against the pro-
posed combination with the en-
tente allies

When we cooperate with those
governments we indorse their
methods, we endorse the wviola-
tions of Iinternational law by
Great Britain, we endorse the
shameful methods of warfare
against which we have again and
again protested In this war: we
endorse her purpose to wreak up-
on the CGerman people the anl-
mosities which for years her peo-
ple have been taught to cherish
against Germany: finally when
the end comes, whatever it may
be, we find ourselves in cooperss
tion with our ally. Great Britaln,
and if we cannot resist now the
pressure she is exerting to carry
us into the war, how can we hope
to resist, then, the thousandfold
greater pressure she will exert to
bend us to her purposes and com-
pel compliance with her de-
mands?

We do not know what they are.
We do not know what is in the
minds of those who have made
the compact, but we are to sub-
seribe to it. We are irrevocably,
by our votes here, to marry our-
sélves to @ non divorcable prop-
osition veiled from us now, Onoce
enlizted, once in the co-partner-
ship, we will be carried through
with the purposes, whatever they
may be of which we know noth-
ing.

Sir, If we are to enter upon this
war in the manner the president
demands, let us throw pretense
to the winds, let us be honest, let
oy admit that this is a ruthless
war against not only Germany's
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army and her mavy buol against
her eivillan population as well,
and frankly sinte that the pur-
pose of Germany’s hereditary Eu-
ropean enemies has become our
pErpose.

Again, the president says, “we
are about to accept the gauge of
battle with this mnatural foe of
liberty and shall, if necessary,
spenhd the whole foree of the na-
tion to check and nullify its pre-
tensions and ite power."

That much, at least, Is clear;
that program Is definite. The
whole foree and power of this
nation if necessary, is to be used
to bring victory to the entente al-
les, and to us a= their ally in
this war,

Remember, that not yet has
the “whole force” of one of the
warring nations been used. Count-
less millions are suffering [rom
want and privation; countless
other millions are dead and rot-
ting on foreign battlefields; count-
less other milllons are crippled
and malmed, blinded, and dis-
membered; upon all and upon
their childien’s children for gen-
erations to come has been laid a
burden of debt which must be
worked out in poverty and suffer-
ing. but the “whole force” of no
one of the warring natlons has
yet been expended; but our
“whole force™ shall be expended,
so0 saye the president, so0 far as
he can pledge us, to make this
fair, free, and happy land of
ours the same shambles and bot-
tomless pit of horror that we can
s8¢ |0 Burope today.

Just & word of comment more
upon onme of the polnts in the
president’s address, He says that
this i3 & war “for the things we
have always carrled nearest to
our hearts—{or democtacy, for
the right of those who submit to
authority to have a volee in thelr
own government.” In many places
throughout the address iz this
exalted sentiment glven expres-

§
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in this same connection, and
strangely enough, the president
says that we have become con-
vinced that the German govern-
ment as it now exists—"Prussian
sutocracy” he calls it—can never
again malntain friendly relations
with us. .

His expression is that '"Prussian
autocracy was Dot and could
never be gur friend ™ and repeat-
edly throughout the address the
suggestion 15 made that if the
German people would overturn
thelr government it would prob-
ably be the way to peace. Bo true
iz this that the dispatches from
London all hailed the message
of the president as sounding the
death knell of Germany’s gov-
ernment.

But the president proposes al-
liance with Great Britain, which,
however liberty-loving its people,
15 a hereditary monarchy, with a
hereditary landed system, with a
limited and restricted suffrage for
one class and 8 multiplied suf-
frage power for another, and
with grinding industrisl condi-
tionz for all the wapeworkers.

The president has not suggest-
ed that we make our support of
Great Brilain's condltional to her
granting bome rule to Ireland, or
Egypt, or India.

We rejolce in the establish-
ment of a demoeracy In Russia,
but it will hardly be contended
that If Russia was still an auto-
cratic government, we would not
be asked to enter this alllance
with her just the same.

Italy and the lesser powers of
Europe, Japan in the Orient; in
fact, all of the counitries with
whom we are to enter into alli-
ance, except France and newly
revolutionized Russia, are still of
the old order—and will be gen-
erally conceded that no one of
them has done as much for its
people in the solutfon of munici-
pal problems and in securing so-
cial and indusirial reforms as
GErmany.

Brrnnt:r;m:rhhhdemo-
cracy which leagues itself
with allles already far over-

matching in strength the Ger-
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man mnation and holds out to
such beleaguered nation the hope
of peace only at the price of giv-
ing up their government? I am
not talking now of the merits or
demerits of any government, but
I am speaking of a profession of
democracy that is linked in ac-
tion with the most brutal and
domineering use of autocratic
POWer,

Are the people of this country
being s0 well represented in this
war movement that we need to go
abroad to give other people com-
trol of their governments? Wil
the president and the supporters
of the war bill submit it to & vote
of the people before the declar-
ation of war goes into efect?
Until we are willing to do that,
it 1l becomes us to offer as an ex-
cuse for our entry into the war
the unsupported claim that this
war was forced upon the German
people by their government “with-
out their previous knowledge or
approval.”

Who has registered the knowl-
edge or approval of the Amer-
ican people of the course this
congress 15 called upon to take
in declaring war upon Germany?
Bubmit the question to the people,
you who support It You who
support it dare not do it, for vou
know that by a vote of more than
10 to one the American people as
a body would register their dec-
laration against it.

In the sense that this war Is
being forced upon our people
without thelr knowing why and
without their approval, and that
wars are usoally foreed upon all
peoples in the same way, there s
some truth in the statement; but
I venture to say that the response
which the German peopls have
made to the demands of this war
ghows that it has a degree of pop-
ular support which the war upon
which we are entering has not
and never will have among our
people.

The espionage bills, the con-
seription bills, and other foreible
military measures which we un-
derstand are being ground out of
the war machine In this country
is the complete proof that those
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responsible for this war fear that
it has no popular support and
that armies sufTicient to satisty
the demand of the entente allies
cannot be recruited by voluntary
enlistments.

I desire at this point to review
briefly as possible, but with ahso-
lute sccuracy and falrness, the
events occcurring since the com-
mencement of the present Buro-
pean war, which have brought us
to the very brink of war with the
German empire. I enter upon this
tagk the more freely becauss every
fact to which I refer iz undis-
puted, and the events I shall re-
late are so fresh in the minds of
every senator that if I should err
in any particular I will no doubt
be quickly corrected.

When in the middle of the
summer of 1914 the great war
broke out in Eurcpe our relations
with every one of the unfortun-
ale countries involved were in
every way friendly. It is true that
many years before we had had
some differences with France, but
they hed long since been ad-
justed, and we [elt toward the
French people and foward the
Covernment of FPrance, like ours
republican in form, nothing but
sineere and disinterested friend-
ship.

With England the situation was
a lttle different. We had fought
two blosdy wars with England—
one to obtaln our independence
as A people, and later the War of
1812, with theaccuses and ¢on-
seqilences of which we are all fa-
miliar, But the ties of race and
language and long commercial
association had iaught us to forget
much in British conduct - and
diplomacy which we have felt was
wrong and unfair in her dealings
with us and with other coun-
Lries.

With Germany likewize our re-
lations were friendly., Many hon-
dred of thousands of the subjects
of Germany had emigrated to
thiz country, and they and their
descendants had shown themselves
ko be in every way most worthy
and desirable citizens. The great
Civil war which saved the Union
wis successful largely through the

services rendered by Germans,
both as officers and as men
gerving in the ranlks.

B. A Gould, in a work dealing
with some of the phases of the
Civil war, and prepared soon after
its cloge, amone other things,
presented @ table of the relative
number of foreign-born soldiers
in the Union army. I quote from
that table as follows;

English ................ 15508
1 PSSO | | - ] |
German ..... . 1B7.858

All other fore'gn born .. 48,410

Later and more careful Inves-
tig- ‘ion of the statistics show
that there were in reality 216,000
native Germans in  the Union
army, and besides this, more than
300,000 Union soldiers who were
born of German parents.

More than one-hall a million
of the men who carried the mus-
ket to keep this govermmeni of
ours undivided wpen the map of
the world were men who are now
having their patriotism and loy-
alty to thiz country gquestioned,
with secrei-service men dogging
their fovisteps,

Who doés nol remember, among
the most gallant and distinguished
officers in the - Union army,
Schurz, Sigel, Rosencrans, and
seores of others? It i well bo re-
call also that when President
Lincoln issued his call for volun-
teers they voluntesred much more
largely frc ' + German-settled
ctates of the Middle West than
from the war-mad States of the
Epst, Is hirtory to repeat 1tself?

The German people, either in
this count- = n he fatherland,
pn=ed no tribute from me or from
anyone else, In whatever land
they have lived, they have left a
record of courage, loyalty, hon-
esty, and high ldeals second to no
people which ever inhabited this

‘rth since th- dawn of history.

If the Cerman people are less
likely to be swept off their feet in
the present crisis than some other
nationalities, it is due to two facts.

In the frsg place, they have a
livelier appreciation of what war
means than has the average
American, and, in the second
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Place, German speaking and read-
ing people have had an oppor-
tunity to get both sides of the
present controversy, which no one
could possibly have who has de-
pended for his Information solely
on papers printed in English and
English publications.

I have said that with the causes
of the present war we have
nothing to do. That Is true. We
certalnly are nol responsible for
it. It originnted from causes be-
yongd the sphere of our infloence
and outside the realm of our ne-
spons'bility, It is not inadmis-
sible, however, to say that no re-
sponsibls narrator of the events
whicrh have led up to this great-
est of all wars has falled to hold
that the government of each
coumtry engaged in it is at fault
for It

For my ewn part, I believe that
this war, lUke mearly all others,
originated in the selfish ambition
and eruel greed of a comparatively
few men in each government who
saw in war an opportunity for
profit and power for fhemselves,
==4 who were wholly indifferent
to the awful suffering they knew
that war weald bring to the
MASSES.

