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 For Wilkins’s departure statement three weeks later, also in Rivington’s New-York Gazetteer, a Loyalist newspaper, see Theme II: REBELLION, #1, 
in this primary source collection. 

 

 
Library of Congress                                                                                                                        New London, Connecticut, 1775 

 

Isaac Wilkins was a vocal and adamant Loyalist in New York who published pro-British newspaper 

essays and pamphlets as the “Westchester Farmer.” W ith other opponents of rebellion he issued a 

declaration in April 1775 to “express our honest abhorrence of all unlawful congresses and 

committees, and that we are determined at the hazard of our lives and properties to support the King 

and [English Constitution” [Rivington’s New-York Gazetteer, 20 April 1775]. After residing in Nova Scotia for 

several years, he returned to New York where his Long Island farm was destroyed by American 

soldiers. Unlike many Loyalists, however, Wilkins established his post-revolution life in America. He 

died in New York in 1830.
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Massachusetts Historical Society 

 

In May 1774, Boston-
area Loyalists sent 

letters of gratitude and 
farewell to the departing 
royal governor of 

Massachusetts, Thomas 
Hutchinson. In addition 
to praising his moderate 

administration, they 
entreated him to use his 
influence in “moderating 

the resentment of the 
Government against us.” 
A year later, after the 

outbreak of war in April 
1775, some of the men 
were called before the 

Patriot Committee of 
Safety to recant the 
statements, apologize   

to their countrymen,   
and vow to support the 
Patriot cause. This is  

one of several recan-   
tation broadsides 
published that month.  

(The obscured place  
of printing is Queen 
Street, Boston.) 
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Blank form for affirmation of allegiance to the United States of America  

on assuming an office in the government, printed by the 

Second Continental Congress, Philadelphia, 1776 
 

 
Library of Congress 

 
 

Blank form for renunciation of allegiance to Britain and King George,  

and affirmation of allegiance to the State of New Hampshire, 1776 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


