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ENRIGHT inthe following

article answers the gues-
tion, “Can prohibition be made
effective in New York City?”
He points out the conditions
making enforcement difficult.

By RICHARD E. ENRIGHT,

Police  Commissioner, New York C(ity.

HE prohibitivn law can be en-
forced and made substantially as
" effective as any other law in this
" clty. We have never been able so
Tfar in the history of this cxty to
prevent the vxolatxon. to a greater or
less extent, of every law on the statute
books, but we have been able to bring
most lawbreakers to Justice and, al-
though many of them are arrested over

and over apgain for repeated violations-

and escape punishment, we continue
with our work of enforcing the law to
the general .satisfaction of the public.
No reasonable citizen expects that any
particular law. can be completely en-

forced and this, of course, is true in re-

spect to the Federal prohibition law.
Our great difficulty in the enforcement
of the prohibition law is the fact that
this law does not have the moral sup-
port of the general public. It is of gen-
eral knowledge that this law was en-
acted by Congress In advance of proper
expression qf public opinion and, in the
mind$s of a very considerable number of
our citizens, the. law is oppressive and

an unreasonable interference with what |
they claim to be their personal liberties. |

This is a great cosmopolitan city with a
population of approximately 39 per cent.
foreign born, according to the census of
1920. Many of our foreign born citizens

have been accusiomed all of their lives

!
|

|
|

to the use of light wine and beer, and it.
it difficult to persuade them that.they'
must abandon a traditional habit and

manner of life. - , ‘
Blames Federal Government.

The repeal of the State prohibition law
Jeft no available legal process for en-
forcement by the State e.uthonties of
the:national prohibition law in this city,
and. it is a matter of common knowledge
.tha:l: the facilities provided by, the Fe'ﬁ-

) L

eral Government for tha enforcement
of this law are notoriously- inadequate.
We have no additional cotirts o? judges
for” the enforcement of . Federel law
in this city other than those that -were
established prior to the advent of pro-
hibition. The machinery of our Yed-
eral courts is so congested that there
is almost a denial of justice, and it is
almost impossible to obtain the: efficient
cooperation 6f our Federal officers in
the enforcement-of the; Federal prohibi-
tion law, At the same time these counts
are he,ndlca.pped m the tria.Is of ‘other
and more important .cases by reason of
the court calendars be’ing‘ conge..ted
with cases ﬂ‘roWing out of uoia,tlone of
the national, prohi‘oition law.. '

- The Federal procedure requires that a
Federal' agent "accompany police offi-
cers in the service of warrants and, as
the Federal authorities have a very lim-
ited and entirely madequa,te force of
such agents, the police officers .of our
city are rendered almost helpless In-the
service of these:warrants. The Federal
procedure, . 8s it exists, is entirely too

techmcal, , cumbersome - and ineffective

for the Drompt. and efficient enforce-'

ment of the law.

Where to Shut Out the XLiquor.

‘The greatest difficulty is due to the|

fact that the Federal authoritles have
never made any adequate preparation to
prevent the importation of liquor into
this city through our great seaport and
over the borders from Canada and -else-

where. While we are seizing and have
seized a tremendous amount of liquor

it is safe to say.that we.are drying-it|

up by the pint while it is bemg imported
into: the city by :the 'hogshea.d

.The ple.ce to. stop theﬂ importa.tion of
contraband Hquor: is a.t -the ‘portals of
the city ‘or aft the border swhere it can

be seized in large: quantitfee. but, when |

this hq‘uor is: brought into the city and

broken into thousa.nds of small lots, it

is easily conceivaible tha."i: the enforece-

ment ‘of” the. Ia:w ‘then becomes excegd-
ingly . difficult and would require the |

gservices of- a.ftremendous niimber qf men.

* Therefore, a,n a.dequate for¢ce for fthe.

pa,trot\of the “harbor. and. coast and.an

adequate pa.‘t:rolv of the’ border of Ca.nada.,

will prevent ‘the- importa.tion of hquor
and then- the quuor now: ;on ha.nd. will
be speedily exha.usted. Conceivebly,

th1.s “would not require a, - very large
force.

The manifest determ1nauon of the

Government to provide sufficient men
and means to enforce the law, to be
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followed by severe jail sentences,. wiil
have the desired result. If the bootle'g-
gers can be made to understand tha.t

violation of this law means 3jail for .a
period of years, bootlegging will soon
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hecome very unpopular. Fining boot-
Ieggere from $200 to $300, who can
make a.-hundred times that amount in
one week, is of course futﬂe.