The German people had been
taught to believe that sooner or
lnter war was inevitable with
Engl-nd and France and probably
Russia allied agalnst her. It s
unfortunately true that there was
much in the secret diplomacy of
the years immediately preceding
the war in 1814 to afford founda-
tion for such belief.

The =~cr.t treaty between
France and England for the par-
tition of Morocco, while making a
publie treaty with “ermany, the
terms of which were diametrically
opposite to those of the secret
treaty, did “~+-ch to arouse the
suspleion and hostility of the Ger-
man people toward | th France
and England.

I doubt if the diplomatic his-
tory of any of - -ations of the
earth in clvilized tim-a can show
#0 repréhensible, so dishonest, so
perjurr “ecord 88 the Moroccan
aflair brings home to the doors of
those who were responsible for
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that Moroccan trealy, the diplo-
ma =48 of the French and
English governments.

Think of it, Mr. President! Ger-
man citizens had aequired prop-
erty as individ -' purchasers in
the rich —'-eral flelds of Morocco.,

tre- v was entered In*~ between
England, France, and Germany
which protesrted all the interests
of all those who =ig=sd the
trealy.

Then France and England exe-
cited a treaty, certain provisions
of which were not publizshed when
the freaty was published. By the
terms of these secrel provisions
German  ente—-'-- was to be
driven out of Morocco. Mark you,
it was not the people of France
and England—it was not even the
governments of the respective
countries—which were gullty of
the great wrong commitied
against bot™ Morocco and Ger-
many, but less th n a half dozen
ambitious, Intrigulng diplomats,
who made the secret plan to di-
vide *"~=ooco between France and
Bpaln.

Germany was to be thrown out.
Engl® 4 backed up France and
Spain in the disreputable deal and
received for her part of the swag
the relingulshment of France to
all rights where she hod therelo-
fore claimed in Bgvpt.

It was not until those facts
came out thet “he real hostile
feeling between Germany and
England began to develop, Here-
in history will find the real cause
for *hi- war. England would tol-
erate o commercial rivalry. Ger-
many would —~t submit to isola-
tion.

Of this incldent Mr. W. T.
Btead, in the Review of Re-
views for December, 1811, had
this to =ay:

“We are nearly involved in the
stupendous catastrophe of a gi-
gantie war with the greatest of
all world powers in order Lo en-
nble France to tear up the treaty
of Algeciras by taking pmadin
~f the Empire of Morecen,
independence and In'luriur we
were pledged to defend. It is not
to our interest to make over (o
France a vasi domaln In noerih-
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ern Africa. * * * The fact re-
mains that in order to put Fi_ oo
in possession of Morocco we all
but went to war with Germany.
We have escaped war, bui we have
not escaped the natural and abid-
ing enmily of the German people.
Iz it ~ossible to frame a heavier
indictment of the forelgn poliey of
any Brilish ministry? The secret,
the open secret of the almost in-
credible erime against treatly Faith,
British intercsis, and the peace
of the world is the wnfortunate
[set that Sir ‘ward Grey has
been dominated by men at the
foreign offi=e wha believe all con-
sideratlons must be subordinated
to the supreme duty * thwarting
Germany at every lurn, even if in
s0 doing British Interests, treaty
faith, and the peace of the world
wre trampled underfoot. 1 speak
that of which 1 know."

This i3 but one of the many
Instances that illustrate the char-
acter of the diplomacy which has
been conducted in Europe during
the last few years, and it is in
thi=s kind of diplomaey that we
must become a partner also if we
become a party to the war,

A celebr-t~4 Englishman, Sir
John Fisher, as a delegate to one
of the early Hapgue conferences,
Iz credited with having sald:

“In eage of war I should have
only one aim, even if I had to
violate every one of the rules
lnld down by the peace confer-
ence—to win, The diplomats can
negotiate afterwards.” (See “The
Inevitable War" by Prancis De-
lalst.)

Buch were the ideals the people
of Europe had been raunght to
hold in preparation for the great
WAr,

+ o+ *

N August 6, 1814, and within

a few daye after the be-

ginning of the war Secre-
tary Bryan through Ambnassador
Page inguired whether England
would agree that the naval war-
fare shounld be conducted accord-
ing to the declaration of Lon-
don

A’E.ttleumeﬂmtlheaumnln-
gquiry was mddressed to the res-
pective governments of the war-
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ring countries through our am-
bagsadors at St. Petersburg,
Parls, Berlin, and Vienna. The
inquiry addressed to Great Brit-
alni was as follows:

Depariment af Stale
Washington, Aug. 6, 1914
-1 pum.

“Mr. Bryan insirocts Mr. Page
to inguire whether the BEritish
government is willing fo agree
that the laws of maval warfare
ag laid down by the declaration
of London of 1900 shall be appli-
cable to naval warfare during the
present conflict in Europe, pro-
vided that the governments with
whom Great Britain is or may be
at war alse agree lo such appli-
cation. Mr. Bryan further in-
siructs Mr, Page to stale that the
government of the Uniled Stales
believes that an aceeplance of
these laws by the belligerents
would prevent grave misunder-
standings which may arise as to
the relations between neutral
powers and the belligérents. Mr.
Bryan pdds that it is ecarnestly
hoped that this inguiry may re-
eceive faverable consideration.™

Germany and Austria jromptly
replied that they would be bound
by the declarstion of Londen. 1
quote the reply of each:

American Embassy,
Berlin, Aug. 22, 1914
12 midnight.

“Mr, Gerard refers to depart-
ment's Aug. 10, 4 p.m., and says
his Aug. 20, 1 am., by way of
Copenhagen, states that the Ger-
man govern.oent will apply the
declaration of London, provided
itz provisions are not disregarded
by other belligerents.”

Russia and France walted (o
hear from England. Ambassador
Page finally transmitted Eng-
lands reply on Augist 27, 1914,
That reply, omitting the Imma-
terial parts, was as follows:

“I haye the honor to inform
your excellency that His Majes-
t¥'s government who attach great
importance to the views exproess-
ed im your excellemey's nole are
animated by a keen desire to
consult so far as possible the in-
teresis of mewiral counirles have
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given this matter their most care-
ful considerstion, and have
pleasure In  stating that they
have declded to adopt generally
the rules of the declaration in
guestion, subject to certain modi-
fientions and additions which
they judge indispensable to the
efficient conduct of their naval
operitions. A detailed explana-
tion of these additions and modi-
fications is contalned In the in-
closed memorandom.'

“The necessary steps lo carry
the above decision inio effect
have now been taken by the is-
S of an order In council, of
which I have the honor to in-
close coples herein for your ex-
eelleney’s  information and for
transmission to your govern-
ment.”

The modifications and addi-
tiong guoted which Great Britain
made to the declaration of Lon-
dom were so completely subversive
of the essentip] principles pro-
vided by that declaration that
nothing was left to do except to
treat the British answer 8z a re-
fusal to be bound in any material
respect by the declaration of
London, and accordingly on Oct,
22, 1914, our government replied
as follows:

“Innsmuch as the British gov-
ernment consider Lthal the com-
ditions of the present Enropean
conflict make it impossible for
them to accept without modifi-
cation the declaration of London,
¥ou are réquesied to inform His
Majesiy’s government that in the
gircumstances the government of
the Uniled States feels obliged o
withdraw ils suggestion that the
declaration of Londow be adopied
as a temporary code of naval
warfare o be observed by belli-
perenls and newirals during the
present war; that therefore this
government will fnsist that the
rights and duties of the United
States and ils citieens in  the
present war be defined by the ex-
isting rules of international law
and the treaties of the United
States irrespective of the provi-
slons of the declaration of Lom-
don; and that this Gevernment
reserves the right te enter a pro-

test or demand in each case in
which these rights and duties se
defined are vielated or their iree
exercise interfercd with by the
aunthoritics of Hiz PBrittanic Ma-
jesty's Government.” Lansing.

Thus was the first step taken
in that ruthless naval warfare
which has since horrifled the
civilized world, Thus did Great
Britain Initiate her naval wal-
fare, and Induce her allies to do
the same, by repudiating the
rulez of naval warfare end the
rights of neutrals upon the sea,
which had been declared and
agread to by Lhe representatives of
all the great powers of the world,
including our own.

Of course, it i= well understood
that the governments had not
ratified it, but their representa-
tives had agreed to it

Mr. ENOX: Mr. President——

The PRESIDENT pro tempore:
Does the Senator from Wisconsin
yield to the Senator from Penn-
sylvania?

Mr, LA FOLLETTE: I certain-
Iy da.

Mr. ENOX: In the interest
only of accuracy, may I ask, do
I understand the Benator to state
that all of the powers had agreed
to the declaration of London Tt
that correct?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE: I stated
thai the representatives of all
of the powers had signed and
agreed to it.

Mr, ENOX: Bui i had not
been ratificd by the govermments.

Mr. LA POLLETTE: It had not
been, 1 hat already so stated
before the Stnator from Penn-
s¥lvania rose.

Mr., ENOX: Did the Senator
state specifically that Great
Britain had never ratified the
declaration of London

Mr. LA FOLLETTE: I did not;
but I mow state that fact.

Mr. ENOX: The senator so
understands it?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE: I 4 un-
derstand it; bu: I say that the
representatives, the enlightened
men Wwho wel sent there by
their respective governments, in
the calmness of the dellberations
of that assembly wrote the de-
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claration of London as the ex-
pression—the  enlightened, hu-
mane expresslon—of the rules of
warfare based upon internation-
ol Inw, as they understood it, and
that final and formal ratifiea-
tiom by the governments had not
been econsummated does not
change that fact.

This case of ours In going into
this war will not be tried by his-
tory upon technicalities, but upon
great fundamental, underlying
principles, and the declaration of
London was the expression—the
codification of the well-settled
and accepted principles of inter-
national law on the subjects cov-
ered relsting to paval warfare by

And the government of Ger-
many that is arraigned here every
hour as the most bloodthirsty
government on earth, responding
to the inguiry of our government,
agreed that she would suspend
or wipe out her right to the use
of the submarine In conformity
with our suggestions provided
that the rules lald down in the
London declaration were adhered
to by all of those who had parti-
cipated in it and who were then
parties to the war,

Mr. BETONE: Mr. President—

The PRESIDENT pro tempore:
Does the Senator from Wiscon-
sin yield to the E¢nator from
Missour?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE: I vield for
a guestion.

