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The most immediate form of written communication during the Revolution was the broadsidea one-page handbill printed quickly to 

spread breaking news and deliver government and military announcements. The Continental Army, Continental Congress, and state 

and local war agencies printed them continuously to publicize orders and resolutions, requisition supplies from civilians, alert the 

public to imminent threats from the British army, and proclaim days of thanksgiving and prayer. This collection includes eight 

American broadsides and one issued by the British army, which used the same medium to distribute news, orders, and requisitions. 

 

1775. Call for food and provisions.  

 Issued by: Quarter Master General of the Continental Army, 
 Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

 Addressed to: Civilian merchants and farmers. 
 

1775. Ban on selling hard cider to soldiers in camp.  

 Issued by:  Quarter Master General Thomas Mifflin, 

   Continental Army, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

 Addressed to: Civilian merchants and farmers. 
 

1776. Call for linen and lint for bandages.   
 Issued by: Committee of Observation, Lancaster,  

   Pennsylvania. 

 Addressed to: Women of Lancaster. 
 

1776. Request for aid in the defense of Philadelphia 

against advancing British troops.  
 Issued by: Pennsylvania Council of Safety.  

 Addressed to: Battalion commanders in Lancaster County.  
 

1777. Call for food and provisions.    
 Issued by: Massachusetts Board of War.   

  Addressed to: Town administrators (selectmen).  
 

1777. Offer of pardon for deserters.   

 Issued by: Major General Israel Putnam, Continental Army. 
 White Plains, New York.  

 Addressed to: Army deserters who return by January 1, 1778. 
 

1777. Notice that unthreshed grain will be seized for 

army’s use and recompensed at low rate.    
 Issued by: General George Washington, Continental Army, 

 Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.  

 Addressed to: Farmers within seventy miles of Valley Forge. 
 

1777. Call to create a Loyalist battalion.   
 Issued by: British army, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

 Addressed to: Pennsylvania Loyalists.  
 

1778. Call to grant amnesty to Loyalists who surrender 

to authorities.  
 Issued by: U.S. Continental Congress.  

 Addressed to: State legislatures.  
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_1775_ 
Call to civilian merchants and farmers for food and provisions, issued by Thomas Mifflin, Quarter Master General of  

the Continental Army under General George Washington, Cambridge (near Boston), Massachusetts, 21 August 1775. 

Scantling: small timbers used in construction, usually to prescribed dimensions. 

Quarter Master General: officer in charge of providing food and supplies for an army. 

Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 42951. Reproduced by permission of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
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_1775_ 
Ban on sale of hard cider to soldiers in camp, issued by Thomas Mifflin, Quarter Master General of the Continental Army,  

Cambridge (near Boston), Massachusetts, 27 August 1775. 

Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 42952. Reproduced by permission of the Boston [Massachusetts] Public Library. 
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_1776_ 
Request to the “good Woman [sic] of the Borough and County of Lancaster” for linen and lint for bandages,  

issued by the Committee of Observation of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 10 February 1776. 

Lint: fine material made by scraping linen or cotton cloth; used for bandages. 

Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 14817. Digital image courtesy of the New York Public Library [sepia tone added].  
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_1776_ 
Request from the Philadelphia Council of Safety to the Lancaster County Committee of Safety, issued  

14 November 1776; copies to be delivered to the commanders of the eleven army battalions in Lancaster County,  
urging their advance to Philadelphia to aid its defense against the British troops advancing from New York City. 

 
Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 15021. Reproduced by permission of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.   
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_1777_ 
Call for food and provisions, addressed to town officials [written in hand, ”Westborough”], 

issued by the Massachusetts Board of War, Boston, 3 February 1777. 

Return: report.  Tow Cloth: coarse inexpensive fabric used for sacks, work clothes, and other utilitarian purposes. 

Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 43298. Reproduced by permission of the American Antiquarian Society,   
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_1777_ 
Offer of amnesty for deserters who return to duty by January 1, 1778, 

issued by Major General Israel Putnam, Continental Army, White Plains, New York, 17 November 1777. 

Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 43380. Reproduced by permission of the American Antiquarian Society [sepia tone added].   
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_1777_ 
Announcement to farmers within seventy miles of Valley Forge (winter quarters of the Continental Army) that any  

unthreshed grain left in their fields after March 1, 1778, will be taken by the Continental Army, payment to be made  

at the lower price of straw; issued by General George Washington, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 20 December 1777. 

 
Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 15634. Reproduced by permission of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.  

 



National Humanities Center    Military Broadsides from the American Revolution 9 

 

_1777_ 
Recruitment broadside to create a battalion of Pennsylvania Loyalists, issued by the British army 

during the occupation of Philadelphia, 1777. (Due to low response, the battalion was not formed.)  

Latin header, “Teucro duce nil desperandum”: “Never despair with Teucer as leader” [Horace: Book I, Ode 7].  

Handwritten note: “every non Com
d
 [noncommissioned] officer was to receive 200 acres of land.” 

Early American Imprints, Series I [LCP Supplement], Doc. 50427. Reproduced by permission of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.  
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_1778_ 
Resolution calling on states to grant amnesty to Loyalists who turn themselves in by June 10, 1779; 

issued to the states by the Continental Congress, York Town, Pennsylvania, 23 April 1778. 

Early American Imprints, Series I, Doc. 16119. Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Broadside Collection, Call No.: Cont Cong no. 44a. 

 