- It ghould be , understood, however,
that tpere wil} a.lways be illicit manu-
facture of liquor wherever there is a
market  for this brand of stimulant.
Notwithsta.nding the fact that we have
had a rigid internal revenue law in this
country since the foundation -of the
Government. and stringent State laws
g'overning the illicit manufacture and
=se.1e of liquor there has: alw‘ays "been a
greai dea.I of .moonshine hqudr manufa.c-
t{u:ed and sold . throughout the ‘eountry.
‘We Will always have moonshine hootch, -
or* whatever -name this dangerous poison
is; oe.lled, ‘manufactured: to some extent
so long as-there are customers for this
kind of :spirits. -Indeed, we hgve fre-
quently seized.. illicit 'stills: in this city
in years gone by at a-time when we had

an_efficient State liquor le.w on the
eta.tute books. 1 ;

Campaign of Education Needed.

-~ Of: cofirse, a campaign of education
will, be necessary in ordef to arouse
decent .citizens to the right attitude
toward. the enforcement ang observance
of ‘the Pederal prohibition ’ law, As cit-
izens who are drafted for our Grand
Juries and Jjuries must decide . these
casges, it is necessary that they at least

should have no persona.l prejudices
against the enforcement of the laws of

the land. -All good citizens should sup-

port the. law, whether they 1like it or .

not. Even a criminal will observe g
law that he likes.

One of the greatest. evils of the present |

situmtion is ‘that  a great deal of the
Hquor which is now being offered for
human . consumption is poisonous, and
its effect upon -the consumers must be
very *bad. I havé no doubt that the
mortality statistics of our 'jnsurance
compe.n;ee mll very . goon reflect the
geéneral Age” and coneumption of poisonu-
ous. quuors and” a corresponding in-
creagse -in insurance rates will be nec:
essaryy ;.- |

‘There: is' rio> question about the present
eftect-nupom eoclety‘, generally., A great

deal’of hard liguor'is now being used by |

allx cla.geee .of: people—-youﬁg' and old,’
male and. ~female-who heretofdre seldom.
3£ ever “indulged “in “the fuse ot~ hard

spirits, and there -is no doubt that
this clandestlne practice prevalls to a
much greafer extent than ever before.
Call it a fad or an alleged smart prac-
tice upon the part of a lot of our young
people, or call it what you will, the
situation i8 one that is far from re-
assuring,

- Present Situation - Intolerable.

As the head of a great law enforce-
ment organization in this city 1 have no
opinion to express upon thls question
other than that I believe. a.hsolutely in

the enforcement of the lasv a.s it eto.nds, |

.and-I am firmly of the. oninion that this |
law should be efficlently. enforced and ]

adequate measures should be. provxded
for its enforcement, or 1t shoutd ‘b€ mod-
ified or repealed. .

The present situation Is intolerable.
Conditions which are detrimental to pub-
lic morals, public health, andg - which
 probably to a -great extent bring into
“disrespect all laws, ehould e’ corrected,
and so ‘long as the present law: remains
upon the statute books- it can be ha.ndled
in only one way—by rigid and. pfﬂclent
enforcement

If I were oftered._ uniimited men and
money to clean up the city T could not
succeed unless efficient court machinery
was provided either by the Federal or
State Government. A police force, no
matter how well it may - be organized
or how: efficlently it may be directed,
cannot deal effectively . with “lawbreak-
ers unless men who are privileged to sit
upon our grand juries and trial Jurles
will support them in the enforcement, of
the law and- unless judicial ‘officers - who.

preside over our-courts will 1mpose a.de-

=cma.te punishment | - - 7
With an adequate  force - -0f.. s men and

sufﬂcient funds-the. police ce.n and will ]

tbring plenty* of. grist- to the mill, . but

|

untortunately we carlnot do the Work_
the miller; e

~this contingency puhlic opinjomcould be

organized -behind ‘the ‘poli” N8 o8 15h cit;\"
for . the- enforcementf of’. K claw-

as: ‘any-of- the:other laws Lpow upon the

statiite -books: ; Of course,, many-; vio- |

lo.t:loﬁ‘e swould be’ discovered from days_toa

day, .prompt arreits. and “adequate pun.-‘
i’shment ‘would; follow, la,nd ther« enﬁre :

eitua.tionpwould become . Lpe.rt. of f:he

“routine- law’ enfor_q_ement rogramtofithe |
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But I ‘am . setisﬂed the.t in :

and |
:'the law.,wolld:be" enforced‘as“ efffciently !

T

AT