Mr, STONE: The question Is
suggested by what the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Enox)
.asked the Senator from Wiscon-
sin, whether the pgovernment of
Great Britain had ever ratified
the declaration of London, Did
the government of Great Brit-
ain, or any other of the govern=
ments participating in the con-
ference, reject that declamation?

Mr. LA POLLETTE: I believe
they never did. I think I am en-
tirely safe in saying that they
had never rejected or disaffirmed
the act of their representatives
in the London confersmece,

For reasons which become
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clearer as we advance It suited
England's policy to disregard the
rules of civilized naval farfareas
the same were codified and clear-
Iy set forth in the decl ration of
Lomdon and revert to that im-
definite and conflicting bedy of
precedents ecalled international
law, in which can be found mu-
thority for doing amything you
have the power to do.

The declaration of London, pro-
mulgated in 1000, as I have stai-
ed, was the work of the accredit-
ed represeritatives of the leading
nations of the world, who met in
London at England's peguest.
Among the nations represented
were Germany, the United Btates,
Austria, Russia, Franee, Great
Britain, Italy, Japan, Holland,
and other leading nations. The
way had been prepared for such
A great conference by the various
Higupe conventions and the dis-
cussions therein,

The sentiment of the civilizad
world demanded such a confer-
ence, and the natioms of the
world accepted the declaration of
London as being the best and
most humane, statements of the
rules of naval warfare which

contained in the following chap-
ters correspand in substance with
the generally recognized primei-
ples of international law."

Article 85 provided, “‘the pro-
vislons of the present declaration
form an indivisable whole.”

When, therefore, Great Britain
made waste paper of this declara-
tion, as she did early im the war,
it onght not to have been diffi-
cult to have foreseen the inevita-
ble result. There are a few sim-
ple propositions of international
Iaw embodied in the declaration
of London to whish in this con-
nection it iz important to call at-
teéntion, Ome is that, “a blockade
must be limited to the ports and
consts belonging to or occupled by
the enemy." (BSee art. 1)

There has been international
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Inw since we have had a body of
imternational rules called inter-
national law, and that was ex-
pressed in the London declara-
tion, which was joined in by the
representatives of Great Britain.
Ir that had been adhered to, Do
declaration taking this country
into the war would be before use
this afternocon.

1 repeat it. ©Ome of the de-
clarations reads as follows:

“A blockade muost be limited to
the poris and coasts belonging to
or occupied by the enemy.” (See
art, L)

Amnother iz that a blockade in
ofder to be binding upon anyone
must be “maintained by a foree
sufficiently large to prevent ac-
gess to the enemy coast.” (See
art. 2.) Mot by sowing the open
sea with deadly econtact mines.
but by a large force which shall
maintain the blockade of the
ports, (Bee art. 2.)

Another is that a blockade
must undeér no circumstances bar
aceess to the ports or to the
eopsts of neutral countriss.

The press of this country has
attempted, from the very begin-
ning, to show that the povern=
ment of the United Etates during
the Civil war get up and estab-
lished precedents that violated
the proposition enunciated in the
statement which I have just read.

A decision of the supreme
court of this country—and it is
to the honor of America that it
can be recited—denied to this
government, when it Was fighting
for its existence in the Clvil war,
the right to stop the shipment of
goods from England up the Rio
Grande to be landed on the
Mexican side, but really there-
after to be transported across to
Brownasville, Tex,, for the bene-
fit of the Bouthern Confederacy.

An opinion was written by the
supreme court that will thrill
with pride every Ametican heart.
At that time, Mr. President, the
eouft must have been under every
temptation which can be made to
appen] to the human heart to
shave and shade its views to meet
the exigencies of our government,

but against the interests of this
government and in vindication of
the principle of law necessary to
the malhténance of & body of If-
iernmational rules to protect the
rights of neutral commerce and
maintain peace between neatral
nations and belliperents they de-
nied the Interests of thiz govern-
ment {n that perilous hour and
sustained the right of the own-
ers of the vessel. This is the
holding in the Peterbofl case (5
Wall., 28%,

Another Important service
rendeted by the declaration of
London to 8 clvilized world was
the clear statement is furnished
of articles which were ¢ontra-
band, conditional contraband, and
those which under no circum-
stances could be declared contra-
band. (see arts, 23 to 27.)

+ & &
TALR about making war, about

hurling this government into

the bottomless pit of the Bur-
opean conflict to sustain the prin-
ciples of international law under
which we have suffered the loss
of some ships and some human
lives, when England, by her cotirse
in refecting the declaration of
London and in the manner of
conducting her naval warfare, has
wiped out the established rules of
International law which had grown
up through the centuries and
opened the pathway and set us
upon the road we have followed
atraight to the proceedings which
engage the attention of the Senate
this afterncon.

The distinction between articles
that are contraband and those that
are conditional contraband and
free i3 well understood. I will not
trespass upon the time of the sen-
ate fo discuss it. Articles which
are contraband are always liable
to capture by ome belligerent if
ghown to be destined to territory
belonging to or occupled by the
enemy, no matter to what particu=
lar port the contraband might be
billed.

Of this class, sccording to the
declaration of London, were all
kinds of arms, ammunition, pro=
jectiles, powder, clothing and
equipment of purely a military
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character, and other articles used
exclusively for war. Conditlonal
contraband was not llable to cap-
ture if bound for a neutral port,
and in any case the government
asserting the right to capture i,
even when it was moving direct to
the enemy country, was obliged
to prove that it was destined for
the use of the enemy armed forces
and not to the elvillan population.

Conditional contraband, accord-
ing to the declaration of London,
Included food of all kinds, cloth-
ing, wehicles, tools, and a wvast
multitude of other things enu-
merated which, while they mighi
be used by the armed forees,
were also susceptible to use by
the clvillan population. Goods on
the free lst, according to the
declaration of London, wWas raw
cotton, wool, substantially all
other raw materials, and a great
variety of other articles necessary
for a ecivilan population. Gooda
from the enemy country could not
be stopped, except by an efsctive
blockade, &

There is no escape from these
propositions. They are to be
found In every work upon inter-
national law, approved by every
court that has ever passed upom
the guestions relating to contra-
band, as shown by an unbroken
line of decisions.

Ag late as the Boer War, Lord
Balishury — now get this into your
minds if your titention has not
been directed to it before— when
asked the position of the Brit-
ish government regarding food-
gtuffz, which were and always had
been conditional contraband, Lord
Ealisbury said,

“Foodstuffs with a hostile des-
tination can be considered con-
traband of war only if they are
supplied for ‘he ememy's forces.
It is not sufficient that they are
capable of being so nsed; it must
be shown that this was in faot
their destination at the time of
the seizure,” Hales” American
Righils at Sea, p. 11}

In the very first days of the
war with Germany, Great Britain
set aslde and reversed this well-
established rule announced by
Lord Salisbury as to foodstuils.

Had zhe obeyed that rule of law
Germany would have received
food for her civillam population
through neutral merchantmen
and our neutrel commerge would
not have been attacked by
Cerman submarines,

HNow, that iz the way history
is poing to record it, Senators.
That 18 the undisputed fact and
there 18 nothing else to be said
about it. It has pleased those
who have been conducting this
campalgn through the press to
make a jumble of the izsues, un-
til the public sees nothing, thinks
of mothing but the wrongs com-
mitted by the German submarine,
and hears nothing, knows nothing
of the wrongdoing of England
that forced Germany to take the
course she has taken or submit to
the unlawful starving of her eivil-
ian population.

Now, I want to repeat: It
was our absolute right as a neu-
tral to ship food to the people of
Germany, That is a position
that we have fought for through
all of our history. The corres-
pondence of every Secretary of
State In the history of our gov-
ernment who has been called up=-
on to deal with the rights of our
neutral commerce a8 to foodstuffs
iz the position stated by Lord
Balisbury, just quoted. He was
in line with all of the precedents
that we had originated and estab-
lished for the maintenance of neu-
tral rights upon this subject.

In the first days of the wsar
with Germany, CGreat Britaln set
aside, a0 far as her own conduct
was concerned, all these rules of
civilized naval warfare,

According to the declaration
of London, as well ss the rules
of inmternational law, thers could
have been no interference in
trade between United States and
Holland or Scandinavia and
other countries, except in the
case of ships which could be
proven to carry absolute contra-

. band, lke arms and ammunition,

with ultimate German destina-
tion.

There could have been na in-
terference with the importation
into Germany of any goods on
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the free list, such as cotton, rub-
ber, and hides. Theare could hawve
properly been no interference
with our export to Germany of
anything on ithe condltlonsl
contraband list, like fAour, grain,
and provislons, unless it could be
proven by England that such
ghipmentz were intended for the
use of the German Army.

There eould be no lawful inter-
ference with foodstuffs intemded
for the civilian population of
Germany, and i those foodstuffs
were shipped to other countries
to be reshipped to Germany, no
question could be raised that they
were not intended for the use of
the civiian population.

It 5 well to recall at this
point our rights as declared by
the declaration of London and
as declared without the declara=
tion of London and as declared
tion of London by settled prinei-
ples of international law, for we
have during the present war be-
come 50 used to having Creat
Britain disregard our right om
the high seas that we have really
forgotten that we have any, ns
far as Great Britain and her al-
lies are concerned.

Great Britain, by what she
called her modifications of the
declaration of London, shifted
goods from the free lst to the
conditional contraband and con-
traband lists, reversed the pre-
sumption of destination for

to exist at all must be effective,

Edwin J. Clapp, professor of
economics of New York Univer-
gity in his book, Economic As-
pects of the War, deseribes the
sltuation aptly. It Is supported
by all the authorities, but I guote
from him:

“The modifications (of the

upon Germany and, necessarily
wopon all neotral nations  that
trade with her.”

Again the same author says:

“This actlon stopped our di-
rect trade with Germany. It might
appear that goods on the free list
could still move., Some of them
did move, from free to contra-
band. People feared to ship the
others lest they should be so
listed while ships were on the
ocean, ang the goods made sub-
ject to seizure, Practically nothing
has been shipped to Germany
from thiz country but cotton, and
it was not shipped until Decem-
ber. In belated respomse to the
Insistence of southern senators
and of American business inter-
ests which had found themselves
gravely embarrassed by the cessa-
tiom of ecotton shipments. Great
Britain finally made a clear state-
ment that this particular com-
modity would not be considered
contraband,

“So much for direct trade with
Germany, There was =till a
method by which we should have
been able to export our goods and
discharge our neutral obligations
to trade with Germany as with
England. We might have carried
on this trade vin neutral ports
like Rotterdam or Copenhagen,
from which the goods might have
been shipped to Germany. The
declaration of London allows a
belligerent to interfere with =
shipment between two neutral
ports only when it consists of ab-
solute contraband for enemy ter-
ritory. Conditional contraband so
moving may not even be sus-
pected. The order in council-
changed this. It extended the new
intention of capturing conditional
contrmband to goods moving o
Germany e¢ven through a neutral
port, And, as explained, condl-
tiona] contraband was seizable i
destined to anyone in Germany;
it was not condifional but abso-
Tute.”

“The Britlsh action, besides
stopping our trade with Germany,
barring only & ceriain amount
of indirect trade carried on with
much diffteulty and danger, sub-
jected to grave peril our com-
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merce with other neutrals, The
Eritish contraband lists were ex-
tended so rapidly that soon al-
most no Important article of
commerce with neuatrals was free
from seizure by England, who
suspected everything on these lists
as belng of possible German des-
tination. By thess methods Eng-
land proposed to starve the civil-
ian poptlation of Germany and
destroy neutral trade.”

Mow, listen to the statement of
facts under the proposition:

On February 20, 1915, our gov-
ernment, through Secretary
Bryan, addressed the following
communication to the govermment
of Great Britain:

Deparimenti of State,

Washington, February 20, 1915

“You will please deliver to Sir

Edward Grey the following identic

note which we are sending Eng-
land and Germany:*

“Im view of the correspondence
which has passed between this
government and Great Britain
and Germany, respectively, rela-
tive to the declaration of a war
song by the German Admiralty
and the use af neutral flags by
British merchani wvessels, this
government ventures to express
the hope that the two belligerent
governments may, through recip-
rocal concessions, find a basis for
agreements which will relieve neu-
tral ships engaged in peaceful
commeree from the great dangers
which they will incur in the high
seas adjacent to the coasis of the
belligerents,””

“The government of the United
States respectfully suggests that
an agreement in terms like the
following might be entered into.
Thiz suggestion is mot to be re-
garded as in any sense a proposal
made by this government, for it
of course fully recogmizes that
it is not its privilege fo propose
terms of agreement  between
Great Britain and Germany, even
though the matier be one in which
it and the people of the United
States are direcily and deeply
interested. Tt is merely ventur-
Ing te take the liberty which it
hopes may be accorded a sincere
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friend desirons of embarrassing
neither nation invoelved and of
serving, if il may, the common
interests of humanity. The course
outlined s offered in the hope
that it may draw forth the views
and elicit the somggestions of the
British and German governments
on g matler of capital interest to
the whole workd,”

Now, after all that prefatory
matter—which I might have omit-
ted, I suppose, to save time—we
come to the proposition:

“Germany and Great Britain
to agree:"™

“1, That neither will sow any

foating mines, whether upon the
high seas or in territorial waters;
that neither will plant on the high
seas anchored mines, except with-
in cannon range of harbors for
defensive purpose only: and that
all mines shall bear the stamp of
the government planting them
and be so constructed as to be-
come harmless if separated from
their moorings.
“2. That meither will use sub-
marines to attack merchant ves-
sels of any nationality except to
enforce the right of wisit and
search.™

"3, That each will require
their respective merchant vessels
not to use peutral flags for the
purpose of disgulse or ruse de
guerre,"”

Germany to agree:

“That all importations of food
or foodstuffs from the United
Btates {and from such other neu-
tral countries as may ask it) into
CGermany shall be consigned to
agencles to be designated by the
United Btates government: that
these American agenmeies shall
have entire charge and control
without interference on the
part of the German government
of the receipt and distribution of
such Importations, and shall dis-
tribute them solely to retafl deal-
ers bearing licenses from the
German government  entitling
them to receive and furnish such
fopd and foodstufls to nopcom-
batants only; that any violation
of the terms of the retailers' l-
shall work a forfelture of
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and foodstuffs for this purpose;
and that such food and foodstufls
will not be requisitioned by the
Cerman government for any pur-
pose whatsoever or be diverted to
the use of the armed forees of
Germany.”

Great Britaln to agree:

“That food and foodstufls will
not be placed upon the absolute
contraband list, and that ship-
ments of such commodities will
not be interfered with or detained
by British authorities if con-
signed to agencles designated by
the United States government in
Germany for the receipt and dis-
tribution of such cargoes to H-
censed German retailers for dis-
tribution solely to the noncoms
batant population,

“In submitting this proposed ba-
sis of agreement this government
does not wish to be understood
as admitting or denylng any bel-
ligerent or neutral right establish-
ed under the principles of inter-
national law, but would consider
the agreement, i acceptable to
the interested powers, g modus vi-
vendi based upon expediency
rather than legal right and as
not binding upen the United
SBtates, elther in its present form
or in a modified form, until ac-
cepted by this government.

BRYAN."

EC

ITHOUT quoting at length

the replles of the gov-
ernments  of Germany

and Great Britain, it is sufficlent
to say that under date of March
1, 1915, the German government
replied sibstantially acceding to
the propasition made by the gov-
ernment of the TUnited Stales,
and ¢n March 15 the British gov-
ernment replied substantislly re=-
fusing to accede to our reguest,

It will be moted that at this
time the deadly submarines of
Germany and the equally deadly
mines of Great Britaln had ren-
dered the high seas aangercug to
the lives of al neutrals, but the
English steamship  Lusitania,
loaded with 6,000,000 rounds of
ammunition dest!ned for the
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English army, had not been gunk
with the consequent loss of Am-
erican lives, and the damage to
peutrals had not been heavy
compared with that which they
have since suffered.

Here again the solp responsi-
bility for continuing the unlaw-
ful naval warfare must rest upon
Great Britain and her allies,
Germany, knowlng as the world
did not then know the possibility
of destruction contalfed In the
submarine branch of her navy.
and at the risk of being thought
wenk and anxious for peace, of-
fered to agree If Grest Britain
and her allies would do the same,
to those suggestions of ours
which wou'd have avoided all the
pcts of which we complain today.

It is not my purpose to go into
detail into the violations of our
neutrality by any of the belllg-
erents. While Germany has again
and again yielded to our protests,
I ¢o not recall a single instance
in which a protest we have made
to Gireat Britain has won for us
the slightest consideration, ex-
cept for a ahort time In the case
of cotton,

I will not stop to dwell upon
the multitude of minor violations
of our neutral rights, such as
seizing our mal's, violations of
the neutral flag, seizing and ap-
prepriating our  goods  without
the least warrant or authority in
law, and impressing, selzing, and
taking possession of our vessels
and putting them inte her own
servige,

I have constitvents, American
citimens, who organized a com-
pany and invested large sums of
money |n the purchase of ships
to engage in foreign carryving,
Several of their vessels plying
between the United States and
Bouth America were captured al=-
most in our own territoripl wa-
ters, taken possession of by the
Brit'sh pgovernment, practically
confiscated, and put into her
service or the serviee of her ad-
miralty. They are there today, and
that company iz helpless. When
they appealed to our Depart-
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ment of Etate they were advised
that they might “file” their
papers.

And they were given the Ffiif-
ther suggestion that they could bire
an attorney and prosecute thelr
case in thy Eng lsh prize court
The ccmpany did hire an attor-
ney and sent him to England,
pnd he iz there now, and has
beenn there for almost a year,
trying to got some redress, some
relief, some adjustment of those
rights.

But those are individual cases
Tuers are many others. All these
violations bave come [rom Creat
Britain and her allies, and Are
in perfect harmony with Britain's
traditicnal poliey as absolute
maszter of the seas

I come now, however, to ofé
other event in the naval policy of
Great Britain durlng this war,
which to my mind is absolutely
controlling upon the action we
shoud take upon the guestion
under consideration,

On the 2d of Movember, 1914,
only thres months after the be-
ginning of the war, England is-
sued g proclamation, the most
ruthless and sweeping in its vio-
lation of neutral rights that up
to that time had ever emanated
from a civilizad government ef-
gaged in prosecuting a war, an-
nouncing that on three day’s no-
tice all of the North Sea, freg un-
der international law to the
trade of the world, would be en-
tered by our merchant ships at
their perll. She based her action
upon the assertion that the Ger-
man government had been scat-
tering mines in waters open to
the world"s commerce.

The materia] portions of it are
ag follows:

“During the last week the Ger-
mans have scaltered mines in-
diseriminately in the open gea on
the main trade roulte from
America to Liverpool wvia the
north of T-eland.

“Peaceful merchant ships have
already been blown up, with loss
of life, by this agency. * * #

“In these clreomstances, hav-
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ing regard to the great interests
entrusted to the British navy,
to the safety to peaceful com-
merce on the high seas, and to
the maintenance within the lim-
its of international law of trade
between mneutma] countries, (he
Admiraity feels It necessary to

propriate to the navel conditions
under which this war is being
waged.

“It therefore gives notice that
the who'e of the North Sea must
be considered a military area.
Within this area merchant ship-
ping of all kinds, traders of all
countries, fishing craft and all
other vessels will be exposed to
the gravest dange s from mines
It has been necessary to lay and
froom  warships searching vigi-
lantly by mighi and day for sns-
picions craft. * *= *

“Every effort will be made to
convey this warning fo neuiral
countries and to wvessels om the
sea; bot from Nov., 5 enward the
Admiralty arndunces that all
ships passing a lUne d-awn from
the mnorthern point of the He-
brides through the Farne Islands
to Iceland do =¢ at their own
peril.”

The North Sem, a great stretch
of the Atlantis Ocean, extending
from Scotland to Iceland, was
barred to the commerce of the
world, the npeutral commerce,
that had the same right there
that you have to walk down
Pennsylvania Ave.

Bafore considering the pirati-
cal characfer of this document
as g whole it will be noted that
while it proprses to use every ef-
fort to warn neutral shipping it
alows Jjust thres days for the
warning.

I you observe that the country
with whom we are about to yoke
ourselves lssued this proclama-
tion, unheard of before in the
history of the werld,. mining a
great arep of the Atlantic ocean
with deadly contact mines, and
gave to the neutral nations only
threp days' notice? It issued its
declaration on the 2Znd of MNo-
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vember, and it went into effecton
the Sth of November.

Of the preliminary allegations
in the note concerning the scat-
tering of mines by Germany in
the open sea around the British
Isles, no proof of it hag ever been
furnished, g0 far as I am aware,
and, even if it were true, it cer-
tainly woild not have remedied
the comdition to mine a much
larger portion of the sen upon
which neutral ships must travel

I say this because of the high-
sounding but obviously false and
hypocritica! assertion contained
in the proclamation that Britain
iz taking this action in order to
maintsin trade between neutral
countries within the limits of
international law. She was, in
fact, by her action absclutely de-
stroying trade betweem mneutral
countries, and the penalties for
disobeying her orders, and which
operate automatically and imex-
orably, was the destruction by
minecg of all ships and passengérs
venturing into the prohibited
portion of the sea.

Now we come to the most un-
fortunate part of our réecord. The
present administration agreed to
thiz lawless act of Greal Britain
I make this statement deliberate-
Iy and ful'y appreciating its con-
soquences, If we had entered mto
a contract with Grest Britain,
signed and sealed under the
great seals of the respective coun-
tries, agreeing that she should
commit the act of piracy involved
in mining the North Sea, we
wonld not more completely have
been bound by such contract
than we are bound by the con=
duct of the present administra-
tion,

It will be recalled that when
Secretary Bryan made his re-
quest of Great Britain to adhere
to the declaration of London, and
ghe refused, and he notified her
that the request wag withdrawn,
he declared in substance that he
would nevertheless hold her re-
sponsible for any vio'etlons of
international law, so far as they
affected our right as a neutral

nation. And from that time pro-
test after protest was made by
us; many against Germany and
s0me against COreat Britain and
her allies, whenever we claimed
that international law had been
wiolated,

The fact remains, however, that
from Mov. 2, when England de-
clared her settled purpose to mine
large areas of the public sea con-
trary to every prineiple of inter-
national law., the government
through the present sdministra-
tion has never uttered & word of
pratest,

If you think you can escape
the responsibility of that act and
hold other belligerents to the
strict requirements of interna-
tional law by play upon a phrase
¥ou are mistaken. You may make
this country declars war in your
attempt to do i, but your war
will not have the support of the
people.

Until the omisston of this ad-
ministration to uphold our rights
againsg CGreat Britain is correct-
we can never hope for popu-
support for & war waged to
force the same right against
the country at war with Great
Britain,

I do not meed to cite authori-
ties to show that the mining of
the North Bea by Great Britain
was illegal. In declaring her in-
tention to mine the MNorth Sea
Great Britain did not  pretend
that her act was legal, and af=-
tempted to justify It only on the
ground of necessity. Nor am I
aware that any responsible per-
som has ever attempted to defend
the legality of the act.

You have but to remember that
it England had a right te mine
the North Sea and a large por-
tion of the Allanlic ocean during
an indefinite period and thereby
exclude all commercial shipping,
then any two warring nations can
mine any or all portions of the
high seas as they choose and
thus destroy the neoiral com-
merce of the world so long as the
war shall last. Such a claim is too
absurd to merit consideration.

I will not dwell now upon the

BER
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physical consequences of this act
by Great Britain, for I am con-
cerned at this time simply with
the guestion of bhow this act by
our government has affected our
legal relations to Cermany.

You can not afford to declare
war and rest the right to do so
in history upon & violstion of in-
ternational law when we are o
any extent responsible for such
violation.

Mr. REED, Mr, President—

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
Does the senator from Wisconsin
yield to the senator from Mis-
souri?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I yield for
a question.

Mr. REED. Does the senator
have any other evidence that we
signed and sealed and delivered
a contract with Great Britain by
which we permited her to vio-
late international law than that
which he has just given, namely,
the assertion that we did not pro-
testy

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I have not
stated that we had a signed and
sealed compact.

Mr. REED. Mo; you stated—

Mr. LA FOLLETTE I was
reading from my manuscript and
I know just what I sald. The
senator misunderstood me.

Mr. REED. You stated that we
had done it as effectively—

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Just as
effectively as though §t were a
contract. [ think it waz just as
effective by a fallure to protest
a8 though 1t had been a contract.

I now proceed to make that
good by my argument, if the Sen-
ator will permit me.

Mr. REED. And you will not
permit any further interruption?
Very well, if that is the premise.

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. That is
my argument, and I am procesd-
ing to make it. In passing how-
ever, I desire to call attention to
the fact that the lawless action
of Great Britain resulted in the
loss of at least two of our ships—
the Carlb and the Ewvelyn—be-
cause they ventured into the zone
Great Britain had prohibited
them from entering—were sunk

by mines, with the loss of several
Houze Committee on Foreign Af-
American lives, (Minority report,
falts, H. R. 210562, 64th Cong.)

The only reastn we have
not suffered the sacrifice of
jost ps many ships and
Just =z many lives from the
viplation of our rights by the
war 2ohe and the submarine
mines of CGreat Britain, as we
have through the unlawful acts
of Germany in making her war
zone in viclation of our neutral
rights, iz slmply boecause we have
submitted to Great Britain's dic-
tation,

If our ships had been sent into
her forbidden high-sea war zone,
az they have Into the prescribed
Germany marked out on the high
seAs Hg B WAr zone, we would
have had the same loss of life
and property In the one case as
in the other, But because we
avoided doing that in the case
of England, and acquiesced in
her violation of law, we have
not only & legal but & mora! re-
sponsibility for the position In
which Germany has been placed
by our pollusion and co-operation
with Great Britain.

By suspending the rule with
reapect to neutral rights In Great
Britain's case, we have been nc-
tively aiding her in starving the
civil population of Germany. We
have helped to drive COermany
Inte & corner, her back to the
wall, to fight with what weapons
she can ]ay her hands on to pre=
vent the starving of her women
and children, her old men and
babes,

The [''msy claim which has
sometimes been put forth that
possibly the havoo In the North
sen was caused by German mines
iz too absurd for consideration.

I refer to the thres vesaels
sunk in the British war =zone
Why should Germany mine the
Morth sea, the gateway from the
Atlantic to her own ports and
those of Norway, Sweden, and
Holland, with whom she most de-
sired to trade and with whom her
relations were and are most
friendly? She doubtless placed
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some mines at the entrance of er
harbors f[or purposes of protec=
tion, as she had a right (o do, but
it is rideulous W suppose that
she would have mined the North
SO,
Basides this the records show
that up to Mar. 10, 1915, of the
fcating m nes that had been taken
and rendered harmbass aong the
Dutch coast 214 were of British
origin, 93 Prench, and only 23
German, (P, 142, Economic As-
pects of the War, by Clapp.)

The same author at page B8
thus speaks of the result of the
mining of the North Sea by Great
Britain:

“Becanse of these floating
mines in the North Sen literally
soores of vessels were Jost, mostly
belonging to the Scandinavian
countries or Holland. Three Amer-
pran vesselds were included — the
Greenbriar, Carlb, and Evelyn.
Because of the danger of mines
ocean freight and war-risk In-
surangg rates became a  very
heavy borden on shippers and
buyers, and in the case of some
commaoditie s became  prohibitive
of commerce; a policy of unecer-
tainty and fear throwm over the
commercial worid.™

Days, weeks, and months went
by, and still no protest came from
the American government against
this unlawful act on the part of
CGireat Britain,

She did this unlawful thing om
the 5th day of Nowvember, Ger-
many walted and walted, week af-
ter week, fcr th's government to
ageert its neutral rlghts and de-
mand the opening of the North
sep t0 npeutral commerce. She
waited In wvain for three long
months for this government to
take some actlon, and not until
the 4th day of Pebruary—that
Iz my recoliection of the date; I
do mot know that I have it here—
did she 'n retaliation serve notice
upon thiz government of the es-
tablishment of her war sone.

Germany then did as a mat-
ber of retallation and defense
what Great Britaln had done
months previously porely as an
cffensive measure—established g

WAr Zome oOf wAr area, She in-
cuded in it portiors of the sea
about the Britich fslands, and gave
notice that ships coming within
it would be destroyed by mines or
submarines, even as English mines
in the North Ses destroyed the
ships which entered there,

+ + o+

T IS Germany's insistence upon
Ih&r right to biindly destroy

with mines and submarines in
the area she has declared as war
zone all ships that enter there,
that caures the whole trouble
existing between us angd Germany
today., It 18 for this, and this
only, that we are urged to make
War.

Yet In asserting this right or
in sinking the shipa in the pro-
soribed ares without warning,
Germany s doing only that
which England is doing in her
proscribed area, without consent.

Here |5 the parting of the ways.
When England, having previous-
Iy violated all neutral rights on
the high seas, mined the North
sea and asserted the right to
destroy blipdly, and mines can
can only destroy blindly, all ships
that traversed it, ome or two
courses was open to us.

We chose to acgulesce, but a
gingular thing transpired. I sup-
pose all senators have secured
the published coples of the diplo-
matic correspondence which has
been issued by the State depart-
ment,

I find all the correspondence
about the submarines of Ger-
many: I find théem arrayed: 1
find the noble warning Germany
that ghe would be held to a
“strict accountabllity” for viola-
tion of our neutral rights: but
you will search In wvalh these
volumes for a copy of the British
order in  council mining the
North sea.

I am falking now about prin-
ciples. You can not distinguish
between the principles which
sllowed England to mine a large
aren of the Atlantic ocean and
the North sea in order to shut in
Germany, and the principle on
which Germany by her subma-
rines seeks to destroy all ship-
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ping which enters the war zone
which she has lald out around
the British Isles.

The English mines are intended
to destroy without warning every
ship that enters the war zone she
has proscribed, killing or drown-
ing every passenger that cannot
find some means of escape. IiI is
nefther more nor less than that
which Germany tries to do with
her submarines in her war zone,
We scquiesced in England's ac-
tlon without protest. It {5 pro-
posed that we now go to war with
Germany for identically the same
action upon her part.

At this polnt, sir, I say with all
deference but with the absolute
certainty of conviction, that the
present admiinstration made a
fata] mistake, and if war comes to
this country with Germany for
the present causes it will be due
wholly to that mistake. The pres-
sent administration has assumed
and acted upon the policy that it
could enforce to the very letier of
the law the principles of interna=
tional law against one belligerent
and relax them as to the other,

That thing no nation can do
without loging its character ag a
neutral nation and without losing
the rights that go with strict and
absolute neutrality.

In an address delivered by the
president at a joint session of the
two houses of cobgress on Pebru-
ary 3, 1917, and relerring to the
reply which our government had
made to Germany’s prolest that
her enemies were perimtted to ap-
ply unlawful methods of naval
warfare, the president said that
Germany had been advised as
follows. Now listen to this—

MR. LEWIS. Mr., President,
will the senator from Wisconsin
allow me, before he proceeds with
that extract, to ask his view as to
what he means by the assertion
which he haz just made? In
other words, may I interrupt him
with an inguiry?

The PRESIDING OFFICER
(Mr, Woleott In the chair). Does
the Senator from Wisconsin yield
to the senator from Ilinois?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE, I yield for

& guestion if it does not divert
me from my argument,

Mr. LEWIS, 1 should lke to
azk the able senator as to whether
or not I am correct in under-
standing his arcument to mean
that, if we fail to declare war
apainst Great Britain because ol
wrongs committed against us by
Britain sufficlent to have had
war declared, therebhy we are pro-
hibited from declaring war against
another government that might
do acts which are themselves a
Justification for the declaration of
war?

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. The #h-
ator from Illinols will be best
answered ns I proceed with my
argument, which deals exactly
with the guestion.

Mr. LEWIS, I will not divert
the senator further, then if he
intenda to cover that matter,

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. It wil
not divert me. The senator will
be answered presently as well as
I am able to answer him,

I guote now from the presi-
dent's address of February 3,
1817, before the itwo houses of
COngress:

“In order, however, to avold
&ny possible mizunderstanding,
the govéernment of the United
States motified the Imperinl gov-
ernment that it can not for a
moment entertain, much less dis-
cuss, a sugpgestion that respect
by Cerman naval authorities for
the rights of citizens of the
United Stetes upon the high =eas
should In any way or In the
slightest degres be made con-
tingent upsn the conduct of any
other government affecting the
rights of neutrals and noncom-
batants. Responsibility in such
matters 1z single, not jolnt; ab-
solute, not relative™

That phrase the president has
used repeatedly in his addresses;
he hase used it at lenst thres
times, I thinT, and he has re-
ferred to it as baing a completa
and sufficlent answer to this
proposition. It misstates the law;
it asserts a principle that can not
be maintained for one moment
with a decent regard for equal
rights between nations with whom



wg are dealing uwpon a basis af
neutrality.

The offenses of Great Britain
and CGermany against us can
not be treated ms they might be
treated I those nations were not
at war with each other. TUn-
doubtedly, if those nations were
not at war with each other we
could suffer one to violate inter-
national law to our injury and
make no -protest and take no ae-
tlon ngainst the nations so of-
fending and hold the other to
strlet aceountability and compel
her o respect to the lmit our
rights under international Inw,
and if she refused we would be
justified in going to war about it

But when we are dealing with
Germany and Great Britain, war-
ring against each other, 50
evenly balanced im strength that
a little help to one or a lttle
hindrance to the other turns the
scale and spells victory for ome
and defeat for the other, in that
sitoation T say the principle of
international law steps in which
declares that any failure om our
part to enforce our rights cqually
against both is a gross aet of un-
neutrality.

That is precisely what we have
done, a5 I have shown. In the
early days of the conflict in this
matter of war zones of each bel-
ligerent, in submitting to Great
Britaln's dictation concerning
what might be treated as con-
traband, resulting finally in &
practical cessation of shipping to
German ports, we have done Ger-
many as much harm as though
we had landed an army In
France to fight beside the en-
tente allies.

How will history regard this
condoet of ours? How will our
own people regard it when they
come to onderstand i® We can
never justify it.

Jefferson asserted that we could
not permit one warring nation to
curtail our neutral rightz if we
were not ready to allow her enemy
the same privileges, and that any
other course entailed the sacrifice
cur our meutrality.

That iz the sensible, that 1z the
logleal position, Mo  neutrality
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could ever have commanded re-
spect if It was not based on that
equitable and just proposition;
and we from early in the war
threw our neutrality to the winds
by permitting England to make a
mockery of it to her advantage
against her chief enemy.

Then we expect to zay to the
enemy, “¥ou have got to respect
my rights as a neutral” What
iz the answer? I say Germany
haz been patient with us. Stand-
ing sirictly on her rights, her
answer would be, “Maintain your
newtrality; treat these other gov-
ernments warring against me as
you treat me if you want your
neutral rights respected.”

I say again that when two na-
tions are al war any neutral na-
tion, in order to preserve its char-
acter as a neutral nation, must
exact the same conduct from both
warTing nations; both must
equally obey the principles of in-
ternational law If a neutral na-
tion fails in that, then its righta
upon the high seaz—to adopt the
president's phrase—are relative
and not absolute.

There can be no greater viola-
tion of our neutrality than the
requirement that one of two bel-
ligerents shall adhere to the set-
tled principles of law and that
the other shall have the advan-
tage of not doing so. The respect
that German naval authorities
were required to pay to the rights
of our people upon the high seas
would depend upon the question
whether we had exacted the same
rights from Germany's enemies,

If we had not dome so we lost
our character as a neutral na-
tion, and our people unfortunately
had lost the protection that be-
longs to neutrals. Our responsi-
bility was joint in the sense that
we must exact the same conduct
from both belligeremts,

No prineciple of international
law iz better settled than that
which iz stated by Oppenheim,
the great English authority on in-
ternational law, in volume 2, page
305. He =aya:

“Neutrality as an attitude of
impartiality involves the duly of
abstaining either belligerent either



SEN. LA FOLLETTE'S SPEECH AGAINST WAR

actively or passively.”

The same author polnts out, on
pages 441 to 444, that a neutral
can not permit one belligerent
to do what another is not per-
mitted to do.

In the case of the Bermuda
(3 Wallace, p. 514) the supreme
court of the TUnited States points
oul that neutrality nvolves abso-
lute equality of treatment. The
court says:

“Neitral trade is entitled o
protection in all courts. Newlrals
in their own country may sell to
belligerents whatever belligerents
choose to boy. The principal ex-
ceptions to this rule are that
neutrals must not sell to one bel-
ligeremt what they refose to sell
to the other,"

And so forth.

In the case of Resolution (Ped-
eral court of appeals, 1781; 2
Dalles, 19} it s said that the idea
of & meutral nation “implea two
nations at war and a third in
friendship with both.”

J. Quiney Adams, Secretary of
State, on May 18, 1818, said:

“By the usual principle of in-
ternational Iaw the siate of neu-
trality recognizes the cause of
both parties to the contest as just
—that is, it aveids all consider-
ation of the merits of the con-
test.” BSee Moore's International
Law Digest, vol. 7. P. 860.)

Oppenheim on International
Law, volume 11, second edition,
paragraph 284, page 362, saya:

“Bince neuirality is an attitode
of impartiality, it exclodes suoeh
assistance and specor to ome of
the belligerents as is deirimental
to the other; and further, swech
injuries to the one as benefit the
other.”

The best and clearest exposi=
tion of the exact guestion, how-
ever, was made long ago by one
of the greatest of Democrats and
stateemen of this country —

Thomas Jefferson, Mr, Jefferson,
then Secretary of State, in writ-
ing to Thomas Pinckney, United
States minister to Great Britain,
regarding England's stoppage of
our food shipments to France.
with whom England was then at
war, dealt with precizsely the
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same situation that confronts
President Wilson in the war be-
tween Germany and England, but
Becretary Jefferson dealt with
the situation in precisely the op-
posite manner from that adopted
by President Wilsomn.

In this letter, under date of
Beptember 7, 1783, Secretary Jef-
ferson sald:

“The first article of il (the
British order) permits all ves-
sels laden wholly or in part with
corm, or meal, bound to any pert
in France, to be stopped and sent
inte any British port, to be pur-
choased by that government or to
be released only on the somdition
of security givem by the master
that he will proceed to dispose
of his earge in the poris of some
country in amity with his maj-
esty.”

“This article is so manifesily
contrary to the law of nations
that nothing more would seem
necessary the to ooserve that it
is s0."

How much less was it obnoxious
to the law of nations than
mining the great area of the
North Sea. .

“Heason an  usage have es-
tablished that when twe nations
go to war those who choose Lo
live In peace, retain this neniral
right to pursue their agriculiore,
manufactures, and other grdinary
vecations; to earry the produce of
their industry, for exchange to all
nations, belligerent or neutral,
as vseal; to go and come freely
without injury eor molestation,
and, im short, that the war
among others shall be, for them,
as H it did noi exist. One re-
striction on those mutual righis
has been submitted to by nations
at peace; that iz to say, that
of mot furnishing to either party
implements merely of war, for
the annoyance of the other, nor
anything whatever to place hlock-
aded by its enemy.

“This act, loa, tends directly to
draw us from that state of peace
in which we are wishing to re-
main. It is an essential char-
acter of neutrality to furnish no
alds (net stipulated by trealy) to
one party which we are mnot
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equally ready to furnish to the
other. If we permit corn to be
sent to Great Britnin and her
friemds, we are egually bound to
permit it to France. To resiraln
it would be a partiality which
might lead to war with Franece,
and, beiween restraining it our-
selves and permitting her enemies
to restrain it unrighifolly is ne
difference. She would consider
this as a mere pretext, of which
she would not be the dupe; and
ong what honerable ground coold
we olherwise explain it? Thus
we should see oursclves plunged
by this unauthorized act of Great
Britain into a war, with which
we meddle not and which we
wish to aveid, i justice to all
parties, and from all parties, will
enable us to aveld it."”

In the same letter Jefferson

says:
— loss of our produce des-
tined for forelgn wmarkets or
that loss which would result from
an arbitrary restraint of our mar-
kets Is a tax too serlous to ac-
quiesce in, It is not enough for &
nation to say, “We and our
friends will buy your produce®™
We have a right to answer that
It sults us better to sell to their
enemies as well as thelr friends, *
* * Further, he says:

"Were we to withhold from
her (France) supplies of provi-
slons, we should in like manner
be proud to withhold them from
her epemies alzo and thus shut
to ourselves all the ports of Eu-
rope where corn i= In demand or
make ourselves parties in the
war., This s a dilemma which
Great Britaln has no right to
force upon us, and for which no
pretext can be found in any part
of our condoct. She may, in-
deed, feel the desire of starving
an enemy nation, but she can
have no right of doing it at our
lozs mor of making us the instro-
ments of L

And with a firmness which it
would have been well had the
present administration emulated.
it 18 said:

“It is with concern, however, I
am obliged to observe that &0
marked has been the inattention
of the British court to every ap-
plication which has been made
to them on any subject hy this
government (not & single answer,
1 believe, having ever been given
to one of them, except in the act
of exchanping a minister) that it
may become unavoidably in cer-
taln cases, where an answer of
some sort [8 necessary, to consid-
er their silence as an answer.”

Had the plain principle of in-
ternationa] law announced by
Jefferson been followed by us we
would not be called on today to
declare war upon any of the bel-
ligerents, ‘The fallure to treat
the belligerent natlons of Europe
allke, the failure o reject the
unlawful “war zones"” of both
Germany and Great Britaln, 1=
wholly accountable for our pres-
ent dilemma,

We should not seek to hide our
bunder behind the smoke of bat-
tle, to Inflame the mind of our
people by half truths into the
frenzy of war, in order that they
may Dever appreciate the real
cause of it until it is too late. I
do not believe that our national
hongr is served by such a course.
The right way ls the honorable
way.
One alternative fs to adm’t our
Initinl blunder to enforce our
rights agninst Great Britaln as
we have enforced our rights
egainst Cermany;: demand that
both those nations shall respect
our neutral rights upon the high
sens to the letters and give notice
that we will enforce those rights
from that time forth against both
belligerents pnd then live up to
that notice.

The other alternative iz to
withdraw our commerce [Tom
both. The mere suggestion that
focd supplies would be withheld
from both sides Impartially
woilld compel belligerents to ob-
sorve the principle of fresdom of
the seas for neutral commerce,

{The End)
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And from that day to this, Mr. Chairman, there has come down
through all the ages a Thomas sect, who, having eyes, see not,
and, having ears, hear not, and neither will they apprehend nor
understand. These gentlemen pretend not to believe those German
atrocities until they first thrust their un-American, Germanized
hand into the bleeding and riven side of the American Republic,
And in this discussion to-day I am sorry to say that certain
gentlemen who are clothed with power upon this floor—American
citizens who only last Monday held up their hands and, facing
that flag yonder and the portrait of the Father of his Country
and that other portrait over there, the great Lafayette, who
came hither from abroad and gave his chivalry and services to
our cause; some of these gentlemen who took the oath of office,
I say, in the presence of all these stimulating suggestions and
inspiring influences—have championed not American rights, but
they have espoused the cause and defended the vandalism of
Prussian autoeracy. [Applause.] However, from this time on,
when war is declared, there must be, Mr. Chairman,. no divided
America, because a house divided against itself ean not stand.
Every man must be either for his country or against his coun-
try. [Applause.]

The time will soon be here when every citizen must stand and
uphold the rights and honor of an Americanized democracy or
condone the piracy and vandalisin of a Prussianized autoecracy.
And how does the Zimmermann note, an officinl document inter-
cepted, written to the German minlster in the City of Mexico,
appeal to men of patriotic blood and American fervor?

How would it appear, Mr. Chairman, when"the war is over,
should we be trampled in the dust by a divided Americanism,
if this country, born in the shock of battle and dedicated to the
freedom of Americans and to the rights of humankind the world
over—how would it appear to those Americans and to their
followers and to their champions if this Republic should be
Japanesed and Mexicanized and Prussianized, if you please?
Yet this is the proposition officially made by Germany. I repeat,
this is no time for division. Every man should stand with his
face to the enemy, and give, if need be, of his blood as well as
of his treasure. We have been at war for the past two years,
hut it has been a one-sided, a unilateral war, a_war conducted
by Germany against American rights and American citizens.
I believe that when the sword is drawn it will be drawn in
honor and sheathed in American glory. We seek no conquest,
said the President the other day. We seek no territorial ag-
grandizement, We seek no indemnities. We will give of our
blood and of our treasure that which becometh a great, free
people to give, that their rights shall be maintained not only
upon land but upon the seas, and that democracy finally shall
inherit the earth. And with this spirvit, Mr. Chairman, and ani-
mated by this fervor and this patriotic impulse, we will go for-
ward, doing our duty as America has always done, though the
very heavens fall. [Applause.] Of course I do not know the
extent. of the opposition to this resolution. So far as I am.
concerned, permit me to say that I myself have been depressed
for many weeks, and have carried, indeed, a most heavy heart.
This is the most solemn hour the Republie has witnessed in half
a century. This will be the most solemn vote ever cast by me.
The war is forced upon us, and to strike back is our only alterna-
tive; otherwise we would earn and deserve the contempt of all’
mankind. Ivery patriotic American will stand for his country
and give of his mite, even to the sacrifice of his property. and
his life itself, if need be. And this is the appeal that the Ameri-
can people will make to Amerieca—that that flag, the insignia
of national honor and American rights, may not trail in the
dust, but may be upheld triumphant and victorious, to champion
the rights of democracy and of mankind everywhere. [Ap-
plause.]

Mr. KITCHIN. Mr. Chairman——

The CHAIRMAN. The gentieman from North Carvolina is
recognized for 10 minutes. [Applause.]

Mr. KITCHIN. Mr., Chairman, in view of the many assump-
tiong of loyalty and patriotism on the part of some of those who
favor the resolution, and insinuations by them of cowardice
and disloyalty on the part of those who oppose it, offshoots,
(doubtless, of a passionate moment, let me at once remind the
House that it takes neither moral nor physical courage to de-
clare n war for others to fight. [Applause.] It is evidence of
neither loyalty nor patriotism for one to urge others to get into
a war when he knows that he himself is going to keep out.

The depth of my sorrow, the intensity of my distress in con-
templating the measureless step proposed, God only knows.
The right and necessity of this momentous resolution are ad-
dressed to the individual judgment of the Members of the
‘House. " Too grave is. the responsibility for anyone to permit

another to stand sponsor for his conscience.
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Profoundly impressed with the gravity of the situation, ap-
preclating to the fullest the penalties which a war-mad mo-
ment will impose, my conscience and judgment, after mature
thought and fervent prayer for rightful guidance, have marked
out clearly the path of my duty, and I have made up my mind
to walk it, if I go barefooted and alone. [Applause.] I have
come to the undoubting conclusion that I should vote against
this resolution. [Applause.] If I had a single doubt, I would
with profoundest pleasure resolve it in favor of the view of the
administration and of a large majority of my colleagues, who
have so recently honored me with their confidence. I know
that I shall never criticize any Member for advocating this reso-
lution. I concede—I feel—that he casts his vote in accordance -
with sincere conviction. I know, too, that for my vote I shall
be not only criticized, hut denounced from one end of the coun-
try to the other. The whole yelping pack of defamers and
revilers in the Nation will at once be set upon my heels. '

My friends, I can not leave my children lands and riches—
I can not leave them fame—hut I can leave them the name of an
ancestor, who, mattering not the consequences to himself, never
dared to hesitate to do his duty as God gave him to see it. [Ap-
plause.] )

Half the civilized world is now a slaughterhouse for human
beings. This Nation is the last hope of peace on .earth, good
will toward men. I am unwilling for my country by statutory
command to pull up the last anchor of peace in the world and
extinguish during the long night of a world-wide war the only
remaining star of hope for Christendom. I am unwilling by my
vote to-day for this Nation to throw away the only remaining
‘compass to which the world can look for guidance in the paths
of right and truth, of justice and humanity, and to leave only
force and blood to chart hereafter the path of mankind to tread.
. By passage of this resolution we enter the war, and the uni-
verse becomes one vast drama of horrors and blood—one bound-
less stage upon which will play all the evil spirits of earth and
hell, All the demons of Inhumanity will be let loose for a ram-
page throughout the world. Whatever be the future, whatever
be the rewards or penalties of this Nation’s step, I shall always
believe that we could and ought to have kept out of this war.

Great Britain every day, every hour, for two years has violated
American rights on the sens. We have persistently protested.
She has denied us not only entrance into the ports of the cen-
tral powers but has closed to us by force the ports of neutrals.
She has unlawfully seized our ships and our cargoes. She has
rifled our mails. She has declared a war zone sufficiently large to
cover all the ports of her enemy. She made the entire North
Sea a military area—strewed it with hidden mines and told the
neutral nations of the world to stay out or be blown up. We
protested. No American ship was sunk, no American life was
destroyed, because we submitted and did not go in. We kept
out of war. We saerificed no honor. . We surrendered perma-
nently no essential rights. We knew that these acts of Great
Britain, though in plain violation of international law and of
our rights on the seas, were not aimed at us. They were di-
rected at Her enemy. They were inspired by military necessity.
Rather than plunge this country into war, we were willing to
forego for the time our rights. I approved that course then; I
approve it now, ) - ’

Germany declares a war zone sufficiently large to cover the
ports of her enemy. She infests it with submarines and warns
the neutral world to stay out, though in plain vielation of our
rights and of international law. We know that these acts are
aimed not directly at us but intended to injure and cripple her
enemy, with which she is in a death struggle.

We refuse to yield; we refuse to forego our rights for the
time. We insist upon going in.

In my judgment, we could keep out of the war with Germany
as we kept out of the war with Great Britain, by keeping our
ships and our citizens out of the war zone of Germany as we
did out of the war zone of Great Britain. And we would sacrl-
fiee no more honor, surrender no more rights in the:one case
than in the other. Or we could resort to armed neutrality,
which the President recently urged and for which I voted on
March 1. . . . ..

But we are told that Germany has destroyed American lives
while Great Britain destroyed only property. Great Britain
destroyed no American lives, because this' Nation kept her ships
and her citizens out of her war zone which she sowed with
‘hidden mines,

But are we quite sure that the real reason for war with Ger-
many is the destruction of lives as distinguished from property,
that to avenge the killing of innocent Americans and to protect
American lives war becomes a duty?.
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Mexican bandits raided American towns, shot to death sleep-
ing men, women, and children in their own homes. We did not
go to war to avenge these deaths. We sent an armed expedi-
tlon into Mexico to hunt down and punish the bandits. Away
out from the American border the soldiers of Carranza, of the
Mexiean Government, which we had recognized, met our soldiers,
shot the American flag from the hands of an American soldier,
shot down to the death our soldiers, and Carranza, instead of
disavowing the dastardly act, defiantly approved and ratified it.
Yet we did not go to war to avenge the destruction of American
lives and the insult and assault on the -American*flag. We were
willing to forego our rights rather than plunge this country
into war while half the world was in conflagration. I approved
that course then; I approve it now.

Why can we not, why should we not, forego for the time being
the violation of our rights by Germany, and do as we did with
Great Britain, do as we did with - Mexico, and thus save the
universe from being wrapped in the flames of war.

I have hoped and prayed that God would forbid our country
going intd war with another for doing that which perhaps under
the same circumstances we ourselves would do.

Are we quite sure that in a war with Germany or Japan, if
our fleet was bottled up, helpless, and our ships of commerce
had been swept from the seas, all our ports closed by the enemy’s
fleet, imports of fuel and food and clothing for our people and
ammunition for our soldiers were denied, with our very life
trembling in the balance, we would not, in the last struggle for
existence, strike our enemy with the only weapon of the sea
vemaining, though in violation of international law? Would
one contend that under the circumstances our submarine com-
manders should permit the-landing at the ports of the enemy
arms and -ammunition with which to shoot down ocur brave
American boys when they had it in their power to prevent it?
Would we demand of our submarine commanders that they glve
the benefit of the doubt to questions of international law rather
than to the safety of our country and the lives of our soldiers?

War upon the part of a nation is sometimes necessary and
imperative. But here no invasion is threatened. Not a foot
of our territory is demanded or coveted. No essential honor
is required to be sacrificed. No fundamental right is asked to
be permanently yielded or suspended. No national policy is con-
tested. No part of our sovereignty is questioned. Here the
overt act, ruthless and brutal though it be, is not aimed directly
at us. The purpose of the proposed enemy is not our injury,
either in property or life. The whole aim and purpose and effort
are directed at a powerful enemy with which she is in a life and
death struggle. .

The causes for which we are now asked to declare war could
have been given with equal—yea, greater—force 30 days or 10
days after the first step taken by the German Army in its march
toward Paris. They existed then.

The House and the country should thoroughly understand that
we are asked to declare war not to protect alone American lives
and American rights on the high seas. We are to make the
cause of Great Britain, France, and Russin, right or wrong,
our cause. We are to make their quarrel, right or wrong, our

_quarrel. We are to help fight out, with all the resources in men,
money, and credit of the Governinent and its people a difference
between the belligerents of Europe to which we were and are
utter strangers. Nothing in that cnuse, nothing in that quarrel,
has or does involve n moral or equitable or material interest in
or obligation of our Government or our people.

To this program every impulse of patriotism, every sense of
right, every feeling of humanity, every sentiment of loyalty,
every obligation of duty within me combine in forbidding my
consent until the Government and its people, through its rightful
and constitutional voice—the Congress of the United States—
have clearly spoken, in the passage of suck a resolution as is
now before the House. Then and then only will it becomne the
patriotic duty of each Member of the House and Senate to merge
his individual judgment and conviction into those so declared of
his country, as it will become the duty of every American, in
and out of Congress, to make the judgment and conviction of
his country thus written into statute his judgment and con-
viction. [Applause.] The voice of law will command, and a
patriotic duty will demand, loyal and earnest and active sub-
mission and obedience, Until then each should have and does
have the inherent right, and it is his bounden duty to himself
and to truth, to vote his conviction, ;

I can conceive of a brave, loyal, devoted son of a father who
contemplates a personal difficulty with another bezging and
persuading him to refrain, even condemning, and protesting in
vain against his proposed step, but when the final word is
spoken and blows are about to be given, taking off his coat and
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struggling with all of his soul and might in defense of that
father.

When this Nation, as it doubtless will to-day, speaks the final
word through the Congress, I trust I will be found in relation
with my Government and my country emulating the example of
that son. [Applause.]

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
Rocers] is reeognized for 10 minutes. .

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Chairman, I am unreservedly in favor of
the pending resolution. I had the honor of voting to report it
out of the Committee on Foreign Affiirs, and I shall have the
honor of voting to pass it through the House. And yet I realize,
as every man must, the gravity and importance of the step which
the Congress of the United States is taking to-day. War is at
all times a frightful thing, and science and invention have com-
bined in these recent months and years to make it doubly fright-
ful. The toll of men, the flower of our Nation, may well be
great as a result of this step; the drain upon our resources and
the burden of taxation upon us will certainly be severe heyond
precedent. This is a solemn hour; it is no time for heroics or
hysterics, and yet, as I view the situation, no patriot ean hesi-
tate to cast his vote—and it makes no difference whether his
vote be cast as a Member of this'body or as a member of our body
politic—in favor of a vigorous prosecution of the war against
Germany.

Frankly, I do not believe that the question whether Germany
has given us a cause for war is arguable. For nearly two and
a half years she has in the most deliberate and often in the most
contersptuons way disregarded the fundamental and sacred
rights of American citizens and the American Nation both at
home and abroad. Almost daily for long periods of time has
Germany committed at least one act against the peace anc safety
of the United States which was an abundant cause for war. I
can not conceive how any thinking and even moderately informed
mman, whether in the United States or in Germany, can fail to
agree that there is ample justification—that for more than two
years there has at all times been ample justification—for the
United States to take the step which she is taking to-day. The
only possible argument, even on the part of those who are paci-
fists or pro-Germans, must be as to whether the present declara-
tion that a state of war exists is hastily taken or premature.
Perhaps a very brief outline of some of the high lights of the
past two years will be illuminating in this connection. )

On February 4, 1915, two months and two years ago, the chief
of the admiral staff of the German Navy issued a proclamation,
reading in part as follows:

The waters surrounding Great Britain and Ireland, includinz the
whole English Channel are hereby declared to be war zone. On and
after the 18th of February, 1915, every enemy merchant ship found in
the sald war zone will be destroyed without its being always possible

to “e{t the dangers threatening the crews and passengers on that
account. 4

In a memorial accompanying this proclamation it was said: -

Neutral powers are accordingly forewarned not to continue to entrust
their crews, passengers, or merchandise to such vessels, * * = |t
will not always be possible to prevent a neutral vessel from becoming
the victim of an attack Intended to be directed against a vessel of the
enemy. v

This entire program of Germany, of course, involved a (lire{;t
violation of the principles of international law in a manner
‘vitally dangerous to the welfare of the United States. Accord-
ingly, on February 10, 1915, Secretary of State Bryan—not usu-
ally regarded as a jingo—transmitted to Germany a note, read-
ing in part as follows:

If the commanders of German vessels of war * * * ghould de-
stroy on the high seas an Amerlean vessel or the lives of Ameriean citd-
zens, it would be difficult for the Government of the United States to
view the act in any other light than as an Indefensible violation of neu-
tral rights which it would be very hard indeed to reconcile with the
friendly relations now so happily subsisting between the two Govern-
ments.  If such a deplorable situation should arise, the Imperial German
Government ean readlly appreciate that the Government of the United
States would be constrained to hold the Imperial German Government
to a strict accountability for such acts of their naval authorities and
to take any steps it might be necessary to take to safeguard American’
lives and property and to securc to Amerlcan citizens the full enjoy-
ment of thelr acknowledged rights on the high seas.

Germany’s answer to this note was to sink the stenmship
Falabe on March 28, with the resultant drowning of an Ameri-
can citizen ; to attack the American vessel Cushing on April 28;
to torpedo the American vessel Guiflight on May 1, with the
resultant death of two or more Americans; and, as a crowning
horror, to torpedo and sink the steamship Lusitanie on May T,
with the resultant loss of life of 114 American citizens, Remen-
ber the * strict accountability ” phrase in the note of February
10; remember the acts by Germany which I have just related; -
and then remember that all these occurred two years ago. Is

there any flavor of precipitation in our course to-day?
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